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O'er DeeiQODd broad, and neb Kaidarw, and EngliMh aru diMlAiaed : 
Tour sword made knighta, jaoi b«iiner mred, free wm ymir bugle »U, 
97 GItb'i gnNBikii^ aad Dlagle^ tid^ from Binvw*t bulu to Yau^baL 
Whtt forgwMi ^hrfBflti, wlnt BrriMm tan, wtart nlMird hm^tktnw 

Id and arournl M.iyii(:H-4.h's utrong trop ,ind ]i:il.i(r-fllled Adarc I 
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OIHO. 

The Fitz Geralds, or Genildines, are descended from 
''Dominiu Otho," or Other, who, in 1057 (16th 
Edward the Confessor), wiu an honorary Baron of 

England.* He is said to have been one of the flimily of 
the Gherardini of Florence,! and to have passed into 

♦ Sir William Dugdale. 

t The Gherardim were one of the Baronial fnmllieB, before 
ilorcncc became a Republic. Their possessions were chiefly in the 
Val d'EIsa, where there are still the ruins of several of their cuatles. 
Among the families of that name still existing in Tusoany and 
Lombardy, is that of the Mareheee Qherardini. Qammuriiii thus 
teoet their dMoent 

Btmcrio^ A. 91Ql 
Bambuto^ „ 960. 
Baiiierio^ „ 990* 

Cece, or Cceear, 1050. 
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Nonnandy, and thence into England.* He was so 
powerfol at that period, that it is probable that he was 

one of the foreigners who came to England with King 
Edward, and whom he &voured so much as to excite 
the jealousj of the native noble8.t It is also remark- 
able that Otho*8 son, Walter, was treated as a fellow- 
countryman by the Normans after the Conquest. The 
Latin form of the name of his descendants, Greraldini," 
bdng the same as that of Gherardini, also indicates that 
he was of that family. Otho possessed three lord- 
ships in Surrey, three in Buckinghamshire, two in 
Berkshire, foor in Middlesex, nine in Wiltshire, ten in 
Hampshire, three in Doisetshire, and one in Somerset- 
shire. 



WALTER FITZ OTHO. 

In 1078, Walter FitzOthois mentioned in "Domes- 
day Book,'' as being in possession of his father's estates. 
He was CasteUan of Windsor and Warden of tiie forests 

of BerLsliire. lie married Gladys, daughter of Rhiwal- 
lon ap Cyuvyn, Prince of North Wales, and had three 
sons: — 
Gerald Fits Walter. 

Kobert, sumamed " de Windsor," Baron of Eston, in 
Essex. He had no male issue. 

William, also named " de Windsor," ancestor of the 
family of Windsor (extinct in the nude line). 

# Oharudiai Biqpen^ If B. f Home's Eni^aiid. 
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OERALD 7ITZ WALTEB. 

Gerald Fitz Waiter was appoiated by Henry I. Con- 
stable of Pembroke Castle* and was sent in command of 
the English fi>roes against the Welsh. He was after- 
wards made President of the Countv of Pembroke. He 
married Nesta, the daughter of Kiiys ap Gruffydh ap 
Tudor Mawr, Prince of South Wales. This beautiful 
princess had been mistress of Henry I., and was mother 
by him of the celebrated Robert of Gloucester, and of 
Meyler Fitz Henry. She afterwards married Stephen, 
Constable of Cardigan, by whom she had one son, Robert 
Fitz Stephen. Aflber the death of her first husband she 

married Gerald Fitz Walter. 

In 1094, the Welsh laid siege to the Castle of 
Pembroke, which had lately been built by i^rnulph de 
Montgomery, and which was gallantly defended by 
Gerald, who baffled all their efforts to take it. 

At Christmas, 1108, Cadwgan ap Bleddyn, Prince of 
Cardigan, having inyited the neighbouring chieftains 
to a feast at Dyvet, it was mentioned, in the course of 
the entertainment, that Nesta was the most beautiful 
woman in Wales ; this excited the curiosity of Owen, 
the son of Cadwgan, who resolved to see her. Under 
the pretence of a friendly vUlt (she being his cousin), he 
obtained admittance with his attendants into Pembroke 
Castle. Finding her more beautiful than he expected, 
be became deeply enamoured, and determined to carry 
her off. In the middle of the night he set fire to the 
Castle, and with his followers surrounded the room 
where Gerald and Nesta were. Gerald, awakened by 
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the noise, was about to ascertain the cause, when his 
wife, suspecting some treason, persuaded him to make 
bis escape bj lettiog himself down bj a rope. Owen soon 
broke open the door; and not finding Gerald, seized his 
wite and two of his sons, and carried them off into Powys, 
leaving the Castle in Hames. Wlietiier Nesta yielded 
to bim from choice or force is nncertain, but at her request 
he soon after sent back the boys to Gerald. Fearing, how- 
ever, punishment for this outrage, he iled into Ireland. 

In H16 Henry I. ordered Owen ap Cadwgan, who 
had returned to Wales, to apprehend Gru%dh, son of 
Bhys ap Tudor. He at once set out to join the forces 
of Robert of Gloucester, whom the King, his father, liad 
sent against his uncle. On his march through a wood, 
be bad seised on some cattle, the owners of which, as 
they fled, met Gerald, Constable of Pembroke, who was 
also on his way to join the royal tmops, and implored 
his assistance to recover their property. He at once 
availed himself of the opportunily of revenge for the 
insult bis honour bad received, and entered the wood in 
pursuit of Owen, w ho, in the skirmish that ensued, was 
slain, an arrow having pierced his heart* 

Gerald had, by Nesta, three sons and one daughter : — 

Maurice. 

William, ancestor of the families of Garew, Grace, 
Fitz Maurice and Gerard. 

David, consecrated in 1147 Bishop of St. David's. 
He died in 1176. 

Angareth, wife of William de Barry, and mother of 
the historian, Giraldos Gambrensis. 

« Wairingfam'B HiBtory of Wal«9. 
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MAUKICE PITZ GEEALD. 

In 1168, Dcrinod Mac Mmrough, King of Leinstcr, 
having persuaded Richard de Clare, Earl of Pembroke, 
snmamed Strongbow, to assist him in reooyeriDg his 
kingdom, from which he had been driveii by Roderidc 
O'Connor, King of Ireland, was returning to Ireland, 
when, having reached St. David's, he was hospitably 
received by David Fitz Geiald, Bishop of St David's, 
who proposed to Dermot that his brother Maurice, and 
his half-brother, Eobert Fitz Stephen, should join him 
with a body of troops in the spring, whUe Strongbow 
was preparing his larger armament. Dermot accepted 
this offer, and promised to grant to them the town of 
Wexford and two cantreds of land, or baronies, in its 
neighbourhood. 

Some time before this Fitz Stephen had been thrown 
into prison by his consin, Sh js ap Gruffydh, but now, at 
the request of Dermot, was liberated to enal le him to 
prepare for the expedition. In May, 1169, he landed in 
Ireland at the head of 400 men, and marched against 
Wexford, which he took by assault 

Soon after, Maurice Fitz Gerald arrived at Wexford 
with two sliips, having on board ten knights, thirty 
men-at^ms, and about a hundred archers. Dermot 
having invested his two allies with the lordship of Wex- 
ford, marched, accompanied by Maurice, to attack the 
Ostmen of Dublin, while Fitz Stephen remained to build 
a castle at Garrig, near Wexford, on the cantred which 
had been granted to him. After taking Dublin, Dermot, 
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thinking that Strongbow had given up his projected 
expedition, offered bis daughter Eva in marriage to 
Fitz Gerald or Fitz Stephen, if thej would bring over a 
force sufficient to conquer the island; but thej being 
already married declined the ofTer. In a short time 
Strongbow arrived with a large force, and took Water- 
ford bj assault; and within a fsw days bis marriage 
with the Irish Princess was celebrated in that city, 
Dermot haying arrived from Dublin, with his daughter, 
and accompanied by Fitz Gerald and Fitz Stephen. 

In 1171, Maurice and Strongbow were in Dublin 
when it was besieged by King Roderick O'Connor at the 
bead of 30,000 men, and blockaded by sea by the Manx 
fleet of thirty vessels. Fitz S^pben was at the same time 
besieged by the Irish in Carrig Castle. Not having been 
able to obtain fair terms of surrender, Strongbow held 
a council of war, in which Maurice made the following 
speech: — We have not come so iar, comrades, for 
pleasure and rest, but to try the chances of fortune, and 
under peril of our heads to meet the forces of the enemy. 
For such is the mutability of human a&irs, that as the 
' setting of the sun follows its rising, and then the liglit 
in the East dispels the darkness in the West, so we, on 
whom fortune has hitherto conferred glory and plenty, 
are now beleaguered by land and sea, and are even in 
want of provisions ; for neither the sea brings succour, 
nor would the hostile fleets permit it to reach us. Fitz 
Stephen also, whose courage and noble daring opened 
to us the way into this island, is now with his small 
force besieged by a hostile nation. What should we, 
therefore, wait for ? Though English to the Irbb, we 
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are as Irish (o the English ; for this island does not show 

us greater hatred than that. So away with delay and 
inactivity. For fortune fiiTonrs the bold, and the fear 
of scarcity will give strenglih to our men. Let ns attack 
the enemy manfully ; though few in number, we are 
brave, well-armed, and accustomed to hardship and to 
victory, and will terrify the iU-armed and unwarlike 
mnltitade 1*^ This advice was adopted, thovgh tiieir 
whole force did not exceed 600 men. Raymond 
Le Gros, nephew to Maurice, commanded the first 
division, Milo de Gogan the centre, and Strongbow and 
Manrioe the last and most nnmerons. They sallied forth 
at (lay-break and at tucked Fiiiglas, the head-quarters of 
King Roderick. The enemy was taken by surprise, and 
fled, their great numbers only adding to the confusion, 
and the monarch, who was at the time bathing, with 
difficulty effected his escape. So great Avas the ardour 
of Gerald and Alexander, Maurice's sons, in the pursuit, 
that though their station was with theur Either in the 
rere, they were soon with the foremost.t After this 
victory they marched to relieve Fit / Stephen, but on their 
way they heard that he was already a prisoner, having 
been obliged to surrender his castle. He was in the 
following October given up to King Henry, soon after 
he landed in Ireland. 

In April, 11 72, Henry II., on his departure for England, 
appointed Maurice and Fitz Stephen Wardens of Dublin, 
under Hugh de Lacy, Chief Governor of Ireland. In 
the same year a conference was held between de Lacy 



* Ginldus Gambranni. 



t Ibid, 
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'Uid TierDan CyRnarc, Chief of Breffiiy, and husband of 

Devorgilla, whose flight with Ma<5 Murrough had been one 
of the original causes of the iairasion, on Tlacta, now the 
Hill of Ward, dear Athboy, in the connty of Meath. On 
the precedUng night Gryffyth, son of William lite Gerald, 
and nephew of Mum ice, had dreamt that he saw a herd 
of wild boars rushing against de Lacj and his unole 
Maurice, and that one more fierce than the rest was 
about to kill them, when he saved them by slaying the 
monster. In consequence of this dream Gryflfyth, with 
seven or eight young knights, who, under his command, 
formed de Lacy's guard, wheeled round the spot where 
the chieftains stood, tilting at each other, but prepared 
for action. Maurice also, wliu accompanied de Lacy, 
watched the movements of the Irish Chi^ who, in the 
course of the interview, became angry, and, having made 
a signal to his followers to approach, advanced, with his 
axe uplifted, towards de Lacy. Maurice, drawing his 
sword, and calling on de Lacy to defend himself^ rushed 
forward, and succeeded in saving him, but not before he 
had fallen twice. At the first alarm Gry%th galloped 
to the spot, and with his lance killed O'Euarc as he was 
mounting his horse.* 

On the recall of de Lacy in 1173, Maurice retired 
into Wales, in consequence of the jealousy shown by 
Strongbow towards him. 

In 1176, however, finding that he could not maintain 
his position without the aid of the Geraldtnes, Strongbow 
recalled Maurice, and made to him a grant of the barony 



* Hanmet^s Ohr. 
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of Oiialy, in which was "Ratliangan, but from which 
Kildare was excepted, and the territorj of Offelan,* in 
which were M&jnooth and Naas. At tiie same time 
Maorice obtained a grant of the Castle of Wicklow,t in 
lieu of his share of Wexford, which the King bad, together 
with other towns, claimed and appro])riated to himself. 
JIaarice at that time built the Castle of Maynooth as a 
' defence for his property. 

In September, 1 177, hedied at Wexford, and was buried 
in the Abbey of Grej Friars, without the walls of that 
town. Of this Abbey no remains now exist. His death 
was *^ not withont mnoh sorrow of all his friends, and 
much harm and loss to the English interest in Ireland. 
He was a man witty and manful! ; a truer man, nor 
steadiaster, for constancy, fidelity, and love, left he none 
in Ireland."} ^ Manrioe was indeed an honourable and 
modest man ; with a face sun-burnt and well-looking, of 
middle height ; a man well modelled in mind and body ; 
a man of innate goodness ; desiring rather to be than 
to seem good. A man of few words, but full of weight, 
having more of the heart than of the mouth, more of 
reason than of volubilily, more wisdom than eloqnence ; 
and yet, when it was required, earnest to the purpose. 
In military affairs valiant, and second to few in activity, 
neither impetuous nor rash, but circumspect in attack, 
and resolute in defence ; a sober, modest, and chaste 
man; constant, tmsty, and fiuthfol; a man not altogether 
without faulL,yet not spotted with any notorious or great 
chme."d 



• HolinbUcd. 
X Lodge. 



t Ibid. 

§ Giraldaa Cambitiiaia. 
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He married Alice de Montgomery,* daughter of 
Arriiil})h, fourth son of Roger de Montgomery, who was 
nearly related to William the Conqueror, and who led 
the centre of the Norman army at the battle of Hastings. 

By this marriage Maurice had four sons and one 
daughter : — 

Gerald, first Baron of Offaly. 

William, Baron of Naas,t to whom his father left the 
lordship of Naas. He married Alicia, or Basilia, sister 
of Stioiigl>ow, but left no son. 

Thomas, surnamed " the Great." He married Ellinor, 

daughter of Sir William Morrie, and with her obtained 

extensive property in Mnnster. He was ancestor of 

the Earls of Desmond,! the White Knight, the Knight 

of Glyn, the Knight of Keny, and the Mackenzies. He 

died in 121d.S 

Alexander,) ' . , ^ , 

> died without issue. 

Maunce, ) 

Nesta, married, in 1175, Henrey de Glare de Monte- 
maresco, nnde of Strongbow. 



QEBALD, FIB8T BABON OF OFFALT. 

Gerald Fitas Maurice was with his father in Dublin in 

1171, during *the siege, and dibtiuguished himself by his 
bravery in the sortie. 
Soon after his father's death, he was induced by 

* Dr. Mackenzie's Genealogy of the FiuGeraldfl and Mackeojeies. 
MS. 

t Liber Munenira Hibemi®, i. 35. 
X Extinct in the male line, 
j Aimals of the Four Hasten. 
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William Fitz Adelm to exchange the Castle of Wioklow 

for that of Ferns in Wexford, which, being surrounded 
bj the territories of the Irish, was much exposed to their 
attacks. 

In 1205, he sat in the Parliament as Baron of Offaly, 

having been summoned, as holding that barony, in the 
county of Kildare. He is said to have been Lord Jus- 
tice of Ireland. 

He died in 1205, having married Catherine, daughter 
of Hamode Valois, a gentleman of SuOolk, who was Lord 
Justice of Ireland in 1197. They had two sons : — 

Maurice, second Baron. 

Gerald, who died without issue. 

MAUlilCE, SECOND BARON. 

Maurice Fitz Gerald, second Baron of Offiily, appears 
to have been very young at the time of hb fitthei^s deatli, 
in 1205, as he was only in 1216 put in possession of 
Maynooth and all the other lands of his Either, by a 
mandatory letter of Henry III. From this it seems 
that he had then lately attained his majority. 

In 1216(17 John), he received from the King a grant 
of the Castle of Groom and of Dungarvan in Oglassin.* 
After his death Dungarvan was resumed by the Grown, 
and granted in 1260 to John Fitz Thomas, ancestor to 
the Earls of Desmond. 

In 1215, he introduced into Ireland the Order of the 
Franciscans, and m.l216 that of the Dominicans.t 

* Earl of Kildarc's Kcd Book« MS., aod Lib. Muu. Hib. pt. iii. 
p. 30. 
f Ledge. 
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In 1229, he was appointed Lord Justice of Ireland. 

In 1 232, he built the Franciscan Abbey of Yoiighal. 
Of its origin there is the following tradition : — On the 
eve of some festival, the workmen, who were digging 
the foundation of a castle which the Baron was ahout 
to bliild, naked him for iiK)ncy to drink his health. He 
desired his son to give it to them : but instead of doing 
so he reproyed them. The Baron was so grieved when 
he heard of it, that, on the spot where the castle was to 
have been built, he erected the monastery. It was 
afterwards called the South Abbey," but there are now 
no traces of it remaining. 

Having gone in command of a large force that year 
to aid tlie King beyond the sea, he was, on the 23rd 
September, re-appointed Lord Justice on his return, and 
continued so till 1245. 

In 1283, letters uihIli- the Kings seal, supposed to have 
been fraudulently obtained by the Bishop of Winchester, 
were sent to the Lord Justice and other Barons, to arrest 
Richard Earl Marshall for conspiracy against the Crown, 
and to send him alive or dead to England. They accord- 
ingly, at a coiiierencc on theCurragh of Kildare, on the 
1st April, 1234, endeavoured to persuade him to sur- 
render ; hut he charged into the midst of his enemies, 
and in the melee he was unhorsed, and stabbed in the 
back. Being conveyed to one of his castles, which had 
foUen into the hands of the Justiciaiy, he died there 
within a short time. The Baron of Ofl&ly, fearing the 
resentment of the Earl's brother and successor, soon after 
repaired to London, and, in the presence of the King, 
Henry IIL, and his principal nobles, took a solemn oath 
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that he was innocent of all participation in the death of 
the Earl ; and, as a further act of conciliation, he, in 
1236, founded the Dominican Abbey at Sligo, the fine 
rains of which still exist, and of which the monks were 
to ofkr np prayers for the soul of the murdered Earl. 

In 1234, the King issued a writ, directing him to 
proclaim free trade between his subjects of England and 
Ireland.* 

In 1235, he marched at the head of a large force into 
Connaught. Having crossed the Shannon, he took 
Cormac M^Art O'Melaghlin prisoner at A^ione, burnt 
BoBcommon and Elphin, and reduced the whole province 
to submission. 

In 1236, he built the castle of Armagh, of which there 
are now no remains. 

In 1240, he received the King's letter, ordering the 
union of the Sets of Armagh and Cloghcr, on account of 
their poverty. It did not, however, then take place. 
In that year, the Baron being in England, Felim O'Con. 
nor, Prince of Gonnauglit, having compLuned that de 
Burgh had invaded and ^v;lstcd his country, the King 
immediately ordered the Baron ^' to root out that barren 
tree planted in Connaught by Hubert de Burgh in the 
madness of his power, and not to suflbr it to shoot 
forth.'t 

In 1242, he built the Castle of Sligo. Of this also 
tliere are now no traces.^ 

In 1245, being summoned to aid tlie King in Wales 

with his Irish forces,§ he was for some time delayed ; but 



* Lib. Mun. Hib. iy. 24. f Gnwe's Annals. 

I Grace's Annals. § Lib. Mun. Hib. iy. 74. 



14 



EARLS OF KILDABE 



at length, wilJi Felim O'Connor of Connaught, presented 
himself before the King, who ^\ ^ls, however, displeased at 
the tardiness of the Lord Justice.* Among other ri^^ts^ 
the Irish Barons claimed exemption of attending the 
Sovereign beyond the realm, and on this occasion the 
writs were accompanied by a declaration that their 
attendance should not be considered as a precedent In 
November Henry III. dismissed the Baron from his office. 
(Mauritium Hibemias Justiciarum, eo quod ficte et tarde 
aux ilium abHibernia Domino Kegi duxerat periclitanti, 
a Justiciaria deposalt.}t 

In 1246, he advanced with a large army into Tyrcon- 
nell, and reduced its chief, O'Donnell, to submission ; 
and in 1248, he marched into Tyrone, forced 0 .Neill to 
give hostages, and returned with great booty.t 

In 1248, at his request, the Archbishop of Dublin 
erected the chapel of May nooth, which was attached to the 
Castle, into a prebend of the Cathedral of St. Patrick. 
The nomination to this prebend is still in the gift of his 
descendant^ the Duke of Leinster.f He also granted to 
the monastery of All Saints, or Ail Hallows, near Dublin, 
the " church of Tachtodh," or Taghadoe, fur the good of 
his soul, and the souls of his wife Juliana, and of his pre- 
decessors and suocessors.!! The advowson of this church, 
inter alia^ was, on the suppression of the monastery, iu 
1539, granted by Henry VIII., as a reward for the loyalty 
of the citizens during the fiebdlion of Silken Thomas,** 

♦ "Ware's Annals. f Borlacc, Bad. of Ire. p. 22. 

X Grace's Anuals. § Jb asti Eccleai® Hibern. toI. ii. p. 165. 

11 Reg. of AU Hallows, pp. xiii. aad 16. 
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to the Corporation of Dublin, from whom it was purchased 
by the Duke of Leinster in 1842. 

In 1257, a batde was fought between the Baron and 
Godfrey O'Donnell, Chief of Tyrconnell, at the Rosses, to 
the north of Sligo, in which the latter had the advantage. 
They met in single combat, and wounded each other 
severely.* 

The Baron soon after retired into the Francisoan 

Monastery at Youghal, founded by him in 1232, where, 
having assumed the habit of the Order^ he died in the 
same year, 1257. 

Besides the two monasteries already mentioned, he 
founded a Freccptory of the order of St. John of Jerusa- 
lem at Kilteel in the Co. £ildare.t 

"He was a valiant knight, a very pleasant man, in&« 
rior to none in the kingdom, having lived all the days of 
his life with commendation.'' (Miles strenuus et facetus, 
nulli secundus.)^ 

He married Juliana, daughter of John de Cogan, who 
was Lord Justice in 1247, and had three sons 

Maurice, third Baron. 

Gerald, &ther of Maurice, fifth Baron. 

Thomas, father of John, first Earl of EQdare. 

MAUBIGE, THIBB BABOIT. 

Maurice Fitz Maurice, tiiird Baron of Ofialy, succeeded 
his father in 1257, 

In 1264, there was a feud between the Geraldines 

* Annals of the Foot Masten. f Ware. 

X Mathew Paris. 
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and the de Burghs, which rose to such a height, that at 
a meeting held at Castledermot, the Baron and his 
nephew, John Fitz Thomas, who mnst have heen then 
very young, seized Kichard de Burgh, heir of the Earl 
of Ulster, together ^vith his allies, the Lord Justice 
Eichard de GapeUa, Theobald Butler, and John Cogan, 
and imprisoned them in the Castles of Lea and Dima- 
mase.* 

In June, 1272, Sir James de Audlej, the Lord Jos- 
tioe, having been killed hj a fail from his horse, the 
Baron was elected by the Conncil as his successor, t On 
the accession of Edward I., in November, he was con- 
tinued in that office; and in December, a writ was 
addressed to him and others, to receive the oaths of 
alle^ance of all the nobUitj, gentry, and commonalty 
of Ireland. 

In 1273, having marched into Offitly (King's County), 
he was betrayed by his own people into the hands of the 

O'Connors, and detained prisoner by them, until, having 
given hostages, he was released. In consequence of his 
imprisonment^ he was, in October, succeeded as Lord 
Justice by Sir Geoffiey de GeneviUe, whose daughter was 
married to his brother Gerald. He then retired to his 
lands in Munster, and with Theobald Butler, without 
consulting the Council, invaded Thomond, and forced the 
O'Briens to g^ve hostages.} 

In 1277, he ugaia, with his son-in-law, Thomas de 
Clare, invaded Thomond, in consequence of renewed out- 
rages; Ihey took prisoner Brian O'Brien Boe, Chief of 

■ 

* dyn's Annabi. f Graoe's Annals. 

X Ware's Anaab. 
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Thomond, and beheaded hiin ; but having, with part of 
their forces, been led fbto a pass in the Sliere-Bloom 

mounteins, they were surrouTided, and being reduced to 
eat horse-flesb, thej were forced not only to give hostages^ 
but to surrender to the Irish the Castle of Bosoommon) 
in satisfaction fi>r O'Brien's death.* 

The Baron soon after died at Boss, in 1277. 

He followed his falser s example in granting to the 
Prioiy of All Hallows the Parish of Bath, in Imokillj, in 
the County of Cork.t 

He married Emelina de Longespee, heiress of the ter- 
ritory of. O'Murthy, in which were Kilkea and Castle- 
dermot^ and daughter of Sir Stephen de Longespee, by 
his marriage with Emelina, only daughter and heiress 
of Walter de Riddlesford, Baron of Bray, to whom 
O'Morthy had been granted by King John* Stephen 
-was grandson of the Fair Bosamond Clifford, and had 
been Lord Justice of Ireland for one year, when he died 
in 1260* By Emelina, who died in 12dl, the Baron 
had one son and two daughters : — 

Gerald, fourth Baron* 

Mabel, or Amabilia, who died unmarried, having settled 
her property on her cousin John, afterwards Earl of 
Kildare. 

' Juliana, who in 1276 manned Thomas de Clare, son 

of Richard, Earl of Gloucester. They had two daughters, 
Margaret, married to Bartholomew, Lord Baddlesmere, 
. «nd Maud| married to Sobers Lord de Clifford. 

t "Btffider of All Hallows, pp. ziiL and zvii. 

C 
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GKRAT.D, FOUETH BAKON. 

Sir Gerald Fitz Maurice, fburih Baron of Offiilj, in 

1260, completed the Franciscan or Grey Abbey at Kil- 
dare, which had been commenced hy William de Vesci 4 
and in 1271, he founded the Franciscan Ahbej, at Clane. 
He succeeded his father in his harony in 1277. 

In 1285, the lands of Theobald de Verdon, in Meath, 
having been plundered by O'Connor Faly, the Baron in 
reYcnge invaded OffiiJy, hnt in the battle that ensued 
was taken prisoner.* 

In 1287, being at war with Tnrlough O'Brien, he 
was wounded in a battle in Thomond, when his brother- 
in-law, Thomas de Glare, Bichard TaaflSs, Bidiard 
Deyiter, and Nicholas Teeling, were slidn.t He soon 
after died at Rathmore, and was buried at Kildare. He 
had some time before his death settled Offaly and the 
manor of Majnooth on his cousin, John Fitz Thomas, 
afterwards £arl of Kildare. 

Gerald Fitz Maurice, second son of the second Baron, 
married Johanna, daughter of Sir Geoffrey de Geneville, 
Lord of Trim,l and of Maud, co-heiress of Walter de 
Xacy. In 1277 he was drowned in passing from Eng- 
land to Ireland. He had one son and one daughter : — 

Maurice, hfth Baron. 

• Annals of Inulsfallen. f Ibid. 

I Libci Mauarum SiberoisD, i. 35. 
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Juliana, married Jolin de Cogan, by whom she had a 
son, J ohn. She granted to her cousin, John Fitz Thomas, 
tlie manors of Crom, Adare, Castlerobert, and Geajshill, 
.to which she succeeded as heiress of her brother, on 
condition that she should have the manor of Maynoutli 
for her life, and the dower to which she was entitled on 
the death of her sbter-in-law, Agnes de YaleDGe, and 
her mother, Johanna de GeneTille.* 

Maurice appears to have succeeded as fifth Baron of 

Offaly. He married Agnes de Valence, daughter of 
William, Earl of Pembroke, and great grand-daughter 
of £ya, daughter of Permot M^Murrough ; but died 
without issue. 

THOMAS FITZUAimiCE. 

Thomas Fitz Maurice, third son of the second Baron, 
founded the Franciscan Abbey at Castledermot, the 
ruins of which s^ remain, and also the Trinitarian 
Abhey at Adare, for the redemption of Christian cap- 
tives from the Moors ; the monks of which wore red 
and blue crosses on their breasts. The Baron was pei% 
Buaded to biuld this Abbey by Dunbar, Earl of March, 
a Scottish nobleman, who was a patron of this order, 
which had redeemed two of his servants from capti- 
>i^.t The Abbey is now the Boman Catholic Chapel of 
Adare. 

* Earl of Kildaie's Bed Book. f Lopes Biit. del Ordm. 
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Thomas FitzMaarice is called by the annalist 

O'Clery,* Baron of Offaly, and Baron of Geashill, having 
built the Castle of Geashill. 

He married, first, Bohesia, or Bose, daughter of 
Richard de St. Michael, Lord of Rheban,t and hmress of 
Athy and Woodstock ; they had one son, John, his suc- 
cessor. Secondly, Margaret, daughter of Thnmas Lord 
Mandeville. And thirdlj, Maij, daughter of Theobald 
Walter, or Butler. 

The ancient war-cry of the Geraldines of Kildare was 
Crom-a-boo,'' and that of the Desmond Branch Shanet- 
a-boo.** Abii,'' or Abo," an exclamation of defiance,! 
was the usual termination of the war^^ries in Ireland, 
and was added to the distinctive watchword of each 
tribe* Crom (Groom) and Sbanet (Sbanid) were two 
casdes, about sixteen miles apart, in the County Lime- 
rick, the ruins of which still remain. They belonged 
to the two principal branches of the Geraldmes, and 
being on the borders of the O'Briens' country and the 
constant object of attadk, ^Crom-apboo" or ^ Shanet- 
a-boo** was shouted in opposition to the " Lamhlaider-a- 
boo," " the strong hand to victory," of the O'Briens. In 
1495, the Act of 10 Henry YXL c 20, was passed to 
abolish the words Crom-a-boo and Butler-a4H>o." 

The following are traditions in coniicxion with the 
origin of the monkey being the crest of the Ofialy 
Geraldines : — 

John Fits Thomas, afterwards Earl of Eildare, then 
an infant, was in the Castle of Woodstock, near Athy, 

•Ganealogj. f ^bor Vmi*Hib. 1 34. 

} O^Donovaa's Ir. Gram. p. 827. 
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when there was an alarm of fire. In the confhaion that 

ensued the child was forgotten, and when the servants 
returned to search for him, the room in which he lay 
was found in ruins. Soon after a strange noise was 
heard on one of the towers, and on looking up they saw an 
ape, which was usually kept chained, carefully holding 
the child in his arms. The Earl a^%erwa^d'^, in gratitude 
for his preservation^ adopted a monkey for his crest and 
supporters, and some of his descendants, in memory of it, 
took the udditioiiul motto of *Non immemor beneficii/" 

The other tradition is, that Thomas Fitz Maurice was 
only' nine months old when his &ther and grandfather 
were slain at the battle of Callan, in 1261. The child 
was at Tralee, and on his attendants rushing out alarmed 
at the inteiligenoe» he was left alone in his cradle, when 
a tame haboon or ape took him np in his arms and ran 
with him to the top of the tower of the neighbouring 
Al)l)cy. After carrying him round the battlements and 
exhibiting him to the frightened spectators, he brought 
the infiint hack to its cradle in safety. Thomas was, in 
consequence, surnamed " An Appagh" (in Irish), " Simi- 
acus"" or " the Ape."* He, however, was ancestor to the 
Earls of Desmond. 

When Dean Swift was writing " Gnlliver^s Trayels,** 
he had (juarrelled with the Karl of Kildare, and in order 
to vex him, introduced into his story the part in which 
his hero is carried off and fed by the Brobdinagian 
ape. 

* (yj>tXf9 QenldmM, p. 83. 
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JOHN, FIRST EARL OF KILDARE. 

John Fitz Thomas Fitz Gerald, Baron of Oflalj, was 

the only surviving male descendant of tlic first Baron. 

In 1264, he was at the meeting at Castledermot, 
when his uncle, the third Baron, seized and impri* 
soned the Lord JosticOi Bichard de Capella, and other 
Barons.* 

About the year 1293, he was at variance with William 
de Vesci, Lord of KUdare, a Baron much esteemed hj 
the King, Edward L Their disputes appear to haye 
arisen in consequence of the contiguity of tlieir estates 
in Kildare. De Vesci, being Lord Justice of Ireland, 
stated openly that John Fitz Thomas was tiie cause of 
the existing disturbances, and that he was ^ in private 
quarrels us fierce as a lyoii, but in publicke injuries as 
meeke as a lambe/t Tins having been reported to the 
Baron, he, in the presence of the Lords of the Council, 
replied: "Ton would gladly charge me with treason, 
that by shedding my bloud, and by catching my lands 
into your douches, that but so neere upon your lands of 
Eyldare, you might make your sonne a proper gentle, 
man." " A gentleman," quoth the Lord Justice, " thou 
bold Baron, 1 tell thee, the Vescis were gentlemen before 
the Geraldines were Barons of O^ly, yea, and before 
that Welsh bankrupt, thyne ancestour (he meant Sir 
Maurice Fitz Giralde), fethered his nest in Liinster,** 
and then accused him of being \' a supporter of thieves 

« Camden's An. f Campi<Mi. 
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and upholder of traytonw," **Ab for irjy ancestor" re- 
plied the Baron, " wliom you termc a Ijankrupt, how 
riche or how poore he was upon his repajrc to Ireland, 
I purpose not at this time to debate, yet this much I 
maj boldly say, that he came hither as a byer, not a 
beggar. He bouglit his enemie's land by spending his 
bloud. But you, lurking like a spider in his copwed 
to entrappe flies, endeayour to beg subjects livings 
wrongfully by despoyling them of their lives, I, John 
Fitz Tliomas, Baron of OilUly, doe tell thee, William 
Yesci, that I am noe traytor, noe felon, but that thou 
art the only battress, by whieh the King's enemies 
are supported.** He then appealed to the King, who 
summoned them both to England (some say they went 
of their own accord). When they were in the King's 
presence, de Yesci commenced by accusing the Baron 
of encouraging rebellion against his authority, and 
Oflfaly having, in return, accused the Justiciary of cor- 
ruption, saying, that while the nobility were excluded 
from his presence, ^ an Irish cow could at all timies have 
access to him," and that a cow, a horse, a hawk, a silver- 
bell, were the real causes of the disturbances, ended thus : 
" But so much as our mutual complaints stand upon the 
one his Tea, and the other his Nay, and that you would 
be taken for a champion, and I am known to be no 
ooward, let us, in God's name, leave lieiug for varlets, 
bearding for ruffians, facing for crakers, chatting for 
twattlers, scolding for callets, booking ibr scriyeneis, 
pleading for lawyers, and L t us try with the dint of 
swords, as become martial men to do, our mutual quarrels. 
Wherefore, to justify that I am a true subject^ and that 
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thoQ, Yesci, art an arch-traitor to God and to my King, 

here, in the presence of his Highness, and in the hearing 
of this hoBOurable assemblj, I challenge the combat" 
The andience applauded^ and the challenge having been 
accepted by de Tesci, the King fixed the day for the 
combat ; but de Vesci, having before the appointed time 
fled to France, the King declared Ofialy innocent, and 
added : ^ Albeit de Vesci conveyed his person into 
France, yet he left his lands behind him in Irdand," and 
he granted them to the Baron.* 

Another version of this transaction is, that daring his 
sojoom in Dublin de Vesci was accused in open court, 
in the presence of CUbert de Clare, Eail of Gloucester, 
and others, of felony, and challenged to the combat by 
John Fitz Thomas. He subsequently instituted a suit, 
before the Chief Justice in Dublin against the said 
Fitz Thomas for defamation, in saying that he, de Vesci, 
had solicited him to a conspiracy against the King. 
Fitz Thomas, denying this chai^po, ddiveied into court 
a schedule containing the words which he adknowledged. 
He was then defied to the combat by William, and 
accepted the challenge. But the King being apprised 
of the proceedings, by a writ, dated 21st of April, 1294, 
prohibited the battle, and ordered both to appear before 
him at "Westminster.! To this place de Vesci came, 
mounted on his war-horse, covered, and armed with lance, 
dagger, and coat-of-mail, and proffered himself to fight. 
But Fitz Thomas, though callei], did not appear. This 
affair was afterwards brought before Parliament, but 

* HoUnahed. f Lib. Mun. Hib. it. 3. 
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dismiBsed.* Id 1297| de Vesci made a snmnder of the 
lands in Ireland to which he had sncoeeded as heir of his 

mother, Agnes de Ferrers ; and the manor and town of 
Kildare were afterwards granted to Fitz Thomas. 

In I2H Bichard de Bui^h, the Bed Earl" of Ulster, 
who, after the death of Gerald, fonrth Baron ofOfMy, and 
his brother-in-law^Thomas de Clare, in 1286, had attained 
great power, claimed the lands of Theobald de Yerdon 
in Meaih, and took forcible possession of them. The 
Baron of Offaly, however, went to the assistance of de 
Yerdon, and having taken the Earl and his brother, 
William de Burgh, prisoners in Meath, on the 6th De- 
cember, confined them in his Castle of Lej. They were, 
on the 12th March, 1295, liberated by order of the 
Parliament, held at liiikenny, on giving as hostages the 
Earrs two sons ;t and a truce for two years was con« 
dnded. 

In 1294, the Baron marched against and defeated the 
Irish of Offaly, who, under Calvagh, brother of O'Connor 
Faly, had invaded the Pale in great force, seized the 
Castle of Kildare, and burnt the rolls and tallies relating 
to the records and accounts of the county. He then 
invaded and ravaged Connaught.t 

In 1295, his name appears third in the list of a Par- 
liament held in that year, 33 Ed. III., by the Lord 
Justice, Sir John Wogan, following those of Bichard 
Earl of Ulster, and Geofirey de Geneyille.§ 

In 1296, he and the Bed Earl* went with their forces 

* Burke*B Extinct Peerage. f Amiala of Innisfallen. 

X AnDAbof tfM Four MAston. J lab. Mod. Hib. L 3«. 
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to Scutlaud to a^.sist the King, Etlward I., who enter- 
tained them sumptuously in Roxburgh Castle. In that 
year King John Balioi was taken prisoner bj Edward 
and Sir Wllliani WaDaee then undertook the deliverance 
of Scotland. 

In 1298, the disputes between the Geraldines and 
de Borgfas were finally settled, through the interference 
of Sir JohnWogan, the Lord Jnstice. It was tlicn agreed 
that the Earl of Ulster should give his daughter in 
marriage to Thomas Fitz Gerald, the Baron's son, and 
that Lord OMj skoM give the Earl 3,000 marks as 
iudemnity for all losses, to be discharged as follows : 
6ligo and its appurtenances to be assigned for 1,000 ; 
his silver plate for 1,000 ; and 1,000 to be retained as 
the portion of the Earl's daughter** The marriage did 
not take place until lol2. 

In 1299 the Baron was again summoned to attend 
the King, with horse and arms, in his best array, for 
war against the Scots,* and to meet him at Withwelaun 
on the 1st of March. 

In 1301 he went a third time to Scotland, and re* 
mained there from a fortnight before Lammas to the 1st 
November, when he returned to Ireland. 

In 1307 he and his son-iudaw, Sir Edmund Butler, 
afterwards Earl of Carrick, marched into Connaughtand 
then into Offidy, where they relieved Ley Castle, which 
was besieged by the Irish, who had razed Geashill 
Castle.t 

In 1312 he went in command of the forces which were 

• Lodge. t Grace's Aanals. 
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sent into Munster, and at Adare knigbted Nicholas 

Fitz Maurice, tliird Lord of Kerry, and Robert Clonkull 
for their good services. 

In 1315, Edward Bruce having invaded Ireland, the 
King, Edward II., required the ''Magnates HibemisB** to 
sign a " letter of allegiance," and to give hostages to be 
kept in Dublin Castle. At the bead of the subscribers 
to this letter is Johan le Fuiz Thomas Seigneur 

Bruce with his army having advanced into Kildare as 
far as the Moat of ArdscuU, was there opposed by the Lord 
Justice, Sir Edmund Butler, the Baron of Offiily, and 
other lords of Leinster and Munster. A skirmish ensued, 
in which several Scottish knights and officers fell, who 
were buried in the church of the Dominican monastery 
at Atby.t But in consequence of feuds among its leaders 
the Anglo-Irisli army retreated from the fickl of battle, 
and the Lord Justice was afi;erwards so occupied in 
repelling the attacks of the Irish, that he was unable to 
march against the Scots again that year. 

In 1315, the Baron built and endowed the Aiigustinian 
Abbey at Adare, the ruins of which are in the demesne 
of Adare Manor. 

On the 14th May, 1316, Edward II. created him 
Earl of Kildare by a patent dat^ at Westminster, and 
granted to him for his gooil service," the castle and 
town of Kildare. (Appendix 1.) 

He survived his elevation but a short time, dying at 
Maynooth, or Laraghbryan, on the 10th September, 1316, 
and was buried in the Grey Abbey at Kildare. 

* liber Manerain Hiberniee, ir. 6. | Grace's Anuals. 
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Muireadach O'Daly wrote thus of the Earl in 1601 : — 

" John the redoubtable, 
Than whom no poet was more learned. 
The fint Lcloffter Earl wifhonft reproacih, 
Tlw lugli-iiiiiiM man, to hie «sgagomenti tm. 

It is from John, then, the noble man, 

That they the heroes of Lcinster deacend ; 

Men whoBe valour never fails 

When the shafts of spears are in battle bent."* 

The Earl iiiarricd Blanche Roche, daughter of John, 



Baron of f ermoj. Thej had two sons and two 
daughters: — 

Gmld, who died young in 1308. 

Thomas, Becond Earl ot Kildare. 

Joan, married in 1302 to Sir Edmund Butler, created 
Earl of Oarrick, anoestor of the Marquis of Ormonde. 

Elizaheth, married to Sir Nicholas Netterville, ances- 
tor of the Viscounts Nettcrville. 



Thomas, second Earl of Kildare, is descrihed as being 
** a prudent and wise man."t On the 16th August, 1312, 
he married at Green Gastlei on Garlingford Bay, in the 
County of Down, Lady Joan de Bni^, third daughter 

of the " Ked Earl" of Ulster, and sister of Ellen, wife 
of King Eobert Bruce, and of Margaret, Countess of 
Desmond. 

♦ Translated from the Irish, by Eugene Curry, 
f Qraoe's Annals. 
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He succeeded his father in 1316 ; and at the end of 
the same year he was appointed hj the Kiag to the 
command of an army of, it is said, 30,000 men, ndsed 
to oppose the Scots. On the 28th March, 1317, the 
army was quartered in Kilkenny. In April, Roger 
Mortimer, having been appointed Josticiaiy, landed in 
Ireland, and sent letters, ordering that no attack should 
be made on the Scots until he should arrive. But, owing 
to the indecision of the Parliament sitting in Dublin, 
the £arl received no orders until 1318, when he was 
commanded to march against Edward Bruce, who, re- 
treating towards the north, was defeated and slain near 
Dundalk by Sir John Bermingham * 

In 1317 the office of Sheriff of Kildare, which had 
been reserved in the patent of the Earldom, was granted 
to the Earl and his heirs male,t and was still possessed 
by Gerald, ninth Earl, in the reign of Henry YIIL 

In 1319 the Earls of Eildare and Louth, Arnold le 
Poer and Sir John Wogan, were appointed Commis^ 
sioners to inquire into all treasons committed in Ireland 
during Brace's invasion.} 

In 1320 the Earl was appointed Lord Justice of 
Ireland, when he received a patent enabling him " to 
subject such of his Irish tenants to the laws of England, 
as chose to be governed by theuL" He only held that 
office for a year. 

In December, 1322, he was summoned to meet the 
King at Carlisle, on the Ist June, with 300 men-at- 
arms, 1,000 hobelleiB (light cavalry), and 6,000 in&ntry. 

* Qnoe's Aimalf. j Bed Book. X ByoMr. 
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But he subsequently received notice that his services 
would not be required, in consequence of a truce with 
the Scots.* 

In Febnmiy, 1326, on the accession of Edward III., 

he was re-appointed as Lord J ustice, and held that office 
until his death. 

Under his administration a feud broke out between 
the Geraldines of Desmond, aided bj the Buders and 
Berminghams on the one side, and the Poers and de 
Burghs on the other, in conse(iuence of Arnold le Peer 
haying called Maurice Fitz Gerald, afterwards created 
Earl of Desmond, ^ a Rhymer.'' The Earl of Kildai«, 
anxious to reconcile them, ordered Fitz Gerald, Le Poer, 
and their adherents, to appear before the Council. In- 
stead of obeying, Le Peer fled to England, and Fitz 
Gerald invaded and plundered his lands. The Earl, 
determined to suppress these di.^orders, raised trui)i>s, 
strengthened the garrisons, and sent messengers to the 
King, who issaed a mandate ordering them to submit 
themsdves to his Deputy. They then agreed to appear 
before the Council at Kilkenny, and sued for a charter 
of pa)rdon.t 

This Earl introdnoed the old Irish exaction of 

" Lonaght," called by the English " coin andlivery," i. e., 
money and food for man and horse, without payment^ 
into Kildare, as did the Earls of Ormonde and Desmond 
into their territories, to enable them to maintun their 

forces against the Scots. I 

* Lib. Mun. Hib. ir. 80. | Grace's AzmalB. 
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He added the chapel of St. Mary to the church of the 

Franciscan monaster/ at Castledermot, which his grand- 
father had founded.* 

He died at Maynootii on the 9th April, 1328, being 
at tiie time Lord Justice, and was buried before the 
altar of the chapel of Our Lady, in the Grey Abbey at 
KUdare. 

He marriedf in 1312, Lady Joan de Burgh, daughter 
of Richard, Earl of Ulster. She re-married, on the 3rd 
July, 1329, at Maynooth, Sir John Darcy, who was that 
year appointed Lord Justice,! by whom she had a son, 
WUllam, bom at Maynooth, in 1330. She died on 
the 23rd April, 1859, and was buried at Kildare, beside 
the Earl, by whom she had three sons : — 

John, bom in 1314, and died in 1323, in his ninth 
year. 

Richard, third Elu I. 

Maurice, fourth Earl. 

&ICHAED» THIRD SABL. 

Richard, third Earl of Kildare, was born in 1317. He 
only anrvived his &ther a little more than a year, dying 
at Rathangan on the 7th July, 1329, at the age of twelve 

years, and was buried on the right hand of his father, in 
the Grey Abbey at Kildare. 

1CA17BIGE, FOURTH SABL. 

Maurice, fourth Earl of Kildare, was born in 1318. 
Being under age when he succeeded his brother in 

• Grose's Ant of Irelaiid. f Wuiu s Amiab. 
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1329, the King, Edward ill., as his guardian, granted 
the lands of Kildare, Maynooth, Crom, Adare, and Est* 
grene, to Sir John Darcj, the Earl's step-&ther, during 

his minority. 

In 1339, having just come of age, he marched against 
the O'Dempseys, who had invaded Kildare, pursued 
them so closely that many of them were drowned in the 
River Barrow, and brout^ht back to Dublin the greatest 
booty ever taken at that time in Ireland. 

In 1342, Edward IIL, having directed the Lord Jus- 
tice, Sir John Darcy, by an ordinance, to permit Eng. 
lishmen alone to hold ofi&ce in Ireland, great dissensions 
arose between the English by blood," and the English 
by birth." The Lord Justice, in October, summoned a 
Parliament to meet in Dublin, but the Earl of Eildare 
and the other Anglo-Irish lords, called, at the same 
time, a General Assembly at Kilkenny, which resolved 
to present a petition to the King, who received the 
remonstrance with clLfcrcrice, and returned an answer 
calculated to allay the discontent. 

In 1345, the Lord Justice, Sir fialph Ufford, deter- 
mined to curb the rapidly increasing power of the EarL 
Under pretence of raising forces to serve under the King 
in France, he sent Sir William Burton to the Earl, 
with two writs, one containing the royal summons, the 
other a secret power to arrest him. So soon, however, 
on the proclamation of the royal order, did the EarFs 
followers assemble, that he was unable to execute the 
second writ The Earl was then summoned to Dublin 
to attend the Council, and while in the Council Chamber 
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in the Court of Exchequer, he was arrested by Sir W. 
Burtoo, and imprisoned in Dublin Castle.* 

On the 2Brd May, 1346, he was released on the 
recognizanees of twenty-four lords and gentlemen ; and 
in November, lie, with the Lord Justice Benuingham, 
invaded the territory of Leiii, and forced (yMoie to 
give hostages. 

On the 26th January, 1347, the Earl was snmmoned 
to be ready in London, by the next Easter, to go abroad 
with the King, with thirty men-at-arms and forty hobel- 
lers ; and the Treasurer of Ireland was directed to pay 
for their passage and their reasonable expenses. t The 
Earl, in consequence, accompanied the King to France, 
and was present at the siege of Calais, which was taken 
on the 4th June, and where, for his gallant conduct 
as leader of the Irish division, he was knighted by 
Edward 11 L He there married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Sir Bartholomew Burghersh.l 

In 1356, he was commanded by the King to 
** strengthen and maiiitain his castles at Kilkta, Kath- 
more, and Bailymore, under pain of forteiting the 
same.*^ 

In that year, and again in 1357, he was appointed 

Justiciary of Ireland. I! 

In 1358, it having been ordered that no person, ex* 
oept merchants, should leave Ireland without the King^s 
license, the Earl was, in consequence, prohibited from 

doing so.H 

In the same year certain forces having been asttigned 

♦ Grace's Annals. f Lib 'Shm. Hib. iv. 85. | Grace's Annals. 
§ liot. in Can. Hib. |1 Lib. Mun. Hib. It. 18 & 20. ^ ibid. 2U 
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for tiie defence of tiie County of Eildare, the Earl was, 
on the 14th September, appointed supervisor of the four 
Commissioners for collecting their paj by a cess of 40d. 
on every canieate of tilled land, and 40d. on chattels of 
the value of £G ; the carucate consisted of 140 acres. 
The Earl and the County of ILUdare supplied the pay 
for twenty-four men-at-arms and horses at 8d., 200^ 
hobellers at 4d., and 400 foot at 1 ^d. per diem, for a 
fortnight, or so long as the wur bliould last.* The Earl 
in that year received from the County of Carlow 60s., 
for preventing the O'Mores from huming the town of 
Eilla1>an.t 

On the 30th March, 1360, he was appointed Lord 
Justice with the usual salary of £500 per annum, out 
of which he was obliged to maintain twenty men and 
horses, constantly in arms^t 

On the 22nd March, 1371, he was appointed Lord 
Deputy and Custos of the realm. 

On the 27th March, 1372, being at Naas, he issued 
mandates to the Earl of Desmond and others, to meet 
him with all their men-at-arms, hobellers, and archers, 
horse and foot, in the Co. Limerick, to defend it against 
O'Brien of Thomond. 

On the 10th February, 1375, and again in 1377, he 
was appointed Lord Deputy. 

In 1378, he presented a petition to the King, stating 
that having accompanied the Lord Justice, the Earl of 
Ormonde, "in a certain great hosting upon the O'Mor- 
choes of Slewmargy,** he had lost six men and four 

• Rot. cl. 32 Ed TIT. f Ibid. 

J Boriase s licduc. oi Ix., p. 63. 
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coats of mail, and uther armour, aud asking for compen- 
sation. He accordingly received a grant of £10 out of 
the Exchequer. 

On the 29th May, 1390, a writ was issued to him to 
remove Cuiiiior, son of Dunough O'Dempsey, " the King's 
Irish enemy," from the Castle of Kildare to Dublin Gastlei 
for safer custody.* 

He was a great benefactor to the Priory of Saint 
Wolstaus. 

He died on the 25th August, 1390, and was buried 
in the Church of the Holy Trinity, now Christ Chunsh 

Cathedral, in Dublin. He was a person of great piety. 

He married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Batholomew 
Burghersh, Knight of the Garter, and with her obtained 
some lands in Meath. They had four sons, besides 
daughters : — 

Gerald, htth Earl. 

John, ) 

Thomas, who was Sherifi ui Limerick in 1403, and 
who left no issue. 

G££AU), FIFTH £AEL. 

Gerald, fifth Earl of Kildare, succeeded his father in 
1390. 

In 1398, he was taken prisoner by Calva^, son of 

Murrogh O'Connor Faly, and delivered up to his father, 
the Chie^ who appears to have liberated him on paying 
ninsom soon after.t 
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In June, 1400, he was, with Patrick Fox and Walter 
Fitz Gerald, appointed Keeper and Supervisor of the 
Peace, in the Coantlea of Cork, Limerick, aad Kerry. 

On the 7th Septemher, 1405, he was made Lord 
Deputy to Thomas of Lancaster, son of Ilonry IV., 
afterwards created Duke of Gloucester, the Lord Lieu- 
tenant He held that office nntil Oetoher, 1406. 

In 1407, he assisted his successor, Sir Stephen Scroop, 
in subduing Art M*Murrogh, and other Irish chiefs, and 
in a hattle at Callan, in Kilkenny, he defeated O'Carrol, 
who was slain with 800 of his men. 

In 1408, he built the White Castle at New Lcighlin. 
Of this Castle there are no remains. In August, vvhen 
Thomas, of Lancaster, the Lord Lieutenant, landed at 
Carlingford, the Earl went to meet him, hut was, with 
three of his faniily, sudilenly arrested, and sent prisoner 
to Dublin Ciistle, and all his goods plundered by the 
servants of the Lord Lieutenant. He was afterwards 
liberated on paying a fine of 300 marks.* The cause of 
this arrest is doubtful, but is supposed to have been, 
because be and Adam O'Nolan refused to state the 
reason why they would not permit the King to present 
a fit person to the Prebend of Maynooth,** which, tliougli 
in the gift of the Earl, appears to have been claimed by 
the Crown. 

He died in 1410, and was buried in the Grey Abbey, 
at Kfldare. 

He married Margaret, daughter and heiress of Sir 
John Rochfort. She had been granted in ward to his 

* Karleburrough. 
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Ittdier hj Richard II., in 1381, and was only fourteen 

years of age when he married lier. They had two sons, 
and one daughter : — 

John, sixth £arl. 

Thomas, who died without issue. 

Ladj Joan, married first to Jenico Grey, hy whom she 
had no issue ; and secondly, to James, fourth Earl of 
Ormonde. 

JOHN, SIXTH EABL. 

John, sixth Earl of Kildare, was sumamed ^ Grouch 
back," and " Shane Cam" by the Irish.* 

In 1410, he succeeded his father. 

In 1418, he was arrested at Clane, in Kildare, and 
imprisoned in the Castle of Trim, *^for having commu- 
nicated with the Prior of Kilniainham."t It is not known 
what was the Prior's offence. 

In October, 1420, he received twenty marks, to defray 
the expenses which he had incurred ^ in resisting the 
Irish enemies and Eu^^^L^h rebels on the frontiers of the 
Pale." 

He strengthened and enlarged the Castles of Maynooth 
and Kilkea. The former had then been for more than 

a century the principal residence of the Earls, and was 
" one of the largest and richest Earl's houses in Ireland.** 
He died on the 17th of October, 1427, and was buried 
in the Monastery of All Saints, or AH HaIlow8,t on the 
site of which is Trinity College, in Dublin. 

* Annuls of the Four Masters. f Harleburrough. 

I Grace's Annals. 
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He married Margaret de la Heme, and had an onl j 
son: — 

Thomas, seventh Earl. 

THOMAS, SEVLNlli ilAEL. 

Thomas, seveuth Earl of Kildaie, buccecded his falLer 
in 1427. 

In 1454, he was appointed Lord Deputy to Richard 
Plantagenet, Doke of York, father of Edward lY. 

In 145G, lie was rG-a])pomted to that office, which he 
held until 1459. During that period he held several 
Parliaments in Dublin and at Naas. 

In 1459, the Four Masters relate in their Annals : A 

great defeat given by the Earl of Kildare to O'Connor 

Faly." 

In 1460, he was again appointed Lord Deputy by the 
Duke of York, who wisely divided his confidenee between 

the Earl oi' Kildare, a Yorkist, and the Earl of Ormonde, 
a Lancastrian, confiding the sword of office to each in 
tarn. When he fell at the battle of WtUiefield, there 
were slain under his banner several members of both 
families.* On the death of the Duke, in 1460, the Earl 
of Kildare was elected by the Council Lord Justice. 

In 146 If he was, on the accession of Edward lY., 
re-appointed Lord Justice, and took the oaths in Christ 
Church, Dublin, before the Parliament and Council 

Eichard, Duke of York, £either of Edward IV., having 
granted to the Eail the manor of Moyli^h, in the 
Connty of Meath, without having obtained the license of 

* Uoon*8 Irdsnd. 
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Henry VI. for alienating it, a pardon for that offence 

was granted by Edward IV. to the Earl soon after his 
accession on the 5th July, 1461, with a confirmation of 
the conveyance. 

In January, 1463, he was appointed Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland for life, with a fee of X40 per annum, and 
10s. per diem. This appointment was confirmed by the 
Act, 12th Edward IV. 

In 1464, he and his wife, Lady Joan Fitz Gerald, 
founded and endowed the Franciscan Abbey, at Adare.* 
They built the church, and gave it two chalices of silver, 
and the great bell, which cost £10. The chapel of this 
Abbey is now the parish church of Adare. 

In 1467, he, his brother-in-law, the Earl of Desmond, 
and £dward Flunkett, were attainted by the Act, 6th 
Edward IV., passed in a Parliament, held at Drogheda, 
"for alliance, fosterage, and alterage, with the King's 
Irish enemies." They were arrested, and Desmond, who 
had opposed the King's marriage with Lady Elizabeth 
WoodeyHle, widow of Sir John Grey, was beheaded. 
Eildare having made his escape from prison, repaired to 
England, where he pleaded his cause so well before the 
Sing, that the Act of Attainder was repealed by the 
same Parliament, and he was in the same year appointed 
Lord Justice. 

Holinshed relates the following anecdote of this Earl : 
1470. Within a mile of Gastledermott, is there a 

place marked with two hillocks, which is named *the 
Geraldine, his throw or cast,' the length of which in verie 
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deed is woonderfiiU. The occasion proceeded of this. 
One of the Giraldins, pieded an enemie of his. The 

Earle of Kjldare having intelligence thereof, suppressing 
affection of kindred, and moved by zeal of justice, pur« 
sned him with a great troope of horsemen, as the other 
was bringing of the prede homeward. The Giraldine 
havliig notice aiven him that the Earle was in hotte 
pursute, being nettled that his kinsman woulde seeme to 
rescue the prede of his deadlie fo ; as he was in such 
fretting wise, frieing in bis grease, be brake out in 
these cholericke words : ' And death my cousin Ivildurc 
pursue me in deed? Now, in good faith, whereas he 
seemeth to be a suppressor of his kindred, and an up- 
bolder of my mortall enemie, I would wish him no more 
harme than that this dnri were as far in his bodie, as it 
shall sticke forthwith in the ground/ And therewithal 
giving the spurres to his horse, he hurled his dart so 
farre, as be abashed, with the length thereof as well his 
companie as his posteritie. The Giraldine was not very 
farre from thense, when the Earle with his band made hot 
foot after, and dogging still the traeke of the predours, 
he came to the place where the darte was hurled, where 
one pickthauke or other let the Earle to understand of 
the Giraldine his wilde speeches there delivered. And 
to enhanse the offence, he showed bim how farre be 
hurled h\> dart, when he wished it to be pitched in his 
Lordship's bodie. The Earl, astonied thereof, said : 
^ Now, in good sooth, my cousine, in behaving so coura- 
giouslie, is worthy to have the prede shot free. And for 
my part, I purpose not so much to stomack his chole- 
rick wish, as to embrace his valiant prowess.' And 
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therewitbal commanded the retreat to be blowne, and 

reculed backe.*** 

In 1471, the Earl of Kiidarc and people of Meath 
made an incarsion into Farney (Goonty of Monaghan), 
and committed great depredation on McMahon.t 

In that year (1471), he was appointed Lord Deputy, 
haWng been Lord Justice since 1467. 

The Earl held two Parliaments at Drogbeda, and in 
1472 one at Naas, in which an Act was passed to com- 
pel merchants to import from England bows and arrows 
to the value of 20s. for every £20 of other goods. 

In 1473, was passed the Act confirming his appoint- 
ment as Lord Chancellor for life. 

In 1475, the Earl was dismissed from his office of 
Lord Deputy, and his inveterate enemy, William Sher- 
wood, Bishop of Meath, appointed as hb successor, under 
whom the dissensions between the Geraldincs and Butlers 
became very formidable. 

This Earl established the Order of the ''Brothers of 
St George," consisting of thirteen persons of the highest 
rank uud most approved loyalty, belonging to the Coun- 
ties of Dublin, Kiidare, Meath, and Louth ; 120 mounted 
archers and 40 horsemen, attended by 40 pages. The 
archers received six pence per diem, and the horsemen 
five pence for themselves, with four marks per diem. 
The object of the fraternity was to resist the Irish 
enemies and English rebels. The officers assembled 
annually in Dublin on St George's Day to elect their 
captain. These 13 officers and 200 men then composed 
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the whole standing army, supported by the goverament 

in Ireland. The Earl's son, Gerald, was the first knight 
elected, and was appointed captain. The iraternity was 
dissolved by Act of Parliament in 1494. 

The Earl died on the 25th March, 1477, and was 

buried beside his father in the Monastery of All Hallows, 
near Dublin. 

He married Lady Joan Fitz Gerald, daughter of James, 
seventh Earl of Desmond. She died in 1486, and was 

buried in the monastery at Adare, which she and her 
husband had founded. They had four sons and two 
daughters 

1. Gerald, eighth Earl. 

2. Sir Thomas of Laccagh, appointed in 1484 Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland for life. He was slain in the 
battle of Stoke, fighting for Lambert Simnd, in 1487. 

3. James. 

4. Maurice. 

The descendants of the three younger sons are extinct 
in the male line. 

1. Lady Eleanor, married to Henry M'Owcn O'Neill, 
chief of his clan. Her son, Con More, married his 
cousin, Lady Alice, daughter of the eighth Earl. She 
died on the 14th Novmber, 1497.* 

2. Lady Anne. 

* Annals of the Four Masters. 
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GERALD, EIGHTH EABL. 

Gerald, eighth Earl of Eildare, called by the Irish 

*'Gcroit More," or the Gicut, succeeded his father in 
1477. 

In 147S| in consequence of the fends between the 
Geraldines and Butlers, the Bishop of Meaih was deputed 

by the Parliament to inform the King, Edward TV., as to 
the state of the country. The Bishop being very inimical 
to the Geraldines, the £arl sent some of his friends to 
state his case to the King, and was so successliil that he 
was in that year appuinted Lord Deputy. 

This appointment was soon after cancelled, as the 
King wished to set aside both the rival factions, and 
Henry Lord Grey, of Codnor, was sent OTcr as Lord 
Depuly, with a guard of 300 men-at-arms and a company 
of archers. 

The letters, dismissing the Earl from his office, being 

sealed with the Kings private seal^ he refused to obey 
them, and summoned a Parliament at Naas, on the 
Friday after the feast of St» Petronilla the Virgin, in 
which an Act was passed, authorising the Lord Justice 
Gerol, Earl of Kildare, to adjourn and prorogue Parlia- 
ment at pleasure, while necessarily employed against 
the insurgents.*^ He prorogued this Parliament several 
times* At the same time Lord Portlester, father-in-law 
to the Earl, carried off the great seal, and Keating, 
Prior of Kilmainham, the Constable of Dublin CasUe, 
refused to deliTer up that fortress to the new Beputy. 

* labcr Muneram HiberniSi pi. vi. p. 2. 
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Lord Grey then called a Parliament in Dublin, declared 

the great seal cancelled, and summoned the Constable to 
snrrcnflor the Csistlc. In the midst of these contentions 
the death of the Duke of Clarence, the Lord Lieutenant^ 
caused a vacancy in the o£Sce of Lord Deputy. When 
the intelligence of his death reached Ireland, tlie Council 
assembled and elected the £arl Lord Justice ; but in the 
meanwhile the King sent a new commission to Lord 
Grey. Soon after the King summoned both the Earl 
and Lord Grey to appear before him, when the latter, 
tired of these proceedings, resigned his office, and the 
Earl was appointed Lord Deputy to Biehard, Duke of 
Gloucester, by a commission, which was to last for four 
years, dated 5 th May, 1480, and issued under the 
Duke's patent and sealed with the King's privj seal. 
The Earl covenanted by indenture to keep the realm 
safely, and for that purpose was to have XGuO per 
annum to maintain eighty mounted archers, and forty 
mounted spearmen. 

He held a Parliament in Dublin soon after, in which 
the export of hawks from Ireland was prohibited, except 
on the payment of a high duty. 

It was also enacted about that time, that there should 
be no correspondence between the inhabitants of the 
Pale and the Irish ; and at the same time an Act was 
passed to naturalize " the O'NeiU," who had married the 
Earl's sister. 

The Earl, as Lord Deputy, ms distinguished by the 
vigour of his administration, but, at the same time, as 
one of the most powerful ehie£i without the Pale, he 
took part in the dissensions among the Irish, 
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la this year, 1480, he, in coiisei|ucnce of the depre- 
dations of the O'Mores, made a "hosting" into their 
country of Leiz, attended hj the Mayor, Bailifis^ and 
many of the citizens of Dublin; and soon after in« 
vaded Tyrone, in support of his nephew and son-in-law, 
ConO^Neillf heir-apparent to the chieftaincy, whose claims 
were opposed by another branch of the O'Neills ; he, 
howeyer, returned without having accomplished his 
object. 

In 1483, on the accession of Eichard III., he was 
continued as Lord Deputy. 

In 1484, his brother, Thomas, was appointed Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland for life. 

In the same year the Earl received from Parliament 
a subsidy of 13s. 4d. out of every ploughland, towards 
defraying the charges incurred in serving against the 
Irish. And an Act was passed establishing free warren 
in the manor of Maynooih for the Earl.* 

In 1485, the Earl gave his daughter, Lady Margaret, 
in liiamage to Pierce l>ut]Lr, presumptive to the 
Earldom of Ormonde, aud afterwards eighth Earl. 

In that year, on the accession of Henry VII., the 
Earl, though a firm adherent to the House of York, was 
continued in his office of Lord Deputy, aud held a Tur- 
liament at Trim. 

At that time Sir James of Ormonde, who was illegiti- 
mate son of James, the fifth Earl of Ormonde, and who 
acted as Chief of the Butlers, as his uncle, Thomas, the 
seventh Earl, resided chiefly in England, and had 

* D' Alton, MS. 
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committed the custody of his castles and estates to him, 
was at teud with Sir Fierce Butler. The Earl of Kil- 
dare, who naturally supported his son-in-law, in conse- 
quence addressed, in 1486, the following letter, which 

is preserved in the Tower of London, to the Lurl of 
Ormonde : — 

" My RiaHT Woeshippdl Cosin, 

I recommaund me unto you. It iss that your 
eousyn, James Ormond, doth pnhlysh in all places that he 

hath your interest and title in all your lands here, hy 
reason whereof he hath brought into the Counties of 
Kilkenny and Tipperaiy the O'Brenes, with diverse 
others Irishe enemys, and theretwo destroyed the Eyngs 
suhjetts, and spareth no churches ne religious places, 
hut hath spoyled them. And because he groundeth 
hym on the Eyngs auctoritie, and your likewise, I sufl&e 
hym theryn so to do for fere of the Kyng's displees. And 
what your mynd and enterest is or shalbe, in this matter, 
yif it like you to certifie me thereof, I will do what I 
kan for the reformation of the same. 

" Geven under my signet at KUmaynham, the 16th 
day of January. 

" Tour Cosyn, 

Gerald, Erie of Etldarb. 

" To my Bight Worshipful Cousyn, 
Thomas^ Erie of Ormond.^* 

On the 2nd of i'ubruary, 1486, the Earl was at Mass 
in Christ Church Cathedral, when he receiyed the 
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annuuiiOiincut of tke King's niarriage with Elizabeth of 
York. He at once communicated it to the Archbishop 
of Dublin, and made the Prior say another Mass for 
the King and Queen. 

In May, the King suspecting that the Earl was 
engaged in a plot against him, wrote to command his 
attendance in EngUind. The £arl, howeTer, summoned 
a Parliament, and induced the Lords, on the 4th June, 
1486, to send letters to the King, representing that in 
the affiiirs about to be discussed, the Lord Deputy's pre- 
sence was absolutely required.* 

At that time Edward, Earl of Warwick, son of George, 
Duke of Clarence, and the last male Plantagenet, was a 
prisoner in the Tower of London. Early in 1486, a 
report was spread that he had made his escape. In 1487, 
Lambert Simnel, who represented himself to be the 
young Prince, landed in Dublin with scYeral English 
noblemen, and a force of 2,000 German troops, sent by 
the Duchess of Burgundy. The Earl of Eildare at once 
acknowledged him as the real heir to the throne, and his 
example was followed by almost the whole of the Pale. 
It is remarkable, that the Irish annalists also have always 
considered him as the true Earl of Warwick. He was 
proclaimed King by the title of Edward VL, and on 
Whitsunday was taken to the Cathedral of Christ Church, 
wheie,iii the presence of the Lord Deputy, the Chancellor, 
and many nobles and chie6 of the realm, after his title 
had been set forth in a sermon, preached by the Bishop 
of Meath, the ceremony of coronation was peiformed 
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with much solemnity, a crown borrowed from tbe statae 

of the Virgin, in St. Mary's Church, near " Dame Gate,** 
being placed on his head. He was then carried from 
the Cathedral to tbe Castle, on the shoulders of a gigantic 
man, called "Great Darcy of Flatten ' A Parliament 
was then summoned, which passed several Acts ; and the 
invasion of England being resolved on, the Earl of Kildare 
and other great lords raised a large force of Irish and 
Anglo-Irish, which, with the Germans, was placed under 
the command of the Earl of Lincoln, the son of John de 
la Pole, Duke of Suffolk. The Chancellor, Thomas 
Fitz Gerald, resigned bis office, in order to accompany 
the expedition. Thej sailed from Diililin, in June, 
1487, and landing at Foudrey, in Lancashire, marched 
into Yorkshire, and thence to Stoke, in Nottinghamshire, 
where, meeting King Henry's forces, a battle ensued, in 
which they were defeated, the Earlof Lincoln and Thomas 
Fitz Gerald being slain, and Simncl taken prisoner.* 

The Earl of KUdare, called by the King our rebel," 
was so powerful in Ireland, that he did not even then 
despair of regaining the royal favour. He and the other 
lords of the Fale sent letters to the King acknowledging 
their crime^ and imploring pardon. Henry, aware of the 
Earl's influence over both the lords of the Pale and the 
Irish chiefs, not only thought it advisable to pardon 
him, but retained him in his office of Chief Governor of 
Ireland. 

In 1488, the King sent over the comptroller of his 
household, Sir Hichard Edgecomb, with a guard of 500 
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men, to recem the oaths of allegiance of his Irish suh- 

jeots. Sir Kichard ilrst landed at Waterford, when the 
citizens, hearing that he had brought the royal pardon 
for the £arl of Kildare, prayed that thej might be 
exempt from his jnrisdiction as Lord Deputy, as they 
feared that he would otherwise take veng^eance for their 
refusal to join in the rebellion.* Having re-embarked, 
Sir Richard landed at Malahide, and reached Dublin on 
the 5th July, and was met at the gate of the Monastery 
of Black Friars, where he was to reside, by the M iyor 
and citizens. The Earl was then absent on a piigri« 
mage, and only returned, accompanied by 200 cavalry, 
seven days after, on the 12th. He immediately sent the 
Bishop of Meath to tlie Commissioner to announce his 
arrival, and to invite him to hifi house. As Lord Deputy, 
he lived in St Thomas' Abbey, commonly called Thomas 
Court Sir Richard was there received by the Earl and 
other lords who had supported Simnel, in the great 
chamber of the abbey, and delivered to the Earl the 
Eing^s letters ^'without reverence or courtesy," and made 
a short speech " not without some bitterness." The Earl 
replied coldly ; and as some of the lords of the Council 
were absent, further business was deferred. The Earl 
then went to Maynooth, and Sir Richard returned to his 
lodgings. The next day being Sunday, Sir Richard went 
to Christ Church Cathedral, where a sermon was preached 
by the Bishop of Meath, who had in the same place 
preached Simnel's coronation sermon. On Monday, the 
14th J Illy, Sir iiichard, at the Earl's " especial entreaty," 

* Harm's Hibenuca, p. 61. 
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went to Maynooth Castle, and, remaining there three days, 
" had right good cheer the Earl promising that he 
would conform himseif in all things to the King^s plea- 
sure. On the 15th, Sir iUchaid ^ had great cheer of 
the Earl." Many of the chief lords and others of the 
, Coimoil came to Maynooth, and had great communica- 
tions amongst themselves," but nothing further was done. 
On tiie 16th, the Earl and his Council still delaying, Sir 
llichard was much displeased, and told them right 
plainly and sharply of their uulittiug demeaning." In 
the evening they returned to Dublin. On the 17th, the 
Earl and other lords *'kept great council at Thomas 
Court, and there agreed to become the King's true sub- 
jects," and offered " to be bound in as good surety as 
could be devised by the laws f but would not agree to 
the bond proposed by Sir Richard, which declared their 
estates forfeited, unless they continued faithful to the 
King. On the 18th, as they all declared that ^' they 
would become Irish every of them," rather than sign 
the bond, Sir Bicbard at last consented to allow them 
instead to be sworn on the tacruuient to bear true alle- 
giance. On the 19th, he sent them the form of oath, 
to which, on Sunday the 20th, they agreed. On the 
21st, the Commissioner met the lords, assembled in 
Council, in the great chamber of Thomas Court, called 
the King's Chamber," where the Earl did homage, 
when Sir Bichard placed round his neck a gold chain, 
the Collar of the King's Livery,'* which the King had 
sent as a token of his entire reconciliation. The other 
lords did homage also. They then repaired to another 
dmrnbeTi where, while Mass was sidd, the Earl was 
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delivered from the excommunication. He then took the 
oath of allegiance, holding his hand over the liost, divided 
into three parts on the patten^ and which Sir fiichaxd 
had been carefiil to have consecrated hy his own diap- 
lain. Tliev wlhI thcucc into tlic cliurcli uf the monas- 
tery, where " the Archbishop ot Dublin began a Te Deum, 
and the choir with the organs sung it up solemnly^ and 
at that time all the hells of the church rang." The Earl 
uiid the other lords aitei'wards dined with Sir Kichard 
at the Black Friars, the Earl wearing the chain both 
going and returning through the citj. On the 23rd, 
Sir Richard having held communication with the Earl 
and Council in the monastery of All-IIallows, rode to 
Drogheda. On the 28th, he was again in Dublin, expect- 
ing letters from the Council^ and the EarFs certificate of 
allegiance. On the 29th, the Eiarl returned to the Frioiy 
of All-IIalluw5, and on the 30th delivered to Sir Richard, 
in the church of Our Lady of the Dames," his certificate 
on oath, sealed with his arms, and SirEichard gave him 
in return the King's pardon under the great seal. Sir 
Richard departed on the same day, but was detained 
more than a week at Dalkey before he could put to 
sea** 

In the same year, 1488, the Earl led an army into 
the territory of Moy-cashel, in Westmeath, " and he 
demolished the castle of Bille-ratha (Balrath) upon the 
sons of Murtragh Macgeoghegan, after having hrought 
ordnance against it.^ This is the first mention of the 
use of cannon in Ireland. 

* Sir Ricbard Edgecomb e Voyage in Harm's Hibemica. 
f Annals of the Foor Masters. 
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In thifli jear, fbr a great rarity, were sent to tbe 

Earl ol'Kiklare six hand guns (muskets) out of Germany, 
which his guard, during the time they stood sentry, 
•bore before his habitation, standing in the great hall 
«t the entranoe to hu house, or quarters, at Thomas 
Court*** 

In 1489, the opponents of the Earl having petitioned 
the King to grant them preferment, in order to counter- 
balance his influence, be sent his friend the Bishop of 
Meath to England to plead liis cause. The King in 
eonseqaenee summoned all the lords of Ireland to his 
court at Greenwich, where they obser7ed the following 
precedence: — ^the Earls of Kildare and Ormonde, the 
Viscounts of Buttevant, Fermoy, and Gormanston, and 
the Lords Birmingham of Athenry, Courcy of Kinsale, 
Nugent of Delvin, Fleming of Slane, Plunket of Eilleen, 
St. Lawrence of Howth, Barnewall of Trimleston, and 
Plunket of Dunsany. The Earl of Desmond and Lord 
Kerry were not present. The King received them very 
graciously, and, among other things, said to those lords 
who had suppui tijd Siranel, that " they would at last 
crown apes, should he be long absent." He then con* 
firmed to them his full pardon, and went, accompanied 
by them, in solemn procession to the church, after 
which he entertained them at a splendid banquet, 
where he caused Si inn el to wait upon them as butler, 
and at last dismissed them with marks of favour and 
cottfidence.t 

In 1491, "a great war between Con O'Neill and 
• lVarv*s Annals. f Ibid. 
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Hugh Roe O'Donnell, and they went to the Lord Justice, 
the £arl of Eiidare, but they returned without peace."* 
This feud arose in consequence of O'Neill's demand, 
" Send me tribute, er else — and O'Donnell's answer, 
" I owe you no tribute, and if — In NoYember, the 
Earl held a Parliament at Trim.t 

In 1492, Con M^Art O'Connor was slain by the 
people of the Earl of Kildare, for having in jest thrown 
a pole at the Earl."! They appear to have mistaken 
Con's intention. In that year the £arl was removed 
teom his office' of Lord Deputy, being suspected of 
plotting against the King. Soon aft^r, Ciilvagh, son 
of O'Cuiinor Faly, having been killed by a follower of 
the Earl of Ormonde^ called " Master Gart^" the hitter 
was imprisoned by the Earl of EUdare. This act appears 
to have renewed the feud between the Geraldines and 
Butlers. 

In that year (1492), the Earl of Eildare, thinking 
that the people of Dublin were too much under the 

influence of the Lord Treasurer, Sir James of Ormonde, 
induced tliem to meet him on Oxmantowu Green. In 
the course of the discussion a dispute arose, and several 
citizens were slain. The Earl then sent part of bis 
cavalry over the river, to enter the city by St. James's 
Gate, but some of the citizens seeing them approach, shut 
the gates. It appears, however, that Ship-street, which 
was outside the wall of the city, was burnt.1 The Earl 
then marched through the Pule, destroying the property 



* AauaLi of tho Pour M^asterii. 
X Annals of the Four Kastofv. 
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of the Butlers and their supporters. In revenge, Sir 
James of Ormonde, \^'ich tlie O'Brieus and other allies, 
plundered and burnt the county and town of Kildare» 
and encamped in the wood of Thomas Conrt, on the south 

side of Dublin. The Earl and Sir James then agreed to 
have a conference, which is thus described bj Stani- 
hurst:*— 

^'Eildare appoynted the meeting to bee at St Patrick, 

his Churche ; where as they were ripping up one to 
the other their mutual quarrels, rather resenting the 
damage they sustained, than acknowledging the injuries 
they offered, the citizens and Ormonde his army fell at 
some jaiTe, for the oppression and exaetion -vvith whiche 
the souldiers surcharged them. With whom, as part of 
the citizens bickered, so a round knot of archers rusht 
into the church, meaning to baye mnrthered Ormond, 
as the captain ;ind belweather of al these huvlesse rabble. 
The Earl of Ormond (Sir James) suspecting that he had 
been betrayed, fled to the chapitre house, put too the 
dore, sparring it with might and mayne. The citizens 
in their rage, imagining that every post in the churche 
had been one of the sonldiers, shot hahhe or nabbe at 
random up to the roode-loft and to the chancell, leaving 
some of their arrows sticking in tiie image. Eildare 
pursuing Ormond to the chapitre house dore, undertooke, 
on his honour, that he should receive no villanie. Where- 
upon the recluse craving his lordships hand to assure 
him his life, there was a clift in the chapitre house dore 
pierced in a trice, to the end both the Earls should have 

• Holinshed't HuCoiy of Ireland, iii, p. 77. 
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shaken hands and bee reconciled. But Ormonde sur- 
raising that this drift was intended for some further 
treacherie, that if he would stretche out his hand it had 
been per case chopt off, refiised that proffer, nntill Eil- 
dare stretched in his hand to him, and so the dore >v;is 
opened, they both embraced, the storme appeased, and all 
their qoarrells for the piesente rather discontinued than 
ended." 

In consequence of the outrage committed hj the citi- 
zens, in shooting their arrows in the church, a Legate 
was sent from Borne, who only absolved them from the 
sentence of ezcommnnication, which had been pronounced 
against them, on condition that in future " the Maior of 
Dublin should go barefoot through the citie, in open 
procession before the Sacrament, on Corpus Christi day, 
which penitente satisfaction was after, in every such 
procession, duly accomplished." The door in which the 
hole was cut on this occasion, is still preserved in 6U 
Patrick's Cathedral. 

In 1493, it having been reported that Perkin War- 
beck was in correspondence with the Earls of Eildare 
and Desmond, the former Earl hastened to England to 
rebut the charge. The King, in reply, merely said that 
he was about to send over Sir Edward Poynings as 
Lord Deputy. He also informed the King of France 
that the £arl of Kildare and other lords, having come 
over to consult with him on the state of the kingdom, 
he had determined ''to set his country of Ireland in 
order.** 

In September, 1494, Sir £dward arrived in Dublin. 

• Kooro'Bmst. oflr. 
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The Earl, wishing to remove any suspicion against him, 
accompanied the Deputy against the aorthern Irish, who 
sapported Warbeck's claims. The Deputy, however, was 
infonned of a conspiracy between the Earl and O'Hanlon, 
chief of the territory in Avhich they then were, to assas- 
sinate him, and being confirmed in his suspicions by the 
intelligence that the Earl's brother, James Fitz Gerald, 
liad ilsen in rebellion, and had seized the Castle of 
Carlow, returned from the North, and laying siege to 
the castle, took it at the end of a week. 

He then determined to act vigorously against the 
Geraldines, and summoned a Parliament at Drogheda, 
in which were passed an Act attainting the Earl and his 
adherents, and another, 10 Henry YIl. c. 20, to abolish 
his war-cry and motto Crom-a-boo," with those of pther 
great families (Appendix II.). 

After the attainder, the Earl's power was much re- 
duced. Being at feud with Piunket of Bathmore, he was 
defeated by him in several skirmishes, and at last could 
not show himself in Meath, nor remain more than three 
nights together in any part of Kildare. Haying at 
length, with twelve horsemen, encountered Piunket with 
twenty, he fought so resolutely that the latter, with 
most of his men, fell. " After that he was followed by 
numbers."* 

The Earl was also at enmity with bis former Mend, 
the Bishop of Meatb ; and one day chased him into a 

church, to which he had lied for sanctuary. The Earl 
ordered him to come out, and on his refusal, entered 

* Lodge. 




XAELS 0? KILDAEB. 



57 



sword in hand, and going to where he was kneeling in 
the chancel, swore ^ By St Bride (his usual oath), were 

it not he knew his prince would be offended with him, 
he could find it in his heart to lay his sword on his 
shaven crown.'* And carrying him off, kept him prisoner, 
until the Lord Deputy demanded his release. 

Having been promised a pardon for these and other 
offences, the £arl went to Dublin, but was arrested in 
the evening, and sent in a bark, which had been kept in 
readiness, to England, the Deputy not wishing to pass 
judgment upon him. 

He was detained for two years in the tower of London, 
within which time his Countess, Alison, daughter of 
Sir Rowland Eu>taco, of 11 a iris town, created Baron of 
Portlester, died of grief, on the 22ud November, 1494, 
and was buried in the Grey Abbey at Kilcullen, which 
her father had founded. 

The I'arl was ni It ngth brought before the Council, 
and being accused, among other acts of violence, of having 
forced the Bishop of Meath from the sanctuary, he 
said, He was not sufficiently learned to make answer to 
such weighty matters. The Bishop was a learned man, 
and so was not he, and therefore might easily outdo him 
in argument." The King then said, He might choose 
a counsellor." The Earl replied : I doubt I shall not 
have that good fellow that I would choose.** The King 
assured him he should, and added, that ^^It concerned 
to get counsell that was veiy good, as he doubted his 
cause was veiy bad." The Earl replied : ^ I will choose 
the best in England." "And who is that?" asked the 
King. Marry, the King himself," quoth the Earl, ^* and 
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by St Bride, I will cboose no other." At this the King 

laughed, and turning to the Council, said, " A wiser man 
might have chosen worse." The Earl was then accused 
of having burnt the Cathedral of Cashel, in consequence 
of a feud with the Archbishop, and many witnesses were 
present to prove the fact ; but contrary to their expec- 
tation, he not only confessed it, but exclaimed : *' By my 
troth, I would never have done it^ but I thought the 
Bishop was in it.** The Archbishop being present, and 
one of the busiest of the accusers, the King laughed 
heartily, and was so favourably impressed by the blunt- 
ness and frankness of the Earl, that on the Bishop of 
Meath exclaiming, *^ All Ireland cannot rule this man * 
he at once replied : Then he shall rule all Ireland."* 
O'fianlon, with whom the Earl was accused of con* 
spiracy to assassinate 6ir £. Poynings, was also present, 
and cleared him on oath from the charge. 

The Earl was restored to his honors and estates, and 
appointed Lord Deputy, by letters patent, dated the 6th 
August, 1496. The King, however, retained his eldest 
son Gerald as a hostage. 

In 1496, the Earl married his second wife, Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of Oliver St John, of Lydiard Tregoze, 
and first cousin to Henry Yll.t 

Immediately after his return to Ireland, he held a 
Parliament at Castledermot. He soon after marched 
against the O'Briens of Thomond, and took by assault 
• Cox. 

t Sir O&nt St JohiiaaMMgmt BMrndnnpeBjolm I>iilM«<8eaunit 

OliTor St. Jijlm. Maig»retBeaufort=£dmiiiid£arlof lUdunond. 
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the Castles of Feyback, in Co. Clare, belonging to the 
MacNamaras, and Balljnetty, in Co. Limerick. While 
in Limerick, he on the 26th August, by the King^s orders, 
pardoned Maurice, Earl of Desmond, for all offences 
against the crown. On his return to Dublin, he was recon- 
ciled to the Archbishop of Armagh. He also about that 
time restored the church at Cashd, which he had burnt 

In that year, 1496, died Lord Portlester, and was 
buried ill the Abbey at Kilcullen, which he had tuuiirled. 
His manor of Portlester passed to his son-in-law, the 
Earl of Eoldare, who soon after embellished tiie church 
of the ndgbbouring Abbey of Bective, and paved it with 
encaustic tiles, on some of which are his arms and motto, 
" Si Dieu plet, Crom a bo." 

In 1497, Ferkin Warbeck, having been obliged to leave 
Scotlajid, landed at Cork, where he and his Irish allies 
were opposed by the Earls of Kildare and Desmond, and 
he narrowly escaped being taken prisoner by them. The 
King, Henry YU., in a letter to Sir GUbert Talbot, 
dated at Woodstock, writes: ^that Ferkin Warbeck, 
after landing in Ireland, had been taken by his cousins, 
the Earls of Kildare and Desmond, it' he and his wife 
had not secretly stolen away."* 

In consequence of this, the Earl received from the 
King a grant, dated 25th August, 1497, of the manors 
of Dunchurch, Avon-basset, Kingston alias Kingsford, 
UUenhall, and several others in the Co. Warwick, and of 
the manor and advowson of the church of Skennington, 
in the Co. Gloucester, to him and Elizabeth St. John, his 

* Rymer^i PoBdera, zi. SOS. 
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wife, and to their heirs male. These lands devolved on 

their son, Sir James Fitz Gerald, of Leixlip, but ou his 
attainder, in 1536, reverted to the crown. lu 1537, a 
private Act was passed, wherehy certain letters patent 
granting the manor of Leixlip to the Earl, his Countess 
Elizabeth St. John, and their heirs male was revoked, 
and all interest in the same vested in the crown.* 

In 1 498, the Earl marched into Ulster to assist his 
grandson, Turlogh O'Neill, and his ally, Hugh O Donnell. 
He took Dungannon " with great guns," and Omagh.| 
On his return from the North, he went to Cork, whose 
inhabitants had favoured Warbeck, and placed strong 
garrisons there and at Kinsale. 

In March, 1499, he invaded Connaught, and reduced 
the Castles of Athleagne, Boscommon, Tulsk, and GasUe- 
leagli. I In that year Hugh Boe 0*DonneU went into the 
Pale on a visit to the Lord Deputy, and returned with 
the Earl's son Henry in fosterage.^ On the 26th August, 
the Earl held a Parliament at Castledermot* 

In 1500, he seized the Castle of Kinard, in the Co. 
Tyrone, and appointed Turlogh O'Neill governor of it. II 

In that year it was proposed to unite further the houses 
of Kildare and Ormonde, by a marriage between Lady 
Eleanor Fitz Gerald, and George St. Leger, grandson 
and heir general of Thomas, seventh Earl of Ornioude. 
This piobably fell to the ground, when Kildare ascertained 
that the Irish title and estates were entailed on Sir Pierce 
Butler, tlie heir male. This fact appears from a Latin 
document preserved in Kilkenny Castle, dated 29 th 



♦ D'Alton's Kildare, M.S. f Annals of the Four Mastcre. 
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November, 1516, recording at the request of Piers, Earl 
of Ormonde, utkI Margaret his wife, the testimony of 
Master James White, prebendaiy of ^^Majnott)** and 
yicar of Ardee, who deposed that ^ about sixteen years 
before, or more, he was sent by Gerald, of guod memory, 
Earl of Kildare, to the King of England, about certain 
matters, when he met Thomas, of similar good memoxy, 
Earl of Ormonde, at his mansion in London, when they 
treated of a marriage between George Sayntleger and 
Elenor, the daughter of the said Gerald ; the deponent 
then aidLed the said Thomas who dioold he Earl of 
Ormonde, after his death ; and Thomas said Sir Piers 
Butler, knight, then dwelling in Ireland, should be Earl, 
because that dignity and Earldom was entailed on hdn 
male after his death. And he said that he could not 
with a safe conscience do otherwise, or ever break or 
change that entail."* 

In May, 1503, he went to England to give the King 
an account of the aflatrs of Ireland, and returned in 
August magno cum hunorc et novis instnictionibus"), 
bringing with him his son Gerald and his bride, Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Sir John Zouche and Elizabeth, 
co-heiress of Lord Grey of Codnor, and was receiyed in 
Ireland with great congratulations of the people. He 
then made another expedition into Ulster, where he took 
and destroyed the Castle of Belfast, and placed a garri^ 
son in Carrickfergns CasUe, and appointed Staunton 
governor, t 

In that year (1503), the volume called " The Earl of 
Kildare*s Bed Book," was compiled for the EarL It 

•Hist of St. Oanice, p. 205. f Wan. 
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contains copies of grants, title-deeds, and other docaments 
belonging to him, and is now in the possession of the 

Duke of Leinster. 

On the 28th February, 1504, liis eldest son, Gerald, 
was appointed High Treasurer of Ireland, and was on 

that day sworn in Dublin before the Deputy and the 
Council, to administer his office well and faitlifuUy. 

In 1504, UlickMc William Burke, Lord of Clanricarde, 
who had married Lady Eustacia, daughter of the Earl 
of Kildarc, but who had treated liei- witli such neglect 
as to cause bitter animosity between himself and the 
Earl, formed a confederacy with several Irish Chie& to 
oppose the authority of the King. The Earl in conse- 
quence assembk^d a large force, nud iu August marched 
into Coiiiiriui:lit. With Clanricarde were O'Brien of 
Thomond, MacNamara, O'Carroll, and O'Connor of 
Connaught. With the Earl were the Earl of Desmond, 
Viscount Gormanston, and Lords Slane, Delvin, Killecn, 
Howth, Trimleston, and Dunsany, John Blake, Mayor of 
Dublin, ODonnell of Tyrconnell, Art O'Neill,* M*Dermot 
of Moyhirg, Magennis, O'Ferrall, Bishop of Ardagh, 
O'Connor Faly, M^Mahon, O'Hanlon, U Keilly, O'lCelly, 
and e^en the Bnrkes of Mayo* On the 19th August, 
the EarFs army came in sight of the enemy, whose 
whole force was drawn up on Cnock-Tuagh (Hill of 
Axes), now Knockdoe, about seven miles from Galway. 
Some of the Lords of the Pale, alarmed at the number 
of the enemy, who, it is said, had the largest army 
ever assembled since the iuyasion of 1169, urged the 

* QnadKm to the EbtI, 
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£arl to o&r terms of peace. He, however, refused, 

and having (Iiawu up his army in order of battle, he 
encouraged his men, telUng them that the honor of 
their aoTereigo as well as their own safety depended 
upon that day's service, as they were in a country 
unknown to most of tliLin. Tiie first attack was niado 
by the forces of Clanricarde, who, rushing furiously 
forward, were leceived with a volley of arrows by the 
men of Leinster, who used their bows with terrible eflSsct. 
As the assailants fell back in confusion, the Earl ordered 
his van-guard to advance. His son Gerald, who com- 
manded the reserve, seeing the main body engaged, did 
not wait for orders, but charged at the head of his men 
*' in such a brave and resolute manner as no man could 
behave better than he did." However, by so doing, he 
left the baggage unprotected, and it was talcen by the 
Irish Horse, and some gentlemen were made prisoners. 
The following is a description of this battle by the Irish 
Annalists : — Far away from the troops were heard the 
violent onset of the martial chie&, the vehement efforts 
of the champions, the charge of the royal heroes, the 
noise of the lords, the clamour of the troops when endan- 
gered, the shouts and exultations of the youths, the 
sound made by the ftUing of brave men, and the triumph- 
ing of nobles over plebeians.'* They say it was " a fierce 
battle, such as had not been known in latter times." " Of 
the nine battalions (Olanricarde's) which were in solid 
'array, there survived odIj one broken battalion. A 
countless number of the Lord Justice's forces were also 
slain, though they routed the others before them.''* The 

* Amiala of the Toor Masters. 
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result of the attack was to drive the enemy from the field 
with immense slaughter, the numher of the slain having 

been estiinatetl from 4,000 to 9,000. This is probably 
an exaggeration, but the battle of Cnock Tuagh cer- 
tainly broke the strength of the Western and Southern 
septs. O'Brien fell, and two sons and a daughter of 
Clanricarde were taken prisoners. It is said that Lord 
Gormanston, elated with success, turning to the Earl 
of Ejildare, said, " We have for the most number killed 
our enemies ; and if we do the like with all the Irish 
that we have with us, it were a good deed.*^ The Earl 
proposed to O'Donnell to march immediately upon the 
town of Galway, but that chief advised him to encamp 
upon Knockdoe till the following day, to attend tu ihc 
wounded and dead, and to collect their men who were 
scattered in the pursuit. On the next day they ad- 
vanced to Galway, which surrendered without resistance. 
After remaining there some dajs to rest the army, they 
marched to Athenry, which also surrendered. The invad- 
ing forces then separated, O'Donneli going to the North, 
and the Earl retiring with his army to the Pale, ^ where 
be bestowed thirty tuns of wine upon his soldicii."! 

The Earl, on arriving iii Dublin, sent the Archbishop 
of Dublin to give an account of this battle, and other 
public affiiirs, to the King, who was so well pleased with 
the success of the Earl, that he created him a Knight of 
the Garter. He was installed at Windsor on the 4th 
May, in the following year, 1505, by his proxy. Sir John 
Williams, who was very liberal to Ae officers. •* Therll 
of £yldare was installed by Sir John Williams, kuyght 

• Book of Uowtli. t C^*- 
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hys Procurer at High Masse tyme, wiche gave to the 
ofhcicrs of Arms 5 marks and his gown to Garter (King 
at Arms)."* 

The Earl at that time built several castles to strengthen 

the possessions of the crown; among others those of 
Athy, Castletlermot, Rathvillj, and Lincarrig. 

On the 1st Noyember, 1506, he made an o£fering to 
the Cathedral of Christ Church of *^ two vestments of 
cloth of goUl tissued. "t 

Among the Ghcrcardini papers is the following letter, 
written hy the Earl, in May, 1507 : — 

" To be given to all the family of the Gherardini, 
noble in fame and virtue, dwelling in Florence, our 
beloved brethren in Florence. Gerald, Earl of Kildaie, 
Lord Deputy of the Kingdom of Ireland, sends greeting 
to all the family of Gherardini dwelling in Florence. 

*' Most grateful to us have been your letters to us, 
most illustrious men. From them we have learned to 
know the fervour of the fraternal love that you bare to 
your own blood. But in order to increase your joy 
still more, I will briefly inform you of the stiite of your 
relations in these parts. luiow, then, that my prede- 
cessors and ancestors passed from France into England^ 
and having remained there for some time, they, in the 
year 1140 (1170), arrived in this i:»land of Ireland, and 
by their swords obtained great possessions, and achleyed 
great feats of arms; and up to the present day have 
increased and multiplied into many brauclies and 

• Antis* Register of the Garter, vol. ii. p. 243. 
t Obits of Christ Chureb, p. 4S. 
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&milies, insomneh that I, by the grace of God, possess bj 

hereditary right the earldom, and am Earl of Kildare, 
holding diverse castles and manors, and by the liberality 
of our Most Serene I^rd the King of England, I am now 
his Deputy in the whole of Ireland, during the pleasure 
of his Majesty, an honour frequently obtained heretofore 
by my father and my predecessors. There is also a 
relation of ours in these parts called the Earl of Des- 
mond, under whose lordship there are 100 miles, in 
length, of country. Our house has increased beyond 
measure, in a multitude of barons, knights, and noble 
persons, holding many possessions, and haying under 
their command many persons. We are most desirous 
to know the deeds of our ancestors, so that if you have 
in your possession any history, we request you to com- 
municate it to us. We wish to know the origin of our 
house, and their numbers, and the names of your ances- 
tors; whether there are any of them settled in France, 
and who of our family inhabit the Koman territory. I 
also wish to know the transactions of the present time, 
for it gives me great joy always to hear news of our house. 
If there is anything that we can procure for you through 
our labour and industry, or anything that you hare not 
got, such as hawks, falcons, horses, or dogs for the chase, 
I beg you will inform me of it, as I shall, in every pos- 
sible way, endeavour to obey your wishes. God be with 
you, and do you lore us in return. From our GasUe of 
Castledermot^ 27th day of May, 1507. 

*' Gerald, 

''Chief in Ireland of the Family of the Geraldmes, 
Earl of Kildare, Lord Deputy of the Most 
Serene King of EDgltmd, ia Irt^luud." 
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It is remarkable that about that time, Lodovico Arioeto 

in his " Orlando Furioso," made mention of the Earls of 
Kildare and Desmond, as follows : — 

*' Or guarda gl'Ibcrncsi approBo il piano : 
Sono due squadre ; e 11 conte di Cbildera 
Mena la prima ; e il conte di Desmouda 
Da fieri monti ha tratta la seoonda. 
Nello steDdardo, il pcimolia un pino ardente; 
L'altro nel bianoo lua Teimiglia banda." 

CaiUo z.| Btanaa 86. 

In 1508 the Earl convoked a Parliament in Dublin, 
in which a snbsidy was granted to him to be levied on 

both clergy and laity.* 

On some of the coins, groats, and half-groats, issued 
during the last fire years of the reign of Edward IV^ 
and also on some groats of Henry YIL, there is on each 
side of the shield, contuiiiing the royal arms, a smaller 
shield bearing a Saltire, the arms of the Earl of Kildare, 
then Lord Deputy.t 

Henry Till., on his accession, In April, 1509, sent 
letters patent to the Earl reappointing him Lord Justice. 
On the receipt of these, the Earl assembled the Council, 
and having summoned the Mayor and Aldermen, pro- 
ceeded with them through the principal streets, pro- 
claiming the King's accession with sound of trumpets, 
ringing of bells, and bonfires. I 

In that year he advanced with his forces into Ulster, 
to the assistance of his grand-sons, Art and Con Bacagh, 

* Ware's AimalB. 

f Traiu. of the Boyal Irieh Academy, vol. six. Ant. p. 81. 
X Ware^a Anaala. 
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the sons of Con O'Neill, who was slain in 1493, and 
took and razed the Castle of Omagh. 

la 1510 he was appointed Lord Deputy. He then 
undertook an expedition into Munster with a large 
army, raised in the Pale, and accompanied by Hugh 
O'Donnell of Tyrconnell. Having built a fort on the rock 
of Carrigketile, in the county of Limerick, he entered 
Desmond, and haying been joined hj his cousin James, 
eldest son of the Earl of Desmond, with the Geraldines 
of Munster, and his son-in-law, M'Carthv Keagh, he 
took the Castles of Kanturk in Cork, Pailis, near 
Eillamey, and Gastlemaine in Kerry. On his return, 
however, he was met at Muitabraher, near Limerick, hj 
Turlogh O'Brien of Thorn ond, and M* William Burke 
of Clanricarde and their forces. In the engagement 
that ensued many fell on hoth sides, but the Lord 
Deputy's army being laden with spoil, and tired with a 
long march, suffered most. The conflict lasted till 
night On the next morning he held a council of war, 
in which a retreat was resolved on, and accomplished in 
good order.* 

In 1512, he again took and destroyed the Castle of 
Belfast, which had been rebuilt after its destruction in 

1503, and distributed the spoils among his soldiers. 

In that year he built St. Mary's Chapel, in the Choir 
of Christ Church, in Dublin. 

In 1513, he marched against Lemyvannan, or 

O'Carroll's Castle, now Leap Castle, in the King's County; 
but as he was watering his horse in the River Greese, at 
Kilkea, he was shot by one of the O'Mores of Leiz. In 

• Ware's Aunnlfl, and Aunals of the Four Musters. 



Digitized by Google 



SAfiLS OF KILDARE. 



69 



isottseqnenee of ibui wound he moved slowly by Atbj to 

KildarCj where, alter lingering for a few days, he died on 
the 3rd September. His body was carried to Dublin, 
ftnd buried on the 16th October, before the high altar in 
hia own chapel at Christ Church; where his arms within 
the Garter, and those of bis wife, with tbe arms of many 
of his predecessors and successors, were placed, until 
ihej were defaced by William Moreton, Bishop of Kil- 
dare, and Dean of Christ Church, when he repaired the * 
church between 1677 and 1705. The site of St 
Mary*s Chapel is now occupied by buildings connected 
with the cathedral* 

This Earl, called by the Irish " the Great Earl," was 
" of tall stature and goodly presence; very liberal and 
merciful; of strict piety; mild in his government; pas- 
sionate, but easily appeased." The Irish annalists 
describe him us " a knight in valour, and princely and 
religious in hi^ word and judgments."* His name alone 
awed his enemies more than an army. He not only 
built castles but planted colonies in various places, and 
rebuilt ruined towns. He had been altogcLlier thirty- 
three years Chief Governor of Ireland.! 

Stanihurst says he was a mightie man of stature, full 
of honoure and courage, who had bin Lord Depntie and 
Lord Justice of Ireland three-and-tliirtie yeares. Kil- 
dare was in government milde, to his enemies sterne. 
He was open and playne, hardly able to rule himself 
when he was moved; in anger not so sharp as short, 
being easily displeased and sooner appeased. Being in 

• Aniuils of Uie Four Masters. f Camden. 
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a rage with certayne of his servants for faults thej 

committed, one of his horsemen offered minister Boyce 
(a gentleman that reteyned to him) an Irkh hobbj 
(horse), on condition that he would plucke an heare 
from the Earle hys berde. Boyce, taking the proffer at 
rebound, stept to the Earle (with whose good nature 
hee was thoroughly acquainted), parching in the heate 
of his choler^ and sayd : ^ So it is^ and if it like youre 
good Lordeshippe, one of yonr horsemen promised me a 
chojcc horse, if I snippe one heare from your berde.' 
' Well,' quote the Earle, ^ I agree thereto ; but if thou 
plucke anye more than one, I promise thee to bring my 
fyst from thine eare.* This olde Earle, being soone 
hotte, and soone cold, was of the Englishe well beloved ; 
a good Justicier, a suppressor of the rebels, a warrioure 
incomparable ; towards the nobles, that he &nsyed not, 
sonKMvliiit headlong and unruly. Notwithstanding hys 
siniplicitie in peace, he was of that valoure and policie 
in warre, as his name bred a greater terronr to the 
Irish than other mens armyes. In hys warres hee used 
for policie, a retchlesse kynde of diligence, or a headye 
carelessnesse, to the end hys souldyers should not faynte 
in theyr attempts, were the enemie never of so greate 
powr. Beying Generall on the field of Enocktoe, where^ 
in effect, all the Irish rebelles of Ireland were gathered 
againste the Englishe Pale, one of the Earle hys captaines 
presented him a bande of keames (Irish infiintry), even 
as they were ready to joyne battayle, and withall 
demanded of the Earle in what service he would have 
them employed ? ' Marry (quoth he,) let them stande 
by and gyre us the gaze.* Such was his courage that, 
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notwitbstanding his enemies were two to one, yet would 

hee sette so good a face on the matter, as his souldyers 
sboulde not once suspect that he needed or longed for 
any further help,"^ 

By liis will be bequeathed his best gown of cloth of 
gold piirpuratcd to make sacerdotal vestments, and he 
bestowed the town of " Great Coporan," for the mainte- 
nance of the canon who should celebrate masses for his 

SOttl.t 

His first \Yife, Alison Eustace, who died 22nd Novem- 
ber, 1495, was buried in the New Abbey, at Kilcullen. 
She was daughter and co-heiress of Rowland, Baron of 
Portlester, by Maud, daughter of Jenico d'Artois. She 
brought into the family the manor of Portlester, in the 
County of Meath. fiy her he lefb one son, Gerald, his 
successor, and six daughters. 

1st. Lady Eleanor, married first to Donnell McCarthy 
Reagh, Chief of Carbery, County of Cork, by whom she 
had four sons. After his death, in 1531, Calvagh 
(yDonnell, Chief of Tyrconnell, demanded her in marriage, 
but she declined his offer. In 1530, however, when her 
nephew, Gerald, eleventh Earl of Kildaro, required pro- 
tection, she consented to become O'Dounell's wife, on 
condition that he should give shelter to the boy. She 
then took her nephew with her to Donegal, where she 
was married. After a year, Lady Eleanor, suspecting that 
her husband intended to surrender Gerald to the £nglish 
government, ^ being a wary and prudent woman,** sent 
him away with his tutor to France, and then, refusing 

• HoUnshed's Hist of Ir.» iii. 78. 
f Olitt. «f Chnrt Ohunh, p. S9. 
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to remain with O'Donnell after his treaoheons conduct^ 
ntumed to her son's country in the County of Cork. 

On the 4tli May, 1545, she wrote to the King the 
following letter : — 

*^ My mooste humhle and lowly duetie premised. 
It may pleas youe, mooste dradd Sovereign Lord, to 
be advertized that, wheare I acknowledtre my selfe 
highly to have offendid your l^rincely Magnificence 
and, rather by ignorauncie then presumption, also com- 
mitted the ihinge that stode not with the duetie of 
myne allegiaunce ; yet, considering youre mooste kingly 
clemencye extended to all soortes, and such especially as 
with inoorrupte harte submytte themselves unto youre 
accustomed mercie, I, your Grace's humble oratrix and 
subjecte, mooste lowely beseche youre Highnes, in the 
honoare of God, to remitt my seid offences; and, having 
respecte to my present unfayned repentaunce, to graunte 
me, poer gentlewoman, youre Majesty's mooste gracious 
pardone and 1 i givencs, which, for the better obteyning 
of the same, I have, thies twoo yeares past, continually 
made dilligent sute and request to youre Grace's Deputie 
and Counsaill here, to be peticioners to youre Majestic 
in my behalfe ; yet for that the! have taken mc to be an 
offendres, as my selffe confesse the same, and to have 
continued in the ferre parties of this youre Bealme, 
amongcs the 'Char tics, thei have refused to write unto 
youre Highnes in my behalfe, and yet, in hoope bothe of 
youre princelye mercie, and my unfayned reconciliation, 
have graunted me saull^-conduyte to rcpuier into youre 
Majestie's Englisshe Pale, and there to remeync at a 
place by them assigned, till your Majestie's determynate 
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pleasure be furder si^ified herein. It may, therefore, 

pleas youre mooste kingly goodncs, in graunting this 
mj bumble sute, as well as to cousigne mj warraunte sent 
herewith^ with youre Majeetie'e mooste graciouse hande» 
as to signifie also youre high pleasure unto youre aeid 
Deputie and Couusaiil concerning the same ; whereby I 
may not onely stonde in the assnerannce of yonr mooste 
graciouse pardone and remission for myne offences, but 
also freely reasorte within the bodye of youre seid 
Bealme, that thereby I might at lest avoide thoften 
snspecte, causdes conceived against me by continuall 
demoringe in th extreme confynes of this youre lande. 
That kiiuwctli Almightie God, who long preserve youre 
mooste Noble Grace in all honour and leiicite to migu. 

" From Malahide besides Dublyn, the 4th of May. 

^ Tour Majestie's mooste humble subjecte and Beades* 
woman, 

ALATNOR FyTZ G£RALD.* 

" To the Kinges Monte Excdlente Majestic.^ 

In a letter from the Lord Deputy and Council of 
Ireland to the Council in England, dated two days after, 
6th May, 1545, is the following recommendation: — 
" It may also picas youre noble Lordesliipcs that the 
late Earl of Kildare's syster, M^Chartie Reagh's moder, 
whicfae, for displeasure of her brethren and iamylies juste 
ponnyshement, hathe ben taken to be a practyser and 
procurer of dyscentions and warres here, having made 
ofte snete unto us for her pardon, at this preasent upon 

* Stftte Papers, Temp. Henry VIII., vol. iii. p. 516. 
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our salve conducte (whiche we graunted her, in respecte 

of the tynie, to allure her from any prnctysc in tlie 
south parties, wheare greate brute ys of the arryvall of 
the Frenchemen), we shall beseeche youre most honor- 
able good Lordeshipes that, accordingly considering she 
ys but a woman, and yet we, having regarde to her 
parentele, wolde not condescende to pardon her here, to 
move the Einge*s Majestie for his most gracious pardon 
to her, wherby she may re])ose hcrsellfe, and so he putt 
out of fcare, and thereby have occasion to reliuquyshe 
her olde fantasies."* To this letter the Council in 
England replied on the 4th June, 1545: — ^'^His Highnes 
is also pleased to pardon the Lord of K} hlaru's suster.l" 
She accordingly received a formal pardon for all offences 
committed by her against the crown. 

Lady Eleanor's son by her first marriage succeeded 
his father as McCarthy Keagh, and having married the 
daughter of McCarthy More, succeeded him in his 
chieftaincy. Stanihurst says of Lady Eleanor : ^ This 
noble woman was alwayes knowne and accounted of 
cche man, that was acquainted with hir conversation of 
life, for a paragon of liberalitie and kindnesse ; in all 
hir actions, vertuons, and godley, and also in a good 
quarrel rather stout and stiffe." 

2nd, Lady Margaret, married in 1485 to Pierce, 
eighth Earl of Ormonde, by whom she was mother of 
James, niiiih Earl, and of Richard, first Viscount Mount- 
garret Of this lady Stanihurst says: "The Earle of 
Kildare, of good meaning to unite the houses in friend. 

* State Papers, toI. iii. p. 519. f Ibid, 524. 
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sliip, matched his sister, Margaret Fitz Giralde, with 
Fierce Butler, Earle of Osserie,* whom he also help to 
recoTcr the firldome of Ormond, into which, after the 
decease of Earle James, a bastarde Butler had by abate- 
ment intruded. Great and mauitold were the miseries 
the Lady Margaret snstejned, hir husband Fierce Butler 
being so eagerly pursued by the usurper, as hee durst 
not beare up head, but was forced to Lover and lurke 
in wooddes and forrests. The noble woman being great 
with childe, and uppon necessitee constreyned to use a 
spare dyet (for hir onely sustenance was milke), she 
longed for wine, and calling hir Lord and a trusty ser- 
vante of his, James White, to hir, she requested them 
both to help hir to some wyne, for she was not able any 
longer to endure so strieght a life. * Truly Margaret,' 
quoth the Earle of Osserie, ^ thou shalt have store of 
wyne within thys foure-and-twentie houres, or else thou 
shalt feed alone on milke for me.' The nexte daye fol- 
lowing, Pierce having intelligence that hys enemic, the 
base Butler, would have travayled from Donmore to 
Eilkennie, notwithstanding hee were accompanied with 
sixe liorsenicuiie, yet ricice, lutvying none but his 
lackey, did forstallc hym in the way, and, with a coura- 
gious charge, gored the basterd through with his speaie. 
Thys prosperous calm, succeeding the firmer boisterous 
sturme, the Lady Margaret began to take hearte, his 
natural stoutnesse floted, as well by the remembrance of 

*He BQirendered the title of Onnimde at the King's request, and 
was created £erl of Omotx, bat nramed afterwarde the fanner 
title. 
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his liable birtli, as bj the intelligence uf his honourable 
match."* 

^ The Countess of Osserie, Kildare's sister, a rare wo- 
man, and able for wisdome to rule a realm, had not 

her stomachc over-ruled hcrselfe. Through the singular 
wisdom of thb Couutesse a lady of suche port, that all 
the estates of the realme couched to her, so politeque 
that nothing was thought substantially debated without 
her advice ; niaa-iike, tall of stature, very rich and 
bountiful, a bitter enemf , the only meane, at those 
dayes, whereby hir husband*s country was reclaymed 
frum the i^luttish and unc'lcaii Irish custome to the 
English habits, bedding, house-keeping, and clvilitie. 
But to these virtues was yoked such a selfe-liking and 
such a majesty above the tenure of a subject, that for 
insurance thereof she sticked not to abuse her husband s 
honour against her brother's follyc. Notwithstanding, 
I learn not that she practised his undoing (which 
ensued, and was to her undoubtedly a great haevinesse, 
as upon whom both tlie bk'mi^^h thereof and the suste- 
nance of that whole family depended after); but that 
she, by indirect meanes, wrougt her brother out of credite 
to advance her husband, the common voycc and the 
thing itselfe speaketh.^t She is called " the Great Coun- 
tess of Ormonde." She survived her husband, who died 
in 1539, three years, and ^led a most exemplary life 
for charity and devotion." Stanlhurst says, " she was 
a seure friend; a bitter enemy; hardly disliking where 
she fancied, not easily fitncying where she disliked." And 

• Holiiubed, Hiat. of Ir. iii. 79. f Ibid. SI. 



Digitized 



EARLS OF KILDAEE. 



77 



a modern author thus describes her: — " Margaret, Coun- 
tess of Ormonde and Oasoiy, * the fairest daughter* of the 
Earl of Kildare, was, onquestionably, one of the most 

remarkable women of her age and country I. u ge 

as is the place filled by the ' Red Earl' in the history of 
Ireland, it is a singular fact, that in the traditions of the 
peasantry of Kilkenny, his existence is utterly forgotten, 
whilst his consort stands vividly forth as ' the Countess,* 
or oftener as plain ^ Mairgread Gearoid,' forming with 
* Cromwell* and the ' Danes,' a triad to whom almost, 
everything marvellous, cunning, or cruel is attributed. 
She is the traditional ' builder/ as Cromwell is the tra- 
ditional ^ destroyer,' of nearly every castle in the district; 
and by the peasant's fireside, numberless are the tales 
told of her power, her wisdom, and — truth compels us to 
say — her oppressions."* 

3rd. Lady Elizabeth, who married Christopher Flem- 
ing, Lord Slane. Her son James, Lord Slane, married 
his cousin, Lady Alice Fitz Gerald. 

4th. Lady Alice, who married her cousin, Con More 
O'Neill, who In 1480 was naturalized by Act of Parlia- 
ment. She was mother of Turlogh, and of Art and Con 
Bacagh, successively " the O'NeilL" She also obtained a 
pardon from the King. 

5th. Lady Eustacla. She married ITlick McWiUiam 
Burke, Lord of Clanricarde. 

6th. Lady Joan. 

The Earl's second wife was Elizabeth, daughter of 

Oliver St John of Lydiard-Trcgoze, ancestor of Viscount 

• Hiftt. of St. Canicc Cftth. p. 24S. 



Digitized by Google 



78 



EAELS OF KILDABC 



Bolinbroke. Slie died 28tli June, 1516.* By her the 
Earl had seven sons. 

Ist, Heniy, and 2iid, Thomas; both died before they 
were of age. 

3rd. Sir James of Leixlip. He was a Knight of 
Hhodes, or St. John of Jerusalem. On the death of his 
father, in 1518, he succeeded to the estates in England, 
wbieh had been granted to the Earl in 1497. In 1526 
he was appointed deputy to his brother, the Lord Deputy. 
In a report (by whom not known) of the state of Ireland, 
to be laid before Heniy YIIL, is as follows: ^'The tyme 
th Erie of Kildaris l)rederne, and others of the Geral- 
dynes, O'Neylo aud O'Chonour, with all ther irindis, were 
aj^inted to invade and subdue the Kingis domynion, 

thois of 'th Erie of Kyldaris Priray Oounsaile, 

which were assigned to be contrivers of this secrete 
purpoos (of which Sir Gerald Shaneson, Knight, was in 

maner prlncipall and chief) could not pursude 

Sir Thomas (James) Fitzgerald, the Erie's second broder, 
and heire to the Lady Saint Johns, to condcscende to 
their purpoos for a greate season. Sir Gerald Shaneson 
harde him so moche strike upon the Einge. * What, thou 
foole/ saide he, ' thou shalt be the more esteemed in Ire- 
lande, to take parte against the Kinge^ for what haddest 
thou have been, if thy fader had not doon so? What was 
he sett by, untill he crowned a Kinge (Simnel) here; 
tooke Garthe, the Kingis capitayne, prisoner; hanged his 
son; resisted Fonengis and all Deputies; kyllid them of 
Dublin upon Oxmantowne Greene; wold suffer no man 
rule here for the Kinge but himselfe ? Than the Kinge 

* Ware's Annals. 
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regarded him, made Lim Dcputie, and maried thy moder 
to him ; orellis thou shouldest never have had foote of 
lande, where now thou maist dispende 400 marks by 
yeere or above."* On the 31st August, 1533, Sir Jiunes 
writes to the King, thanking him for his iavour to him- 
self and his brother Richard ; offers to go to court, and 
says he is under Kildare's displeasure for the services he 
rendered to Skeflington, the Lord Deputj.f Uis sub- 
sequent career and fate will be related in connexion with 
that of his nephew, the tenth Earl. All his property was 
forfeited to the crown on his attainder, in 1.536. He 
married the daughter of the White Knight, and had by 
her a daughter, who married OToole of Imayle. 

4th. Oliver of Eilleigh, in the King's County. He 
married Meawe, daughter of Cahir, chief of the O'Connors. 
His descendants are extinct in the male line. 

5tL Bichard, who married Maud, daughter of George 
Darcy, of Platen, but left no issue. 

6th. Sir John, a Knight of St. John. 

7th. Walter, who married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Robert Lord Bunsany, but left no issue. 

These five brothers were attainted of high treason, 
and executed with their nephew Thomas, Earl of Kildare, 
tiie 2nd February, 1536. 

GEBALD, NnrXH EABL. 

Gerald, ninth Earl of Kildare, was bom in 1487. He 
is said to have been one of the handsomest men of his 
time. He is called by the Irish annalists Geroit Oge" 

* SUte Papers, tuI. ii. p. 174. f Ibid., 179. 
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(Gerald the Youuger), and "Garrett McAlison," after 
his mother, Alison Eustace. 

In 1496 he was detained by Henry VII. at his court, 
as a hostage for his father's fidelity. 

In 1498, the following warrants were addressed by 
the king to Sir Bobert Litton, keeper of the great 
wardrobe : — 

Henry, by the grace of God, King of England and of 
France and Lord of Irelande, to our trusty and well- 
beloved Knight and Gounseller, Sir Robert Litton, our 
Undertresourer of England and Keeper of our grete 
warderobe, greting. Forsomuch as oure welbeloved ser- 
vant Boger Lynden our Corvesor hath delivered by our 
special commaundement sithen the moneth of May, the 
XII 1th ycre of our rcigne, into thands of our trasty ser- 
vant John FIygh,yoman of our warderobe of robes, these 
paxcells iblowing. That is to say for oure dearest son 
the Due of York sixtene pair of double soled shone, oon 
pair of high pynsens, oon pair of slepers, with oon pair 
of low pynsens, oon pair of night buteeves, and oon pair 
of boutts. Item for our dearest doughters, the lady 
Margret fourteen pair of double soled shoon, and for the 
Lady Mary eight pair of single soled shoon and foure 
pair of double soled shoon. Item for the Lord of Kildares 
son, oon pair of boutts, oon pair of slepers, and two pair 
of pynsens. We, desiring the contentancy of our said 
Cordner in this particular, wol therefore and charge yoju 
that you incontinently paye and deliver unto him al 
that is justely due for the said parcells without any dchiVf 
and these our letters shalbe your waruunt. Given under 
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our signet at our manoir of Grenewicb, the YI. day of 

February the XlVth year of our rcigiie.*** 

"Henry. (By the King.) 
We wol and charge you that for the use of the son 
and heir of our cousin th Erie of Kyldare, ye deliyer 

tinto the bringcr herof these parcells ensuyng. First, eight 
yards of black veivet for a glandekyn, furred with whyte 
bogy.t Two yards and a half of tawney medley for a 
gowne, furred with whyte bogy. Two doubletts^ oon ci 
black velvet and the other of tawney sattyn. Three 
8hirte sixten pense the eUe. Two pur of townqr 
hosyn, and an other pair of crymsyn. An hatte and 
two bonnetts, oon of crymsyn and the other blak. Two 
yards of sylk ryband for gyrdyils, and thre dosyn of 
sylk poynt. A pair of bots and a pair of spurres ; two 
pair of shone, two pair of py nsyns, and a pair of slyppers. 
And these our letters shal be your suflisant warramit in 
this behalve. Geven under our signet at our manor of 
Grenewych, the XXYIII day of November, the XIYth 
year of our reigne. We wol timt you paye by warrant 
herof for the making of the said arrays and cloihinge. 
^ To Sir Robert Littcn^ Knight^ Keeper of our 
Greai WarderobeJ^ 

In 1503 Gerald married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 

John Zouche, of Codnor. She is described iii; being "a 
woman of rare probity of mind, and every way com- 
mendable." He was soon after permitted by the King 
to return to Irdand with his fether. 

• US. t Lamb'i Pur. t ^S. 
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In Febraary, 1504, he was appointed Lord High 

Treasurer of Ireland, which office lie held until 1513. 

In August he commanded the reserve at the battle of 
Knockdoe, where, as has been lelated, his courage and 
rashness were the cause of some loss. 

On the death of his father in 1513, he was chosen by 
the Council Lord Justice of Ireland. Henry VIIL soon 
after appointed him Lord Deputy by patent, and his 
brother-in-law, Lord Slane, succeeded him as Lord 
Treasurer. 

The Earl appears to have followed the example of his 
fiither in considering it his duty, as representing the 

King, to govern and defend the Pale alone, and to have 
ruled the rest of his possessions as an Irish chief. The 
Pale, at that time, consisted of the counties of Dublin, 
Louth, Meath, and Kildare. The rest of the island was 
divided among about thirty great Anglo-Irish Loixls, 
and sixty Irish Chieftains. 

Several of the Irish chie& having, at the end of 1513, 
ravaged parts of the Pale, the Earl, in the beginning of 
1514, marched into Leix, where he defeated O More 
and his followers, and pursued him till they took refuge 
in their woods. He then went North, and took the 
Castle of Cavan, having killed O'Reilly, and chased his 
followers into their inaccessible bogs, and then returned 
to Dublin with his army laden with booty.* These 
acts were highly approved by the King, who directed 
Archbishop Wolsey to convey to him his thanks ; and 
as a reward granted to him and his heirs male, by 
patent, dated at Westminster, 7th October, 1514, the 

* Ware^B Anoala. 
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customs, &c., of the ports of Strangford and Ardglass, 
with their members and creeks in the County of Down. 
These rights were purchased by the crown from Went- 
wortli, seventeenth Earl, in 1662. 

On the 25th Janaazy, 1515, he held a Parliament in 
Dublin. He afterwards went to England to confer with 
the King, and Viscount Gormanston was appointed Vice- 
Deputy during his absence. 

In 1516 he invaded Imayle in the County of Wicklow, 
and sent the head of Shane (yToole, who had been slain 
in a skirmish, as a present to the Mayor of Dublin. It 
appears that this Chieftain had given much annoyance to 
the citizens. He then marched into Ely O'Carroli, where, 
being joined by his brother-in-law, Pierce, now Earl of 
Ormonde, and James, eldest son of the Earl of Desmond, 
he besieged the Castle of Lemyvannan, against which his 
father was marching before his death in 1513. The gar- 
rison, liaving defendefl the castle for a week, abandoned 
it at night, and the Earl, as soon as it fell into his hands, 
razed it. He then marched so rapidly upon Clonmel that 
it at once surrendered on conditions. In December he 
returned to Dublin ladeu with booty, hostages and 
honor.*** 

In November of that year (1516) an indenture was 

drawn up between the Earl and Sir John Kawson, Prior 
of St. John of Jenisalcm in Ireland, by which the former 
agreed to pay £112 Bs., then due to the Prior, who 
made a new lease of the tithes of Tiurious parishes to the 
Earl. 

In March, 1517, he held a Parliament in Dublin. 

• Ware's Annals. 
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He then invaded Ulster, and, after a bloody engagement, 
took bj storm the Castle of Dundrum, belonging to 
the Magennis, and took their chief, Phelim Magennis, 
prisoner. He then mArehed into Tyrone, and took the 

Castle of Dungannon, " and so reduced Ireland to a i^uiet 
condition."* 

In that year, on the 6th October, hb Conntess died 
suddenly at Lncan, to his great grief, and was buried 

with great soleniiiity near his mother in the Monastery 
of Friars Observants, at Kilcullen.t 

In 1518, bis enemies ttaving accused him of malad- 
ministration, he wrote to the King in his defence ; but 
as they continued to impeach his conduct, he was sum- 
• moned to England to answer the following charges : — 
1st, That he had enriched himself and foUowers by seizing 
tlic crown rc\cnaes and lands ; and 2nd, That he had 
formed alliance and corresponded with divers Irish 
enemies of the State* Having obtained permission to 
nominate a deputy, he appointed his cousin. Sir Maurice 
Fitz Gerald of Laccagh, to that office, and sailed for 
England in the begiuuiug of 1519. 

While residing in London, waiting for the inquiry into 
Lis conduct, he married his second wife, Lady Elizabeth 
Grey, fourth daughter of Thomas, ^larquis of Dorset, and 
granddaughter of Elizabeth Woodville, Queen of Edward 
IT. By this marriage he gained much influence at 
Court, as the Countess was first cousin to llcnry YIILt 

* Ware's Annala. t Hi^* 

t Sir John Qrey=Eltcabeth Wood7iUe=Edwatd IT. 

I I 
Tbomas, Marquis of Dorset. £lizabeth=Henry YII. 

I I 
Oenid, 9th Earl of Eildaie=:Elinbc(h. Heoiy VIII. 
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The King having, in the beginning of 1520, held a 
Council on Irish aliairs, resolved to send an Eiiglish 
nobleman as Loid Lieutenant to Ireland. He ac- 
cordingly remoTed the Earl of Eildare from the 
government) and appointed the Earl of Surrey to that 
office. 

In June, 1520, Eildare accompanied the King to 

France, and was present at the culcbrated meeting with 
Francis 1. on the " Field of the Cloth of Gold," where 
he was distinguished by his brilliant bearing. 

In July the King, in a letter to Surrey, writes : — ^ As 
touching the sedicious practises, conspiracies, and subtill 
driftes of the Erie of Kildare, his servauntes, aydersyand 
assisters, We have committed the ezanunation and . 
triall of that matier to the mooste Reverend Fader in 
Grod, our right entirely beloved Counsailour, Chaunce- 
lour, Cardinall, and Archbisshop of Torke, who fi>r 
suche weightie businesse, as he hath had in hande, by 
reason of the personall interviews betwixt Us, the King 
of fiomaynes, and our broder the Frenche King, cowde 
not have noo conyenient lasiour hiderto soo to doa 
Neverthelesse, the said Erie is continually attending 
upon our said Chauncellour, whoo, with his ser- 
Tamites, named in your instructions, shall not oonely 
be examined, but also fether tryed, as to lawe and 
justice apperteigne. And if he be founde culpable 
in the crymes and oiTences laide to his charge, in 
disgressing from his duteie of liegeaunce, by disturbing 
of the peax of that our lande, and provoking any our 
subgiettes to the werrcs ageinst you. We shall see hym 
in suche wyse condignly punysshed, that all other 
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sbaU take fearfull example hj hjm, sembably to offende 

hereafter."* 

On the 6th September, 1520, the Earl of Surrey wrote 
to Cardinal Wolsey, tbat the Earl of Eildare bad sent a 
letter in Irish, by the Abbot of " Monaster Evyn," to 
O'Carroli, desiring him, as soon as an English L>eputy 
should be appointed, to make war upon the Pale; but that 
he could not get the letter. It was, however, as follows: — 
" Life and health to O'Carroli, from the Earl of Kildare. 
There is none Irishman in Ireland that I am better 
content with than with you ; and whenever I come into 
Ireland, I shall do you good for anything that ye shall 
do for me ; and any displeasure that I have done to 
yoUf I shall make you amends therefore, desiring you to 
keep good peace to Englishmen till an English Deputy 
shall come thither ; do your best to make war upon 

Englishmen then, except such as be toward me, whom 
you know well yourself.'*! He also sent a simUai 

letter to O'Neill. 

In October, the King wrote to Surrey, that as they 
had *^ noon evident testimonies'* to convict the Earl, he 
thought it but just to release hym out of warde, and 
putt hym under surctie not to departe this our realme 
without our special license.''^ 

The Earl of Surrey also wrote to the King that the 
prospect of the return of the Earl of Kildare, who had 
married the Kinges kyneswoman," agitated the whole 
island. 

The Earl, having thus been acquitted of the charges 

* State Paperip vol. IL p. 88. f Ibid., p. 46. 

X Ibid., p. 66. 
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broaght against him, returned to Ireland in January, 
1523. 

Gerald, eighth £arl, hairing some time before his death 
assigned certain lands to be held in trust for the en- 
dowment of a " College in the church of the B. V. Mary 
of Maynooth," his son, the ninth Earl, anxious to carry 
out his intentions^ petitioned the Archbishop of Dublin 
for license to found a college at Maynooth in 1518. 
The license was granted in April of that year, and con- 
firmed in October, 1521. He then built the college in 
a most beautiful form," in connexion with the chapd of 
Maynooth, and endowed it with ample means. The 
Prebend of Maynooth was anne^Led to the Mastership, 
and the Vicar of Laraghbryan was Sub-master* This 
establishment, under the name of the College of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Maynooth, flourished until it 
was suppressed, with other religious houses, in 1538. 

On his return to Ireland, the Earl obtained permission 
from tlie Lord Deputy, the Earl of Ormonde, who had 
been appointed at the same interteigumeut as the Erie 
of Kildare hadde,"* to invade the territory of Leiz. In 
this expedition he was accompanied by the Mayor and 
several of the citizens of Dublin. They marched into that 
country, and burned several villages, but being caught in 
an ambuscade, lost many men, and retreated with some 
difficulty to Dublin.t 

On the 8th February, 1523, the Earl wrote the follow- 
ing letter to Cardinal Wolsey : — 

*^ In my moost humble manor I recomaunde me unto 

* state f apen, vol. ii. p. 88. f Ware's Annals. 
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your Grace, beseehing God to rewarde yoar Grace, for 

tlic good lavuures that pleased you to show unto me, in 
my causes, at all tymes. Pleas it your Grace, to be 
advertised, that at my being in England, eight yeres 
passed, I made peticion to the Einges Grace, that I 
might have had the next avoidaunce, and denominatiou 
of the Bisshopprik of Kildare, where withall he was then 
contented ; which Bisshopprik do not ezed the yerely 
value of an hundrith marc sterling, the substance 
whereof lieth in the Irishry, and will not be iiglitly had, 
but by temperall power. It is now voide by the dethe 
of the last Bisshop there, so I have now writlyn to the 
Kinges Grace, desiring to have his letters of denomina- 
tion therefore unto this bercr, Maister Edward Dillon, 
Deane of the Cathederall Chiich of Eildare foresaid ; 
which is of vertuous living, and of English name and 
condicion ; unto whom I beseche your Grace to be good 
and gracious Lord, and that he may have yoor gracious 
(avoures in th ezpedidon of the samCi and the rather 
at this my poor contemplacion. 

" At my departure out of England, your Grace was 
erased, so as I coude have no ende in my causes, not- 
withstanding my long abode there ; so as I have lefte 
certayn instruccions with certayn of my scrvauntes 
there, to pursue unto your Grace for remedie therein. 
Wherefore it wold ple<'i3 you to be so good and gracious 
unto me, that T may ba\ <' short expedicion in my said 
causes, as my special conMeuce is in your Grace, and I 
shall daily pray for the prosperous contynuanee of the 
same, as our Lord God knowith, who have your Grace in 
his tendre tuyciun. 
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" Writtyn at mj manour of Maynotb, tbe 8th day of 

Februarij. 

Yours, at your commandment, 

6. OF Etldabx. 

** To my Lord CardynaU GraeeJ** 

The Earl appears to have failed in this application, as 
Thomas Dillon was appointed Bishop. 

On the 24th May, 1523, the Earl wrote the following 
letter to the King : — 

^ Please it yonr Grace to he advertised, that in the 

begyunyng of this INIay, I made a journey into the 
north of this your land on certain of your Irish rebelles, 
as well for bnmyng of part of my landes there, as for 
robbing certain of your subgietes of West Chester; and 
at my being there, herde that there was a Britton ship 
laded with Gascon wyne, at yonrtonn of Cragvergouse;t 
wherennto I adressed me, and my retynue, through the 
countres of ni\ n ennerayes, with som deficultie, for the 
passage there were defended by Hew McNeileJ and others, 
which, besides their own retynne, had 1500 Scottes 
in wages, of whome there was about 20 slayne. And 
before I came to Cragvergouse, the Britton, hearing that 
I had som four or five vessils commyng by see, departed 
and fled away, laving part of his pa3rment for the wynes, 
tliLit lie sold to the iiihabitauntcs of the said Cragvergouse, 
unrcceyved. And I then had knowledge that a Scot- 
tish vesshell, laded with vittailes, lay fene out in the 
havon ; whereupon, for that myn own vesshels were 

♦ State Papers, vol. ii. p. 98. f Canikfe]:;gU8. 

I Hugh 0 Neill of Clandeboye. 
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not then comyn, I manned liirtlie three bootes with my 

servauntes, and such ordenaunce as I had there, which 
chased the said Scottes upon a dosjn myle, so as they 
ranne their yesshell agrounde, and went theymself to 
land ; which were roscowed by the contre longing to Ilew 
McNeill. Notwithstanding, my servauntes brought 
the yesshell with them. For the which rescowes, I 
brak a castell of his, called Belfast, and burned twentie 
fonre myle of his contre, and toke and buniud two other 
pilisy that Scottes kept there* And for that th inha- 
bitaontes of your town of Cragrergonse did bye and sell 
with your enemyes, as welle Scottes as Brittons, I toke, 
the Maier of the same, and three uf iiis brctherne, being 
of good substaance after the rate there^ which now I 
sent your Grace ; and during my being in that journey, 
your Deputie here, in cruvell wise, did not only burne 
the landes of diverse of my servauntes your subgietes, 
being then with me in your service, but also brake three 
pilis, which were the chief defence against the Irishry, 
and besides that toke two castels or piles of me, without 
any defence ; for my servauntes, having the custodie of 
till } 111, mystrusted him not Whereof oon he brake 
himself, and delyvered the others to O'Conour, who 
brake hit. I toke thos same of Irishmen, and kept 
theym for the defence of your subgietes, having litill or 
no profitt by theym. Your said Deputie, sethens it was 
bruted here that your Grace mynded to amove him from 
your deputacion, hath bene nothing in effect ruled by 
your Counsaill here, but hath made bondes with diverse 
of the Irishry, and in espcciall with O'lveroll, and such 
as hath hitherto moost greved your sub^etes here } by 
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who8 assistence he intendith to defend his title to th 

Erldom of Ormond, be it right or wrong. I am in veray 
eTiU caas ; for, in avoiding your displeasure, I forhere 
to make any hondes, with Irismen against him, that hath 
your iiuctoritc ; und my frendis of your Eu^li^h sub- 
gietes may not conveniently assist me in my defence 
against the same ; so as, without the hastier help of 
God and your Grace, I am like to he undone therehy. 

" Aud nuw, after the writing hereof, part of your said 
Deputie's retynue hath takyn i^m me and myn 500 
steide mares and coltes. Beseching your Grace, in my 
mooste humble wise, to have respect unto the premisses, 
for your Counsaill here, to whom I do and have ofltyn 
eomplayne, sayth that the Deputie is not ruled by theym, 
ne will take their advertisement in the same. How be 
it, they do always avise me to sullre him without any 
revenging, and that they doubt not^ but that your Grace 
will see ledresse therein yourself, whos advertisement I 
have hitherto folowed, and shall do, not snffiring myn 
utter destruccion, which I am suer your Grace wold 
not wil me to suffire. And thus the Holy Trinite have 
your Grace in his mooste tendre tnycion. 

" From Kildare, the 24 th of ^laij. 

Your mooste humble subgiet, 

'^G. OF Ktldakb. 

" To our Sov&ragn Lord the Kmg,^ 

On the following day the Countess of Kildare wrote 
to the Cardinal :— 

^ In my most humble maner I reoomend me on to 

* State Papers, vol. iL p. 09. 
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jonr Grace, besenebing yonr Grace to be good and gras* 

sins lord unto my Lord, my husband, in such pwrsuitys 
as hys servauntea persuith for hyme wnto your Grace, 
that it may aper un to theym^ that your Grace is som 
▼hate the bettyr unto theym, at thys my humble pety* 
cion ; for as yet my sayd Lord and husboiid hat not had 
enny gret pro£^t by me, yet I fynd liym as good and 
kynd unto me alwes, as eny man may be to hys ivif. 
Humble thankyn your Grace, for that it pies your Grace 
to remember me to my Lady my moder, as tucheng my 
maryag mone, when she was befibr your Grace. As- 
serting your Grace that I heme yn contynuell fer ; and 
thogh of the Kynges Deputes sore and unfaworable 
demenour on to my sayd Lord, yt ys comenly nojssed 
here, that yf the sayd Deputie moght have my sayd Lord 
at eny avaunttage, that be wold utterly destroy hym ; 
of the whyc I have knowen hym, twyce yn on moruyng, 
warned er he rose owt of hys bed. As I byre say, the 
cans why that be ys so cruell dysposed towardes byme 
ys, for that my sayd Lord reffused to endent to have 
tacky ne part wyth hym, ayenst theyrs of the hite Erie 
of Ormond, whycb pretendy th ty tie to the sayd £rldome, 
en cas the Eynges Gras had wylled my sayd Lord to the 
contrrey ; whyc chius yn no wys he wold be contented 
wyth all, but wold have had my sayd Lord bound, wyth 
oute enny exception. For the whyc he doth not only 
oppres my sayd Lordes frendys and serwantes to the ex- 
tremyte, but also maynteyneth the Kynges Irish rebellcs 
ayenst hyme, contyuually. And now off late, since Mag 
last past, the sayd Deputy hath brokyn dy werse castles 
longeng to my said Lord, and tu hys frendes, whych 
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castelles was amuiig tlic Kyiifires Tresh rebelles, and wer 
gret defens for the isL^uges iilugles subgyectes ; not only 
thes, but dywera other ynjuiys and wronges daily to my 
sayd Lord, hys frendys and serwantes, to long to me to 
wryte of unto your Gras. And my said Lord suffi:eth 
pacyentle the same, feryng the Eyngea dysplesure ; and 
yf yt wer not theifor, lytyll wold he snffire such wronges 
as tLc s;iv cl Deputy dutli unto him, his frends and ser- 
wantes. My Lord complaynes to the Kinges Counsayll 
here styll thero^ and the Deputy wyll not be ruled by 
them ; nether my sayd Lord dare not ster hym self, for 
fere of the Kynges dysplesuer ; so that he hath no 
remedy, onles yt be by the Kyng and yowre Gras. And 
ytfere me full sore, that my sayd Lord ys lyke to take 
gret harme, yn the mene whyle ; besekyng your Gras, 
for the lof of God, to helpe for the expedicion of the 
redres here o^ whych ys nedfidl both to my sayd Lordt 
and to most part of all the Kinges subgyectes in thys 
land. As knowyth God, who have yowr noble Gras yn 
hys blysed kepying. i: ro my Lordes maner of Maynoth, 
the 25 day of May. 

"Towrs, 

" ELVZABtTH KYLDAU£. 

" To my Lord Cardinals GraceJ** 

These complaints seem to have induced the King to 
endeavour to reconcile the Earls. In Kilkenny Castle 
is "An order or award betweene Piers, Earle of 0 : 
Lo : Dep : and the Earle of Kildare," dated 28th No- 
vember, 1523. The arbiters were, the Chancellori Hugh, 

* State Papers, toL ii p* 101. 
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Archbishop of Dablin ; George, Archbishop of Armagh ; 

the TreasurLT, Sir John Rawson, Prior of Kilraainhiun; and 
the Chief Justice of the King's Bench, Patrick Birming- 
ham. After hearing evidence on both sides, thej agreed 
that " Sir Peter Bntler, Erie of Ormoand,now being the 
King's Deputie in hi:j land of Ireland aforesaid, and Sir 
Geralde Fitz Garrald, Erie of Kildajre,'' should not make 
war or peace without the King^s license or that of his 
Deputy. That they should not levy coin and livery 
within the *' four obeysant shires, Meth, Urgell, Dublin, 
and Kildayre,'' except as limited by the Earl of Surrey, 
the Treasurer. That the Earl of Kildare might, how- 
ever, levy it on his own tenants; and us he was " moiste 
mete and hable as a defensor^ of the Fale, he mighty when 
trayelling on public affiurs in the absence of the Deputy, 
levy it in the same manner as the Dtiiuty would in such 
case. That he should have £100 per annum, " for the 
goode and fiuthftiU serrioe to be done by him as long as 
th Erie of Ormonde should be Deputie." That he should 
allow the Kings officers to collect peaceably the revenues 
in the County of Kildare. That the two Earls should 
persuade their kinsmen to submit to the laws. That the 
Earl of Kildare should bring Sir Gerald M'Shane and his 
son before the Deputy and Council, to be judged for their 
oflfences against the crown; but that the Council should 
not grant them pardons for " trespasse and offence doen 
to the said Erie.** That neither of the Earls should allow 
the Irish enemies of the other to remain in his castles 
on the borders of the other^s country. And that though 
the arbiters desired their award of amity and concord 
to be perpetual, yet^ at the earnest request of the 
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two Earls, they were only to be bound by it for one year. 
Kacli Earl's bond was for 1,UUU marks.* 

The di&aensioQS between the Earl and his brother-in- 
law, the Lord Deputy, however, soon after came to a 
crisis, in consequence of the lulluwing outrage. James 
Fitz Gerald, " Chief of the Earl of Kildare's tbilowers," 
met James Talbot of Belgarde, Ormonde's &vonrite and 
principal follower, who was hated by the Geraldines, as 
he was supposed to be a spy on them, near Ballymore 
Eustace, on his way to keep Christmas with the Earl of 
Ormonde at Kilkenny Castle, and killed him. Ormonde 
was so exasperated at this, that he brought an impeach- 
ment against Kildare in Eugland.t The Countess of 
Ormonde, Kildare*s sister, appears to have been particn- 
larly angry, and to have taken active steps against him. 

At the instance of the Marc^nis of Liorset, Kildare's 
father-in-law, the King ordered the inquiry to be held in 
Ireland, and issued a Commission to Sir Ralph Egerton, 
Sir Anthony 1 itz Herbert, Justice of tlic Common Pleas, 
and James Dentun, Dean of Litchtield, authorizing 
them to examine into the matter, and if the charges 
against Kildare were not proven, to remove tibe Earl of 
Ormonde from his office, and to appoint Kildare Lord 
Deputy. The Commissioners arrived in Dublin in June, 
1524, and having conducted the inquiry in Christ Church 
Cathedral, came to a solemn decision in iavour of Kil- 
dare.^ One of the accusations against the Earl was, of 
having warned the Earl of Desmond not to come where 
he could be arrested. In reply, he stated that on his 

• Hist of Bt Oaaice Oath. p. 221. 

f Wara^i Aimali. t Ibid. 
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arrival in Irdand, in 1523, he wrote to the £ari of 

Desmond, desiring him to meet him, with the inteution 
of asking his aid agidnst the McCarthys and other 
^ Irish rebeHes.** This letter the Gonntess of Ormonde, 
his sister, caused to be taken from his messenger while 
he was in her house. lie also stated that at that time 
he was ignorant of the Earl of Desmond's misdemeanors 
against the King. This letter having been laid before 
the Commissioners by the Earl of Ormonde, they, after 
consideration, toke it to proceed of noon evill intente."* 
An indenture, dated 28th July, 1524, was then drawn 
up " betwixt the KlgliL llunuurable the Erie of Ormonde, 
Deputie to our said Sovereign Lord in his lande of 
Ireland of the one partie, and the Eight Honourable 
Erie of Kyldare, of the other partie,** by which they 
agreed : To forgive all wrongs, &c., done to them or 
their tenants ; To be firiendly to each other ; To take 
part with each other against the King's enemies; If any 
variance arose between them to refer it to the Chan- 
cellor and Privy Council ; The Earl of Kildare to remit 
arrears of subsidies out of Kilkenny and Tipperaiy due 
when he was Deputy in 1515 ; The Earl of Kildare's 
stud of mares and colts having been taken by James 
Fitz Gerald's son, the Earl of Ormonde was to endeavour 
to have them restored, and, at all events, such as were 
brought into Kilkenny, or the value of them ; The Earl 
of Ormonde to be allowed to levy the subsidy due to 
him out of the County of Kildare, except 100 marks 
retained in lieu of what was due out of Kilkenny.! There 

* State Papery voL iL p. 123. ; f Ibid., p. 104. 
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is no mention of the murder of Talbot in this document; 
but James Fitz Gerald was sent a prisoner to London, 
and haying been led through the streets with a halter 
round his neck and a taper in his hand, preparatory to 

his execution, he, at the request of the Dean of Litchfield, 

was piirdrfiipd hy the King.* 

The Earl of Kildare was appointed Lord Deputy by 
patent, dated the 4th August, 1524. After taking the 
oath, he went in state to Thomas Court, his nephew, Con 
Baoagh O'Neill, carrying before him the sword of State, 
and there entertained the Commlssioneni at a splendid 
banquet.! 

On the 4th August, an indenture was drawn up 
^ betweene our SoTeraigne Lorde the King, and the 
Right Honerable Erlle, Gerralde of Kildare," in which 
the Earl undertakes not to make war without the con- 
sent of the Council ; nor to le?y coin and livery except 
when on the King's business, and then at the following 
rate : — " For every horsseman and captajnc of kerne 
and galoglasse, to have, in flesshe dayes, flesshe, bredde, 
and ale, and in fysshe dayes, fysshe or butter ; and his 
kymne and boyes, suche as the husbond (man) hathe; or 
elles to take but for every horsseman 2d. a meale ; every 
foteman l^d., and for every horskeper Id.; every chief 
horsse twelye shelves for a nyght and a daye ; every 
bereing horsse ey tihtc sheives, and but one boye for a 
horsse." When he goes to attend Parliament, the Council, 
or on his private business, he shall take coin and livery 
only from his own tenants. He is not to grant pardons 
without the consent of the Council. He will cause 
• Hckliiulied^ iii. 81. f Ware. 
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Sliei'iils and other officers to be appointed in the Shires 
of Dublin, Meath, Louth, Wexford, Kilkenny, Tipperary, 
Waterfordf and Limerick. And he will cause the inhar- 
bitants of the four shires'' to wear English apparel, 
and to shave their " upper berdes.** The Gallogksses, 
mentioned in the indenture, were infantry armed with 
shirts of mail and axes, each gaUoglass had an attendant 
boy bearing three darts. The Kern were light-armed 
infantry, with lances ; each two kern having a boy to 
carry their mantles, weapons, and yictuals. 

In May, 1525, the Earl held a Parliament in Dublin. 
He, in the same year, condemned Maurice Kavaiiagh, 
Archdeacon of Leighlin, to be hung on a gibbet on the 
high road near Glenreynoldf for having murdered his 
kinsman, Mauiice Doran, Bishop of Leighlin, who had 
threatened him with punishment for his crimes. 

On the 20th May, 1525, the King sent the following 
letter to the Earl : — 

^ Right trusty and right welbiloved Cousin, We grete 

you well. Signifieng unto you that complaint hath 
been made unto Us, on the behalf of our right trusty 
and right welbiloyed Cousin, th Erl of Ormond, that 
where as, at our Commissioners being there, tliey 
awarded unto the said Erie the con half of our subsedie 
there, and other ] irccllcs of our revenues there due, 
unto hym, which subsedie, and other revenues, our said 
Commissioners auctorised you to levie and receive to 
the use of the said Erie, and to have made full payment 
of the same unto hym, at the Fest of Saint Michell th 

* State Papon, toI. ii. p. 114. 
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Archaungell last past» a& by th indentures thereupon 
made betwixt you, in that partie, playner it dotb appear; 

Te, not regardinc: our said Commissioners awarde in that 
behalf) do still reteigne and kepe in your handesthe said 
snbeidie, and other revennes, of the somme of £800 or 
thereabouts, ss We bee infbrmed. Wherefore, We well, 
and natbeless commaunde you, that within twentie dayes 
next after the sight berof, ye make full deliveij and 
payment of the said sobsedie, and other revenues unto 
the said Eric, according to the purport of our said-Cora- 
mysioners awarde, without any stoppell or iurtiier delaye, 
as ye tender our pleasure. 

Yeven under onr Signet, at our Manonr of Grene- 
wiche, the 20th daye of Maye."* 

To this letter the Earl returned the following answer 
on the 17 th August : — 

After my most humble recommendation, Please it 
your Grace to bee advertised, where as by your moost 
drad letters, dated the 20th day of May last passed, it 
pleased the same to commaunde me to ddiTere and make 
payemeiit unto tli Erl of Ormoud, within twentie daycs 
after the sight of your said letters, the hailyndele of your 
subsldie, and other parcelles of your revenues, to the 
somme of £800, unto the said Erie due, which your 
Commyssioners, at their being here, willed me to levye ; 
so it is, I did not receive the said letters, till on this last 
Saint Lawrence is even, before the receipt whereof the 
said Erie was dierly paid of the said subsidie, and of all 
other your revenues unto hym due, and received by me, 

* State Papery vol. li. p. 120. 
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\vbich amounted not to the said somme, as shall appere 
bj the aocompt of yonr Under Treasonrer here. In my 
most homble maner besechjng yonr Grace not to 
recrarde sucbe untrue surmjses of uiyiie adversaries, 
till the troathe bee tryed, trusting and knowing right 
well, that I never did, ne thonght, anything, whereby I 
shuld deserve your moost drad displesure : whereunto 
I was not ooniy bounde by my dutie of aliegiaunce, but 
also for that I was bronght up in yonr service ; and 
when . I came to discresion, hit pleased yon to make 
me your Treasourer, and consequently your Deputie, 
and gave me landes to the yerely value of 100 markes. 
My first wife* was yonr pore kynneswonian, and my 
wife nowt in like maner. And in all my troubles 
before this, by untrue surmyses against me, Ye were 
good and gracious unto me, which ought inogh suffice 
to bynde to owe unto yonr Grraoe my tme and faithful! 
service. And though there were no suche cause, yet 
cowd I fynde in my hart to serve your Grace before ail 
the Princes in the world, as well for the grete noblenes, 
Taliaunt prowejs, and equitie, which I ever noted in 
your most noble personne, as also for the vertuous 
qwalities wherin ye excelle all other Princes. And 
besides that^ I do knowe right wele, if I did the contrary, 
it shuld bee the destmection of me, and my sequele, for 
ever. As knowith Almighty God, who ever have you 
in his tender tuieion. From my manour of Maynoth, 
the 17 daye of Augnstt 

• Elisabeth ZoQohfl. f I«dy EUnbeth Gray. 

I State Papers^ vol. ii, p. 125. 
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About tlie same time tbe Earl transmitted to the 

King, through his brother-iii-hiw, Lord Lcoiiaid Grey, a 
document containing a series of accusations against tbe 
Earl of Ormonde ; among others^ that when tbe Lord 
Deputy was at war with O'CarroU (in 1516), Ormonde 
bad sent ' four gunners witb gunnes and powder" to 
defend the Castle of Lemjrannan; that when the Bishop 
of LeigUin was murdered, three of Ormonde's servants 
were present, whom he had not punished ; that the fol- 
lowers of Ormonde bad plundered and burned a town 
belonging to Kildare, called ^^Ljretiston" (LoYitstown), 
and murdered seventeen men and women, and con of 
theym that fled out of the fire to the churche was slayne 
on the high auter f that the Council having ordered 
Ormonde to pay two hundred marks as a compensation 
to Kildare — Lc liud not done so; and that Ormonde had 
sent to London one Eobcrt Cowley, having ids signet, 
to indite complaints against Kildare."* 
In that year, 1 525, tbe King sent letters to the Earl, or- 
dering him to arrest tbe Earl of Desmond, who was accused 
of high treason. He accordingly assembled a large Ibrce, 
and marched into Monster. But the Earl of Desmond 
(by, it is said, the advice of tbe Earl of Kildare) avoided 
any meeting, alleging his privilege to absent himself from 
Parliament and walled towns.t He next invaded lyrcon- 
nell with Con Bacagh O'Neill. They proceeded as for as 
Portnatry nod, near Liflford, where they encamped within 
some strong entrenchments, which had been thrown up 
some time before by O'DonnelL The latter had col- 
lected a large force, which bad been reinforced by a body 

« State Papers, toL ii. p. 120. \ Ware. 
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of Scots, and was encamped at Drumleen, the two amies 
being separated by the River Foyle. Manns O'Donneil 

wished to attack the Earl at once, but was deterred by 
his father, who feared the ordnance which st lengthened 
the defences of the EarL Next morning Eoldare having 
intelligence that Hugh O'Neill, Con's rival, was in arms 
in Tyrone, sent messengers to O'Donneil to treat for 
peacci which was at length concluded, and the Earl 
became surety between the two chiefs. He then tamed 
his wliole force aguiiist Hugh O'Neill, aud defeated iiim 
in an eng igiment, in which he was slain.* 

In the beginning of Spring, 1 526, Oon CNeiU and 
Manns, eldest son of Hugh (yDonnell, Dynast of Tyr- 
connell, went to the Earl of Kildare, in order that he 
might arbitrate between them, and, if possible, make 
peace. After much altercation, however, they returned 
without having settled their differences. t 

In 1526, the Earl of Ossory (who had surrendered the 
Earldom of Ormonde to the King) accused Eildaie of 
having engaged the O'Byrnes to assist the Earl of Des- 
mond (who was engaged in a plot with Charles V. to 
land a Spanish army in Ireland), of having armed the 
Irish against his own authority, and of having put to 
death good subjects, because they were adherents of the 
Butlers. The Earl was ordered to go to England to 
answer this impeachment. He left his brother, Sir James 
Fitz Gerald of Leixlip, as Vice-Deputy. On lus arrival in 
London he was committed to the Tower. When the Earl 
appeared before the Council, Cardinal Wolsey is said by 
Stanihurst to have made a violent speech against him, 

• Aniuds of the Four Masten. f Ibid. 
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and, among oiher accosationa, to have charged him with 

taking no steps to arrest the Earl of Desmond, " while, 
had you lost a cow or a horse of your owne, two hun- 
died of your letejneiB would hare come at your whistle 
to nscne the prey from the attennost edge of Ulster. 
The Earl ! nay, the King of Kildare ! — for when you 
are disposed, you reigne more like than rule the land." 
While the Cardinal was speaking, the Earl showed signs 
of impatience, and at last interrupted him thus : — " My 
Lord Chancellor, T beseech you pardon me, I am short 
witted, and you, I believe, intend a long tale. If you 
proceed in this order, halfe of my purgation will he lost 
for lacki' of carriage. I have no schoole trickes, nor art 
of memory, except you heare me, while I remember your 
words, your second process will hammer out the former." 
The Lords of the Council thought this request reason- 
able, and asked the Cardinal to allow the Earl to answer 
the first accusation. He assented, and the Earl con- 
tinued : — 

^ It is good reason that your Grace heare the mouth 
of this boarde. But, my Lord, those mouths that put 
these things in your mouth are very wyde mouths, such, 
indeed, as have gaped long for my wrack^ and now, at 
length, for \vaut of better stuffe, are lUiii to fill their 
mouths with smoke. What my cousin Desmond hath 
compassed, as I know not, so I heshrew his naked heart 
for holding out so long. If hee can be taken by my 
agents that presently wait for him, then have my adver- 
saryes betrayed their malice, and this heapc of haynous 
words shall resemble a scarecrow or a man of strawe, that 
scemeth at a blush to carry some proportion, but when 
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it IS felt and po^ysed, discovereth a vanity, serving onely 
to fear crowes, and I verUy trust your Honours will see 
the proofe by the thiug itselfe within these few dayes* 
But to go too, suppose hee never bee hadde, what is 
liildare to blame for it more than my good brother of 
Ossorie, notwithstanding his high promises, having also 
the King his power, is yet content to bring him in at 
leysure. Cannot the Earl of Desmond shift, but I must 
be of counsel 1 Cannot hee bee hyden, except I winke ? 
If hee beedose, am I his mate ? If hee bee friended, am 
I a tray tour ? This is a doughty kind of accusation, 
which they urge agaynst me. When was the Earle 
within my viewe and who stoode by when I let him 
slip ? Bat I sent him worde to beware of me. Who 
was tlie messenger? where arc the letters? Of my 
cousin Desmond, they may lie, since no man more can 
well contrarie them. Touching myselfe, I never acted 
in theym eyther so much wit or so fiist fayth, that I 
would have gaged upon their silence the life of a goode 
hounde much lesse mine owne. It grieveth me that 
jowt good Grace, whom I take to be wise and sharpe, 
should be so farre gone in cieditting these corrupt in- 
formers. Little know you, my Lord, how necessarie it 
is not onely for the govemour, but also for every noble- 
man in Irelande, to hamper his uncivd neighbours at 
discretion, whereiu if they waited for processc of lawc, 
and had lujt those lyves and landes within their reach, 
they might happe to lose their owne lives and landes 
without lawe. Touching my kingdome, I know not what 
your Lordship should meane thereby. If your Grace 
imagin that a kingdom consisteth in serving God, in 
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obeying die prince, in governing with love the Common 
wealth, in shonldering snhjects, in snppieasing rebeUes, 

in executing justice, in brideling blind allcctions, I 
would be willing to be invested with so vertuous and 
TOjall a name. But if, therefore, yon terme me a king, 
in that yon are persuaded that I repine at the government 
of my soveraigne, or winke at malefactors, or oppress 
civil livers, I utterly disclayme in that odious tearme, 
marveyling greatly that one of your Grace his profound 
wisdoiiie shoidJc seciiic to appropriate so sacrud a name 
to so wicked a thing. But, however it be, my Lorde 
I woulde yon and I had changed kingdoms but for one 
moneth, I wonlde tmst to gather up more cmmmes in 
that space than twice the revenues of my poor Earldom. 
But you are well and warme, and so holde you and 
upbrayde not me with such an odious terme. I slumber 
in a hard cabyn, when you sleepe in a soft bed of downe. 
I serve under the King his cope of heaven, when you 
are served under a canapie. 1 drinke water out of my 
skull, when you drinke wine out of golden cuppes. My 
courser is trayned to the field, when your genet is 
taught to amble. When you are begraced and beloved, 
and crouched and kneeled unto, then find I small grace 
with our Irish borderers, excepte I cut them off by 
die knees." Stanihurst continues : — The Cardinal 
perceiving that Kildare was no babe, rose in a fume 
from the counsayle-table, and commytted the Earie, and 
deferred the matter till more direct probations came 
out of Irelande. There he was heartily beloved of the 
Lieutenant, pittied in all the Court, and, standing in so 
harde a case, altered little his accustomed hue, comforted 
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other noblemen prisoners with him, disembling his owne 

sorrow. One night, when the Lieutenant and he for 
their disport were playing at slide-grote or shuffle-boorde, 
sodaLnelj cometh from the Cardinal! a mandatam to 
execute Kyldare on the morrow. The Earle, marking 
the Lieutenant's deep sigh, * By St, P>ri(le, Lieutenant/ 
quoth he, * there is some madde game in tiiat scrole ; 
bat» fall how it will, this throw is for an huddle/ When 
the worst was tolde him, * Nowe I pray thee,* quoth he, 
* doe no more, but learne assuredly from the King his 
owne mouth, whether his Highness be witting thereto or 
not' Sore doubted the Lieutenant to displease the 
Cardiiiall, yet of verrie pure love to his friend he posteth 
to tliu King at midnight and delivered his errand (for 
att all houres of the night the Lieutenant hath access to 
the Prince upon occasions).* The King controlling 
the sauciness of the Priest (for those were his termes), 
deliyeied to the Lieutenant his signet in token of ooun- 
termande, which, when the Cardinall had seen, he he* 
ganne to brake into unseasoned language, which the 
Lieutenant was loath to hear. Thus broke up the storm 
for that time."t 

It, however, appears in a State Paper, dated July, 
1528, that, notwithstanding the enmity which Wolsey 
is represented to have borne to the Earl, the Cardinal 
was of opinion that it would be inexpedient to remove 
him from his office of Lord Deputy, for the following 
reasons: — 1st, because the Earl ot Ossory was too old, 

* The Lieutenant of the Tower has still the privilege ol cominu- 
mcaling personally with the Sovereign, 
f Holin^cd, Hist, of Ir., lii. 83. 



Digitized by 



EARLS OF KILDiEB, 



107 



and his son, Lord Bailer, too young, to restrain the 

Irish septs ; 2nd, the troops were short of provisions, 
and as the harvest was then at hand, they would not be 
able to prevent it being cut by the Earl's Irish allies, 
unless they were restrained by the expectation of his 
return ; and 3rdly, his kinsmen and friends, as long as 
he was Deputy, were afraid lest any damage done by 
them should he laid to his charge. The King, who was 
opposed to the Lord Deputy's return, retained him, 
therefore, at his court, and appointed the Earl of Ossory 
to govern as Yice^Deputy. The Duke of Norfolk, who, 
as Lord Surrey, had been Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
now offered to become security for the Earl, who was 
liberated on the hail of the Dowager Marchioness of 
Dorset, the Marquis of Dorset, Lord Fitzwalter, Lord 
Mountjoy, the Bishop of St. Asapb, Lords Richard, John, 
and Leonard Grey, Sir Henry Guilford, Sir John Zouche, 
and the Abbot of Yale Boyal. He then resided in the 
Duke's house at Newington, in Middlesex.* 

The Earl, dissatisfied with his position, and wishing 
to make his presence m Ireland necessary, sent, in July, 
1528, his daughter, Lady Slane, to urge his nephew, 
Con O'Neill, and Ins sou-ia-law, O'Connor, to invade the 
Pale. In consequence of this he was again committed 
to the Tower, and depriTed of his office of Lord Deputy, 
which was conferred on the Earl of Ossory. 

In a document, entitled " Instruccions tu be showed 
unto the Ejnge's Highnes, my Lord CardynaU is Grace 
and the Eynges Counsayll in Ingland,*' from the Deputy 



* Ware. 
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and Conncil in Ireland, it is stated tbat tihe Earl of 
Kildare's brethren and kinsmen, having a great retinue 
of ^men of war,** and strong garrisons and abundanoe 
of ordnance, and knowledge of the country, may cause 

more damage tlian three tiiiics as many iii any other 
part of the land. They ask that the King should direct 
^ Walter Delahide, Btpuad to the Earl of Kyldaie," 
to deliTer up all the ordnance which the Earl and his 
father had, as Deputies, for the defence of the King's 
subjects* They state that the Earl's brothers and allies 
will not be at peace with the Deputy, unless they obtain 
a pardon for themselves and adherents ; and that the 
Earl's daughter, Lady Slane, had had a secret couierence 
with O'Connor, after which he made invasions, roodes 
and hostilities.** In March, 1529, Sir Gerald M'Shane, 
having been sworn upon the "great relike of Erlonde, 
called Baculum Christ!," declared that it was arranged 
between the Earl and Melour Fay, that if the former could 
not come to Ireland, he would send his daughter EUys" 
as a token of his detention.! 

The Earl was^ however, soon after released from the 
Tower. 

In 1530, his portrait, which is at Carton, was painted 
by Holbein. 

He was one of the Peers who, on the 30th July in 
that year, signed the letter to the Pope, relating to the 
divorce of the King from Queen Catherine. 

In August he accompanied Sir William Skeffington, 
the Lord Deputy, to Ireland. On their arrival in Dublin, 

* State Papers, vol. ii. p. 145. f Ibid. 
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they were met on the Green of St Mary's Abbey by 
the Major and citizens in procession i and the Recorder, 
Thomas Fitz Simons, congratulated them in a pithie 
onition." The Lord Deputy replied : " Maister Mayor 
and Maister Kecorder, — You have at length the noble- 
man here presenti for whom you sore longed whylest he 
was absent And after many storms by him snstayned, 
he hathe nowe to the comfort of his friends and to the 
confusion of his foes, subdued violence with patience, 
injuries with sufferance, and malice with obedience. 
And such butchers as of hatred thyrsted ailer his bloud, 
are nowe taken for outcaste mastives littered in currish 
bloud. How well my maister the King hath been of his 
gracious inclination affected to the Earle of Kildare (his 
backe friend being, by his just desert from his Majestic, 
weeded), the credit wherein this nobleman at this present 
resteth, manifestly declareth. Wherefore it resteth that 
you thank God and the King for his safe arrival. As 
for his welcome, Maister Recorder, his curteous dis- 
course^ your great assemblies, your cheei^ counte- 
nances, your willing meetings, your solemne processions, 
do so farre shuwu it, as you minister mee occasion on 
hya lordship his behalf, rather to thanke you for your 
curtesy than to exhort you to any further ceremonle.*^ 

During his absence in England, the OTooles baring 
plundered his tenants, the Earl determined to punish them, 
and soon after his arriyal invaded their country, assisted 
by two hundred archers of the City of Dublin Bands. 

In idoij he accompanied the Lord Deputy into Ulster, 

« HoUnahsd, Hirt. ofir , iiL p. 84. 
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wliere, having taken the Castle of Kinard, in the County 
of Tyrone, they compelled Hugh 0*Donnell to submit to 

the KiiiGr's autlioritv.* 

The fheudship between the Earl and the Deputy did not 
last long; and they sent letters and messengers to tbeKing 
mntnally accusing each other. In January, 1532, Ossory 
also couii Jains that while he was absent in the North with 
the Deputy, the Earl of Kildare dysplayed his standard,** 
and collecting all his forces attacked and plundered his 
country.f About Easter the Earl went to England, where 
he exculpated himself so well before the King, that on the 
5th July he was appointed to succeed Sir W* Skeffington 
as Deputy to Henry Duke of Richmond. He returned to 
Ireland at Lammas (August), 1532, and landing in Dub- 
lin, was received with great acclamation of the people.1 

The Earl, on attaining power, appears to have resolved 
to punish all his adversaries. On the day he landed 
he removed from the office of Chancellor, John Allen, 
Archbishop of Dublin (who had been chaplain to 
Cardinal Wolsey), and nominated in his place Greorge 
Cromer, Archbishop of Armagh; and Stanihiirst says: 

Kildare having received the sworde, woulde permit 
Skeffington, who was late Govemoure, to dance atten* 
dance among the other suitors in his house at Dublyn, 
named the Carbry."§ 

He also committed several acts, which were quoted in 
the act of attainder afterwards passed against him, viz.: 
Instead of op]iosing O'Neill when he invaded Uriel 
(Louth), he countenanced bis acts by ordering bis brother, 

♦ Ware. f State Papers, vol. ii. p. 156. | "Ware. 
§ Holinshed, Hist, of Ir.| p. 58. 
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Sir John J'it^ Gerald, to accompany him; he invaded 
Kilkenny, and burned and destroyed the property of the 
Earl of Ossory and his adherents (tbon^ Lord Butler^ 

the Earl's son, was Lord Treasurer) ; he allowed his 
followers to plunder the King's subjects, who had resorted 
to the fair of Gastledermot, of their goods in his presenoei 
and to murder some of them most cruelly ; and, in 
order to strengthen his influence with the Irisli Chiefs, 
he married his daughters, Lady Mary, to Brian O'Connor, 
of Offaly, and Lady — ^— to Ferganalnm O'CarrolI, of 

Elye O'Ciinoll. 

Towards the end of 1532, he, at the persuasion of his 
8on-in4aw, O'GarrolI, marched against the sons of the 
late O'Carroll, who attempted to keep possession of the 
territory. The Four Masters, in their Annals, relate: — 
^^They (the Earl and O'Carroll) afterwards sat round 
Birr; and a fight was continaed between them and the 
owners of the castle, until a ball, fired from the castle, 
entered the side of the Earl, but tliis was kept secret 
until the castle was taken. The £arl returned home, 
and the ball remuned in him till the following spring, 
when it came out at his other side.** When he was 
wounded, he groaned, which a soldier, tiiat was by, 
obsermg, said, My Lord, why do you groan ? as I 
myself hare been shot three times, and yet have re- 
covered.* To this the Earl replied, " AVould to God 
^ou hadst also received the fourth shott in my stead."* 
In consequence of this wound he partiaUy lost the use 
of his limbs and his speech. 

* Van's AniuJt. 
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On the 21st Dec., 1532, Walter Gowlej, Principal 
Solicitor of Ireland, wrote to Thomas Cromwell, Secre- 
tary of State: " My Lord of Kildare, for the mayntenauns 
of his son*in*lawe, Fergenanym O'Kairoll, besedged a 
castell which appertaynid to th adversaries of his said 
son-in-lawe, with whom they were in striff for the iiariic 
and Lordship of O'Karroll; and that there then my said 
Lord of Kildare was shott with a hand gon thorow the 
syde, under the rihbes, and so lyeth in great daunger."* 

His proceedings now afforded his adversaries oppor- 
tunities of censuring his administration. Among his 
chief accusers were John Allen, Archbishop of Dublin, 
John Allen, Master of the Kolls, Thomas Canon, Secre- 
tary to Sir W. Skeffington when Lord Deputy, and 
Robert Cowley, Bailiff of Dublin, formerly servant to 
the Countess of Ormonde, and afterwa^ Master of the 
Holls. These persons were selected by a portion oi" the 
Council to go to England, to lay their complaints before 
the King. In 153S, the Council report that there 
is such a rooted dissension between the Earls of Kildare 
and Ossory, that it is not likely they can be reconciled 
as long as either of them is Deputy .f And in another 
report to Cromwell, on the state of the country, to be laid 
before the King, it is stated that the Irish were commit- 
ting many outi-ages; among others, had killed the son of 
the Earl of Ossoij. Not longe after, th Erie of Kildare 
was shot through with a gonne, and hardly escapid the 
deth. His three bretherne also, James, Richarde, and 
Waltier, being in the marches, in one house, parte of the 



• State Papers, vol. ii, p. 161. f Ibid., p. 165. 
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Tooles, !n the night, burnjd it; and James did escape 
by swyftness of his horse, his men slajne, and both his 
other bietherae escapid in the clothing of women. Soon 
after, John, brother to th Erie of Kildare, made a 
roode upon the M^Mahons, where he was met, and him- 
silf woundid and chased six myles^ and thirty of his 
men slajne. Thomas, son and heire to th Erie of 
Kildare, made another roode upon 0'R( vly, where he 
was encountrid also withall, and £Eiyne to recule with 
moebe reaproache.'^* In another report to Cromwell, it 
is said: The Gonnsaile here,'' are partely comiptid 
with affection towarde th Erie of Kildare, and partely 
in soche dreade of him, that either they will not| or 
dare not^do anything that shnld be diBplesante to 
him.l- 

In consequence of these complaints, the £arl was 
snmmoned to England. He immediately sent over his 
Conntess to intercede for the recall of this order, but in 
vain. The order was repeated, allowing him to name 
any person, for whom he would be responsible, as Deputy 
during his absence. The King's letters, with one £rom 
the Conntess, were conveyed to him by ^ Robert Relye,** 
who was in his service, and afterwards in that of his 
son. Beilly accompanied him to England, and remained 
with him till the following May. 

On the 3rd September, 1533, Dcytheyke, a priest, 
wrote: " Sins the sight of the Kynges letters, the De- 
patie hath conveyed all the Kynges ordynaunce owte of 

• 8Ute flipei% Tfd. ii. p. 168. flbid.p. 179. 

1 
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the Castell (of Dablin) into his owne coantn, and 
fortifyeth his castells and fastnes with theyme.** 

On the 25th October, Skeffingtoa writes from Skef- 
fyngton" to Cromwell : ^ I hare leyde such wayte fi>r 
th Erie of KilJare, that he shall not pas thorowe this 
country ; that I doubt not but I will be at London as 
sone as he, or afore hym. And I hare noo feare trewlj 
to justyfy all I have sayde and wietton of hym.* And 
again, on the 4th November : " The Lady of KUdaris 
servauntes were at Bewe Maris on Sent Symond and 
Jodie day, with the Kinges letters, making no maner of 
exspedicion nor hast with the same ; and sethen that 
day the wynde hath not servid to them.'t 

It appears that the King's letters were not delirered to 
the Earl until late in 1533. He at once nominated his 
son, Thomas, Lord Offaly, who was then only twenty 
years of age, and of a hot and active temper," Vice- 
Deputy, and held several oommunications with him and 
all his brotiiers. When his preparations were made, 
he, in Tcbruary, lao4, held a council at Drogheda, 
where, in the presence of the Lords, he, as btanihurst 
relates, thus addressed his son : — 

^ Sonne Thomas, I doubt not but you know that my 
soveraigne Lord, the King, hath sent for me to Englande, 
and what shall bctyde me, God knoweth, for I know not 
But howsoever it fidleth, both you and I know, that I am 
well stept in yeares ; and as I may shortly die, for that 
I am mortal, so must 1 in haste decease, bicause I am olde. 

• Stete Papers, toL iL p. ISO. f Ibid.» p. 181 ft 18S. 
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Wherefore, in so mnch as my wynter is well neare ended, 

and the spring of your age now buddeth, my will is, 
that joa behave yourselfe so wisely in these your greene 
yeaies, as that to the comfort of your friendes, yon may 
enjoy the pleasure of sommer, glcane and reapc the I'ruit 
of your harvest, that with houour you may growe to the 
catching of that hoarie winter, on which yon see me, your 
father, fast pricking. And whereas it pleaseth the King, 
his Majestie, that i!})Oti \\\y (h'|>arture here hence,I sboulde 
substitute in my rowme such one, for whose goyernment 
I would answers ; albeit 1 knowe that your yeares are 
tender, your wit not settled, your judgment not fidly 
rectitied, and therefore 1 myght bee with good cause re* 
claymed firom putting a naked sworde in a young man's 
hande, yet notwithstanding, for as much as I am your 
father, and you my sonne, I am w ell assured to beare tbiit 
stroke with you in steering your ship, as that upon any 
information I may commando you as your &ther, and 
correct you as my sonne, for the wrong handling of your 
helme. There be here that set at this bourd far more 
sufficient personages for so great a charge than you are« 
But what then? If I shoulde cast this burthen on their 
shoulders, it might bee that hereafter they woulde be so 
farre with envie caryed, as they would percase hazard 
the losse of one of their owne eyes, to be assured that I 
should he deprived of both mine eyes. But forasmuch 
as the case touchcth your skiane us neare as mine, uad 
in one respect nigher than mine, bycause (as I sayde be< 
fore), I rest in the winter, and you in the spring of your 
yeares ; and nowe I am resolved, day by day, to leame 
rather howe to die in the feare of God, than to Uye in the 
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pumpe of the worlde, I thinke yon will not be so brain* 

sicke as to stabbe yourseife tkrougli the body, only to 
skarifie my skinne with the poynt of your blade. Where- 
fore, my Sonne, consider that it is easie to raze, harde to 
bujlde, and in all yourafFayres be schooled bj this boorde, 
that for wisdom is able, and for the entier affectioa it 
beareth your house, will be founde willing to lesson yoa 
with sounde and sage advice. For albeit in authoritie 
you rule them, yet in counsailc they must rule you. My 
Sonne, you know that my late maimes stifleth my talke, 
otherwise I would have grated longer on this matter, for 
a good tale may be twice tolde, and a sounde advice, eft- 
soones itterated, taketh the de« per impression in the 
attentive hearer his minde. But althou^ my fatherly 
aflfection reqnireth my discourse to be longer, yet I trust 
that your good inclination askctli it to be shorter, and 
upon that assurance, here, in the presence of this honour- 
able assembly, I dely ver you thys sworde,*^ He then 
embraced his son and the Lords of the Council, and 
immediately after embarked. He was no sooner gone 
than his enemies misconstrued his speech, saying that 
his intention was that it should be reported to the King 
as a proof of his loyalty. 

In a report on the state of Ireland, forwarded to 
the King at that time, it is stated that the Earl 
held many royal castles and manors, including, among 
others, those of Powerscourt, Leixlip, and Castledermot, 
with the walled town of that name. That the Earl of 
Desmond and other lords will not attend Parliament 

« Holinsbed^ iii. 89. 
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nor the Council, nor aid the Deputy, unless the Earl 
of Eildare holds that olHce. That Klldare and his 
kinsineii have the counties of Eildare and Carlow, as &r 
as the bridge of Leighlin, and that within this territory 
he exacts coin and livery. " Item, the said Erld, haiv 
met and drinke within the said two shjrs, yerly for as 
many speyr men as he haiir wajting on him, and for their 
horses and kepers, and also for as many horsis as my 
lady his wifT, his sonys, his doghtirs, and all their 
servanntes haiy, and a keper to every hors found 
upon your subjectes without any peny paing therfor, 
and 8 score fotmen, callyd kern, 10 scor spearys, culled 
Gallaghloghis, which 10 score sparris amountith to 20 
score men, and none of thes to be at your comaundment, 
but when it shall please the said Erld, notwithstanding 
thei haiv no fynding but of your subjects." And also, 
the £rles of Desmond, Eildar, and Ossery, their wi&s, 
childyme, and serrauntes, do use, afflyr'the custnmbe 
and usage off wyld Iryshmen, to eum with a gret multi* 
tude of peple to monasteries and gentylmen ys howsis, 
and ther to contynu 2 dais and 2 nightes, taking met and 
drink at ther plesnrs, and ther horssis and kepers to be 
sheiffted or dyvydyt un the pore ferraors, next to that 
place adjoynyn, paing nothing therfor, so as they be 
found in thys maner, in other men is howsis moo then 
halff the yere, by this wild Irish custume of extorcion, 
and spare ther own howsis." That the laws have not been 
executed in the county of Kildare for twenty-eight years by 
the judges, but by seneschals of the Earl, who grant pardons 
fbr felonies under his seal, claiming the right granted 
by Edward I. to deVesci, which had been withdrawn 
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by E'lward II., but which had been exercised by 
the late Earl in the 20 Ileniy VII. That in consequence 
of tlus the Loids and Gentlem^ of Kildm and Carlow, 
instead of obeying the writ of tiie Eing^s sheril^ will only 
answer the suuiiiiuns of the Earl.* That the Earl had 
built many castles on his own estates, but had neglected 
to repair the royal castles. That the Earl had given his 
(hiughters in marriage to Irish chiefs, contrary to the 
statute, and had sent his children to bo nursed in their 
families, and thereby formed alliances with them. That 
it 18 expedient to withdraw the royal castles and manors 
fium the custodie of the Earl, and that he should be 
made to account for the tribute which he received from 
the Irish chief8.t 

Soon after his arrival in London, the Earl was exa- 
mined before the Council on various charges. Being 
accused of fortifying his castles with artillery and stores 
belonging to the crown, he replied that he had done so to 
defend tlie borders of the Pale riij;ainst the inroads oi the 
Irbh, and that if he had meditated treason he would not 
have been so weak as to fortify his castlesi and yet, trust 
his person into their hands. The hesitation in his speecn, 
caused by the wound which he had received at Birr, 
being attributed to a sense of guilt, he was committed 
to the Tower. This became known in Ireland, and a false 
report was then spread that the " Earl had Iveen beheaded, 
and that the same fate was intended for his son and his 
brothers." Lord OfTaly at once resigned the office of 

* The office of Hereditary Sheriff of KUdeie, ww granted to 

Tliomns, second £arl» in 1317. 
f State Fapen^ toL ii. p. 182. 
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Yioe-Deputy, aad assembled his followers in order to 

drive the English out of Ireland. 

The Earl, hearing in the Tower of his son's rebel* 
lion, and haying been shown hj the Lieutenant of the 
Tower a copy of the excommnnication* of Lord Offaly, 
which had been transmitted to him for the purpose of 
being shown to the Earl, died of grief on the 12th 
December, 1534, and was buried in St Petei^s Church 
iu the Tower. The following inscription was found in 
1580 on a chest under the earth, at the burial of Ealph 
Hopton, " a foUower of the Earl of Oxford," and son of 
Sir Owen Hopton, Lieutenant of the Tower: — ^''Here 
lieth the corpes of the L. Gerald Fitz Gerald, Earle of 
Kyldare, who deceased the 12th December, in the year 
of Our Lord MOGCCOXXXniL, on whose sole Jesu 
have mercey."t 

Stanihurst describes the Earl as follows: This noble 
man being yaliant and well spoken, was nothing inferior 
to hys fiither in martiall prowesse.*^ And again: He 

was a wise and prudent man in wane, valyant without 

rashnesse, and politique wythoute treacherie ; such an 
suppiessour of rebelles, in his goremment, as they durst 
not beare armour to the annoyance of any subject; 

whereby he heajxid no small revenues to the crowne ; 
enryched the King his treasure ; gaided with securitie 
the Pale ; continued the honour of his house, and puN 
chased envy unto his person.* "His great hospitalitie 
is to this day rather of eche man . commended, than of any 
one followed. He was so religious addicted to the 

* This copy is itiU preaerred among the State Papen. (App. S.) 

t Lodge. 
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serving of God| as wliat tjme soever he travayled to any 
part of the countrej, soak as were of his chapell should 
he sure to accompanie him." Being once informed that 
it was intended by John O'Lurchan, with certain desperat 
▼arlets, to attack him on his way from Dublin to May- 
nooth, he sent one of his servants, named James Grant, 
who resembled him, in his riding dress, with a scarlet 
cloak which he used to wear. Grant, in this attier, rode 
with six of the EaiVs servants attending him on the 
beaten road to Maynooth. Near Lncan the conspirators 
lay in wait, and thiiikiiig it was the Earl, rushed ii])oii 
him; but Grant, amazed, called out that they were mis- 
taketti as the Earl had gone to Maynooth on the other 
ride of the Liffey. The robbers then fled, but were soon 
apprehended and punished by the Earl.* 

He appears to have been much beloved by his friends 
and dependants, and even his ejiemies confessed that he 
improved his property, as in a letter frotn Lord Ossory 
and other Lords of the Council to Cromwell, the Secretary 
of State, dated 2nd Janoary, 1536, it is mentioned tiliat 
the Earl of Eildare was the gretest improver of his 
landis in this land."t The volume called " The Earl of 
Kildare's iiental," dated 1518, and containing the rental 
of his estates, alist of his plate, books, horses, &G., is now 
in the British Museum. For him was made the stone 
table which is at Carton, and on which is inscribed, 
^^Geraldns Comes Kildarie Filins Geraldi, A.D.N. 
MCCGCGXXXIII., riDiea Plet Grom A Bo." His 
portrait by Holbein is also at Carton, and has the fol- 

• HoIui8h«d, lit 106. t State Papen» vol. ii., p. 300. 
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lowing saperseripttOD: ^'G^raldns FOius Geraldi Comes 
Kildarie. iEtatis 43, A. Dni, 1530." 

In order to defend the Pale, this Earl settled soldiers 
on all the marches,* strengthening and garrisoning his 

castles of lialliaDgan, Rhebaii, Kildare, Woodstock, and 
that of the Bridge of Athj^" Kilkea, Castledermot, and 
Carlow. 

He had great inflnence over the natire chiefs, many 

of whom were under tribute to him. In a " Memorial 
for the winning of Leinster,''t it is stated that " the 
Geraldines preaenred the most of them for skurges too the 
Eingis subjectes, at souche tyme as thei wolde be in 
displeasur, for the refraynyng of their appetites, and for 
other oanses." And J, Allen, Master of the Bolls^ wrote, 
in 1537, to Sir Anthony St Ledger, the Lord Deputy, 
and the other Royal Commissioners: — " 1 have byn 
of this opinion or nowe, that Irishmen were more 
confyrmahie to goode ordre then diverse of the King's 
subjects, and kept ther trowethes better, which in the 
Ear! of Kyldare^s tyme was proveid true."t 

The Boyal Commissioners, in their report on the state 
of Irehind in October, 1537,S with reference to the custom 
of exacting coin and livery, state that Gerald, eighth Earl 
of Kildare, quartered 24 Gailoglasses on the County of 
Kildare, and afterwards increased them to 120 spears, • 
but that his son G^erald relieved the county from this 
charge, and assessed it upon the Irish. That the two 
Earls, being Deputies, took no coin from the f ale, except 

* State Papen, toL ii. p. 431. f Ibid., p. 409. t P* ^^1- 

I Ibid., p. 511. 
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in passing through it, for one night and a day, or at most 
two. That Lady Kildare, however, not only required 
coin and liTeiyfor her own hones and attendants, 
but also for those of all her guests, English or Irish, 
particularly when she kept Easter and Cliristmas. That 
the £arl required them for the keeper of his stud, and 
when he had not his Galloglasses at home, he assessed his 
kern and boys on the country. That he also required from 
every ploughland, and from every three cottages, a work- 
man for a week in the year to cast ditches and fastnesses 
on the borders, and an axeman for one, or sometimes 
two days, to cut passages through the forests. And that 
when he hunted his dogs were to be supplied with bread 
and milk or butter. 

The Earl married first Elisabeth, daughter of Sir John 
Zouche, and of Elizabeth, co-heiress of Lord Grey of 
Codnor. She died suddenly at Lucan on the 6th October, 
1517, and was buried in the Abbey of Kilcullen. She 
had one son and four daughters: — 

Thomas, tenth Earl. 

1. Lady Catherine, who married Jenico, Viscount 
Gormanston. 

2. Lady Alice, wlio married her cousin James, Lord 
Slane. 

3. Lady Maiy, who married Brien O'Connor Faly, 

Chief of Offaly. 

4. Lady , who married Ferganainm O'Carroll, 

Chief of £ly O'CarroU. 

The Earl married secondly, in 1519, Lady Elizabeth 

Grey, daughter of Thomas, Marquis of Dorset, son of 
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Elizabeth Woodviile, Queen of Edward IV. During the 
Earrs imprisoDment she was constantly with him. After 
his death she lived at Beanmanoir in Leicestershire, the 
residence of her brother, Lord Leonard Grey. On the 
10th beptemher, 1535, Sir William Brabazon, in a letter 
to Thomas Cromwell, Secretary of State, says: — As I 
am enformed, my Ladie of Eildare hath a hooke of the 
landes latelie th Erie of Kildares. If she have eny suche, 
it were requisite your Maistership had the same, to 
thentent it might be sent hither.^ The book here 
allnded to is probably the ^ Earl of Kildare's Rental.** 
On the IGth July, 1526, the Countess wrote the follow- 
ing letter to the Secretary of State: — 

Please it yoner good Lordschep to be advertysyd, 

that at my commyng to Beaumanour, the 1 1 ihiy of tiiis 
present monthe, I found ther my son, Edward Vyze- 
garet, of the age of eight years, whose biyngers thetber 
be of non acquantans, nor no knowledge to non of myne, 
nor browght word wo sent hym, nor lefte tokyn, nor 
letter, wo he shuld he usyd. Wherefore, I besyche 
youer good Lordshep that I may know the pleasnre of the 
Kynges Heynes, by youer good Lordsheps advjce, wo he 
should be ordyryd; and, if I durst be so bolde, I wolde 
desyer the custody of hym, becawse he is an inasent, to 
se bym browght np In yertu; and, as it please youer 
good Lordshep to send me word, by youer wrytvng, by 
. this berar, howe ye wyl have hym ordyryd ; youer 
pleasor knowen, it sbal be done with all the dylygence 

• State Papen, toI. ii. p. 280. 
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that I may* As knowytii God, wo presenre jou in long 
Ijffe, with great increase in honor. 

** Writtjii at Beaw Manowere, the 16 day of July. 

" Be your Oratrice, 

^* Eltzabbtb Ktldau. 

To ihe hcncraMe Lord, 

My Lord Prevy Scdle this be gyvynJ*^ 

The Countess was permitted to keep her son Edward, 
Her eldest son, Gerald, was sick in Irehind at the 
time of his ^ther^s death, and was under the care of 
his aunt, Lady Eleanor McCarthy, until he was sent to 
France, in 1539. 

StanihuTst relates the following anecdote; 

" This Earle (of OnnouJc),t cue of so noble a disposi- 
tion, as he woulde sooner countenauuce and support his 
pooie well-wilier in his adyersitie, than hee wolde make 
or &wne upon his wealthie friend in prosperitte. Having 
bid, at Luudon, (not long before his death) the ladie 
Gray, Countesse of Kildare, to dinner, it happened that a 
souldier, sumamed Powre, who latelie returned fresh 
from the Emperonr his warres, came to take his repast 
with the Earle before the messenger. When the Erie 
and the Countesse were set, this roysting mtterkin wholie 
then standing on the soldado hoigh, placed himself right 
over at::;ainst the Ccuutess of Kildare, hard at the Earle 
ot Omiond his elbow, as though he were haile fellow well 
met. The noble man, appalled at the impudent sanci* 
nesse of the malapert souldiour, (who, notwithstanding, 

* State Ptopers, vol. ii., p. 844. 

f Janei^ ninth Barl, who died in 1646. 
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might be borne withall, by cause an unbidden gbest 
knoweth not where to set), besought him courteously to 
give place. The Darle, when the other aroee, taking 
uppon him the office of a gentleman usher, placed in Powre 
his seate his cousine Edward Fitzgiralde, now Lieutenant 
of hir Majesties Fenoioners, who, at that time, being a 
yonng stripling, attended npon his mother, theconntesse, 
and so, in ordtr, he set every gentleman in his degree, to 
the number of fifteene or sixteene; and last of all the 
Gompanie he licenced Power if he woulde to sit at the 
lower ende of the table, where hee had scantlie elbow 
rowme. The Countesse of Kildare, perceiving the noble 
man greatUe to stomacke the sooldioorhispiesamptaoaa 
boldnesse, nipt him at the elbow, and whispering soMie, 
besought his lordship not to take the matter so hot, by- 
cause the gentleman (she meant Power) knewe that the 
house of Kildare was of late attainted, and that hir 
children were not in this their calamitie in snehewiseto 
be regarded. * No, ladie,' quuth the Earle, with a loud 
Toyce, and the teares trickling down^ his leeres, * saye 
not so, I trust to see the daye, when my yonng consin 
Edwarde and the remnant of your children (as little 
reckoning as hee maketh of them) shall disdaine the 
companie of anie such skipjacke.' Which prophecie 
fell ont as tmlie as he foretold it, onlye saving that 
it stoode with God his pleasure to call him to his raercie 
before he could see that daye, after which, doubtlesse, 
he longed and looked, I meane the restitution of the 
house cf Kildare.** 

Stanihurst also says: " This noble man was so well 
afifected to his wife, the Ladie Gray, as he woulde not> at 

• HoliiuM,iiLlt4» 
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any time, buy a sate of ai parell for himselfe, but hee 
would sute her with the same stuQe. Whicbe gentle- 
nesse she recompenced with equal kindnesse; for, after 
that he deceassed in the Tower, she did not only, ever 
after, live as a cliast and honourable Widue, but also 
nightly, before shee went to bed, she would resort to his 
picture, and there, with a solemn congee, she would bid 
her lorde good night. Whereby may bee gathered with 
howe great love shee affected his person that had in such 
price his bare picture."* 

By his marriage with Lady £. Grey, the Earl had 
two sons and three daughters :— 

1. Gerald, eleventh Earl. 

2. Edward, &ther of Gerald, fourteenth Earl. 

1. Lady Margaret, bom deaf and dumb, and died 

unmarried. 

2. Lady Elizabeth, called from her beauty, " the Jfair 
Geraldine." She was bom in Ireland about the year 
1528, and was still an in&nt when she was taken to 
England. She was educated at Ilunsdou, the seat of the 
Lady (afterwards Queen) Mary, and, about 1542, was 
appointed one of her maids of honour. About the time 
blie was thirteen she was seen by Henry, Earl of Surrey, 
who appears to have been struck with her beauty, and 
wrote the following sonnet on her : — 

DBSCUIPTIOH kSTD PfiAISB OF 6EBAL0IHB. 

** From Tuseane came my lady's worthy race ; 

Fair Florence was sometime her ancient scat. 
The western isle, whose ]>lo:isant shore doth face 
Wild Camber's difis, did giro her lively heat. 

« Holmahed, iii. 106. 

♦ 
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Fosteradihe vw withnilkof Iridi Iraat; 

HerneiaSail; hsr dnieof PrinMe^ Uood. 
Frain tender jetn in Britain doth she rest, 

Kingee eliild; whan di« tMteth oaeHy ibod. 

Honsdon did first present her to mine eyen ; 

Bright is her hue and Oeraldine she hight. 
Hampton me taught to wish her first for mine» 

And Windsor, alas I doth chase me from her sight. 
Her beauty of kind ; her virtues from above; 
Happy is he that can attain her love." 

It is said that Lord Surrey, at a tournament at 
Floiencei defied all the world to prodaoe sach beauty as 
hen, and was yictorioiis. He is also said to ba^e 

visited, at that time, Cornelius Agrippa, the celebrated 
alchymist, who revealed to him, in a magic mirror, the 
£)rm of the fiiir GeraidiDe lying on a conch, reading 
one of his sonnets by the light of a taper. This incident 
has heen introduced by bir W. Scott in his * Lay of the 
Last Minstrel' : — 

"'Twos All souls' Eve, and Surrey's heart beat high; 

lie Luurd liie midnight bell wiiii anxiuu^ st^, 
IHuoh told the mystic hour approaching nigh, 

Whea -wisB Ooineliiii pvooused, by his art, 

To show to 1dm flis kdy of his besit; 
AUmty betwixt tbem nNurod fhe ooesn grim; 

Yet so die sage bad bigbt to play bis part, 
That he should see her form in life and limb, 
And sBarin, if atUl she loved, and stiU she thought of him. 

Dark was the vaulted room of Gramaryc, 

To which the wizard led the gallant knight, 
Save that before a mirror large and high, 

A hallow' d taper shed a glimmering light 

On mystic implements of magic might ; 
On crous, and character, and talisman, 

And almagest, and altar, nothing bright ; 
For ftCM was the lustre, pale and wan. 
As watebligbt by the bed of lome departing man. 
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Bat BOOH, withm fhat minor, hngo and high, 

Win aeon a aelf-emitted light to g^eam, 
And fornu upon its breast the E irl 'gan spy. 

Cloudy and indiatinot, as feverish dream; 

Till slowly arranging, and dofinod, they aaam 
To form a lordly and a lofty room, 

Part lighted by a lamp with <^jlrci beam, 
Placed by a couch of Agra's silken ioura, 
And part by moonahine pale, and part was hid in gloom. 

Mr was the pageant — ^but how passing fiur 

The slender fbnn, which lay on ootich of lod ! 
0*er her white hoaom otray'd her hani hair, 

Pale her dear cheek, aa if finr bve she pined; 

All in her night-robe hioae she lay redUned, 
And, pensive, read from tablet ehofiiine^ 

Some strain that oeem'd her inmost soul to find * 
That favour'd strain was Surrey's raptured lino, 
That fair and lorely form, the I^y Geraldine. 

Slow roll'd the clouds upon the lovely form, 

And swept the goodly vision all away— 
So royal envy roll'd the murky storm 

0*er my beloYod master's glorious day. 

Then jealous, mthlosB tyrant. Heaven repay 
On thee, and on thy children*a latest line^ 

The wild eaprioe of thy deapotie away, 
The gory bridal-bed, the plundered ahi^iei 
The mnrdered Suney'a blood— the teaia of OeiaUliier 

In 1543, she married Sir Antlumy Brown, K.G., who 
was then sixty years of age. lie was father, by his first 
marriage with Alice, daughter of Sir John Gage, K.Gr., 
of Mabel, wife of Gerald the eleventh Earl. After his 
death, which happened in 1548, she became the third 
wife of Edward, first Earl of Lincoln, who died without 
iasue by her, in Jannaiy, 1588. The adminbtration of 
his will was granted to her as his executrix. She 
erected a monumeat to hia memory in St. George's 
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Ohftpel, at Windsor, on which he lies in armonr with 
his lady by him. 

3. Lady Cecily. On the 5th July, 1544, the King, ' 
in a letter to Sir A. St Leger, the Lord Deputy^ wrote : 

" And whereas the Lady Sycile, daughter of the late 
Earl of Eildare, hath certain plate in her hands, late 
belonging to her said father; we are contented and 
pleased that she shall enjoy the same to her nse, as of 
our free gift" , 

THOMAS, TENTH EAKL. 

Thomas, tenth Earl of Kildare, was born in England 
in 1513, the same year that his grandfather died. In 
February, L534, his father, having been summoned to 
appear before the King in England, and having been 
directed to appoint, as Vice-Deputy, some person for whom 
he would be responsible, nominated his son Thomas, 
Lord Offaly," then twenty years of age, to that office. He 
advised him to be ruled by the counsel of Sir James 
Fitz Gerald, his uncle, Sir Thomas Eustace, his cousin, 
Sir Walter Ddahide, and his wife, Lady Janet Eustace,^ 
aunt to the Earl, and James, son of Sir Walter.t The 
young man was brave, open, and generous, but wilful 
and wanting in discretion. Soon after his appointmenti 
he gave a banquet to the Lords of the Council and 
Chief Officers of State. The conversation having turned 
upon heraldry, John Allen, Master of the Bolls, said to 

* Lady Ddahido was aunt to Thomai Suitaoc^ and nofhw to 
James, John, and Edward Delohide. 
t Stiito P»p«n, VOL ii. p. 1S8. 

K 
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Lord Ofialy: "My Lorde, your house gWeth the 

marmoset, whose propertie is to eate his own tayle/ 
alluding to the Fitz Gerald supporters. The Deputy 
replied that ^^he had been fedde by his tayle, and 
should take care that his tayle did not eate him.** 
Another day he kept the Council, then assembled at 
Drogheda, waiting some hours, win n John Allen, Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, exclaimed : " My Lords, is it not a 
prettie matter that all wee should stay thus long for a 
boy ? The Deputy, who was at the time coming up 
stairs, overheard this, and as soon as he entered the room, 
said: " My Lordes, I am heartily sony that you stayed 
thus long for a boy."t This put the Archbishop out of 
countenance. Both the Aliens, who were enemies of the 
Greraldines, were much irritated by these taunts. 

Soon after the Earl arrived in London, he was com* 
mitted to the Tower. Eobert Reilly, who remained 
with him till May, when he entered the service of Lord 
Offiily, haTing, in 1536, surrendered himself to the 
government as prisoner, said in his examination, that 
in Jujir an Irishman of Kikullen, who was on business 
in London, came to Lord Offaly with a recommendation 
from the Earl, and delivered to htm a little heart of silver, 
gilt, and a pair of black dice, and said to him in Irish, 
" that he should play the gentlest part, and not trust to 
the King's Council there, for, if he did, he should be 
brought perforce into England, and there should lose his 
life ; and that he should keep himself out of the way as 
much as he might.'*! • He also informed his friends, that 

♦ Cox, i. 237. t Holinshed. | State Papers, vol. ii. p. 228. 
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he perceived that it was intended to remove him from 
the government 

In the beginning of June, 1534, a rumour was spread 
that " the Earle was to be beheaded, and that Lord 
Offiilj and his ancles were to he apprehended.'' Stani* 
hnrst relates that this report was further confirmed by 
Thomas Cannon, and other servants of Sir W. Skeffington, 
who wrote, as it were, secret letters to their friends, 
informing them " howe the Earl of Eildare was already 
cut shorter, as his issue presently should hee.** One of 
these letters fell into the hands of a priest, who threw it 
among other papers, meaning to peruse it at lebure. 
That night, a gentleman, a retainer of Lord Offoly, 
lodged with the priest, and " sought in the morning, 
when he rose, for some paper to draw on his strayte 
Stockings, and as the divell would, he hit upon the 
letter, hare it away in the heele of his stocke." At night 
he found the paper, and on reading it, saw that it an- 
nounced the Earl's death. He immediately mounted his 
horse, and took the letter to James Delahide, one of 
Lord Offiily's principal counsellors, who showed it to 
Lord Ofifaly, and, without further inquiry, advised him 
to lehel openly against the King, as the only meaus of 
avenging his fitther and saving himself Lord Offiily 
being " rash and headlong, and assuryng himsclfe tliat 
the knot of all Irelande was twisted under his girdle," 
consulted O'Neill, O'Connor, and other friends of his 
fiither, who confirmed what Delahide had said, and in 
order that he might prosecute the war, delivered to him 
his father's manors, castles, garrisons, goodes, and 
substances," of which they had charge, together with a 
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large amount of the Kinjir's ordnance and artillery, that 
were in the castles. Their advice was, however, opposed 
bj his ikther^s oldest and best Mends, Thomas, twelfth 
Earl of Desmond,* Sir Thomas Enstace, afterwards created 
Viscount Baltinglass, Edmnnd Lord Kerry, James Lord 
Slane, the Lord Chancellor Cromer, and others, who, with 
earnest entreaties, endeavonred to dissnade him from 
his mad enterprise. He was, however, not to be turned 
from his purpose. On St. Barnabas' day, Xith June, 1534, 
he rode through the city, attended by a guard of 140 
horsemen in coats of mail, with silken fringes on their 
helmets, on which account he became generally known 
as " Silken Thomas," and passing through Dame's Gate, 
crossed the river at the ford, and rode to St Mary's 
Abbey, where he had summoned the Conneil to meet. 
As soon as he was seated at the head of the Council table, 
his followers rushed in completely armed, to the amaze- 
ment of those Councillors who were not aware of his 
intention. Having commanded silence, he spoke thus : 
" Howsoever injuriously wee be handled, and forced 
to defend ourselves in armes, when neither our service 
nor our good meaning towardes our Prince's crowne 
uvayleth, yet say not hereafter, but that in this open 
hostilitie which we here professe, and proclayme, we have 
showed ourselves no villayns, nor churles, but warriours 
and gentlemen. The sworde of estate is yours, un l not 
mine. I received it with an othe, and have use<l it to 
your benefite. I should desteyne mine honour, if I turned 
the same to your annoyance. Nowe have I neede of mine 

* He was hnilM&cl of Catherine Fits Gerald, the "old CSoiinteia 
of Deanoad." 
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owne sword, which 1 dare trust. As for the common 
sword, it ^ttereth me with a painted scabberde, but hath 
indeed a pestilent edge, alieadj bathed in the Giraldines 
blond, and now is newljr whetted in hope of a further 
destruction. Therefore, save yourselves from us as from 
open enemies. I am none of Henrie his Deputie, I am his 
fo« I have more mind to conquer than to goveme ; to 
meete him in the field, than to serve him in office. If all 
the hearts of England and Ireland, that have cause 
thereto, would joine in this quarrel (as I hope they wil), 
then should he soone abj (as I trust he shall) for his 
crueltie and tyranny, for which the a<re to come may 
lawfully score him up among the auncient tyrants of 
naost abhominable and hateful memorie."* 

He then wished to surrender the sword of state to 
the Chancellor, but he, a learned and mild Prelate, 
and a weU-wisher of the Geialdines, besought him, in a 
long speech and with tears in his eyes, not to commit 
so rash and so wicked an act. As he concluded, some 
of the horsemen, who did not understand English, were 
sormising what he had said, when Nelan, an Irish bard, 
commenced to recite in Irish a heroic poem in honor of 
" Silken Thomas," and ended by telling him that " hee 
lingred there over long.'' Boused by this. Lord Ofialy, 
taming to the Chancellor said : ^ My Lord Ghauncellour, 
I came not hither to take advice what I shoulde doe but 
to give you to understands what I mind to doc. It is easie 
for the sounde to counsaile the sicke; but if the sore had 
smarted you as much as it festereth me, you would bee 

« Holiiiah«d| iiL 91. 
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percase as impatient as I am. As yon wonlde wbhe me 

to honor my Prince, so dutie willeth mee to reverence 
my father. Wherefore, he that will, wyth sach tyrannie, 
execute mine innocent parent, and withal threaten my 
destruction, T may not, nor will not, hold him for my 
King. And yet, in truth, he never yet was our King, 
but our Lord, as his progenitours haire been before him. 
But if it bee my hap to miscarrie, as you seeme to prognos- 
ticate, catche that catche maye ; I will take the market 
as it ryseth, and will choose rather to die with valiant- 
nesse and libertie, than to live under King Henrie in 
bondage and yillanie.'^ At ^ese words he threw down 
the sword and rushed out, accompanied by his ioliowers. 
The Council sent, without delay, to the Mayor, ordering 
him to arrest Lord Offaly and his confederates, if possi* 
ble J but the city had so suflfered from the plague that 
he had not sufficient force to do so. 

Lord OSbIj then rejoined his forces, which were sta- 
tioned on Oxmantown Green ; while Anshbishop Allen 
and Chief Buruu Finglas took refiige in the Castle, of 
which John White, atiterwards knighted for his services 
on this occasion, was constable. Lord Ofialy then 
declared all goods and chattels, belonging to the King's 
subjects, forfeited, and announced his intention to exile 
or put to death all in Ireland who had been bom in 
Bngland. Foreseeing that the greatest obstade to his 
success ^vould be the opposition of the Earl of Ossory, 
he sent messengers to his cousin and friend, Lord But- 
kr, son of the Earl, offering to divide the kingdom with 

* Holinshcd. 
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hira if he would join him, but Butler indignantly refused. 
Lord Offaly, however, induced many nobles and chiefs 
to swear fidelity to him, and sent sacb as refused pri- 
soners to the Castle of Maynooth. He then collected the 
Irish Septs of the Pale, in order to carry on the siege of the 
Castle of Dublin; from which, in the meanwhile, Finglas 
wrote to Cromwell, the Secietaiy of State, urging him 
to send succours without delay.* Lord Oflfaly, having 
assembled bis forces, sent messengers to the citizens of 
Dublin, proposing to spare the city if they would allow 
him to enter and lay siege to the Castle. They com- 
muiiicated this message to the Governor, who agreed to 
the terms, on condition that tbej should first provide him 
with provisions and men to strengthen his garrison. 
Borne of the members of the Government, who were 
most obnoxious to the rebels, having sought refuge in 
£ngland. Archbishop Allen, who was in the Castle, 
wished to fellow thdr example. He consulted Bartho- 
lomew Fitzgerald, who, though a Geraldine, was his 
most contidential servant, on the means of escape. This 
man undertook to be his guide, until he was beyond the 
bar at the mouth of the river, and provided a small 
vessel, in which the Archbishop embarked near Dames 
Gate, on the evening of the 27th of July. The wind, 
however, being contraiy, the vessel ran aground on the 
sands near Clontarf, and the Archbishop and his followers 
landed and took refuge in the house of a Mr. Uothe at 
Artaine, a neighbouring village, intending to remain 
concealed until the wind should be favourable. He had, 
however, been but six hours there, when Lord Oflaly 

* State Papen^ vol. ii. p. 300. 
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haying been informed of his flight and letreati ordered 
him to be kept in custody. 

Accompanied by James Delahide, his uncles, Sir James 
and Oliver Fitz Gerald, and about forty of his adherents. 
Lord Offiily went early on the morning of the 28th July 
to Artiiiiio, and having placed his men round the house, 
he ordered " two yeomen of Dublin,'' John Teeling and 
Nicholas Wafer, to bring out the Archbishop* They 
entered the honse, and, dragging him out of bed, 
brought him in liis sliirt to Lord Offaly/ As soon 
as the Archbishop saw him he fell on his knees, and 
*^ besought him not to remember former iiguries, but to 
consider his present calamity, and whatever malice he 
nii^ht bear to his person, to respect his calling." Loid 
0£yy, struck with compassion, though still enraged, 
turned his horse, saying, " beir naim an bodach,'* take 
the churl away from me," meaning, as he afterwards de- 
clared, that the Archbishop should be taken away a pri- 
soner. But his followers, mistaking his words, dashed out 
his brains.* Stanihnrst says, the place is ever since 
hedged and embayed on every side, overgrowen and un- 
frequented for detestation of this fact." Robert Reilly, 
who was present, does not say in his confession whether 
Lord Offaly actually ordered the murder or not; but on the 
same day be sent him (Reilly) to Maynooth, with a casket 
which he had taken from the ArchbL8hop.t However, 
the Prior of Kilmainham, Sir J. Bawson, wrote to the 
King on the 7th August: — "The Archebushopof Dublyn, 
being iu shyppe, to departe towardes Ingland, Tohmas, 

* Holinahed. f State Papen, vol. it. p. 20t. 
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son to the Erie of Kylldare, causyd hjm to be tdryn 
and browght before bjm, and tbere, in bjs sygbt, by hys 
commaundement, was cruelly and shamefnllj muideiyd, 
and other dyvers of hys chapelayns and servantes that 

wer in hys cuiiip;ine."* 

After this murder, Lord OSkly and his followers pro- 
ceeded to Howth, where they seized on Lord Howth, 
and on their return apprehended Chief Justice Lnttrdl, 
and detained them prisoners. 

In July there came to Lord Offaly from the Earl his 
father. Dr. Hickey, Edmund Nele, Catherine Fitz Gerald, 
and Rose Eustace.f The latter had been an attendant 
of Lady Kildare, and they were all probably retainers 
whom the Earl was obliged to dismiss. 

In the meanwhile the citissens of Dublin having sent 
provisions Ijj night into the Castle, informed Lord 
Offaly that they would admit his troops. He accord- 
ingly, on the 27th July, sent 100 men under James 
Field, of Lusk, Nicholas Wafer, Tohn Teling, Edward 
Boukes, Brode, and Purcell (the three latter pirates 
who infested the coast^), who acted as his captains, to 
inyest the Castle. They planted two or three ^ &lcons," 
and entrenched themselves so strongly as to be protected 
from the ordnance of the Castle. They also informed 
the Constable, that if he fired they would place the 
youth of the city on the top of their earthenworks. 

Lord Ofialy then sent his chaplain, Cahir M'Kanell, 
or Charles Beynolds, Archdeacon of Kells, to the Pope, 
Paul IIL, craTing absolution for the sacrilege ; and 
Dominick Power, with presents, consisting of twelve 

• State ngen, toI. ii. p. 201. t lUd. p. 32S. 
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great hawkes, and fourteen fair bobbies,** to tbe Emperor 
Charles V., to ask for aid for the conquest of Ireland. 

In the beginning of August^ 1534, the £arl of 
Ossoij having assembled all his forces, invaded Car- 
low and Kildare, and carried off a great number of 
cattle. In revenge for this Lord Offaly, O'Neill, 
O'Connor Faly, O'Mooie, James and John Deiahide, 
Edward Fitz Gerald,* Sir Richard Walsh, <^ Parson of 
Loughswedy,"t Joiin Burnell,^ of Balgriffen, and their 
adherents, laid siege to the Castle of Tallow, which they 
took after five days. They then invaded Kilkenny, with 
banners displayed, and plundered the lands of the Earl 
of Ossory, and encamped in an island in the Elver 
Barrow, near Thomastown. After some skirmishing, 
^ the traletor Thomas sent to th Erie of Ossorie, how 
that yf he wold withdraw his dutie from the King, he 
wold departe, and devyde all Irlande with him, and 
accept him as his father, offering to make particion of 
his own enheritaunce with him. Whereunto he aun- 
swerid, that yf his cuntrey had bene wastid, his castels 
wonne, or prostrate, and himself exiled, yet wold he 
never shrynke to persevere in his dnetie to the King, 
to the dethe."§ On the next night. Lord Ossory 
intended to surprise them, but was himself entrapped. 
As Lord Butler advanced with a portion of their forces, 
towards the enemy, he was on a sudden attacked by a 
strong body of cavalry, his men overpowered and 

« Son of Sir John Fitz Gerald. 

f Now Ballymoro Looghsewdy, in Wcstmeath. 

t Half brother to Edward Fitz Qenld. 

§ Stftte Papers, vol. ii. p. 260. 
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dispersed, and being himself badly wounded by O'More's 
son, whom he also wounded, rode from the field to 
Dmunoie, near KUkennyt where he remained till his 
wounds were healed.* The next day Lord Offidy, 
being informed that, owing to an alleged infraction of 
faith on the part of his forces, the citizens of Dublin 
had withdrawn their permission to besiege the Castle, 
and had closed their gates, and taken prisoners all his 
adherents that were within the walls, oflfered to make a 
truce, which being accepted by Lord Ossoiy, who had 
to defend Tipperary against the Earl of Desmond, he 
marched on Dublin. On his way he seized a nmnbcr 
of the children of the citizens, who had been sent away 
on account of the phigne. When in September, he 
approached Dublin, he sent Dr. Traver8,t Peter Lynch 
of the Knock, and Oliver Grace, to demand the restora- 
tion of lus men, and on their reftisal to deliver them to 
him, he tramt some vessels and endeavoured to stop the 
'springs that supplied the town with water. 

He then made an assault upon the Castle from Ship, 
street^ but was repulsed, the Constable having set fire 
to the thatehed houses on each side of the street On 
the next day he assembled the rebel forces at Thomas 
Court, and having cut through the partitions between 
the houses on each side of Thomas-street, so as to 
form covered galleries, they advanced through them, 
protected from shot, to the Kew Gate, which they 
endeavoured to bum. There were, liowever, in the 
rebel army many inhabitants of the Pale, who had been 
compelled against their will to join it. The citizens 

* Gute'B of OmunidD. f Chanoellor of St Fhtriek's. 
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soon discovered this, as many of the arrows that were 
shot over the walls were headless, and some even 
conveyed letters^ giving infi)rmatioa of the besiegers' 
designs. Encouraged by this and by the news of the 
approach uf succours from England, they made a brave 
sally, drove back the assailants, took a piece of artillery, 
slew one hundred galloglasses, and oompeUed Lord 
Offaly to conceal himself in the Abbey of Grey Friars, 
in Francis.strcet, whence he stole out at night and 
reached his quarters.* 

On recei?ing intelligence of this rebellion, the £jng 
ordered a force to be sent to suppress it, and appointed 
Sir William Skeffington Lord Deputy. On the dth of 
October the Master of the EoUs wrote to Cromwell that 
^'avS yit the Deputie is in Bewmares" with his troops, 
though the wind had been fair for twenty days, and that 
the horses had been on board twelve days, and implores 
that aid may be at once sent to Dublin, ^ for the los of 
that citie, and the castel, were a plajme subversion of 
the lande. Also the rebell, which chieflie trusteth in 
his ordinaunce, which he hath of the Kinges, hath in 
efifecte consumed all his shoote ; and ezceptehe wynneth 

the castell of Diiblyn. is destitute of sliuote, which is 
a great cumforte and advantage for the Kinges anuy."t 
Lord Offidy, discouraged by the last failure, and 
hearing of the approach of the English fleet, and having 
received no succour from the Emperor, sent his cousin 
James Delahide, Peter Lynch of the Knock, William 
Bathe of DoUardstown, who had been Vioe-Tieasurer in 
1533, Dr. Travers, Chancellor of St. Patrick^s, and 

# Hblinabed. f Papeii, toL iL p. 203. 
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Thomas Field of Painstown, to treat with the citizens 

for a truce, wiiich was agreed to for six weeks, on the 
following terms: Ist^ That Lord Ofialj's imprisoned 
soldiers should he released, in exchange for the chUdren 
of the citizens. 2nd, That the citizens should inter- 
cede for the pardon of himself and his followers. The 
siege having heen nused on the 14th Octoher, he then 
ordered his amij to march to Howth, while he went to 
Maynooth to place the castle in a state of defence. 

He was at that time in possession of the castks of 
Majnooth, Pordester, Bathangan, Lea, Athj, Eilkea, 
Castledermot, and Oarlow, all stronglj fortified and 
garrisoned. He had maimed and armed several vessels, 
which he had placed under the command of Eklward 
Konkes, Brode^ PnrceU, and Captain James Field. His 
chief allies were his cousin. Con Bacagh O'Neill, of 
Tyrone, his brother-in-law, O'Connor Faly, 0*More, 
O'Byme, M^Murrough, O'Brien of Thomond, and most 
of the gentlemen of Eildare. But at that time the Earl 
of Ossory was on the borders of Kildare with a large 
force, and accompanied hj a brother of O'Connor and a 
son* of O'Brien. 

Hearing that a division of the English army, under 
one of the Musgraves, had landed at Howth, and was 
marching on Dublin, Lord Ofiicdj, with 200 horse, met 
it at Clontarf, and in a skirmish that ensaed, defeated 
it, and sent all who were not killed prisoners to May- 
nooth. Among the slain was Musgrave, a cousin of 
Lord OffiUj, who^ himself wounded in the forehead, 
deeply lamented his death.f He tlien went on to 

• Do&ongh, too-iii-iaw to the Earl of Onoiy. f HoUnih^d. 
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lluwth to oppose the landing uf tlie rciuaiiider of the 
English troops* la the meanwhile IU)ukes had been 
flcoarittg the coasts, and had taken several transports, 
and among them one laden with fine geldings, which he 
sent to Lord Offalj, but was unable to prevent the 
arrival of the fleet under Sir William Brereton. 

Sir William Skeffington, the Lord Deputy, who was 
much reduced in energy by age and sickaess, was 
detained by ill-health at Beaumaris in Wales for several 
weeks, and when he sailed on the 14th October, the 
weather had broken, and the fleet was driven by a storm 
to Larabaj Island, under which it lay for shelter. It 
being reported next morning that Dublin had fallen, the 
Deputy held a Council, in which it was resolved that he 
should sail for Waterford, while a portion of the fleet, 
under Sir William Brereton and John Salisbury, should 
endeavour to enter Dublin Harbour* These lauded there 
on the 17th, to the great joy of the citizens. Lord 
Offaly, as souu as he heard that succours had arrived, 
broke the truce, by burning the com of the Prior 
of Kilmainham, and then retreated to Maynooth. In 
the meantime the Deputy being detained at Lambay 
for a week, by contrary winds, " the pirate Erode* 
appeared cruizing o£f the island, but was chased by two 
of the Deputy's vessels into Drogheda, where he ran his 
vessel aground and escaped to land ; but, by the order 
of the Deputy, he and nine of his mariners were taken 
by the inhabitants and imprisoned. On hearing of this 
Lord Offaly threatened to take the town unless they 
were liberated ; but Brereton and Salisbury marching 
there with their forces, and proclaiming him a traitor at 
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the high cross, on market day, he was unable to do so.* 
He, therefore, joined O'More, O'Connor Faly, O'Byrne, 
and M^Murroagh, who occupied his castles of Garlow, 
Castledermot, EiDtea, and Athy.f 

Among " ordinances for the government of Ireland,** 
issued at that time^ are the following : Item, that the 
pretended Ijbertie of Eyidaro shal cesse from hensfoiih, 
and that the inhabitants of tlic cuuiitie of Kyldarc obey 
the Kynges lawes before the Kynge's justices. Item, th 
£rle of Kildare's londes to be oessed with men of wane, 
and other charges, as other lords and gentlemens landes 
be in the same shires where his ben."t 

This liberty had been created when Thomas, second 
£arl of Eildare received a grant of the office of Sheriff 
for himself and his heirs male from Edward II. in 1317. 

In September, the Earl of Ossory invaded and ravaged 
Carlow and Eildare, and having taken the Castle of 
Eilkea, made an appointment in November with Sir 
W. Skeffiii^tou, tu lueet him there with his forces, in 
order to carry on the war in the heart of the enemy's 
countiy. The Deputy, however, &iled to do so, being 
ill in Dublin. Ossory then took Athy, and soon after 
succeeded in detaching M'Murrough from the rebel force. 
He then marched into Tipperary.S In November, the 
weather being stormy and wet, the Deputy determined 
not to take active measures until Spring. 

In that month (November 1534) Sir Thomas Eustace 
and forty gentlemen of his kin subnutted themselves to 
Lord Ossory, and gave hostages for their future loyalty. 

♦ state Papcn«, toI. ii., p. 206. t P- 251' 

X Ibid. p. 210. S Ibid. p. 251. 
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Eustace, who was ncpliew to the late Lord Pordester, 

distinguished himself by the active part taken by him 
from that time against Ms cousin Lord Offaly, and was, 
as a xewaid, created^ in 1541, Lord Kilcallen. The 
patent, however, had been prepared in September, 
1535.* He was, in 1542, advanced to the Yiscountcy 
of Baitinglass. 

Lord Offaly, encouraged by the inactiTity of his ene- 
mies, approached Dublin, at the head of a body of horse. 
Being met, however, near Trim, by Sir W. Brereton, a 
skirmish ensned, in which from 140 to 160 of his men 
were slain, and 100 horses taken. On the Ist of Decemher, 
Kiklare was taken by the Lord Deputy and Brereton, but 
was retaken by Lord OfOily six days ailer. He then 
went to Trim, which he retook by assault in two hoiirs.t 

About that time was issued the sentence of excommu- 
nication against Lord Oflfaly and others, who were 
concerned in the murder of the Archbishop of Dublin 
(Appendix III). The copy of this document, stall pre- 
served among the State Papers, is addressed ^' To Mr. 
Lyveutennaunt at tht Eynges Tower of London," and 
is supposed to have been transmitted to him for the 
purpose of being shown to the Earl of Eildare, who, in 
consequence, died broken-hearted on the 12th Decem- 
ber, 1534^ and his son Thomas succeeded as tenth £arl 
of Xildare ; though he does not appear to have assumed 
the title, nor is it alluded to, except in the English 
Act of Attainder, 28 Henry VIII. c. 18. 

Towards the end of December, 1524, the Master of 
the Rolls informed Cromwell, Secretary of State, that all 

* State Papon, vol. i. p. 445. f Ibid. vol. ii. p. 220. 
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the couatry round Dubliu was plundered hy the **trM- 
detour that unless he was vigorously op[x>5ed, he 
woald burn all the towns in Kildare and Meath ; that he 
was accompanied by 100 horsemen and 300 gallo^asses, 
with about ten muskets, but no artillery ; that he 
boasted that he expected an army from Spain ; that he 
had sent the Official of Meath with much of his fitther^s 
treasures to embark at Sligo in a Spanish vessel for Spain, 
and thence to go to Eome, taking with him "diverse 
oold mnnTmenta and presidents, which shoold proTe that 
the Kuige holde this land of the See of Rome and that 
Edward Fitz Gerald, " after James DelaLiJe, thu chief 
capitajrne in this traterie," had been taken prisoner, and 
he recommended that he and Brode should be executed 
as well as Roukes, who had been taken, as he was landing 
at Wexfurd, with his ship and ordnance, " whereof part 
was the Kinges own f he continued, that the Deputy 
was old and sick, and not able to prosecate tbe war 
with vigour, and he hoped that the Commons of Eng. 
land will grant £100,000 '^for subduing of this fals 
traitor.*** 

According to the wish of the Earl, a troce was agreed 

on, between him and the Deputy, to last from the 19th 
December to the 7 th January ; but daring that time 
£dward Fitz Grerald, his cousin, and one of his captains^ 
was taken and imprisoned in Dublin Castle. 

In January, 1535, the English forces, under Brereton, 
Salisbury, Dacres, Musgrave, and Aylmer, marched into 
Kildaie. The Earl, with O'Moie and Cahir O'Connor, 
feigned an attack on them, but did not abide batde. 

* StAte Papen, vol. iL p. 223. 
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The English forces then marched to Maynooth and 
burnt the town, but after a skirmish, in which thirteen 
of the rebels were slain, they retreated with small loss^ 
having burnt five or six villages. 

On the 15th February, Sir William Brabazon, Trea- 
surer of War of Ireland, wrote to Cromwell, that the 
Deputy had been ^'verie sore sicke," but was then 
better, and intended " to ley seege to ^lynouth" on the 
second Tuesday in Lent : that though the captains, who 
had been sent into Kildare, were doing their duty 
well, *Hhe traytour, with a small ciimpany, dailie doeth 
much harme in burnyng and robbyng and that as 
O'Connor and O'Keilly had withdrawn from him, he 
had only some kerne and a few horsemen;* and on 
the 16th the Master of the Eolls int'ormed Cromwell 
that there was a lack of money and weapons in the 
royal army; that ''this terme Broode, the traditonrs 
admirall, with certen of his felaws, and oon Furoell, 
which stale the ship ought of the Tarayse, and was 
now a gret capitaiue under this traditour, wer 
arrayned in the Kinges Benehe, and attainte of high 
treason, and adjudged to be hange, drawn, and quar- 
tered, and had execution accordinglie.f But at leisure 
tiier must be some of the gret cobbes served likewise^ 
and the Ring to have ther landes, as, God willing, he 
shall have the Eii uf Kildares in possession, or somer 
passe. We have in warde in the Castell of Dubiju 

* State P^pen, ^ol. !i. p. 324. 

t Br. TniTen, who had beon left as a hostage witih the dtisana 
of Dublin, was by theaa delivered to the Dt puty, and waanecated 
with Boukee at the gallowa on Ozmantown Green. — HouviHsa. 
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Dam Jenet Eustace, Sir Walter de la Hides wif, which 
was th Erie of Kildares annt^ asd most of secretes 
with bim; and by all probable oonjectur, she was the 
chief counsailoiir and stirrer of this inordinate rebel- 
lion. She is the traditours foster moder ; and by the 
Delabides, her, her 2 sonnes, James and John, Thomas 
Ewstace, which is her nephew, the same was begonne, 
and hitherto is majntejned and upholden; and the 
tjme that this army scomfited the traditour, and had 
him in chase, for his soconr he fled, with him self and a 
boy, to her, into Del abides castle of Balyna, and tber 
was rescued. Also we have in warde in the said Castell 
Boose Ewstace, which waited on .my Ladte of £ildar, 
imtill th Erie of Eildare was committed to the Towre; 
and aftei*, a.s ye know, with the said Erles dongbter, 
privailie stale hither, and put this mater forwarde. Also 
we have in warde, likewise, Hhe Sedd Bath, that fals 
traditour.*** He also informed him that " John Teling, 
which toke my Lorde of Dublyn, and brought hiin to the 
place wher he was killed, is dead in Maynooth; and before 
he died he was stricken with most fowle leprie;** ^'and 
Waffer,t bis other compan yon, is stricken with the French 
pockes and the ftillen evell."t 

On the 12th March, James Boys, or Boyce, who had 
been Governor of Maynooth Castle, nnder the Earl, wrote 
the following letter to Cromwell :§ — 

Aftir moste humble reoommendacion. It may pleas 
yonr honorable Mastership to be advertiside, that the 8th 
day of Marche last past, I recevid your honorable letter, 

* William Bathe of Dollaidatown. f '^^et also died at ICaynootfa. 
t State Pftpexa» yd. li. p. 226. { Ibid., p. 231. 
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dated at London, the IGth day of Janoaiy next preced- 
ing, whereby I perceye the Kinges Graces pleasure is 

that I shuld not onely delyver unto the Countas of Kil- 
dare, or to Thomas Houthe, hir attorney, ail such hir 
appaiyll and rayment, as remayned in my cnstodie, but 
also to have certified His Highness and his ooonsaiU 
what other goods and catels I had in mj kepinjr, that 
apperteyncd to the late Erie of Kildare. I certitje your 
Mastership that immediately after the rebellion of Thomas 
Fits Gerald, T snrrendrid myn office of the Con- 
fitableship of Maynothe, and utterly refused the same 
Thomas is service; who, in September last past, conveyed 
thens nnto a castell in the Irishiy, called the Castell of 
Ley, as well all tlie said Countasis apparayll and ray- 
ment, as all the substance in effecte, belonging unto the 
said Erie, so as at the receipte of your letter, remayned 
nothing of the premisses in my custodie ; and if ther 
had, I wold not liave failed, to the uttermost of my litle 
power, to a fulfilled the tenour of your letter. As 
knowithe God, who have yonr most honorable Mastership 
in his enstodte. Writtin at the Citie of Dublin, the 12th 
day of Marche. 

Your humble servant, 

" at all commaundement, 

" Jamys Boys, 
" To the Right FTmiorabk, and my singtder 
goad Maister^ Maister Secretarie 
mio ike Kinoes Highness/* 

A servant of James Delahide, having been taken at 
Drogheda, in his examination enumerated the several 
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articles of plate deliyered by the £arl to Melonr Fay," 

and to the White Friars of Kildare, besides a large quan- 
tity which he left in the charge of O'Brien of Thomond* 
He also deposed that the Earl had given to his sister, 
Lady Cecily, all the hangings of Maynooth, and the late 
Earl's parliamentary robes. There were also other articles 
lefb with O'Brien, consbting of apparel of the late £arl, 
of his Countess, and of the tiien EarL* 

Tlic Earl, at tliat time, had with liim 120 horse, 
240 galloglasses, and 500 kerne. He had also for- 
tified Majnooth Castle so strongly, that it was snp- 
posed that it could resist any attempts of ihe Deputy 
to take it, and bad appointed his foster-brother, 
Christopher Parese, in whom he placed great confidence, 
as GoTemor. He then went into Offidy to raise addi- 
tional forces. 

It had long been evident, that in order to suppress this 
rebellion it would be necessary to take Maynooth Castle. 
The Deputy, therefore, having collected the whole of his 
forces, marched against it, and commenced the siege on 
the 14th March, 1535. Having planted his artillery 
on the north side, beyond the river, he opened fire on 
that day, and continued to batter it with little eflfect, 
excei)t destroying the battlements, and dismounting 
some of the cannon on the walls, until the 23ixi. 
In the meanwhile he entered into communication with 
Parese, who, consenting to betray his trust, allowed the 
outer defences to be taken without resistance ; after 
which the keep was carried by assault, with little 

• State Papers, vol. ii. p. 317. 



Digitized by Google 



150 



EASLS OF KItDABB. 



loss to the ftssailants. In it were taken tilie Dean of 

KOdare, Sir Simon Walsh, a priest, Nicholas Wafer, 
Ponough O'Dogan, who had command of the artUleiy, 
and thirty-fiye ganners and archers. Of these twenty- 
five were beheaded, and one hung, as it was thought 
dangerous to spare the skilled soldiers. Among those 
who were executed were the Dean* and Farese. 

The following is tiie account of the siege as related 
by Stanihurst : — 

"Thomas ITitz-Giralde, having intelligence that the 
whole army was arrived, warded the Gastel of Majnoth 
so strongly, as he tooke it to be impregnable. And to 
the eude he mighte gyve the Gouvernoure battayle, he 
rode towards Connaght to levie all such power of the 
Irish as either for wages or for good-will he could 
winne to assist him. The Lord Deputie, forwarned of 
his drift, marched with the Englishe army, and the 
power of the Pale, to Maynoth, and layde seige to the 
Gastell on the north side, towardes the Farke« But 
before any peece was discharged. Sir William Brereton, 
by the Deputie his appoyntment, did summone the 
CaBtell, offering suche as kepte it to depart with their 
bagge and baggage, and besides their pardon, to bee 
liberally rewaided for their good and loyall service. 
But such as warded the Gastell, scomefully scoffing the 
knight his offer, gave him heartie thankes for his kind- 
ness, wliich they sayd proceeded rather of his gentle- 
nesse than of their deserving, wishing him to keepe in 
store such liberal! offers for a deere yeare, and to write 

•Sir J. Ware. 
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his commendations home to his fnends, and withal to 

keepe Lis head warme, for that at their Iiands he was 
like to have but a colde suite ; final! j, to take sucbe 
keepe of their safetie in that they were assured that he 
and his fellows shonlde bee sooner from the seige raised, 
than thej from the holde removed. Upon this round 
aonswere^ the ordinances were planted on the north 
side of the Castell, whiche made no great batterie for 
tlic space of a fortni^lit, yet the Castell so warelj of 
eacli side cnvired as the rcbelles were imbard from al 
^[resse and regresse. Christopher Farese, fo8ter*brother 
to Thomas Fitz-Giralde, to whome of especial trust the 
charge of the Castell was chiefely committed, proffering 
Lis voluntarie service (which for the most part is so 
thankelesse and unsayoiy as it stinketh), determined to 
goe an ase beyond his fellowes in betraying the Castell 
to the Governoui-e. In this resolution he shot out a 
letter endorsed to the Lorde Deputie, the effect whereof 
was^ that hee woulde devise the meanes that the Castell 
should be taken, so that he myghte have a summe of 
money for hys paynes, and a competent stay during his 
life. This motion, hj letters to and fro, agreed upon, 
Parese caused such as kept the warde to swiU and boll 
so much, as they snorted al the night like grunting 
hogges, little mis-deeming that whilest they slept, anye 
Judas had bin waking within the Castell. The occasion 
of the extraordinary exceeding was conloured, for 
snatching into the Castell a field peece the day before 
from the army, for whiche they kept such pot revels and 
triumphant carousing, as none of them coulde disceme 
his beddes head from the beddes feete. Parese, taking 
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his tide and time, made signe to tiie army, betwene 

twilight and dawning of the day, who, Laving skaling 
ladders in n i liiiesse, wolde not overslip tlie opportimitie 
offered. UoUandy petite captaine to Salisbury, was one 
of the forwardest in this exploite, who, leaping downe 
from the wall, fell by mishap into a pipe of feathers, 
where he was up to the arme-pittcs, so stiffelj sticking 
therein, and also so unwieldye in his armour, as he 
coulde not helpe himself neither in or out. Sir William 
Brereton and his bande having skaled the walles, cried 
on a sodaine, St. George, St. George. Three drunken 
swaddes that kepte the Castell, thought that this shoute 
was noughte else but a dreatne, til the time they espied 
the walles full of men, and one of them withal per- 
ceyvynge Holland thus entangled in the pype, bestowed 
an arrow upon him, which by good hap did misse him. 
Holland, forthwith rescued by his fellows, shot at the 
other, and strake him so full under the skull as he left 
him sprauling. The resistance was faint when the 
souldyers entred, some yeelding themselves, others that 
withstood, slayne. Sir William Brereton ranne up to 
the highest turret of the Gastel, and advaunced his 
standard on the top thereof, notifying to the Deputie 
that the fort wms wonnc. Great aiid rich was the 
spoile ; such store of beddes, so many goodly hangings, 
80 rich a wardrob, suche brare furniture, as truly it was 
aocompted, for honseholde stuffe and utensiles, one of 
the richest earle his lionses under the crowne of Eng- 
lande. The Lord Deputy entered the Castell in the 
aftemoone, upon whose repaire James Delahyde and 
Hayward, two singing men of the Earle his chappell. 
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that were taken prisoners, prostrated themselyes on the 
ground, pittifully warbling a song named *Dulcis Arnica.* 
The Govemottr, laYlshed with the sweete and delicate 
▼oyces, at the instannce of Girald Aylemer, Chiefe 
Justice, and othei's of the Couiisell, pardoned them. 
Christopher Parese, not misdoubting that he should have 
bin dubd knight for his service done that day, pre. 
sented himself before the Govemoare, with a cheerefull 
and faniiliar countenance, as who should say, * Heere he 
is that did that deede.' The Deputie very coldly and 
halfe Btemely casting an eye towards him, said, ^ Parese, 
I am to thank thee on my master the Eynge his behalfe, 
for this thy profered service, which I must acknowledge 
to have bin a sparing of greats chaiges, and a saving of 
many valiant sonldyers lives to his Highnesse ; and 
when his Majestie shall be thereof advertised, I dare be 
bolde to say, that hee will not see thee lacke during thy 
life. And by cause I may be the better instructed how 
to reward thee during my govemement, I would gladly 
learne what thy lorde and maister bestowed on thee.' 
Parese, set agogge with these milde speeches, and 
supposing that the more hee recited, the better hee 
shouldc bee rewarded, leftc not untolde the meanest 
good turne that ever he receyved at his lords hands. 
* Why, Parese,' quoth the Deputie, * couldest thou finde 
in thine hearte to betray his Cestell who hath bin so 
good lord unto thee ? Truly thou that art so h ollow to 
him, wilt never be true to us.' And therewith turning 
his talke to his officers, he gave them commaundment to 
delyver Parese the summe of money that was promised 
to him upon the surrender of the Castell, and after to 



Digitized by Google 



BASIS OF KILDARB. 



cboppe off his heade. Parese, at thiB colde salntation 

of 'farewell and be hangd,' turning his simpring to 
wimpring, said, ^ My Lord, had I wist yoa would have 
dealte so straitelj with me, your lordship should not 
have wonne this fort with as little bloodshed as yoa 
dyd.' Whereat M. Boice,* a gentleman of worship, and 
one that reteyned to that olde Earle of Kildare, standing 
in the preasse, saide in Irishe, * Antragh/ which is as 
much as in Englishe as ' Too late.* Whereof grewe the 
Irish proverbe, to thys day in that language used : 
^ Too late, quoth Boice;' as we say, ' Beware of had I 
wist f or, ' Af^er meate mustard or, * You came a day 
after the faire or, * Better done than sayde.* The 
Deputie demaunded of them that stoode by, what was 
that he spake. M. Boice, willing to ezpounde hb owne 
wordes, stept forth and answered: * My Lorde, I said 
nothing but that Parese is seized of a towne iieerc the 
water syde, named Baltra, and I woulde gladly know 
how he wil dispose it before hee bee executed.' The 
Governoure, not mistrusting that M. Boice had glossed 
(for if he had understood that true signification of the 
teanne, it was yeiy like that ' too late* had not bin so 
sharp to Parese, but 'too soone' had been a soure 
to him), willed the money to bee tolde to Parese, 
and presently caused him to be cut shorter by the 
head, declaring thereby, that although for the time 
he embraced the benefyte of the treason, yet after 
he coulde not digest the treacherie of the trajtor. 
The Deputie^ hairing left a garrison in the Casteli, 
returned with the army triumphantly to Dublin." 

* He bad formerly been GoTeraor of the Castle of Maynooth. 
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Among the state papers* is the following account of 

the siege, in a letter written on the 26th March by the 
Lord Deputy, bii \YilIiam Skefi^ngton, and the Couucil 
of Ireland, to the King: 

May it please yonr Moost ExceDent Highnes to be 
advertised that I, your Deputie, with your armye in thes 
parties, the 14th day of Marche last past, beseaged the 
Gastell of Maynuth, which by your trutor and rebell, 
Thomas Fiz-Gerolde, was so strunglie fortified boothe 
with men and ordoauucc, as the liek hath not been seen 
in Irlonde, syns anny of your moost nobell progenitors 
had fiirst domynion in the lande. Ther was within the 
same above 100 habill men, wlierof wer above 60 gon- 
ners. The 16th day of the said monith, your ordenaunce 
was bent to the north west side of the dungen of the 
said Castell, which ded baitter the tope therof on that 
wise, as ther ordenaunce within that parte was dampned ; 
which doone, your ordenaunce was bent upon the noiihe 
side of the base corte of the said Castell, at the north 
east ende whereof ther was new made a very strong and 
fast bulwark, well garnisshed with men and ordenaunce, 
which the 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st^ and 22nd dayes of the 
said monithe, ded beat the same, by night and daye, on 
that wise, that a great batery and a large enterie was 
made ther ; whereupon the 23rd daye, being the Tews- 
daye next before Eister Day, there was a galiarde assaulte 
g) vcii betwixt fower and fyve of the clocke in the mor- 
nyng, and the base corte entered. At which eutery, 
ther was slayne of the warde of the Gastell about 60, and 

* State Papersi temp. Henry YIII. toI. ii. p. 296. 



Digitized by Google 



156 



BABL8 OP KILBAKB. 



of jonr Graces armye no more but John Giiflfen, yeman 

of yuur moost honorable Gimrde, and sex other, which 
wer killed with ordenaoDce of the Gastell at the entree. 
Howbeity if it had not pleased God to preserve us, it wer 
to be merveled that we had no more slayne. After the 
base corte was thus wonne, we assaulted the gimt Cas- 
tellf which within awhile yelded ; wherin was the Dean 
of Kildare, Gristoier Parys, capitayne of the garysone, 
Donough O'Dogan, maister of tli ordenaunce, Sir Symon 
Wulshe, priste, and Nicholas Wafer, which tooke the 
Archbuflsop of Dublin, with dy vers others, gunners and 
archers, to the number of 37 ; which wer al taken pry- 
soners, and ther lifes preserved by appoyntment untill 
they shulde be presented to me, jour Deputie, and then 
to be orderid as I and your Connsaill thought good. And 
considering the high enterprise and presumption attempt- 
ed by them ayenst your Graces crowne and Majestie, 
and also that if hj anny meane they shulde escape, the 
moost of theym beyng gunners, at some other tyme wolde 
semblablic clliswhear, aide your traitors, and be example 
and meane to others to doo lykcwi^e, we all thought ex- 
pedient and requisite that they should be putte to exe- 
cution, for the dread and example of others. According 
wherunto, the Thursday following in the mornyng, they 
wer examyned, and ther depositions written ; and after 
none the same daye anrayned before the Provust Marshall 
and capitannes, and tlicr. u[)nii ther awnu cuiiiessions 
at^udjed to die, and ymmcdiat^ly 25 of them before the 
gate of the Castell heeded and oon hanged. Dy verse of 
the heedes of the principalles incontynentlie were put 
upon the turrets of the Castell. We send your liighnes 



Digitized by 



EAIiLS Of KILUAEE. 



157 



liereincloosed theffect of ther dcpurii lions, araonges which 
ther is a priste which was privaj with the traitor, 
depoeith that the Emperor ^mised to sende he^er 
agaynst your Grace 10,000 men by the first day of 
Maye ; and the Jlinge of Scottes to jeve aide to your 
rebell Ijkewise. We doo adYertise your HighneB 
tiierof, in disdiarge of our duties, to thintent serche 
may be made of the furder circumstance thcrof ; not 
doubting but if any soche thinge be intendid by th 
Emperor or Einge of Scottes, year Highnes hath some 
intelligence therof, and will provide for it accordingly ; 
for, onles aide be sent hither from owtward parties, this 
traitor shalbe pursoed to his adnoyaunce and distrac- 
tion, to the best of our powers, we tmst to yonr Graces 
honor. Albeit thenhabitauntes of this lande have an 
imagination and doubt, that he shulde hereafter obteyne 
jour Graces paidone, as his antecessors dyvene tymes 
in lyke caases ded, which if, at anny tyme, he shulde, 
wer ther unduving, as they say. The same causeth 
dy verse of thaym to adhere to hym, and others not to 
doo soche service as they ells wolde/* 

The Earl had, in the meanwhile, succeeded in raising 
7,000 men in OiTaly and Connaught, and was on his 
way to relieve the Castle, when he heard of its ML At 
the news of the ^ Pardon of Maynooth,** as it is termed 
in the State Papers, tiic greater part of Lis forces 
dispersed and returned to their homes. With such, 
however, as remained, he advanced to Clane, where he 
was met by the Deputy and the royal ibrces« The cavalry 

* State Papers, toL ii. p. 236. 
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oonid act on neither side, as a Log lay between them. 
The Deputy, however, brought two or thi^e field-pieces 
to bear on the enemy, whom he thus dispersed, and took 
prisoners 140 galloglasses, all of whom he, on being 
threatened witi) nn attack, put to death, except one who 
made his escape.* 

After this defeat, the Earl took refage with sixteen 
gentlemen and priests in Thomond, intending to sail 
from thence to Spain. He, however, changed his mind, 
and instead of making the voyage himself, he sent his 
cousin, James Delahide, and Sir IL Walsh, the Parson," 
to the Emperor Charles V. to treat for succours. Among 
the State Papers is a letter from John Cherjton, dated 
at Cadiz, 16th Jnly, 1535, in which is the following 
passage : " My Lorde, for to certify your Lorshippe of 
the nwis that is here, the 14 day of Jnne, ther come 
to Gadix for Inbazador, a man of £rlonde hois name is 
Sir Jamys de la Hyde, and has brought letters to the 
Emperor from Thomas Fegarit, wher in his petision is 
that the Emperor will give hym aid with men, and 
ordinanse.''t Delahide and Walsh joined Power, who had 
been sent before, and after many delays, were received 
by the Emperor, who told them that it was then too late, 
as their master and his five uncles had been executed in 
London. Charles Y. afterwards procured from Henry 
Vin. a pardon for Power, and granted h'mi a pension of 
a ducat a day. But not wishing to return to Ireland, 
he remained at Lisbon, and died there. James Delahide, 
who had been "chief councillor" to the Earl, and in 

* Holinabed. f State Fapen, vol. ii. p. 247. 
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consequence included in the Act of Attainder, after 
assisting his cousin, Gerald, to escape, took refuge in 
Scotland, where he died. 

The Irish chiefs now gradually submitted to the 
Deputy. In May the Earl of Ossory brought M'Mor- 
roagh and O'More to Majnooth, and indaced them to 
join the royal caase. All the Earl of Eildare's castles 
were taken in succession, except those of Crom and Adare 
in the county of Limerick.* 

After Whitsuntide the Earl retamed to Eildare^ 
leaving his plate in the care of O'Biien. 

In July, aided by O'Connor Faly, he ai?saulted and 
took the Castle of Kathangan. Sir William Brabazon, 
ancestor to the Earl of Meath, then laid siege to it, and 
was in hopes to have taken the Earl in it, but he made 
his escape at night. The Earl now harassed the garrison 
which the enemy had placed in his castles. One morning 
he caused a herd of cattle to be driven near Bathangan, 
and when a portion of the tiuups came out to take the 
booty, he attacked and cut them off. Another day he 
set fire to a village, and caused some of his men, who 
spoke English, to ride in haste to Trim widi the infor- 
mation; and when the garrison sallied forth, he attacked 
them and slew several, and forced the rest to take 
refiigB in a chnich.t In July, 1535, Chief Baron 
Aylmer, and the Master of the Rolls, Allen, wrote to 
Cromwell from Beaumaris tliat the remissness of the 
captains, an4 shameM disorder of the soldiers, were 

* State Papers, toL iL, p. 254. f HoUnahed, iii. 99. 
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the causes of the destractioii of the land ; that Kildare 
and many other towns were burnt ; that if the Trea- 
surer, Brabazon, had not been at Naas, that town and 
the country, to the gates of Dublin, would have also 
suffered; and that as carts with provisions were on 
their way from Naas to Rathangan, Thomas Fitz Gerald, 
aided by O'Connor, had tried to intercept them, but the 
Treasurer, with ^ an inferior force, had repulsed them, 
•killing sixteen of his horsemen and the captun of the 
galloglasses.* These contiuued attacks caused so much 
alarm, that no Englishman would take command of 
Eathangan Castle, which had twice been taken by assault. 
At length, at the Treasurei^s request, Sir James Fitz- 
Gerald, the Earl's uncle, consented to be appointed 
Governor, and kept it safely .t 

The Treasurer, intending to march into Allen, where 
the Earl and his followers had entrenched themselves, 
ordered O'More and his followers to join the royal 
forces, with whom were Sir James Fitz Gerald and his 
brother Walter, and other gentlemen of the County of 
Kildare. On the 3rd August, tifter Laving uiitured 

Allen, and burned and plundered the country around, 
the English troops, at the suggestion of O'More, 
retreated, but in reality only so as to occupy the Tarious 
passes. O'More then sent some of his kernes to skir- 
mish with the rebels, and draw them into the plain, 
while he, with his galloglasses, got between them and 
their Ihstnesses, so that they, to the number of between 
400 and 500, were surrounded, and would have been all 

* State Pkpen , vol. ii. p. 860. f ^* P* S6i, 
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slain or taken prisoners if some of the English soldiers, 

making off with their booty, had not left a gap, through 
which most of them csca[>ed. Sir James and Walter 
Fitz Gerald, and the Geraldines also, suffered them to 
pass. 0*More'8 men, too, wonld not strike Lord Kil- 
dare's men, but many of the O'Connors were slain by 
them, though mostly by the troops of the Treasurer. 
Some prisoners, among whom, it is said, was the Earl 
liiiiiself, were taken, but let go again by the Geraldines 
and O'Dempsejs. Burnell of Balgriffin, Felim Boy 
O'Connor, and William Keating, Captain of the 
Keatings,'' were, however, made prisoners. The former 
was sent to London, imprisoned in the Tower, and at 
length executed at Tyburn at the same time as the Earl. 
The two latter were liberated on giving hostages for 
their future good behaviour. Keati ng undertook to drive 
the Eari out of the fastnesses of Kildare, and allured 
from him most of the Keating kerne, in whom consisted 
his chief strength, owing to their numbers and know- 
ledge of the conn try.* 

Soon after Lord Leonard Grey, who had arrived from 
England to take command as Marshall of the army, 
went to Ratiiangan, where the Earl had, in a wood near 
the bog, a " stronge house, made all of erthe, and so 
ditched, watered, and of soche tbrce, as men of experience 
said, that being manned, ordenaunced^ and vitteled, it 
had not been pregnable.** This he burnt and destroyed.! 

After the liberation of Keating, the Earl could no 
longer remain in Kildare, and was forced to retire into 
Ofialy. On the 18th of August^ Sir W. Skeffington, 

• State PapetB» toI. il. p. 266. f P- 266. 
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who had been lying ill at Maynooth, but who had reco- 
vered sufficiently to venture on an expedition, assembled 
his forces, and with Lord L. Grej and Lord Batler ' 
advanced to the borders of Offidy. Upon this, O'Connor 
seeing no alternative to save himself from ruin, sent in 
his submission to the Deputy. Deprived of his last ailj, 
the Earl wrote to Lord L. Grey the following letter, 
which is now in the State Paper office, and is wholly in 
his Land writing : — 

^ Afi)er all dw recammendations, I hartely recommend 
me unto your Lordshyp, sertyfiyng you, that whereas I 
liMve iluiic any tliyiig contrary agaynst my Sovyryng 
Lorde the isLinges Grace ys mynd, came nothyng of my 
owne mere mosyon, butt onely by your cownsayll, the 
which bene in your Lordshypys cumpany now, as ben 
Thomas Ewstas and Gerald Gerott, Shane ys son, 
with dyvers othyrs, by the which I was gowemyd att 
that tyme, and dyd nothyng butt aflfter their mynd; the 
which I reportt me to all the Lordes of the Englys pale. 
Wherefore I iiarteiy dcsyrc your Lordshyp to be inters- 
sessor betwyx my sayd Ys Grase and me, that I may have 
my pardon for me, and myn lyff and landes, the whidi 
shall nott be ondyservyd to the uttermost of my power; 
and yfi'i cannott optayne my forsayd pardon, I hawe no 
nothyr to do, butt shyfte for my 8yl£^ the best that I 
can; trustyng in God, who preserv your Lordshyp, 

" By your lovyn Frend, 

''T. FmGBRALDE. 

" Tc the Epgtht WoraypfuU^ Lard Leymrd Gray^ 

*' delyver this with apeder* 

* State Papers, voL it. p. 279. 
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The Earl was accordingly admitted to a confeience. 
On the 18th August^ Loid L. Grej rode from Majrnootih 
into OflSity (King's Co.), where, on thehorderof the hog 
of Allen, the Earl met him, and surrendered himself to 
him and Lord fiatleri to he disposed of according to the 
royal pleasure. 

Stanihurst asserts that he asked for a parley, iind iLai 
Grey having sent hostages to his camp, he, at the con- 
ference, snbmitied himself to the King^s mercj, on the 
promise that he shoold be pardoned as soon as he shoold 
arrive in England; and that, in order that there ahould 
be no treachery, they both received the Sacrament openly 
in the camp. 

However this may be, Sir W. Skeffington, in a letter 
to the King, dated from the Campe at Castel Iredayne, 
the 24th day of Angost, 1535«" wrote : — It may pkaae 
your most excellent Highnes to be advertized, that wher 
as by my rude letters sent t^^ Your Grace, that I, by th 
advise of your Counsall, with your army, was determined 
* to march forthward, and hostingeSi the 18 day of tlus pre- 
sent month of August^ uppon O'Chonor, and the traditour 
Thomas Fitz Gerald, with others that be succored with 
him in Ofaileigh ; 1 have accordingly ther nnto advanced 
your said army, as wdl with the power of yonr Graoea 
band of the worth of this land, as otherwise enterd into 
the borders of the said O'Ghonors countree ; who j)er. 
sevinge that there was noe waye els, bnt his utter dis- 
traction and banishment, came in and yielded him sel^ 
unto me, Your Graces Deputie, and Cuunsaill, and offered 
to pat in his pledges into my handes, to habide and 
performe, die sayeinge of 4 indifferent personns^ in all 
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tbinge, to the contentation and accomplishment of your 
Graces pleasour. And all soe the siiide traditour, Thomas 
Fitz Grerolde, with divers othen his complices there - 
beinge with him (consideringe that he could not be suc- 
cored furder bj the said O'Chonor, and that his band 
and strength was by pollicie alored irom him)y hath, in 
like manner, submitted and yealded himselfe to Your 
Highnes mercy and pitty without condiiion, either of 
pardon, lyfe, landes, or goodes, but only submittinge 
him selfe to Your Grace ; soe that his desier is, now 
that he is brought to uttermost extremitie, to be con-, 
ducted to Your Highnes by the Lord Leonard Gray.*** 

The Council also, in a letter to the King, dated from 
the camp, 27th August, report — ^ The seid Thomas Fytz 
Gerald, by suche meanes and policies as was used (in 
the presence of Sir Bice Maunsfell, John Salisburye, and 
William Sentlowe), fynally confessyng his abhomynable 
offences towerdes Your Highnes, yeldcd hym self into 
the handes of the seid Lord Leonerd, to be presented to 
Your Grace by the seid Lord Leonerd, and me, the seid 
James Butler; to be ordered concernying his lyf or 
otherwise, as shuld please Your Highnes. According 
whereunto^ the seid Lord Leonerd repayryth, at this 
season, to your Majestic for that purpose, bringing with 
hjm the same Thomas ; bcseching Your Highnes, 
mooat humbly, that according the comlbrt of our wordes 
spoken to the same Thomas to allure hym to yelde hym, 
ye wold be mercy-full to the seid Thomas, especially con- 
cerning his lyf." They also recommended Lord L. Grey 
to the King^s notice, for lus eminent service, "for no 

* State Papers, Tol. ii. p. 27S. 
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doabte the seid Thomas wold yeldo hym self to noon 
other, bnt onely to hjm.^ 

From these extracts it would appear that some pro- 
mises had been made to him to allure hym to yelde 
hym," and the King also, however glad to have him in his 
power, expresses his displeasure at the conditions, what- 
ever they were, in a letter written to Sir ^\\ Skeffington, 
in Oct, 1535 Bight trustie and wel-belovid, We 
great you welL And have as well perceyved by the 
tenor of your letters, jis by th advcrtisementes from our 
Counsaill, the maner .of the apprehension of Thomas 
Fitz Gerald, in your last jomey intended agaynst hym 
and CChonor ; the doyng wherof, albeit We accepte it 
thankluily, yet il he had beene apprehended after suche 
sorte as was conyenable to his desenrynges, the same 
bad been moche more thankfull and better to our con- 
ten tacion. Nevertheles, for your industrie, paynes, 
and deligens used therein, We give you our harty 
thankes, assniyng you that We accepte and esteme that 
and other your good service, mynystred unto Us ther 
aud elles wher, in suche sort, as besides the laudc ;ind 
prayse worthie thereunto, moche to your lame and com- 
mendadon, We woll have the same in our remembranncOi 
to your comfort and condigne reward and advaunoe- 
ment.''t 

At the end of August, the £arl was sent prisoner 
to England ; and so great was the importance attached 

to his security that Lord Leonard Grey was appointed 
to accompany him* Stanihurst relates, that as they 
were on their way to Windsor, where the King then 

♦ Stat© Pupors, vol. ii. p. 276. f Ibid. p. 280. 
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waSy Henry sent an order for hb imprisonmeDt forth- 
with in the Tower of London. 

It is probable that the King was undecided how to 
act with regard to the Earl, and that the opinions of 
leading statesmen were consulted, as the Dnke of Nor* 
folk,* in a letter to Cromwell, dated 9th September, 
wrote as follows; — " As concernyng the tray tour s takyng, 
I am soiy, as ye be^ that it had not be of a nother. Bnt 
yet thanked be God it is thus ; for by the same His 
Highnes shall not only eschewe gret charges, but also the 
knowledge therof shall highlie redownde to his hononr 
in all conntrees, no thyng to the plesnre of his enemys* 
I dowte not ye woll streitle examyu hym, of all suche as 
hath confederate with hym, and most specyally what 
answers he hath had of th Empelnnr and the Eyng of 
Skottcs. And, according to my accostomed facion, 
playnle to show myn opynion in all thjnges concernyng 
His Highnes affiiires, I am of the mynd, as yet^ and 
shalbe nnto I shall here better reason to the contrary, 
that in no wise he shuld be as yet put to execusion ; 
quod defertur, non aafertur. And these be part of the 
reasons to lede me theronto. One is, that consertiyng 
the facion of bis submyssion, my Lord Leonard, and ray 
Lord Buttler, shuld for ever lose their credight in Irlondj 
which wer pite, for they may do gode service* Another 
is, that sewerly the Irishe men shall never after put 
them selffes in to none Inglishe man his bandes ; wiche 
if they do not (consideryng that dayle, for dy vers cansls, 
many of them shall offend), His Grace shalbe inforoed 
incontynent to procede to the generall conquest of the 

* He had been Lord Lieatenimt ot Ireland. 
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lond; for onles they do parle for attemptates done,eytiier 
the Bepntie meet procede to a war with all suche per- 
sonnys, or suffer the Ejnges trew subjectes to be des- 
trojed. One other eaiuie, what th oppynions of many 
may be, that be disposed rather to speke ill, then wiU, if 
he shuld, upon his suche submyssion, be shortly put to 
deth, I report me to your high wisdome. And, as I 
thynk, ther is bnt one of these 8 ways to be taken ; 
eyther execnsion shortly, or pardon of lyff, or commyt- 
tyng to sewer piyson for a tyme. To the furst I have 
showed myn oppinion. To the second I thynk in no 
wise to be done; for it wer the worst insample that 
ever was, and specially for these oupfracious people of 
Irlond. To the 3th I have in like wise before shewde 
my ponre opinion.*^ 

The adviee of the Dnke to keep " the traytor* in 
prison, and to execute him, should it seem good at a 
fatore time, was followed. 

On the ISdi September, the Lord Chancellor of Eng* 
land, Thomas Audlcy, wrote as follows to Cromwell : — 
I have be lately enfourmed that the erraunt false 
treytonr, Thomas Fitz Garrald, is taken ; but the fame 
mnneth, that he shold snbmyt himself, uppon certayne 
condicions and appoyntemeiit4?s, that he shold comme 
unto the Kinges presence fre out of warde ; which I, 
being a man of Tery little experience, and lesse witt, 
beleve not that the Counsaile of Irland, or any other, 
wold take any such appoyntemcnt with so erraunt and 
cankrid a traytonr, and specially that he sholde comme 

* state Papcre, vol. ii. p. 276. 



Digitized by Google 



168 



EA&LS OF KILDAKE. 



in the Kinges sight, fre and out of wai de. If this be 
intended) that he shold have mercye, I mervel moch, 
that dyyerse of the Kinges Gonnsaile in Irhind have soo 
largely told the King, afore this tjme, that thcr shold 
never be good peax and ordre in Irland, till the bludde 
of the Garroldes were holy extinct And it was also 
saide, that the IrisKhemen spared iheire eflfectaall dili- 
gence in the persecucion of him, by cause they herd be 
shold have pardon, and then he wolde revenge ; and 
now it semeth, they wold procure him mercy. They be 
people of a strange nature and mocLe inconstancy. The 
Kingis Ilighncs may do his pleasure ; but my pore 
advise shold be, that the saide false treytoor shold never 
come to His Graces sight, for the evill exsarople may 
groue of hit, to corage traytors. The verey good waye 
were to send him to the Tower. And albeit his tresons 
were done in Irland, out of this realme, yet, by the newe 
statute made for treasons,* he may be indicted in any 
shere of this realme wher it shall pleas the King, 
byfore such Commissioners as his Grace woU apoynt by 
his Great Seale ; and when he is indicted, the indicte- 
ment to be sent to the Kinges Bench and there let him 
appere. And thus, fiat justicia. This waye he maye 
be shortly spede, aflter his desertes ; and therby shall 
grow good example and drede to such traitours, except 
it may appere, that by his keeping alive, ther shold 
growe any knowlegge of treasons, or other commoditie 
to the Kinges Grace. What so ever I wright in this 
behalf, 1 praye you take it in good part, for it is but 

♦ 26 Henry VIII., c. 13. 
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my pore conceyt ; not doubting^ but that tiie Kinges 
Highnes, with your advise, and other of his Counsell 
no we present with his Grace, will order this mattier 
better, than my wit can deyise.''* 

Immediately after the apprehension of the Earl, 500 
men were discharged from the royal army. This was 
a necessary act, as it is stated that this Geraldine rebel-^ 
lion had cost the King £40,0004 Lord Leonard Grey 
received £310 for his expenses in taking the Earl to 
England, and iur the reward uf his services.§ 

Besides this, for that time, heavy expenditore, the 
country had sofiered terribly. It is stated that the 
Lordship uf Maynooth, which liad been worth 400 
marks per annum, was completely devastated ; tliat six 
out of the eight baronies of the County of £ildare had 
been burnt ; that the OTooIes had taken Powerscoart 
Castle, one of the fairest garrisons in the country, which 
had cost the Earl of Kildare and the inhabitants of the 
Go. Dublin between 400 and 500 marks ; and that the 
people on the lands, which had belonged to the late Earl 
of Kildare were slow in taking the farms. II For the 
last grievance, the remedy suggested was to pass an act 
of forfeiture* 

The Irish Government were not satisfied with tiie 
capture of the Earl alone. On the 10th September, 
Sir William Brabazon writes to Cromwell ; ^ Seth the 
departure of the rebell, Thomas Fitz Gerald, owte of this 
the Kinges roialme, all his iblowers and adherentes be 



♦ State Papers, ToL i., p. 446. 
X Ibid., p. 331. 
II Ibid., p. 263. 
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repaired into their owne dwellyng places, and so be all 
his unclez ; who I wold were ia England, for as long as 
thei here lemayn, thei will never be obedient There 
hertes be so sturdie, if ever the seid traytor doo repayre 
hereunto any more, the Kinges Grace haith waisted all 
this labor and coste. Mj poor advise shal be to dis- 
charge this land of all the secte of them ; then shall this 
cuntrey be iii quietnes, or elles not. Examinacion 
wold be had of the seid traytor, wher his evidences and 
bookes doo remeyn, so that they might be had.*^ 

It was at len^h determined that the five uncles of 
the Earl, and Gerald, his half-brother, should be arrested. 
According/, in Febmaiy, 1536, the Deputy, Lord L. 
Grey, who had snooeeded on the death of Sir W. Skef* 
iington, on the 31st December, 1535, invited Sir James, 
Walter, and Eichard Fitz Gerald, to a banquet at Kil- 
mainham. These three had been opposed to the rebellion 
of their nephew ;t and not suspecting any treacber}' 
accepted the invitation. In the middle of the feasting 
they were seized and manacled. The other two, Oliver 
and John, were also apprehended before they heard of 
their brothers* capture ; and all five were then lodged in 
Dublin Castle. Their nephew, Gerald, was saved by 
being carried off by his tutor, Thomas Leverous.t 

The three brothers, who were first arrested, had little 
cause to expect that the Deputy entertained designs 
against them, for on the 13th March, 1535, he wrote : 
" Eichard Fittz Gerold, which is commen into the Kinges 

♦ State Papen«, vol. ii. p. 278. f Ware's Annals. 

X HoUuBhed, iii. 100. 
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Grace service, and have no doubt but that he will con- 
tjiiuG trueljr, as hitherto it has proved." And again, of 
Sir James, to whom he had given the command of Tal- 
laght : ^ The saide Sir James, is, in lyke case, common to 
the Einges service and shewith him self Ijke a true 
rann.*** " Keilly," in his examination, said that James 
Delahide and Sir John Fitz Gerald were the Earl's chief 
adyisers, and that he took advice of all his nncles, though 
Bichard never ' bare him good heart and favour."! James, 
Walter, and lUchardi are not indaded in the act of 
Attainder. 

On the 14th February, 1536, the Council of Ireland, 
in a letter to Cromwell, wrote : " Please it you to be 
advertised that th £rle of Kildaris five bretheme, by the 
Lord Leonardo, High Justice and Govemourof thisyonr 
lande, being apprchendid, he and we have sent to the 
Kingis Mijestie, at this tyme, by the Maister of his 
Gracis Rolles, and Chief Justice; which, in onre opinion, 
is the best dedc that ever was doon for the weale of the 
Kingis pore subjectes of this lande; assuring your Mais- 
tershipp that the said Lorde Justice, the Thesaurer 
of the Kingis Warns, and suche others as his Grace put 
in tniste in this behalf, have highly deserved his moste 
gracious thankes for the pollitique and secrete conveing 
of this matter, which was noo les beyonde th ezpeetacion 
of all men here, than it was joyfull to all the Kingis 
eubjectis to see the same brought to suche perfeccion. 
And, noo doubte, theibe noo more glad and comfortable 
thereof than they wolde he in despaire, if either Thomas 

• State Papen, vol. ii. p. 284. f Ibid., p. 263. 
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f itz Geralde, or any of them, shulde reasorte hither 
agayne, after any other sorte, than to receyve aooordiDg 

to their demerities."* 

So important was considered the capture of the five 
Geraldines, that they were accompanied to England by 
the Chief Justice and the Master of the Rolls. Stanihnrst 
relates, tbat as the brothers were sailing for England, 
Eicbard, who was "more bookish than the rest, and 
much giyen to the studies of antiquitie," amused his 
brothers ^ sometime with singing, sometime with graye 
and pithie apophthegmes.** Happening to ask the cap- 
tain the name of his Teasel, he was told that it was the 

Cow.'' Dismayed at this, he said, *^ Now good brethren, 
I am in utter despaire of our return to Ireland, for I beare 
in mynd an olde prophecie that five Earies brethren 
should be caryed in a Cowes belly to England, and from 
thence neyer to retume. Whereat the rest began afresh 
to houle and laiiient, which, doubtlesse, was pitiful! to 
behold five valiant gentlemen, that durst meete in the 
fielde five as sturdie champions as coulde bee pid^ed out 
in a realme, to bee so sodainly terrified with the bare 
name of a woodden Cow," They were also imprisoned in 
the Tower of London. 

In a document^ still extant, it is recorded that the 
allowance to Thomas, Earl of Kildare, as state prisoner, 
for board and bedding, during sixteen months (the 
duration of his imprisonment), was 20& per week. To 
Sir James and Sir John Fitz Gerald, Knights, for eleven 
months, each lOs. To Walter, Eichard, and Oliver Fitz 

* Btate Pttpers, vol. ii- p« 804* 
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Gerald, for eleven months, 6s. 8d., and for " Burnell, 
the Irishman,'' for eleven months, Ss. 8d.* 

The arrest of the five Greraldlnes caused a general 
panic in the Pale, as many of the gentry had been con- 
cerned in the rebellion, and thej thought that their turn 
to be arrested would soon come. The following is an 
extract from a letter from Sir Francis Herbert, alderman 
of Dublin (who had been knighted for his gallant be- 
haviour during the siege of Dublin), to Cromwell, dated 
2l8t March, 1536: — Allso and pies your Maistersep, 
the gentyllmen of the counte of Kyldare ar the most 
sorryst afrajjt men in the world; for thei thjnkkes that 
thei shalbe taken, on after a notlier of them, as Sir 
Jarays FisGerrot was, and lies brethyrn."t 

On the 1st May, 1536, the tot Act passed in the 
Irish Parliament^ which commenced sitting on that day, 
was for the attainder of Gerald, Earl of Kildare, Thomas 
Fitz Gerald, his son and heir, Sir John and Oliver Fitz 
Gerald, James, John, and £dward Delahyde, John 
Burnell, Sir R. Walsh, "Parson of Lougl sewdie,*' Piers, 
Robert, ami Miuirice Walsh, Chale ^IcGravyll, other- 
wise Charles ileynolds. Archdeacon of Kells, James 
Gemon, Christopher Parese, and Edward Roukes. (Ap* 
pendix IV.) 

An English Act, 28 Henry VIII. c. 18,t was passed in 
same year, for the attainder of Thomas, *^ Earl <^KUdaret 
his five uncles, and their accessaries. 

On the 1st June, 1536, the Deputy and Council wrote 
to Cromwell that most of the inhabitants of the four 

♦ DMlton's Kildare, MS. f State Papers, vol. ii., p. 308. 

X Or cap. 2 of the Private AcU. g State Papers, vol. u , p. 323. 
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shires had juiaed in the rebellion, and wtie consequently 
included in the Act of Attainder; that hence, the King's 
manors, which bad belonged to the late Earl of Kildare, 
remained uncultivated; and they recommend iliat as 
Lord Kildare and his uncles were in the Tower, and 
others had been executed, a commission should be issued 
to grant pardons; but that the Geraldines should on no 
account be suffered to return to Ireland. 

On the 9th August, the Council wrote to Cromwell 
(who had been created, in July, Lord Cromwell, and 
appointed Lord Privy Seal): "O'Breen, liavvncT a gret 
part of the Eric of Kildarcs plate and goods, woil neyther 
delyver the same, ne yet put from hym the £rle of 
Kildares sonne,* ne his servauntes." Again, on the 
22nd August: As long as Desmond and O'Brien have 
power, " neyther shall His Grace recover to his possession 
suche landesin thois parties, which appertayned to th Erie 
of Kildare, being goodly castels, manors, and countres.^t 
In August, Bobert Cowley also, in a paper, written 
for Lord Cromwell, advised that : " Item, where the 
pretensid Erie of Dessmond hath lately, as a conqueror, 
enterid into all the Kinges castelles, garysons, manours, 
and landes in the countie of Lymerik, which apper- 
teyned to the late Erie of Kildare and accrued unto the 
Kinges Highnes by the atteynder of the said late Erie 
of Kildare," the Lord Depuly should " recover the said 
landes and garysons to the Kynges possession.'^ The 
followinp^ is among Articles concerning Ireland," 
drawn up by Cromwell: — Item, that the said Trea* 

* Qmld. t State Papers, toI. ii. p. 864 | Ibid., p. 360. 
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sourer ni:iy kuowe the Kinges pleasure liowe he shall 
order Sir James Fitz Gerald and liychardes landes as 
that tb^ have in their own rights as in their wives 
right; and that knowen, it shalbe necessary that the 
acts of theyr atteynder be certified into Ireland, &c.*** 
In October, 1536, the Master of the Kolls, J. Alien, 
writes to the King: — ^"I am snre ih Erie of Eildares 
landes been wors by 300 markes at the least, by the 
yeere, than tkey were when Maynoth was wonne." 

The prisoners in the Tower seem to have received 
little indalgence. Towards the end of 1536 Lord 
Kildare Avrute to one of his followers, Julia Kothe, the 
following letter : — 

«Jhs, 

** My trusty servant, I hartely commend me unto you. 
I pray yon that yon woll dely ver thys othyr letter unto 
Obiyen. I have sent to hym for £20 starlyng, the 
which yif he take you (as I trust he woll) than 1 woll 
that you com over, and bryng ytt onto my Lord Crurn* 
well, that I may so have ytt I never had eny mony 
syns I cam in to pryson, but a nobull, nor I have had 
nothyr hosyn, dublet, nor sboys, nor shyrt but on ; nor 
en J othyr garment, bnt a sy ngy 11 fryse gowne, for a vel ve 
foryd with bowge,t and so I have gone wolward, and 
barefote and barelegyd, dy verse tymes (whan ytt hath 
not ben very warme) ; and so I shuld have don styll, 
and now, but that pore piysoners, of ther gentgrlnes, 
hathe snmtyme gevyn me old hosyn, and ahoys, and 

* State PapecB^ voL ii., p. 368, ' f Badge, lamb*t Air. 
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old shyrtes. This I wryt unto you, not as complaynjng 
on my fry n ties, but for to show yow the trewth of 
gret nede, that you shuld be the moie dylygent in goyng 
onto Obryen, and in bryngyng me the before sayd 20£, 

wherby I mjght the soner have here money to by tiie 
clothys, and also to amend oiy sclender comyus and fare, 
and for other necessaryes. I woU you take owte of that 
you bryng me, for your costes and labur. I pray you 
have me commendyd onto all my lovers and ti^endes, and 
show them that I am gade helthe. 

" By me, 

Thomas Fttz Gerald. 

" To my trusty and welhelovyd 
" servant^ John RolheJ* 

* 

Enclosed in this letter was the following : — 

" Jhesus, 

^« My specyall and welbelovyd fiynd, I hartely com- 
mend me onto you. And I beseke and pray you to 
delyver and send me by tliys berer, my trusty servant, 
John Kothe, 20£ sterlyng, upon the plate that you 
have in custody of myn. And in so doyng you shall 
show me very gret kyndnes and plesure, for I have now 
very gret nede. Also, I beseke you, that you do not 
bieke nor square with the Deputye, but rather agre 
with hyro. And also, 1 beseke yon, to heipe and ayde 
hym in the Kyugys besyncs, yf he have nede ; and so 
shaU you do the Eynges Grace plesure, the which you 
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may be sewer Hys Grace woll botihe remembur and 

reward, and in so doyng you shall also bynd me to do 
for you eny thjug that shall Ij in mj power. 

" By your lovyng frynd, 

^ Tflous Fttz Gbkald. 

To my trusty and wdbdovyd 
fryndj 0 BryenJ^ 

The Earl appears to have amused himself, like many 
other prisoners, by engraving his name on b stone in 
the wall of the ** State Prison," where may still be 
seen, " THOldAS FITZ It was never completed, 
probably in consequence of his death. 

At length, on the 3rd Febniary, 1537, the Earl, after 
an imprisonment of sixteen months, and his five uncles, 
of eleven months, were executed as traitors at Tybnm, 
being drawn, hung, and quartered. 

So great was the influence of the Genildines in Ire- 
land, that even in February a report of their return 
caused mnch commotion in the Irish Parliamentt 

The death of the six Geraldines is thus noticed in the 
Annals of the Four Masters : — " 1537, Thomas, the son 
of the Earl of Kildare, the best man of the English of 
Ireland of his time, and his fether^s five brothers, whom 
we Lave already mentioned, namely, James Meirgeach, 
Oliver, John, Walter, and Eichard, were put to death 
in England, on the drd nones of February ; and all the 
Geraldines of Leinster were exiled and banished. The 

• state Papers, vol. ii. p. 402. f ^^'> P- ^07. 
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Earldom of Kildare was Tested in the King ; and everj 
one of the famil y, who was apprehended, whether lay or 
ecclesiastical, was tortured or put to death. These were 
great losses, and the cause of lamentation thionghont 
Ireland." 

Stanihurst thus describes the tenth Earl : — " Thomas 
Fitz Giralde, upon whom nature poured beautie, and 
fortune by byrth bestowed nobilitie, which had it been 
well employed, and were it not that his rare gyftes had 
bene blemished bjhis later eviil qualities, hee would have 
proved a ympe worthie to bee engrafte in so hononiaUe 
a stocke. Hee was of stature tall and personable ; in 
counteDance amieable ; a white face, and withall some- 
what ruddie, delicately in eche lymme featured; a 
rolling toDgue, and a rich utterance ; of nature flexible 
and kiiide ; verie soon caryed where heefanslcd ; easily 
with submission appeased, hardly with stubbomaesse 
weyed : in matters of importance an headlong hotespune, 
yet nathelesae taken for a yong man not devoyde of witte, 
were it not, as it fell out in the ende, that a toole had 
the keeping thereof." 

He married Frances, youngest daughter of Sir Adrian 
Fortcijcue, Knight, who was beheaded in 1540, and had 
no issue. On the 24th May, 1535, Thomas Agard wrote 
from Dublin to Cromwell : I thinke Mr. Pawlett will 
cnmme with the nexte wynde, and with him, Thomas 
the tray tors wyffe. He lovys hir well (a prima facie), 
Howbeit I can not peroeyre that sche fftvors him soo 
tenderlye,"* 

* State Papeis, toI. ii. p. 244. 
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GSBALD, ELEVENTH EABL. 

Creruld, eleyenth Earl of Kildare, was born on the 
25th February, 1525. He was ten years of age at 
the time of his brother^s arrest^ and was then lying ill 
of tiie small-pox at Donore, in the Co. Kildaie. His 
nurse iuimediately committed liim to the care of his 
tutor, Thomas Leverous, a priest and foster-brother of 
his father, who oai:efally conveyed him in a large basket 
into Ofialy, to his sister, Lady Mary (VConnor. There 
he remained until he had perfectly recovered, when he 
was removed first to O'Dunn's country,'' and after 
three months to Thomond,* where he was under the 
care of his cousin, James Delahide, eldest son of Sir 
Walter Delahide, of Moyclare. 

The misfortunes of his family had excited great 
sympathy for the boy over the whole of Ireland. This 
made the Government anxious to have him in their 
power ; and they endeavoured accordingly to induce 
O'Brien to surrender him to them. On the 22nd Aug. 
1536, six months after the apprehension of the five 
Geraldines, his uncles, the Council in IrclauJ wrote as 
follows to Lord Cromwell, the Lord Privy Seal: And 
as to 0 Brene, notwithstanding his letters and promises 
of subjection and obedyens to the Kinges Highnes, we 
coulde neyther gett hym to condescend to anuy confer- 
myte according the same, ne yet to delyver th Erie of 

♦ Holmshed. 
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Ejldares plate and goodes;* but having the same, and 

th Erie of Kildares seconde sone, with dy verse traditors 
of the servauntes of the said Erie and Thomas Fitz> 
gerolde, and retejning thajm, as it wer, under his pro. 
tection, booth therein, and otherwise in his commynica- 
tion and deades, usith himself ai^r that sorte, as he 
thinckith it not to be his duty to recognise the Kingea 
Majestie.'l' 

In the same month, Robert Cowley, in a paper written 
for Cromwell, advised: Item, that the Deputie and 
ConnsaO practise and devise poUytikely^ with all dili- 
gence, to have this yonge Gerot^ James Delahide, and 
their complyces apprehendid, for they sease not to worke 
myschief.'^ 

After remaining about six months in Thomond, Dehi^ 

hide and Leverous took Gerald, who but for the attainder 
would have been Earl of Kildare, as his l^rother had just 
been executed on the 3rd February^ 1537, to his aunt^ 
Lady Eleanor McCarthy, the widow of the late and mother 
of the then McCarthy Reagh.§ She resided at Kilbriton 
in the Co. Cork, in the territory of her son. M'Carthy 
was at that time in alliance wit^ and tributaiy to the 
Earl of DesmondJI The Government, therefore, endea* 
Toured to persuade the latter to give up Gerald. On the 

♦ Those had been entnuted to him hy Lord Thomas, and wen, on 
the Sod September, 1542, granted to him by the King* State Fapm, 
▼ol. iii. p. 419. 

f Ibid., YoL ii. p. S6S. 

X Ibid., p. 367. 

J He married the daughter of M'Carthy More, and onooeeded hm, 
on his death, in his cbieftauu^. 
y Jamee, fifteenth £arl. 
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9th August, 1537, Cromwell wrote as follows to Sir 
Anthony St. Ledger: " The Kinges Majeste hathe sertein 
knolege, that the same Jamys of Desmonde hath in his 
conntre Jamys de la Hyde, on called Parson Walsche; 
two most detestable tray tors, and the sonne of the late 
Erie of Kyldare, whiche he may delyver at his wyll. 
Wherefore his Gratis pleasnr is, that at your fnrst 
conferens with hym, and in your practyse for the same, 
if you shall think it convenyent, you shall declare that 
it is come to your knoledge, that he hathe in his conntre 
the sayd persons and lyke men, that semyd of yoor 
seltys to f;n ur hym, aiid wold be glad to have hym do 
that thing, that might for his owne benefyt, be acceptable 
to His Majeste; yon shall bothe demannde the said 3 
persons, and advyse hym the best you can, for an doubted 
argument of his treuthe, whiche in wordes and wryting 
he sewitb, to delyver the same to the Depute. And if 
you shall not induce hym themnto, yon shall yet assay by 
all meanes to you possible, whoir to gett into your handes 
the said persons, eyther with his wyll, or agenst his wyll, 
for I ensure you the Kinges Highnes hathe the same 
moche to hart, woU accept your service to be don therein 
most thankfully.*** 

In October, the Earl of Desmond agreed, on obtaining 
a lease of '^Orome, Adare, and other the late Erie 
of Eildares landes in the countie of Lymeric, to pay 
the rents thereof to the Kings officers." The object of 
this arrangement on the part of Desmond appears to 
have been to enable Gerald to obtain possession of his 

* State f apen, yol ii. p. 467. 
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father's castles and manors, as on the 30th December, Sir 
W. Brabazon wrote to CromweU as follows: — " And to 
advertize jouie Lordship of yoang Ganet, who, as I am 
informed, lieth about Orome and Adare, my Lord De- 
putie, not onelie by sendyng of letters, but also by privey 
messyngers, doeth and hath done the best he can to 
atteym hym.**^ 

In order to earry on negotiations with the Earl of 
Desmond, Koyal Commissioners were appointed, and a 
conference was held between them and William Walsh, 
Mayor of Youghal, and Patrick Gold, of Eilmallock, 
Secretary to the Earl oi' Desmond, on the 10th December, 
1537. The following are among the articles delivered 
by the Commissionen: — **Item, where as the yonge 
Gerald Fitz Gerald, second sonne to the late Brie of EQ« 
dare, hath withdrawen hymself from the Kintris Magesty 
without grouude or cause, His Grace, nothing myndyng 
to the said Gerald Fitz Gerald, but honor and welthe, 
and to have cherisshed hym as his kynsman, in like sorte 
as his other brother is cherisshed with his mother in the 
roiahoie of England, we require the said Lord James of 
Desmond to writ unto the said Gerald Fits Gerald, 
advising hym in like sortes as his uncle, the Lord 
Deputie, hath doon, to submitte hjmself to the Kinge, his 
SoyraignLord, and if he will not so doo at his gentyll 
monicion, then to procede ayenst hym, and his complices, 
as ayenst the Kinges rebelles and disobaysauntes. Item, 
if the said Gerald Fitz Gerald doo, at the monicion of the 
said Lord James of Desmond, submitte hymsel^ and 

* state Papers, vol. it. p. 52S. 
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Gomme to the said Lord James of Desmond, upon 
certificat therof to us the said Commissioners made, we 

the same Commissioners concede, that the said Gerald 
Fitz Gerald shall have the Konges most gracious pardou 
for his said ahsentyng, and for all other offences doon to 
our said Sovraign Lord, and to he from thensforth taken 
as tiie Kinges true and loving suhject."* 

These terms were evaded hj the £arl, who was aware 
that the cause of Gerald, now the chief of tiie Genddines, 
would soon become the lailj iiig poiutof a confederacy of 
the Irish Chiefs. 

A negotiation had for some time heen carried on for a 
marriage hetween Manus ODonnell of Tyrconnell and 
Lady Eleanor McCarthy. She at last consented to it, at 
the urgent desire of her kindred, who hoped thus to secure 
an asylum for Gerald, and to form an alliance which 
should eventually lead to his restoration. In May, 1638, 
messengers having been sent to her by O'Donnell, 
O'Neillft and the Earl of Desmond, Lady Eleanor, with 
her nephew Gerald, accompanied by James Delahide, Sir 
Richard Walsh, (who had been cli;i})l;iiii to the late Earl, 
and had returned from his fruitless mission to the Em- 
peror,) Thomas Leverous, and a slight escort^ went into 
Thomond, where she was hospitably reoeiyed by O'Brien. 
Thence they proceeded into Galway, to Ulick dc Burgh, 
afterwards Earl of Clanricarde, who escorted them to the 
northern M^William Burke, of Sligo, and from thence 

• state Papers, vol. ii. p. 587. 

t Gon Booagh, fint ooann to Geiald, and younger btotlier and 
raoeeisor of Tnrlogh and Art O'NeilL 
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they passed into TyrconneU or Don^;al, without having 
experienced any obstruction. 

Thb journey from the south to the north of Ireland is 
remarkable as showing the sympathy of the Irish popu- 
lation and tlic want of information on the part of the 
Government, who, notwithstanding the anxiety of the 
King to obtain possession of Gendd, were only informed 
of his departure and of the marriage of Lady Eleanor 
with O'Duuiicll by common report after both events bud 
taken place. 

On the dth June, 1538, the Treasurer, Sir William 

Brabazon, wrote to the Chief Justice, Aylmer, and the 
Master of the Rolls, Allen:— "The late Erie of Kildare 
his suster is gon to be maried to Manns 0 Donell, with 
whom is gon yong Gerrot, Delahides, and others, which 
I like not."* And on the same day Justice Luttrel 
wrote to Aylmer : — Elyenour Fitz Gerrot, lat wyff to 
Mac Carty Ryagh, is past throw Tomownd and so throw 
Conaght to Ulster, to Manns 0 Downyll to mary with 
hym; and with hir is gon Gerrot, son to the lat Erie 
of Kiidar. We doubt part of his goyng ther, lest his 
trust scholdbe^ by the aide of the North and Scotland, to 
mak werre. But 0 Neyl saith he wyll kep good peace,"t 
On the 10th June, the Council of Ireland, in a letter 
to Cromwell, stated: — Furthermore, one Alienor 
Fitz (rerald, sister to the late Erie of Kildare, late wiff 
of a gi etc capiteyn of Monnestre, named McCarte Riaghe, 
who hathe bene the principale refuge and succor of the 
yonge Gerald Fitz Gerald, and sithen his departure out 

♦ state Papers, vol. iii. p. 18. f ibid. p. 19. 
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of the Englishry is nowe, withe tbc same Gerald, two of 
James Fitz Geruldes sonnys, and other his adlierentes, 
departed oat of Moanestre, throwe 0 Brenes eoiintre and 
Connaght, to ODonyll, to thentent the said Alienor 
shuld be to 0 Donyll maried; so as the combynaciori of 
ONeilly* being ncre of kyn to the said Alienor and 
Gerald, with 0 Donyll, and them unto whome, Irishe 
Scottes oft tymes resortithe, and in a maner are at ther 
draght and pleasure, is moche to be doubted.1 

On the 2Sth Jnne, the £arl of Ormonde wrote 
as fellows to the Conndl of Irehind : ^ Pleasid your 
Wisedomes to be advertysid, that nowe is cume to me 
Teige Mc Cormoke, the laste Cormoke Oges sonn, and 
hath adTorfysid me that my Lady EUenor Fitz Gerald, 
th Erie of Kildarcs sustcr, which was Mc Artte Reaghes 
wife, and the yonge Gerald, the said Erles sonn, be 
departid and gone from Monyster to 0 Donyll is contie; 
and, as the saide Teige saith, he, ne hb wile, the said 
Ellenors dughter, was not previe to hir departing, with 
the said yonge Gerald; and Mc Artte Beagh, that now is, 
hir Sonne, went with him to James of Desmond, where 
they did mete 0 Donyll and 0 Neiles messingtis, that 
came against the said yonge Gerald^ and there, togethers 
with the messingers, the said £Uenor and Gerald toke 
their jomay to 0 Brene, and tfaerfaense to Mc Willam, 
and from thense to the other Mc Willam is contre, and 
so forth thrughe the Irishrie, till they came within 7 
myle to 0 Donyll is centre, where oon £e Mc Cragbe, a 

•flonolLidyAlioeKtiQenld, otter of Ltdy ElMaor. 
t State Faperi, toL iii. p. 88. 
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rymor, which dweUidi in the contre of Tiperarie, then 

bemg in that parte at leniyng, dud mete with them, 
and kepte company togetherB, till they came to 0 Donills 
honse; and after ther corny ng thether, the said 0 Donyll 
hatli sent for 0 Neill, the yonge Geraldes nighe kynuys- 
man, who glad ('[uue to them, and tliere, by the procure- 
ment of the said EUenor, the said O Donyll and 0 Neile 
were honnde and swome togethers to take oon parte 
with the said Gerald against the EDglishrie, and have 
fond suerties, otherwise callid shmteghe, the oon of them 
npon the other, according therolde use and cnstome, for 
t]ie due performans of the same. The said rymor, then 
being present, have sejn and harde ther combjnacion 
after that sorte aa they ar fully determynid to take 
oon parte with the said yonge Gerald against th 
Inglisbrie ; and hath appointid 24 horsmen, well 
appandllid, to wayte npon the said Gerald, at his 
pleasure. This lymor tdte me that the eomen reaporte 
was, thrughe ODonyll is contre, that the Scottish King 
have sent to 0 Don ill that he shnld fynde the meanes to 
send the said Gerald to him to Scotland ymediatly after 
his comyng to 0 Donill; to what purpose or intente I 
can not tell; but I do think perfectly that the sendinge 
of this yonge hoy to 0 Donyll and 0 Nellie was partely 
practisid and devisid by James of Desmond, O'Brene, and 
other Iryshmen of Muunyster of the Gi;raldyns secte. 
And if any stirring be, I insure you, that Fargananym 
0 EarroU will be oon of the principall and chief 
capitains of the same, what so evyr shall be said or 
reaportid to the contrary."* And again, on the 

* State Pftpen, yoL iii. p. 44* 
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20th July, in a letter to R. Cowley, the Earl wrote; 

Sethens my last writting both to mj Lord Pievie 
Seale and you, I have had witting out of Ullestere, 
that ODonell and Tiege Me Kahili Oge, nowc calkd 
O'Connor Connaght, who were hitherto mortall enemy es 
togetheiB for the castell of Slygoo, are brought nowe to 
be frendes, and determynid to take oon parte with the 
yonge Gerald against the Kins^, by the meanes of my 
Lady Ellianor Fitz Gerald, the Erie of Kildures susther, 
who haye practised many others in Connaght and 
UUeater to be of the same mynde .... The Bishop 
O'Donyll,* James Delahidc, Maister Lurons, and Kobert 
Walshe, ar gone as messingers from O'Doniil, Ocelli, 
and the yonge Gerald, th £rle of Eildares sonn, to 
Scotland, to praye ayde of the Scottishe King; and befor 
ther going all the geutilmen of Ullester, for the more 
parte promeysid to reteyne as many Scottes as they had 
bro|^t wiih them, at ther owne oostes and charges, 
during ther being in the countre."t 

On the 12th December, 1538, in a letter from the 
Council to Cromwell, it is stated that it is reported that 
Gerald had made his escape to Scotland ; and that 
having examined James Bathe, one of the "Deputies 
counsaille,'' whether he had any knowledge of it, he 
declared that about twenty days before, Prior Walshe had 
written from Ulster to the Deputy, saying that in three 
or four days Gerald intended to sail over the sea.t 

In May, 1539, Lord L. Grey wrote to the King that 
O'Neill and ODonnell had agieed to meet him at Cariyc 

# Biahop of Berry, f State Papers^ vol. iii. p. 52. X Ihid., p. 1 10. 
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Bradagh, near Dundalk, on the 30tlt April, and had 

promised to hnnrr Gerald to the Lord Deputy ; that 
neither appearing, he had marched into Armagli ; but 
that being impeded bj heavy rains, he had concluded 
peace with OWIL* 

On the 31st October, 1539, Lord L. Grey wrote from 
the Kinges Castell of Maynuth,'' to Cromwell :— " At 
tbys tyme I thowgfat that 0 Neyll and I showlde haye 
mett, and the sayd GeraLle wuldc have come with hym; 
and yf the caes had soo chaunsed, 1 wolde surelye have 
takyn him ; and yf not, by the othe that I have made 
to my soveraign Lorde and Master, I wolde have taken 
the sayd 0 Neyll and a kept him, tyll he had causyd the 
sayd Geralde to have byn delyvered to my handes.t 

On the 26th May, 1539, Sir William Brabason wrote 
to Cromwell as follows : — " It is good your Lordship 
move the Kinges Majestic, that by sum maner of 
meanes this boy might be had, tho£^ he shuld be bought 
of sum of the tray tors aboute hym, and tbei to have 
their pardoTis, whoez power after his taking is nothing."^ 

On the iOth July, J« Allen, in a letter to CromweU, 
advises that five or six ships and 700 or 800 men, widi 
artillery, should be sent to the coast of O'DonneH's 
country, while all the troops in the country should march 
there by land, to force O'Donnell to submission, for " as 
long as this yong traytor Gerald, and his cumpany, be 
abrode, we shall never be in securitie here f§ and he 
encloses the confession of Connor More O'Chonnour, 

♦ State Papers, tqL iii. p. 126. f Ibid., p. 156. 
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servannt and messenger to jong Geralde, son of the lale 

Erie of KiMare," made before the Chancellor and others 
on the 17th April, 1539, in which be states that he 
was a servant of the Bepotj, and had been sent two 
years before to Gerald, with whom he had remained ; 
that, by the advice of O'Neill and O'Doiiiidi, he was sent 
by Gerald to the OTooles of Widdow, to inquire what 
aid ibey wonld give him ; that they had replied that 
they would assist him, and that the Earl of Desmond, 
the By mesy and the Kavaoaglis woold do the same ; that 
Gerald would hare come to the Deputy, hot that CHSaSl 
would not allow him ; and that Art Oge (Jl^rjh. ha/i 
sent to Gerald before Christmas a sai&rn sberte dre^^ed 
with ailke, and a mantell of Inglish doth fringed with 
silke, and oerten money.** 

On the 8th jjeptemiKr, 1539, Robert Cowley, in a 
letter to Cromwell, wrote : ^ By the pestifenras woricyng 
of this O^DownyUea wife, th Erie of Kyldaies syiter, 
they, whoos auncestors were ever at di.scencjon, Ix-e ma/le 
oon, and their powers concur r i n have practysid to allore 
to theym, many eapeteyna of Irishmen, which nerer be- 
fore was towardes any of theym, as Clane e h(jy, 0 Korj k, 
M'Coglyn, 0 Cahan,Magwyre, Nele Gonelagh, McDeniK^, 
and many moo ; so that there never was seen in Irland 
so gi eat a boost of Irishmen, and Scottet, botfae of the 
outc Yles, and of the mayne land of SoAUnd ; and 
on the other syde the pretendid Erie of Dessmond 
hath all the strength of tiie Weet*t He oontinties 
that the Lord Deputy had, however, so dLscomfited 

• State PspsB^ ToL iiL p. 139. f Ibid., p. 146. 
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the Northerns, as to liave prevent<?d Lhclr junction 
with Desmond, and that the cause of this confedera- 
tion was that they considered the King to be a heretia 
Farther on he says : ^^I ensnere your Lordship that this 
English Pale, except the townes, and very few of the 
possessioners, bee soo a£Gectionat to the Greraldynes, that 
for kynrede, maryage, fostering, and adhering as fol- 
lowers, they coveite more to see a Geraldyn to reigne and 
triumphe, then to see God come emong^ theym ; and 
yf they might see this yong Gerotes baner displayed, if 
they should lose half their snhstance, they wold rejoise 
more at the same, then otherwise to gayne great 
goodes.""* 

In the beginning of 1540, the Irish confederacy was 

still in existence. On the 18th January, the Loid 
Deputy (Grey) and the Council informed the King 
that the detestable traictors, yonge Geralde, 0 Nele, 
0 Donyll, the pretendid Erie of Desmonde, 0 Brene, 
0 Connor, and 0 Mulmoy," continued to destroy the 
property of His Majesty's subjects, to subdue the whole 
land to the supremacy of the Pope, and to debate the 

Geriildines. 

About the middle of March, 1540, Lady Eleanor 
(yDonnell, suspecting that it was the intention of her 
husband to surrender Gerald to the English Government, 
resolved to send him away. She engaged a merchant 
vessel of St. Malo, which happened to be in Donegal Bay, 
to convey a small party to the coast of Brittany. She 
then gave 140 gold Portugueses to Gerald, and sent him 

* 9tate Fftpen, toL iii. p. 148. 
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with hU tutor, Leverons, and Robert Wahh, a faiihfiil 

servant of his father, on board in a small boat. He was 
dressed in a saffiron coloured shirt like one of the natives. 
The Teasel immediately set sail^ and arriyed ssfelj at 
St. ^lalo, where Gerald was hospitably received bj the 
Goyemor, Hons, de GhateaubhaDd.* 

Bartholomew Warner, an agent oi the EngUsh GoYem- 
ment, who sent an account of this transaction to Sir 
John Wallop, the English Ambassador in France, says 
that it was arranged by O'Donnell himself ; but Stani- 
bursty who had conversed with Gerald aflber his resto> 
ration to the earldom, on this subject, says tliat it waa 
Lady Eleanor who planned the escape, and that having 
secured the safety of her nephew, she reproached CDon- 
nell for his treachery, and telling him that the only 
inducement to marry him no longer existing, she would 
not remun with a traitor, and trussing up bag and 
baggage, she foisoke 0 Doneyle, and returned to hir 
country.** 

On the 17th March, 1540, Grey wrote as follows to 
Cromwell ; — Yt was bruted that yong Geralde went in 
to Frairace, wich thing then I thought best shuld not 
abyn noyscd, tjll surer kuoledge had hjn thereof ; 
sertefieng your Lordshipp that syns Orayle, Sir Gemld 
FitzGersld, Knight, th Abbot of Clonaid, hath sent me 
sure word tliat the said Geralde ys departid into Fraunce, 
for every of them sent spycs at my commaundement t ) 
know the trouthe, who hath brought than sur woorde of 
bis departur, as thei have advertised me. 1 doubt not 

• KoHndwd, iii. 102. 
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jour Lordship will work lieriu for his apprehension, as 
je shall thlDke good* Wold God he wer ons in hoIt» or 
rjde owt of the worde. It shiild be mjch for the 
quyetnes of the Kynge's poor subjectes here."* 

The following account of Gendd's escape is contiuued 
in a letter, signed Barthilmew Warner,** and addressed: 
** A Monseigneur, Monseigiicr FArabassadeur d'Angle- 
terre, estant a present a la Court de France. A la 
Courts" and dated, ^ Bennes, 22nd May, 1840/ 

Pleasjthe hit your Lordeship to nnderstonde, that 
at my cummyng liitber, I have (according as I am 
bownde ehefely to Grode and to my Frincei as also to 
fiillfyll your Lordeshtps commanndement) enquiryde, as 
diligently as T cowldc, bothe off Yn»rleshmen and other, 
and sent also one, which is my solicytor in this towne^to 
St Malo, purposely to leme the manor how the brother 
of Thomas Fylzgarethe was convayed owt of Irland, and 
of hys aryvyng in thes partis. Wher he was instruct, 
on the manor folowing, of the selfe panone which brought 
him over, whos name is Allen G<»Temor8, dwelling in 
St. Malo, that he, being with his shipe on marchandyse 
in Trlande, ner unto thos parties wher great Adonels 
abyding is, ther came unto him the sayde Adonel, with 
certeyne other (as men callythe tiiem) religlonse par- 
sones, or men of the Churche, the which intreatyd with 
him to bring over the sayde Fylzgarethe ; the which 
thing was agrcyd, and an acte passyd between tiiem, 
sygned by a notary. The name of the place wher yt 
was made, nor off the notary, my sayde solicitor cowlde 

* Bute Papers, toI. uL p. 198. 



V 



Digitized by 



EARLS OF KILDARE. 



193 



not tell me. In the which acte he was bownde to render 
him saffe alande at St. Malo, and the other that shuld 
pase lykewyse with him, and a certejne nnmher of 
silver vesst 11 also. The sayd Fylzgarathe was convayde 
aborde the ship in the nyght in a small cQcke, havyng 
on bat a safironyd shnrtt^ and barheaddyd, Ijke one of 
the wyllde Treshe, and with him 3 persons. The one 
was a prest, bis name they know not, but they say he is 
his scole masteri* and hathe govemyd him ever sins the 
deathe of his fitther, the which they say also kepythe him 
so under, that, and yff he rebuke liim never so little, he 
treamblythe for fear. The seconder name they heard 
say is Kobert^t his surname they knew not. And the 
other he herde not callyde by his name, wherefore he 
cowlde give me no knowledge therof. After ther 
departing from Trlande they anryvd at MarleSit wher as 
he was well rece\ ^ \ d of the captayne, whiche leadde him 
thronghe the tow we by the Ijan lL ; wher he taryed 8 or 
4 days, and strayghtwayes the captayne sent word to 
Monsieur de Chaterbriande off therarrivyng there. And 
a yong man of Waterforde, which is her in sewt, as I 
ame, tolde me that he hcrde of a marchant of Merles, 
that ther wer certeyne Tngleshe marchantes^ that went 
to se him, and to speake with him ; but tborongh the 
meanes of tbe prest. as we suppose, the captayne wold not 
sufier them to cumme uer him. And frome thens they 
came in the sayde shippe to Saynt M alo^ where he was 
also well rescyvyd of them of the town, and specially of 
Jacques Quartier, the pilott, whiche your Lordeship spake 

* Lereroni. f Bobert Wakh. | Morlaix. 
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off at my being at Sonne,* who leadde bim to the 

captayns deputye of the towne, which welcomyd him 
according to his powr. And ther he taryed 5 or 6 dayes, 
lodegyd at the aforenamyd Alen Govemon bowse, 
wberas the most parte of Ynglesemarcbantes ar lodegyd 
when they ciimme thether ; and ther Monsieur do 
Chaterbriands post met him, whicbe, as I conjectur, 
ledde thether horse for him, for he brongbt rum owt 
of Yi'lande with him, nor yet great store of muiiey, for 
be was fayne to geve of his silver vessell for his passage. 
And on £ster Xewsday at nyght, ryding one bis 
jomey towardes Shaterbriand, he aryved in tins towne 
acompanyd with sayd post, and with him also Jacques 
Quartieri Alen Governor, with divers others of St^ Malo. 
And her he made the sayd Alen Governor aquitansefor 
that he ^vas bownd in Yrland, as well for his pai*son, as 
for his plate, and the other that camme with him. And 
in all this cowntre, wher he passyd, be was, and is to 
this day, namyd to be King off Yrland, and that the King 
our Master bathe disheretyd him of hys ryght The 
which thing I think to prosede sonner of them of St 
Malo, than of the sayd Garethe or of eny of his, for they 
say that they cowlde speake scant a word of Frenshe. 
And the next day in the mornyng, which was Wedens- 
day, Ihe proqnror for the bnrgoys of this towne went to 
bis lodegyng and welcomyd bim, desyring him to tary 
all that day to se the towne, and the coinmodites thei^of j 
the which Monsieur Chaterbriands post refusyd by cause 
he was commaundyd to bring him strayght thether; 

*IUni«i. 
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wher he was well resaejyyd, and servyd lyke as shuld 
apparteyne to a man of great estal And fiome thensi 
as one Monsienr Chaterbrtands servantes toMe me, that 

he departed towarde the Cowrt; and, as yt is sayd, he 
goythe thether to presente himaelfe to the Dolfine, to 
desire him of ayde. And snnime agayne say the, that he 
goythe to desyr hira to briog him into his Princis crrace. 
I trust your Lordship knowythe the trowthe long or this 
time, for I marvel that he was not aryvyd at the Cowrt, 
before your Lordships departing from Koune, except he 
hathe left that purpose, and is gone to the Bishoppe of 
Borne, fearing the treatis of peace, which is betwen the 
King oar Master and the Frenshe King; which thing 
they of St. Malo, and specyally thos that brought hym 
over, dothe &ar lykewyse, lest they shulde be punyshed 
for ther bryngyng bother of him. Hit is pitie that he 
hathe hade so yll cownsell, to use him self in maner 
agaynst his Lurde and Prince, for they say that he is a 
propre yong gentilman.'^* 

In August, 1540, CDonnell, having made his snb- 
misbiorij received a letter of forgiveness.! It is remark- 
able that his wife, Lady Eleanor, did not sue for pardon 
until 1545. O'Neill also, and O'Connor Faly, having 
submitted, were pardoned, the former in September, and 
the latter in November. The Earl of Desmond was 
acknowledged as Earl in Febmary, 1541, and O'Brien's 
adhesion was given in the November following. In 
that year also a pardon was grunted to " Owen Keynan, 
of Cappervarget) near Bathangan, Harper, otherwise 

• bUiLc Papers, vol. iii. p. 21 1. f ^^id., p. 2S1. 
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Owen Kuyiian, servant of Gerald, late Earl of Kildare, 
otherwise Owen Rymour, otherwise Keyiian, the Poet, 
otherwise Owen Keynan Eeyege, Bard," and to Cornelius 
Kejnan, hb son.* 

For some years previously complaints had been sent 
to England of the conduct of Lord Leonard Grej,t in 
favouring Brian O'Connor Faly, Ferganainm O'Carroll, 
Mui iuagli O'Brien, and other friends of the Geraldines. 
On the 28th March, 1538, James White wrote to Crom- 
well of Lord Leonard: ^His inventions and proced- 
inges b supposid to be such, conforming him selfe moche 
to the counsaile of thos, that wer great about th Erie of 
£.ildare and his suster, that he hath in maner alyenatid 
from him the appetittis of the Kiuges most tren and 
faithful! subgietes;"! and on the 26th April, 1538, 
Matthew King also, in a letter to Cromwell : "O'Couour 
ys lyke to do well, for as yet he is abedient He hath 
ben all this Ester with my Lorde Deputie at May now th, 
and 10 of his horsemen with him/' On the 20th Juiic, 
Lord Butler, in a letter to A. Cowley, says : " My Lord 
Deputie is the Erie of Kildare newly borne againe, not 
oonly in distrnying of thoos that alway hav servid the 
Kinges Majestie, but also in mayntenyng the hole secte, 
band and aliaunce of the said Erie, afber so vehement 
and cruell a sorte, as the like hath not been seen, to be 
bydden by. O^Connour, that evyr hath been the oonly 
ficourire of the English Pale, who hath marled th Erie 
of Kildares doghter, is bis right hand ; and who but 

* Dalton's Kildare, MS. f He was uoole to Qenld. 
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he ? 0 Kanroll, nowe Fargannany m, tliat hath married the 

said Erles other doghter, and was alway the conductour 
of the traictour Thomas Fitz Gerald to the Trishrie) is 
now in faTour with him, noo man like, next to O'Oonnonr. 
In 80 monche that he hath lately sent his household 
servauTitc's and his awne company, with the said Ferga- 
nanym, to besiege the castel of Byrr ; whiche, as you 
knowe, is my Lord my Fathers inheritans ; like as the 
Erie of Eildare dud at the beginyng of his rebellion, &c. 
. • . . 0 Neile, th Erie of Kildares kynnysman and cheitie 
band, who alway, as well in my Lord of Northfolkes 
tyme, being the Einges Lieutenaunt, as also in Sir Wil- 
liam Skeffington is tyme being Ills Graces Deputie, Wvas 
the scourge that the said Erie had uppon the bordores of 
Mith and Uriell, when the said £rle wolde procure him 
to styrre, is now monche made of by my said Lord 
Deputie ; in so mouche that he doth promeys to bringe 
him to Dublin to here the swerde afore him, as he dud 
before the Erie of Kildare/* Among Aylmer and Allen's 
accusations against Lord L. Grey in June, 1538, are 
the following : "Oou Thomas Albanagh, late messenger 
to th Erie of Kildare, a false traitor, and nowe in grat 
truste with my saide Lorde and "where yong Gerot, 
son to the late Erie of Kildare, being the saitl Lorde 
Deputies susters sou, was not oonlie at the said Lorde 
Deputies commaundement, and in his custodie, long 
before the apprehensyon of the Geraldynes ; but also, 
being and contynuyug within 3 myles of Maynothe, 

* State Pi^rs, vol. iii. p. S3. f Ibid., p. 36. 
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a good space after tbeir apprehension, the same Geralde 

dtpuititl out of the countrey peaciblye to, the Kinges 
ennemy's and rebelles wher he now is."* 

Of St. Leger, howeTer, Thomas Agard, wrote, on the 
4th April, 1538 : " As for Irand, excepte it be a verrey 
few, which owe ther hertes to the Garroldjns, and are 
bronde at the hertes with a ' G.' for the same, I thinke, 
the will sey ther never cam man of his degree Ijke in 
favor thorrow the lande, as he is."t 

In September, 1540, the King wrote to St. Leger, 
ordering articles of accusation to be prepared against 
Lord Leonard Grey, who had been created Viscount 
Graney. These articles were forwarded by the Ck)uncil 
in October, 1540.t Among them are the following : — 

That being Deputy, he had formed a private cooncil 
of friends of the (aeraldiru s, viz., Justice Tlis. Ilowth, 
James iiathe, SirGeraLl Fitz Gu jild, Walter Guiding, of 
the Grange, and John irield.S That though Gerald 
was long in Kildare with his tutor Leverotis, he had 
suffered them to depart. That he corresponded with 
Gerald, while the latter was in an Abbey on the borders of 
Westmeath. That he had a servant called Robert Walsh, 
brother of Prior Walsh, and son of William WaLsh, stan- 
dard-bearer to the late Earl of Kildare, whicli Kobert, 
having been standard-bearer to Thomas Lord Offiftly, on 
the committal of the latter to the Tower, had taken his 
jewels to Lord L. Grey, who concealed them, and only 
surrendered a portion of them on its becoming known 

♦ State Papers, vol. iii. p. 39. f Ibid., vol. ii. p. 567. 
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that they were in his possession ; that he had appointed 
fi. Walsh keeper of his chamber-door, and of the door of 
the Coancil chamber and Parliament House ; and that 
Walsli, having left his service, had entered into that 
of Gerald and bad accompanied him into Munster. 
That Lord L. Grey had so mnch confidence in 0'Con« 
nor, as to pass through his country with a very small 
retinue into O'Carroirs country, of which Ferganainm 
vas chief, who was foster-son and son-in-law to the £arl 
of Eildare, and who had been the King's open enemy in 
the late rebellion ; that he then passed into Desmond, 
where he met the Earl ; that in Thomond he had formed 
a friendship with O'Brien's wile, who was sister to the 
Earl of Desmond, and who had been " an entier frend to 
the traitor Thomas Fitz Gerald that he then passed 
into Connanght, having as safe conduct only one of 
(yBrien's galloglasses, bearing an axe before him ; and 
that he had then deposed the M'William from his seig- 
nory of Clanricarde, and appointed to it Ulick de Burgh. 
That in consequence of his connexion with the Geraldines, 
he was opposed to the Butlers, and persecuted their 
friends. That he was god-father to O'Neill's son, who 
was nephew to the Earl of Kildare. And that he had 
promised a pardon to Gerald and Leverous if they 
would surrender themselves, and had repeatedly sent 
Prior Walsh to Grerald in Tyrconnell.* 

These and other charges not only led to Lord Graney's 
recall in 1510, but to his conviction for high treason, 
and to his execution on Tower Hill on the 28th June, 
1541. 

* State Papers^ toI. iii. p. 248. 
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The £arl of Kildare, many years subsequently, being 
asked if it was true or &lse that Lord L. Grey bad 

corresponded with him, and had assisted him in his 
escape, replied that ^^he never qiake with the Lorde 
Gray, never sent messenger to him, nor reoeyved messen- 
ger or letter from liim."* 

Gerald remained a month with Monsieur de Chateau- 
briand, who sent a messenger announcing his arrival to 
Francis I. The King sent for him to Paris, and placed 
him with the young Dauphin, afterwards llenry II. 

As soon as it was known that he was in France, the 
English Ambassador, Sir John Wallop^ made a formal 
demand that the terms of the treaty, by which each of 
the two Sovereigns was bound not to harbour any sub- 
ject of the other when called upon to deliver him up^ 
should be fulfilled in this case, and added that the boy 
was the brother of a notorious traitor, who had been 
executed in London. Francis evaded this demand, 
requiring a special conmiission to that effect from his 
sovereign. Wallop then despatched a messenger to 
England for further instructions. 

On the 6th September, 1541, Thomas Bamaby wrote 
to Henry YIII. from Bouen, that he had been sent a 
short time before, by Sir John Wallop, to the French 
Court, to procure letters to various parts of France, and 
particularly to the Lieutenante Creminell of Paris, for 
the taking of Garret Fiz Garret, with those that were 
with him." That he had long sought for them in vain, 
but had at last arrested a '^Breteyn, named Yyncent 

* Holinahed, iii. 109 
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Noblet,'* who had been Gerald's guide, by order of the 
Commandant of Morlaix, and with him one Darbj, 
and had seized SDch staffs and money'' as Gerald liad 
in his lodging, but could not find the hoj himselE 
That, on the 26th January, 1541, on his way from 
Fans to fiouen, he had met Noblet, who was going 
to the iSair of Ronen, and had invited him to dinner; 
uud, having become very intimate with him, had asked 
him where Gerald was. He at ^t denied all know« 
ledge of him; but when he said that he would be well 
ruwiirdcd if he would cause the child to be duUvered up, 
and that it would be a meritorious act, as the boy would 
hereafter corse the time he first knew those who had led 
him into rebellion against his Prince, he replied that he 
would not for £20,000 have him given up, except under 
a promise of pardon; that he loved the child above all 
men, and wished in God the Einges M^estye knewe his 
vertuous and gcntill condieiuns that war in him;" that 
he hud heard him often say that he wold to God that 
he were in the Kinges foyor, and with his mother in 
England;" that Walsh and Leverons, as soon as they 
could get money, intended to go to Cardinal Pole ; 
that Walsh was *^ a stnbbome kankerde^harted fellowe," 
and kept the child in great awe, and beat him naked if 
he spoke to any one he did not like, but that Leverous 
was a right sober maUi who wished the child had his 
pardon,"* 

To relieve the King of France from farther embar- 
rassmenti Gerald was privately sent with Leverous to 

* State Faperip vol. iit. p. 2S1. 
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Valenciennes, in Flanders, then part of the dominions 
of the Emperor Charles V. The English Ambassador, 
however, sent one of his suite, James Sherlock, to 
Valenciennes, as a spy upon their movements. Leyerous 
discovered this, and gave information of it to the Simnish 
Governor, who sent for Sherlock, and under pretence 
that, on examination, he could not give a satisfactoiy 
account of himself, threw him into prison. He then 
sent Gerald to Brussels, where the Emperor held his 
Court. 

Charles V. was willing to protect Gerald, hut aa the 

English Ambassador, Dr. Oates, had been instructed to 
demand his surrender, he was sent privately to the 
Bishop of Liege, the Emperor allowing him a hundred 
crowns amonth. The Bishop treated him very honourably, 
and placing him in a monastery at Liege, watched over 
his safety. After he had been there six months, hia 
kinsman, Cardinal Reginal Pole, who had in the mean- 
while received intelligence of his place of retreat, invited 
him to go to Italy. Gerald, before his departure, 
resigned his pension to the Emperor, and the Cardinal, 
on his arrival at Rome, settled upon him an aiuiuity of 
300 crowns, and treated him with the greatest affection. 
He placed him successively with the Bishop of Verona, 
the Cardinal of Mantua, and the Duke of Mantua * in 
order that he might be fully instructed as a scholar and 
an accomplbhed gentleman. The Duke added a pension 
of d(K> crowns to that which he already received from 
the Cardinal. His tutor, Leverous, who had watched 

* Fred«rick Gonziga. 
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Ttiik so much fidelity over bis safety, was at the same 
time, through the interest of Cardinal Pole, admitted 
into the English monastery at Rome, called St. Thomas' 
Hospital; and Kobert Walsh returned to Ireland.* 

In the years 1544 and 1545, it was romonred in 
Ireland that the King of France was preparing to land 
a stroDg force to accompany Gerald to that country. 
On the 20th May, 1544, Sir William Brabazon, who 
held the office of Lord Justice in the absence of the 
Lord Deputy, and the Council of Ireland, wrote to 
Heniy VI IL that the Mayor and citizens of Wexford, 
had informed them that " by suche espyall as they have 
from parties beyonde the sea, yong Geralde, th Erie of 
Kyldares sonne, late being in Italy, ys come into 
Brytayne, to the town of Nantes ; at what place ther 
ys, by appoyntement of the Frenche Kyng, a navy 
prepared to sett the sayde Greralde, with an armye, into 
this your Realm," and that the inhabitants of Waterford, 
hearing that they intended to lay siege to the city, were 
making preparations to resist the invaders. They 
therefore advised that the Royal forces should be 
increased, as they suspected that the McCarthys and 
O'Connors Faly would be ready to join the enemy.t 
Again, on the 13th June, they stated that they were 
informed that a force of 15,000 men was assembled at 
Brestt And the 14th April, 1545, Sir A. St. Leger wrote 
to the Privy Conncil that he was informed that in the 
beginning of summer there would be sent to the North 
of Ireland a certeyn capteyn of the wylde Scottes, and 

* Holinthed, iii. 102. f State Papers, toL iii. p. 501. { lUd., p. 504. 
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tihat the French King wolde sende jonge Gerralde, with 

some power with liym, to joyne with the said Scottes 
and again, on the 6th of May, he wrote, that in case of 
inTBsion, he had cBBsed heacons to be erected roand 
the coasts.t In June, 1545, however, Lady Eleanor 
0 Donneil having received the royal pardon, all fears of 
inTaBloQ appear to haye subsided. 

When Gerald had been at Mantua eighteen months. 
Cardinal Pole recalled him to Rome, and continued to 
oA erlook his education, ordering his masters to correct 
his faults, but himself not appearing to be aware of 
them."t In 1544, when he was tighteen years of age, 
the Cardinal consulted him as to whether he wished to 
continue his studies, or to travel to foreign courts, and 
thus become acqufunted with the world. He chose the 
latter, and proceeded, with letters of introduction from 
the Cardinal to Naples, where he became acquainted 
with some Knights of St John, and accompanied them 
to Malta. Two of his uncles had belonged to that Order, 
which, probably, led to his acquaintance with the Jinights. 
He soon after sailed to Tripoli, which was at that 
time a fort of the Knights on the coast of Barbary, and 
served for six weeks under Monthrison, the commander 
of the garrison, against the Turks and Moors. During 
the tame he was with the Knights, they took and plun« 
dered some rich towns and villages near the coast. He 
consequently returned to Malta with honour and a large 
amount of boo^. 

• Btote Bipen, toL iu. p. 514. f P* ^^7. 

t HoHnflhed, iu. 103. 
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At the end of about a year, in Xo45) he returned to 
Rome, where he was joyfully received by the Cardinal, 
who increased his pension from 300 crowns to £300, 

and introduced him to the service of Cosmo Je Medici, 
Duke of Florence. Cosmo appointed him Master of his 
Horse, with a pension of 300 doeats per annum, in 
addition to the £800 which he received from the 
Cardinal, and tlie 300 crowns irom the Duke of Mantua. 
This pension was for his life, or until his Irish estates 

* 

should he restored to him. He remained at the Court 

of Cosmo for three years. 

The following adventure, which happened to him at that 
time, is related by Stanihurst, who had conversed with 
the Earl, and to whom he probably related it : — Having 
" travelled to Rome a-shroving of set purpose to be 
merry," he was one day hunting with the nephew of the 
Pope, Cardinal Famese, when, in the eagerness of the 
pursuit of a buck, he became separated from his company, 
and being unacquainted with the locality, fell into a 
deep pit. His horse was killed by the fall, but grasping 
some roots at the side of the pit, he clung for some 
time to them, and when he could hold no longer, slid 
down upon the body of his horse, and stood upon it for 
three hours over his ankles in water. When his 
favourite Irish greyhound, named Grif hound," missed 
his master, he followed his track, and stood at the edge 
of the pit, howling. Cardinal Famese and his train, 
having meanwhile sought for him in vam, were at 
length guided tu tiic pit by the barking of the dog; 
and having procured ropes in a neighbouring viUage, 



Digitized by Google 



206 



XAELS OF KILDARB. 



they succeeded In rescuing him ^ to tbe singular 

gratulation of tlie Cardinal and all his friends."* 

It is mentioned in the Gherardiui Papers," that 
Gerald was about this time staying on a vbit at Padua 
and Venice, with Monsignor Piero Oamesecchi, and 
with him visited Florence, where he, probably, made 
acquaintance with the members of the Gherardiui 
family. It is also mentioned that some Florentine 
merchants, having visited England in 1550, had hrought 
back some dr»trs as presents from the Earl of Kildare, 
and that in 1566, Monsignor Giiolano Fortinii having 
announced his marriage with a daughter of Piero 
Gherardini, to his brother Pagalo, in London, received 
soon after a letter from him, in which he said that he 
had met the Earl of Kildare, who had given him several 
kinds of dogs, which he had forwarded to his brother at 
Florence. 

Gerald remained abroad until after the death of 
Henry VIIL, which happened in 1547. He then went 
to London with some foreign aniijassadors accompanied 
by his old friend, Thomas Leverous. He was considered 
one of Ihe handsomest young men of his time. At a 
masque given by Edward VI., he met Mabel, daughter 
of Sir Anthony Brown, K.G., Master of the Horse to the 
King, and step-daughter of his sister, Lady Elizabeth. 
She fell in love with him, and they were soon after 
married. Through the influence of his father-in-law, he 
was received into favour by the King, who knighted 
him, and restored to him his Irish estates by letters 
patent, dated at Wesminster, on the 25th April, 1552. 

• Holmahed, iii. 104. 
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On the lltli November, 1551, Sir James Croft, Lord 
Deputy of Ireland, wrote the following letter to the 
Duke of Northumberland : — 

** Yt male please your Grace to be advertised, that 
wheare sondrie Busshoppricks in this land be Yoyde, as 
Armagh, Cassell, and Osserie, to which chardge I hnowe 
of no men yet nomynatcd, Ijiit do ilavlv looke the Couuselis 
pleasurs therein, and specially Armagh, at wiche place, 
yf some discrete man war appoynted, and chefely suche 
a man as had lyvjng in England to mayntayne hymself, 
that thereby he mought be able to take chardge as a 
Commyssioner in those parties, without which ordre 
taken there, and in other places, it is not possyble tiiat 
the var\ nice and questions, which shall dayly ryse can 
be decydyd. And for thother Busshoppricks, beyng nere 
at hand in the more qnyeter countrey, we have not here 
any for suche a chardge, saving one Leverosse, that was 
skoole master to the Lorde Garrett, who for lernyng 
discrescon and(in outwaide apparaunce) for good lyvyng, 
is the metyst man in this Bealme and best able to preache 
both in the Englishe and the Iryshe tonge. Nevertheles 
forasmuche as he was thought an offendor, for conveying 
the said L. Garrett out of the Realme, and notwith* 
standing syns had liis pardon, 1 dare not become a suter 
for bym : all>eit, as I have said, I knowe no man so mete. 
I hard hym preache suche a sarmon, as, in my symple 
opyncon, I hard not in meny yeares. I have alredy 
y?rytten in favor of the Busshopp of Kyldare for the 
Busshopprick of Osserie, doubting lest my sute for this 
man wolde not take place, howbeit yf your Grace think 
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good upon this comendacon to preferr the man, I shalbe 

huble to avoiiche asmuchc 1 have said. K^Imanam, 
the 11th of Novembre, 1551. 

" Your graces evermore bounden 

^ at commaimdement, 

James Ceoft.* 

" To the Duk of Northumberlandes graceJ* 

It is remarkable that Leverous was ilius recommended 
in the reign of Edward YI. as the fittest man to be 
called to the Episcopa] Bench, to which he was after- 
wards raised by Queen Mary, when, on the 1st March, 
lo54, he was appointed Bishop of Kildarc, in succession 
to Thomas Lancaster, who was depriTed for having con- 
tracted marriage, and also Dean of St Patrick's, being 
the first after the restoration uf the cathedral, which had 
been suppressed in 1547. In January, 1559, the Lord 
Lieutenant, the Earl of Essex, held a Pariiament for the 
introduction of the reformed religion, when Leverous 
and Walsh, Bishops of Kildare and Meath, alone of all 
the Prelates, reiused to sanction the innovation, and were 
deprived of their sees. Leverous was also deprived of 
the Deanery for refusing to take the oath of supremacy. 
He afterwards kept a school at Adare, near Limerick, 
and, about 1577, died in the eightieth year of his age 
at Naas, and was buried there in the parish church 
of St. David. He was a native of the county of Kildare. 

* Shirky s OrigiQol Letters rektiYe to the Irish Church, p. 61. 
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In 1553, Cardinal Pole was appointed to the Arch- 
bishopric of Canterbury, and died in 1558, at the age 
of fifty-eight 

In the beginning of 1554, Gerald served with distinG- 

tion against the insurgents under Sir Thomas Wyat. On 
the 2drd April a commission was directed to him and 
others to inquire concerning all mnrders and other 

oflfeiices commiLted witiiin tlic counties of Kiidaie and 
Carlow. 

On the Ist May, he received from Queen Mary a grant 
of all such honours, castles, manors, lordships, lands, 

tenements, rents, reversions, advowsons, and other here- 
ditaments whatsoever, within the realm of Ireland, as 
came into possession of Henry YIIL by the attainder of 
his father ; and on the 13th of May he was restored to 
the titles of Earl of Kildare and Baron of Ofialy by letters 
patent, dated at the manor of St James, with a creation 
fee of £20, to be received by him and his heirs male out 
of tlio customs of the port of Dublin. The attainder, 
however, was not reversed until 1569. 

In November the Earl returned to Ireland, where he 
was received with great congratulationa and rejoicings 
of the people. 

The Four Masters, in their Annals, in the year 1553, 
rdate : ^ The daughter of O^Gonnor Faly, Mai^garet, 
went to England relying on the number of her friends 
and relatives there, and on her knowledge of the English 
language, to request Queen Mary to restore her father 
to her; and, on appealing to her mercy, she obtained her 
father, and brought him home to Ircliiiid. . . . The sons 
of the Jb^rl of Kildare, Garrett Oge and Edward, came 
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to Ireland, after having been in exile for a period of 

sixteen years in Rome, Italy, and France, and obtained 
from the Queen the restoration of their patiimonial 
inheritance and the Earldom. The son of the £arl of 
Ossory, James, son of Pierce Butler, also returned, and 
succeeded as Earl in place of his father. The heir of 
M^Gillapatrick, Brian Oge,* the son of Brian, came 
along with the sons of the Earl of Kildare and the Earl 
ofOssory. There was great rejoicing throughout the 
greater part of Leath-Mhogha because of their arrival ; 
for it was thought that not one of the descendants of the 
Earls of Kildare, or of the O'Connors Faly, would ever 
come to Ireland.** 

Soon after his arrival, the Earl was engaged in an 
expedition, thus described in tiie Annals of the Four 
Masters : — ^ A great hosting was made hy the Earl of 
Kildare and the Baron of Delvin, and a great number 
of the Irish into Ulster, against Felim Koe O'Neill,! son 
of Hugh 0*Neill, at the instance of Shane DoughaUeach, 
the son of CNeill.t They committed great depredation, 
and lost more than Mtj of their people on that expedi- 
tion." 

On the 31st May, 1555, and again, on the 3rd July, 

the Earl was nominated, with others, on a Commission 
for carrying on the Government during the absence of 
the Lord Deputy* 
In 1556| the Four Masters relate *^ Bonough, the 

• Son of the Baron of Upper Ossory, and bosom friend of 

Edward VI. 

f Of Clandeboyo. 

I Conn Bocogh, who had been oraated Eirl of Intone in IMS. 
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son of O'Conor Faly (Brien), was taken prisoner by the 
Lord Justice at Druin-damhaigbc (Drumcaw, in the 
King's County), while he was under the safe^protection 
and guarantee of the Earl of lOldare. The Lord Justice 
and the Earl each sent a messenger to the Queen to 
learn what should be done with those hostages ; for the 
Lord Justice had O^Conor and Donough, as well as 
other hostages, in his custody. O'More and Donough 
O'Conor were ai'terwards set at liberty, on account of 
their guarantees, namely, the £arl of Kildare and the 
Earl of Ormonde. This had not been eipeeted.* 

In 1557, in the Act for converting the territories of 
Offidj and Leix into the King's and Queen's Counties, 
it was provided that nothing therdn should prejudice 
the riuhts of tlie Earl. 

On the 10th August, 1557, the £ari accompanied the 
Lord Deputy, the Earl of Sussex, when he marched his 
forces into Ulster against M</onell, the Scot The 
Scots, having been deprived of tlieir booty, declined 
battle, and hid themselves in the woods ; and their 
chief soon afterwards surrendered himself and was made 
a knight This expedition lasted six weeks.* 

On the 28th October, 1558 (5 Phil. & Mary), a 
patent was passed, granting to the Earl and his Coun- 
tess Mabel, and their heirs male, the demesnes of the 
late Priory of Inch, the Monastery of Down, the Priory 
of St. John, that of St. John and St. Thomas of Down, 
and the Monasteiy of Saul, all in the County of Down. 
The rectories and tithes helonging to them were assigned 

* Ware's Annali. 



Digitized by Google 



212 



EABLS OF KILDIBS* 



to Cardinal Pole. The lands reverted to the Crown on 

the Jeatli of the Countess in IGIO.* 

On the 13th February, 1559, the lauds which formerly 
belonged to the College of Majnooth were granted to the 
Earl by Queen Elizabetb. 

In 1560, in consequence of a meeting in Limerick 
between the Earls of Kildare and Desmond, the GoTem* 
ment became alanned, and orders were sent in May to 
summon the Earl of Kildare to England; or, in case of 
his refusal to go, to place him under arrest It appears 
that some writings or books, condemnatoiy of the 
Government, bad been circulated in Ireland, of which the 
Earl was suspected of being the autlior. He went to 
England, where he soon after cleared himself from the 
charges against him.t In September articles were 
agreed on and deHvered to the Earl, who was to repair 
to Ireland to receive the oath of allegiance of Shane 
0'Neill.l He wss, however, detained until the following 
year. 

In October, loT)!, he returned to Ireland to assist 
the Lord Lieutenant, the Earl of Sussex, in carrying on 
the war in the north. Sussex was also accompanied 
in this expedition by the Earls of Ormonde, Desmond, 
Thomond, and Clanricarde. Having marched through 
Tyrone, as &r as liough Foyle, without opposition, the 
Earl of Kildare, relying on his relationship with 0*Neill,S 
offered to become the bearer of an invitation to him from 
Queen Elizabeth, to repair to her Court in England. 

♦ Patent Rolls of James I., vol. i. pp. 22-61. 

t Mooro, vol. iv. p. 26. ^ State Papers. 

§ He was first cousm, once remoyed, to the £arl. 
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O'Neill, flattered by this mark ofconciliation, was induced 
bj the persuasions of his cousin to make his submiasioo, 
and agreed to artidles of peace, whicli were signed 
by him and the Earl in the presence of Tisconnt 
Baltinglass and Lord Slane. The Lord Lieutenant 
then marched into TyrconneU, and, having restored 
Calvagh ODonnell to the chieftaincj, retarned to 
Dublin. 

In January, 1562, the Earl accompanied O'Neill to 
England, where they were received by Cecil and some 
of the principal members of the Privy CooncO. The 
Irish chieftain appeared in London, attended everywhere 
by a guard of gailoglasses, armed with axes, bareheaded, 
their hair falling in cnrls, yellow shirts, dyed with 
safiron, long sleeves, short coats, and hairy mantles. 
He marched in this order to the Palace, and was 
presented to the Queen, when he threw himself on his 
face before her, confessing his rebellion ^ with howling." 
The courtiers, amused by his haughtiness to them, 
and his professed friendship for the Queen, called him 

O'Neill the Great, cousin to St. Patrick, friend to 
Queen Elizabeth, and enemy to all the world besides."* 
The Queen granted him full pardon, and advanced him 
a loan of £300 for the expenses of his return. He 
arrived in Ireland on the 26th May. 

On the L3th April, 13^),], the Earl was joined in a 
commission with Lord Baltinglass and others for the 
government of Kildare; and on the 17th April he and 
the Archbishop of Dublin were appointed Commissioners 

* Camden, Hist, of Elizabeth. 
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in the Counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Westmeath, 
Louth, Carlo w, Wextbrd, Kilkenny, Tipperary, and 
King and Queen's Counties, during the absence of the 
Lord Lieutenant in the north, on another expedition 
against O'Neill; and "incase a necessity for raising 
the subjects for the defence of the country, the £arl 
was appointed Captain-General, to array and conduct 
the people so assembled in army."* On the 6th 
October lie was appointed a " Commissioner for causes 
ecclesiastical."t In that year the £arl8 of Kildare and 
Sussex addressed a joint letter to O^eill, urging him 
to meet them at Dimdalk, and to conclude a truce with 
the chiefs, with whom he was at war. He, however, 
refused. But Kildare haTing sent Melchior Hussey to 
advise him to submit, he consented, and again went 
under the Earl's protection to England.t 

On the 20th March, 1564, the Earl, with the Earl of 
Ormonde and Sir Henry Badclifie, were appointed 
Commissioners to parley with the O'Mores. 

On the 26th July, he and the Earl of Ormonde 
leceiTed instructions to confer with O'Neill. Accordingly, 
a parley was held between them on the dOth July, but 
it had no result, in consequence of the extravagant 
demands of the chief. 

On the 4th August, the Earl was ordered to levy bis 
power against the O'Connors and O'Mores. 

On the 6th October, he was appointed on a commission, 
with others, to inquire into all offences against Acts of 
Parliament. 

* Lodge. f MS. Book of C. Prayer, Ir., p. xTii. X Ware. 
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In the " Earl of Eildare's Bental'' is the following 

entry: — " Griinted the last of Novembre, anno 1564, 
Cormoke O'MaloD, of Clonneknoskj, and Edward Malon 
of the same, hathe promest Gerald, Erie of Kildaie, yerly 

for ther deferis a Gossluiwke or Tarsell, whether of them 
shall best chawnce to groo in the Eire; and the ycre 
that the Hawke chawnce not they to pay. . . . XL.s>" 

Campion says^ that at this time, *^ when Sir Nicholas 
Arnold was Lord Justice, he^ for the hetter success in 

government, linked himself entirely with Gerald, Earl 
of Kildare, who likewise endeavoured to support the 
same with diligence, being authorized to straine the 
rebels at his discretion; wliereupon bee disposed himselfe 
to serve, and presented the Government many times 
with a number of principall outlawes heades.'' 

On the 22nd June, 1565, he received the Queen'a 
thanks for his services against the O'Connors and 
O'Mores. In December, however, articles against him 
were ferwarded by Oliver Sutton to the Government, 
and the Deputy was ordered to examine them; but with 
what result docs not ap}>ear. 

In March, 1566, the Deputy wrote that the Earl had 
taken a notable rebel, Captain Tyrrcl^ and recommended 
that be might be " encouraged l)y comfortable letters." 

O'Neill having seized the strong Castle of Dundrum, 
in the Counly of Down, belonging to the Earl, and 
declaring that he would keep it,* the Lord Deputy, 
Sir Henry Sydney, thought it necessary to make a 
demonstration against him. Accordingly, in September, 

♦ Hooker. 
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aooompamed by the Eftii and other Lords of l3ie Council, 

he marched from Drogheda, through Tyrone and 
Tjrconneli, into Gonnaught, and reached Athlone in 
October, when the army was dissolved. ]>unng this 
expedition, which occupied six weeks, O'Neill never 
seriously opposed the Deputy, to whom most of the 
castles on his route were surrendered without resistance, 
and who restored Con ODonndl to the chieftaincy of 
TyrcouuuU. O'Neill was murdered in the next year, 
1567. 

At that time was finally abolished the old Irish ex- 

action of coyne and livery, which had been introduced 
by the Earls of Kildare, Ormonde, and Desmond, about 
the year 1320. 

On the 23rd Febmary, 1569, an Act (11 Eliz. sess. 4, 
c. 20) was passed to repeal the Statute of Attainder of 
the £arl of £Udare, <&c (28 Henry YIIL c 1) (Ap- 
pendix T.) 

In 1573, the Eaii appears to have repaired the CastJe 
of Kilkea, and to have placed in the diuing-hall a 
chimney-piece, of which a portion remains, bearing his 
crest) the monkey, with the inscription: — 

81 DIY PLET 
CBOMABO 
1S78, 

and also an eagle, the crest of the Countess* Either, Sir 
A. Brown. 

In June, 1574, the Earl of Desmond,* alarmed by the 
preparations made against him by the liord Deputy, Sir 

* Gerald, ISth Earl. 



Digitized by Google 



EASLS OF KILDARB. 



217 



William Fitzwilliam, solicited an interriew with the 
Earl of Essex, the Governor of Ulster, offering to go 
to him if be had authority to do ao. In July, Essex 
wrote the following letter to the Priyy Council in 

England;^ 

" May it please your Lordships, 

" Since the writing of my last letters, 1 have been at 
Waterford, and, according to a commission granted to me 
by the Lord Deputy and Council, have dealt with the 
Earl of Desmond as followeth. I was accompanied with 
my Lord of Kildare, and setting forward from hence, the 
28th day of June, we came to Waterford the last of that 
month. The same night a messenger came unto us 
from the Earl, declaring that he was at Kilmacthomas, 
twelve miles from tlie city, and was desirous to under- 
stand what I would have him to do. We returned 
answer, that, because the place was far eS, we required 
that he would draw near unto us, to a bridge three 
miles from Waterford. Upon the receipt of our letter, 
be marched immediately thither, and desired to know 
when he should repair unto me. Whereupon I required 
my Lord of Kildare to repair unto him, and to carry 
him unto me to a heath not &r from the city; which he 
did without any stay, accompanied with the Lord Fits- 
Morrice and others, to the number of 60 horse. At his 
coming, he said that be was fearful of the Lord Deputy's 
friendship, which made him doubtful to receive protec- 
tion, saving that he trusted iipuu the honour of my 
word, and the Earl of Kildare's, that he should be in 
safety* I did then, before his company, assure him that 
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he did the Lord Deputy wrong, and that he meant well 
towards him, so far as he diould show himself a good 

subject ; and after a few words, I demanded of him 
whether he would go with me to Dublin to answer to such 
things as should be objected ante him by the Council; 
be said he would willingly, if his country and followers 
might be protected in his absence. I did hereupon 
deliver onto him the protection granted here under the 
seal, containing safety for himself and them for twenty 
days, and he delivered the same to one of his men, and 
rode presently with me to Waterford. Within two 
hours after, the Countess, his wife, who was in the camp^ 
came to the town, and seemed in words to me very 
desirous of his obedience and conformity; and, finding 
her so well inclined, 1 called the £arl of Desmond unto 
me, into my chamber, avoiding all save the Countess 
and the Earl of Kiklare, and there 1 told liiin of his 
misdemeanours, and required him to be plain with me, 
and to declare what course he meant to take; whether 
he would conform himself to all things that was meet 
for a subject to do to his sovereign; otherwise, as he 
had performed well his promise in coming unto me, so I 
would never trouble him in going farther; but whUe 
his strength was ;it liiuid, I would deliver him again in 
safety to his people. His answer was, that he would do 
anything that could be required of any nobleman of 
England or Ireland* With this answer I was satisfied, 
and so within three days we came to Dublin, the Earl 
having in his company but only four of his household 

and John Fitz Edmonds 

At my return hither, the Council did assemble, and a 



Digitized by Google 



EARLS OF KILDARB. 



219 



time was appointed for the Earl to come before them; 
at which time the Earl, upoa his knees, made his sub* 
mission, the copj whereof I send ante jour Lordships, 
together with such articles as the Lord Deputy and 
Council did the next day fuliowiug deliver unto him, 

and his answers unto the same 

I am bound with the Earl of Eildare, by our words and 
honours, to safe conduct Desmond to the confines of 
Munster, and to deliver him to his country in safety, 

which journey I begin this aftemoou 

Also, that your Lordships will take in good part the 
travail of my Lord of Eildare with Desmond, who Imth 
dealt honourably and plainly with the said £arl.* . . .** 

In 1577, the Lord Deputy proposed the imposition of 
a permanent tax, instead of the subsidy levied for the 
maintenance of the royal garrisons and of the household 
of the Deputy. The tax was sanctioned by the Coundl^ 
but was resisted by the principal lords and their depen- 
dents. On this affiur being referred to the Council in 
En^and, four Irish peers, who happened to be in 
London, the Earls of Kildure and Ormonde, and Lords 
Gormanston and Dunsany, were summoned to attend, 
and to giye their opinions upon the question* They 
allowed that the assessment had been customary, but 
humbly pleaded the grie?ances of the impost. The 
Queen listened with apparent interest, but would not 
give up the tax, until, alarmed at the danger of 
alienating her best subjects in Ireland, she consented to 

* IdTei of the Earb of Ewez, vol. i., p. 70. 
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allow the Deputy and Council to arrange a compositioa 
for seven jears, with the consent of the lords and 
gentlemen of the Pale. 

The Earl returned to Ireland at Christmas, 1578.* 
In 1579, he and the Lords Mountgarret, Upper Ossorj, 
and Danboyne, with a reinforcement of 200 horse, 
besides kerns, or foot soldiers, attended the Lord Justice, 
Sir William Drury, on an expedition into Munster 
against James FitzManrice, who had landed at Smerwick 
harbonr, in Kerry, with a small force of Spaniards. 
They encamped near Kilmallock, where the Earl of 
Desmond met them, and assured them that he had taken 
no part in the invasion.! The death of Sir W. Dnuy, on 
the 30th September, put a stop to the expedition ; and 
the Earl returned to Dublin, In October, Sir William 
Felham, Sir William's successor, committed the cnstody 
of the Northern portion of the Pale to him, with an 
allowance of 100 horsemen in pay, and the command of 
500 more raised in the Pale. He accompanied the 
Deputy as far as Adare, which had been occnpied by the 
enemy, and having placed garrisons there and in other 
castles, they returned to Dublin. 

On the 25th Angust^ 1580, the Lord Deputy, Lord 
Grey de Wilton, at the head of a large force, and accom- 
panied by the Earl, entered the defiles of Wicklow, which 
were occupied by the rebels, under the command of 
Viscount Baltinglass the Chief of the CBymes and 
Cfiptaini itzGerald, a kinsman of the Earl. The latter had 
joined the rebels with a body of troops, which had been 

• Annali of the Four Uaiten. f Ibid. 
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placed under his command by the Earl for the defence 
of the Pale. The Deputy and the £arl remained with 
one diviuon of the army on the wooded hill at the 

entrance of Glenmalure, the other divisions entered the 
glen, when a heavy fire from the insurgents, who were 
concealed among the trees and underwood on the sides 
of the mountains, compelled them to retreat. Many of 
the officers were slain, and the rest of the army retired 
to Dublin. 

The Lord Deputy soon after marched against the 

Spanish invadurs, and defeated them. On his return to 
Dublin he was informed of a conspiracy to seize his 
person, and obtain possession of Dublin Castle. At the 
same time Robert Dillon, of Tura, Kicliard Gerrott, and 
Allen, of St. Wolstans, charged the Earl, and his son-in- 
law, Lord Delvin, with plotting against the Crown. The 
details of tills conspiracy are wrapped in great mystery, 
but the Earl and the Baron were placed under arrest, 
and committed to the custody of James Wingfield, the 
Master of the Ordnance. The Earl's son, Henry, Lord 
Ollaly, then eighteen years of age, alarmed by the 
imprisonment of his lather, and persuaded by his Irish 
fo6ter*iather, O'Connori and other followers of his fiunily, 
fled into Offaly, where he was concealed and protected 
by the O'Connors, who were ready to rise in arms in his 
favour. The Deputy directed the Earl to send for his 
son, but the messenger returned with the answer, ^ that 
the young Lord was willing to come, but could not be 
permitted, unless good assurance was given for his safe 
return.'' The Deputy tJien sent the Earl of Ormonde, 
Sir Kicholas White, Master of the Bolls, and divers 
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captains and gentry, to treat for his release, but 
ineffectually. After some time, however, the O'Connors, 
feaiiog lest his detention might be prqjttdicial to his 
father, sent him to the Earl of Ormonde, who delivered 
him to the Deputy in Dublin, He was tiien confined in 
the Castle with his father, his younger brother, and Lord 
DelTin. They were soon after sent to England, when 
the Earl and Lord Delvin were committed t^ the Tower 
of London, and Lord Ofialy to the custody of the Earl of 
Bedford. After a careful examination before the Queen 
and Council into the charges against them, they were 
acquitted, and the Earl's lands and goods, which had 
been seized on his apprehension, were restored to him* 

Some of the EarVs enemies having said that he was 
able, but not willing, to benefit his country, the following 
distich was at that time composed 

Quid possim, jactant; quid velim, icire reooflant; 
Utraqne Begmn out, nigo, nota men/'* 

In July, 1581, the Earl went with 300 horse and 

700 foot to parley with Viscount Bakinglass, who was 
in arms against the Goverument, but without result. 
He was in that year appointed, with the Chancellor, 
gOTemorof the Pale, daring the absence of the Deputy. 

In 1583, the insurrection, called " the Great Geraldine 
Rebellion,*' terminated on the death of the 16th Earl of 
Desmond, who was slun on the 11th November. 

On the 26th April, 1585, the Earl of Kildare was 
present in the Parliament held by Sir John Ferrot. 

« Holinahod. 
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He died in London on the 16tli November of that 

year (1585), and his body was brought to Ireland, and 
interred at Kildare on the ISth Febroarj, 1586* 

He was of low statnre and slender figure, and was 
reputed to have been the best horseman of his day. 
" With many good qualities, honourable, courteous^ 
valiant, affiible, and having all the qualifications belong* 
ing to a gentleman, he was passionate and covetous." 
He conformed to the Frotestant religion in the beginning 
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

A few days before his death, the Earl made the 
fullowint? will : — " In the imme of God, amen. The sixte 
daye of November, in the yeare of our Lord God, 1585, 
&c., I, Gerald, Earl of Kildare, being sjcke in bodie, and 
(thankes be to God) well and perfecte of memorie, doe 
make and ordayne this my laste will and testament. 
Firste, I bequethe my sowle to Ahnighty God, my 
boweb to be buried heere in Englande, and my bodie to 
be conveide into Ireland, and there buried in St. Bryde's 
Church in Kildare in such due ordere as appertaynethe 
to one of my vocation, where I wyll and bequethe £100 
sterling to be bestowed for the making of a monument in 
the said church over my grave. Item, I wyll that there 
be £100 bestowed upon some jewel or token to be given 
to her Majestie from me as a token of my humUe and 
dutiful loyultie to her Highnesse. Item, I wyll and 
bequethe to my wyffe, as a token of good will and 
remembrance, a jewel, called an aggat, which I bonghte 
latelie and a pece of black tufte taffatye containing 
thirteen yards. Item, I wyll and bequethe unto my 
brother^ Edwarde Fitz Gerald, my beste neate of gilte and 
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graven bolls with a cover. Item, I w)ll and betiuethe 
unto my scone and heire. Lord Henry Fitz Gerald, all 
my golde buttons, hatt, and capp bands of golde, silyere, 
and pearle, with all my foot cloths and horse furniture, 
and alsoe my gilt rapiers and daggers, with their 
girdells and hangers, and all mj shirte>bodie& Item, I 
wyll and bequethe unto my said sonne and heire all 
such shirtes of maile, armours, and artillerie, aud other 
warlike weapons, together with three of the best suyts 
of hanging of tapestrie or doth of arras that I have in 
Englande or in Irelande, the same su} ts to rcujuyue in 
my house. Item, I wyll and bequethe unto my sonne 
and heire all my stoodes, savinge and ezceptinge sncli 
as I bequethe by legacie unto my seconde sonne, William 
Fitz Gerald, uad my servante Gerald Delahide. Item, 
1 wyll and bequethe unto my daughter, the Ladle of 
Delvin, the iburthe best suyt of hangings of tapestrie or 
arras nexte to those I left to my saide sonne and heire. 
Item, I wyll and bequethe unto my seconde daughter, 
the Ladle Elizabeth, over and above the £1,000 which 
I ensured unto her upon my landes, the summe of £500 
for her portion of goodes and prefermente to marriage. 
Item, I wyll and bequethe unto my second sonne, 
William Fitz Gerald, the number of three score stood- 
mares for his portion of goodes. Item, I wyll and 
bequethe that my deceased sonne, the Lord Garrat's 
daughter, named Latice Fitz Gerald, shall have as helpe 
towards her marriage, when she is married, £300 
sterling ; and more I would have left her, were it not 
that my sonne and heire is overcharged by meanes of 
my debts and other legacies,** He then bequeaths 
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legacies to his natural children, consisting of four sons 
and three daughters, and wills that his Countess should 
take care of all his old servants, for some of whom he 
made liberal provision, iind constitutes his son Henry 
and his son-in-law, Lord Delvin, his executors. 

The £arl had, in 1566, settled upon the Countess the 
manors of Maynooth and Graney ; and upon each of hia 
younger children £1,000. He had also entailed his 
estates upon his sons and their heirs male, with remainder 
to his brother and to his cousins, Thomas and Gerald, 
sons of his uiiclo Oliver, Sir Maurice, son of Thomas, 
and William, son of Sir James i itz Grerald, and their 
heirs male. 

By inquisition taken after the Earl's death in the 

several counties where his estates lay, it appears that 
he possessed the manors and advowsons of the rectories 
and vicarages of Maynooth, Eildare, Rathangan, Athy, 
Woodstock, Kilkrii, Gastledermot, and Graney, in tlie 
Co. Kildare ; Fortiester, Ballyhoggan, Newtown de 
Moyagher, Moylagh, and Rildalkie, in Meath ; Geashill, 
in King's County ; Ardglass and Strangford in Down ; 
Crom and Adare, in Limerick ; and many other 
lands." 

The Earl married in 1552, Mahel, second daughter of 

Sir Anthony Brown, KniLlit of the Garter, and Master 
of the Horse to Edward YI., by Alice, daughter of Sir 
John Gage, K.G., and sister to Viscount Montacute. 
She was '*a lady of great worth and virtue." After the 
EarFs death she had the manors of Maynooth and 
Graney as her dower, and resided ^ in the faire house of 
lilaynooth." In 1606, Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, 

a 
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and Rory 0*Donnell, Earl of Tyroonndl, who had married 

the Countess's grand-daughter, Lady Bridget Fitz Gci .:]d. 
concerted their plans for a general insurrection, in 
Maynooth Castle, unknown to the Countess; and in 
the castle garden proposed to Richard Lord Delvin, 
grandson to the Countess, to take a part in their 
designs. She, in a letter to Lord Salisbury, some 
time after, expressed her sorrow " that the late treasons 
should have been plotted at Maynooth/' and strongly 
asserted her own innocence.* She died on the 25th 
August, 1610, and was buried beside the £arl at 
Kildare. 

The Earl and Countess had three sons and two daugh- 
ters : — 
Gerald, Lord O&ly. 
Henry, twelfth Eari. 

William, thirteenth Earl. 

Lady Mary, born the 13th September, 1556, and 
married, in 1584, to Christopher Nugent, ninth Baron 
of DelTin. She died on the 1st of October, 1610. 

Lady Elizabeth, second wife of Donough O'Brien, 
fourth Earl of Thomond. 

GERALD, lOBB OFFALY. 

Gerald, Lord Offiily, was born at Maynooth, the 28tfa 

December, 1559. The following verses were addressed 
to him : — 

« Te polfihram natan todt, fortuna potenteaiy 
Te fiioiat Christi norma, Gifalde, lKmufiu"t 

* Mooro's Ir., vol. iv. p. 164. f Holiusbed. 
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He died before his father in England, and was buried 
on the 30th Jane, 1^80, in the Ahbey of St. Alban's in 
Hertfordshire. He married Catherine, dansrhter of Sir 
Francis Knollys, K.G., Treasurer of the iluiiSLhold to 
Queen Elizabeth, and sister of the Earl of Banbuij. She 
married, secondly, Sir Philip Batler of Walton-Woodhall, 
in Herefordshire. The Earl of Kildare, lier father-in- 
law, settled £200 upon her, and she held the manors of 
Portlester in Meath, and of Athy and Woodstock in 
Kildare, as her dower. She died in December, 1 632. 

Lord OfFaly had an only child, Lettice, who married 
Sir Bobert Digby, of Coles Hill, in Warwickshiie, who, 
in 1596, was knighted in Dnblin by the Earl of Essex, 
and in IGlo wa^ returned to railiament as Menil)er for 
A thy. He died in 1618. Lady Digby laid claim to 
the Barony of Offidy, and the estates of her grandfather, 
the eleventh Earl, as heir-general, bat the cause was 
decided against her, and in order to settle the differ- 
ences, James I. created her Baroness of Offaly, for life, 
and awarded to her and her heirs, under the Great Seal 
of England, on the 11th July, IGIO, the manor of 
Geashill, and the lauds of the monastery of Kiileigh, 
comprising the whole barony of Geashill, in the King's 
County. In 1641, on the breaking out of the insurrec- 
tion, she was residing in her castle of Geashill, and was 
besieged in it by the forces of the Catholics, in April, 
1642. The castle was very difficult of access, being 
surrounded by hogs and woods. Before making an 
assault, Henry Dempsie, brother of Lord Clanmalier, 
and other leaders, sent to her the following sum- 
mons :— 
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** Honourable, 

We, His Majesty's loyal subjects, at the present em- 
ployed in his Highness* sernce, for the sacking of tiiis 

your castle, you are, therefore, to deliver unto us the 
free possession of your said ca&tlei promising faitlifulljr, 
that your ladyship, together with the rest within your ' 
said castle, * renant,' shall have a reasonable composition; 
otherwise, ujjou the non-yielding of the castle, we do 
assure you that we will bum the whole town, kill all 
the Protestants, and spare neither man, woman, nor 
child, upon the taking of the castle by compulsion. 
Consider, madam, of this our offer, and impute not the 
blame of your own folly unto us. Think not that we 
brag. Tour Ladyship, upon submission, shall hare a 
safe convoy to secure you from the hands of your enemies, 
and to lead you whither you please. A speedy reply is 
desired, with all expedition, and thus we surcease. 

"Henry Dempsie, Cuaulss Demfsie, 

" Andrew FitzPatxick, Conn Dempsib, 

Phelim Demfsis, James McDonnell, 

"John Vicars, 

To the HcmurahU and tkrke virHmta Lady^ 
the Lady Digby, these yiveJ" 

To this summons Lady Ofialy returned the following 
answer : — 

I received your letter, wherein you threaten to sack 
this my castle, by his Majesty's authority. I have ever 

been a loyal subject and a good neighbour among you, 
and therefore cannot but wonder at such an assault. 
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I thank you for your oflfer of a convoy, wherein I hold 
little safety ; and therefore my resolntion is, that, being 
free from offending his Majesty, or doing wrong to any 

of you, I will live and die innocently, aiul will do the 
best to defend my own, leaving the issue to God. And 
though I have been and still am desirous to avoid the 
shedding of Christian blood, yet, being proYoked, your 
threats shall no wit dismay me. 

<^L£TX1C£ Off ALT. 

^ To my mutin^ Henry Dempsiej and the re^J* 

Not being able to take the Castle by assault they 
retired. They then collected, it is said, 140 pots and 
pans, which an Irishman from Athboy made into a 
cannon, having cast it three times before he succeeded 
in bringing it to perfection. After two months Lord 
Clanmalier brought this great gun to Geashill, and then 
sent the following summons to Lady OffiUy : — 

Noble IMiuiani, 
" It was never my intention to offer you any injury 
before you were pleased to begin with me, for it is well- 
known, if I were so disposed, you bad not been by this 
time at Geashill; so as T find you are not sensible uf the 
courtesies I always expressed unto you, since the begin- 
ning of this commotion. However, I did not thirst 
after revenge, but out of my loving and wonted respect 
still towards you, I am pleased and desirous to give you 
fair quarter, if you please to accept thereof, both for 
yourself children, and grand*cbildren, and likewise for 
your goods. And I will undertake to send a safe convoy 
with you and them, either to Dublin, or to any other of 
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the next adjoining garrisons, either of which to be at 
yuiir own election. And if you be not pleased to accept 
of this offer, I hope you will not impute the blame unto 
me, if yon be not fairly dealt withal, for I expect to 
have the command of your house, before I stir from 
hence. And if you please to send any of your gentle- 
men of your house to me, I am desirons to confer thereof 
at large. And so expecting your speedf answer, I rest 
your loving cousin, 

Lewis Glanmaleroe. 

P.S. — Madam, — There are other gentlemen now in 

this town whose names are liereunto subscribed, who do 
join and unite themselves in this mine offer unto you. 

Lewis Glanmaleroe, Art OMollot, Henrt 

Demtsie, Edwakd Connor, Cijaules Connor, 
Daniel Doyme, John M^VVillum/ 

To this letter she sent the following answer : — 
« My Lord, 

" I little expected such a salute from a kinsman^ 
whom 1 have ever respected, you being not ignorant of 
the great damages I have leoeiTed from your followers 
of Glanmaleroe, so as yon can^ bnt know in yonr own 
conscience, that I am innocent of doing you any injury, 
unless you count it an injury for my people to bring 
back a small quantity of my own goods, when they found 
them, and with them some others of such men as have 
done me all the injury they can devise, as may appear 
by their own letter. I was offered a convoy by those that 
formerly besieged me, and I hope you have more honour 
than to follow their example, by seeking her ruin, who 
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never wronged you. However, I urn still of the same 
mind, and can think no place safer than my own house, 
wherein if I perish by your means, the guilt will light 
on yon, and I donbt not^ bnt I shall receiye a crown of 
martyrdom, dying innocently. God, I trust, will take 
a poor widow into his protection from all those which, 
without canse, are risen up against me. 

" Youi' poor kinswoman, 

L£IIIC£ Offalt. 

• " P.S. — If the conference you desire do but concern 
the contents of this letter, I think this answer will 
give you full satisfaction, and I hope you will withdraw 
your hand, and show your power in more noble actions.* 

On receiving this answer, Lord Claninal icr discharged 
the cannon a^inst the castle, but at the first shot it 
burst. His men, however, continued the attack with 

their muskets until evening. the lkiroiie?.s was 
looking out of a window, a shot happniing to strike the 
wall beside her, she immediately, with her handkerchief, 
wiped the spot, showing how Utile she cared for the 
attempts of the assailants. As soon as it was dark the 
besiegers retreated, carrying off their burst gun. Before 
his departure Lord Clanmalier wrote the following 
letter : — 

" Madam, 

" I received your letter, and am still tender of your 
good and wel&re, though you give no credit thereunto. 
And whereas you do understand by relation, that my 

piece of ordnance did not prosper; I believe you will be 



Digitized by Google 



232 



EAELS OF iLlLDAK£. 



sensible of the loss and hazard you are like to sustain 
thereby, unless jou will be better advised to accept the 
kind offer, which I mentioned in my last letter onto you 

in the moi iiing; if not, expect no further favour at my 
haudS| and so i rest your Ladyship's loving cousin, 

Lewis GiiANMAUROi. 

** To my noble cousin^ the Lady Lettice^ 
Baroness of Qffaly J* 

To this letter she returned answer by one of her men, 

who was kept as a prisoner by the enemy: — 

" My Lord, 

" Your second summons I have received, and shall be 
glad to find you tender of my good. For the piece of 
ordnance I never disputed how it prospered, presuming 
you would rather make use of it for your own defence 
or against enemies, than to try your strength against a 
poor widow of your own blood. But since you have 
bent it against me, let the blood which shall be shed be 
required at their hands that seek it. For my part, my 
conscience tells me that I am innocent; and wishing 
you so too, I rest your cousin, 

" Lettice Offaly."* 

At that time Philip Sydney Viscount Lisle, Lieute- 
nant-General of the Horse in Ireland, and son of the 
Lord Lieutenant, the Earl of Leicester, landed in Ire- 
land, and hearing that Lady Offiily was besieged, under- 
took to relieve her. He was accompanied by Sir 

« Borlace's RuL, p. 102. 
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Cliiirles Coote, with 120 foot and 300 horse. He 
accomplished the relief without much diihculty, the 
enemy not daring to oppose their approach in force, 
and only skirmishing from the bogs as they advanced. 
The castle being supplied with provisions and ammuni- 
tion, the lady chose to remain in it* Being, however, 
further menaced by Charles Dempsie, she was relieved 
by Sir Richard Greenville, in October, 1642 ; after 
which she retired to Cole's Hill, where she died on 
1st December, 1658, and was buried in the church 
there. She left seven sons and tiiree daughters. Her 
eldest son, liobert, was created Lord Digby of GeashilL 
He married Lady Sarah Boyle, daughter of the first Earl 
of Cork, and sister to Lady Joan, wife of the sixteenth 
£url of Kildare. 



HEN&Y, TWELFTH £AEL. 

Henry, twelfth Earl of Kildare, was bom in 1562. 
He was called by the Irish "Henri na Tuagh,** or 

Henry of the I^iittleaxes.t 

In 1580, being eighteen years of age, his father 
having been accused of treason and imprisoned, he took 
refuge with his foster-father, 0*Gonnor Faly,and remained 
there for some time, until, fearing that his ahsence 
might be prejudicial to his father, he surrendered 
himself to the Lord Deputy, and was confined in Dublin 
Castle. Being sent soon after to England, he was 
committed to the custody of the Earl of Bedford, while 

• Wuae^B Hiit of Jr., voL ii., p. 203. f O'Clery. 
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his father and his brother-in-law, Lord Dtilviu, were sent 
to the Tower. 

He was twenty-tliree years of age at the time of his 
father's death, in 1585. 

On the 24th September, 1593, the Earl brought 
eight horsemen to the hoisting appointed to meet on the 
Hill of Tara. 

Early in 1597 Hugh (yNeill, Earl of Tyrone, having 
captured the fort of Blackwater, between the Counties 
Armagh and Tyrone, wrote to the Earl to induce him to 
renoance his allegiance to the crown of England, hut he 
refused, and accompanied the Lord Deputy, Lord 
Borough, on the 1st July, at the head of a troop of 
horse, into Tyrone. Having retaken the fort of Black- 
water, the Deputy [)assed over the river on the 20th 
July, in order to erect a fort on the other bank. 
Tyrone who, with his forces, occupied the adjacent 
forest) endeavoured to interrupt the works, and in the 
skirmish that ensued the Deput} was mortally wounded, 
and having been carried to Newrr, died there a few 
days after. The Earl on whom the command of the 
army devolved, drove hack the assailants, but was idso 
wounded, and twice thrown from his horse ; and his 
two lostcr-brothers, sons of O'Connor Faly, were slain 
while assisting him to remount. He was so grieved by 
their death that he left the army broken-spirited, and 
a.s lie was on his journey home, he Avas ul)]iged to rest at 
Drogheda, where he died from grief aud fever resulting 
from his wound on the 30th September, 1597.* His 

* liao Qeoghan't Hi«t of Ir., vol. iii. p. 231 ; aad Annala of the 
Four Hasten. 
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body was carried to Eildare, and buried in St. Bridget's 
Cathedral. 

He married Ladj Frances Howard, second daughter 
of Charles Earl of Nottingham, and first cousin, once 

removed, to his brother Lord Oiiuly's wife. After tlie 
Earl's death she married Henry Broke, Lord Cobham, 
and died without issue by him in 1628. The Earl had 
three daughters :— 

Lady Eleanor died young. 

Lady Bridget 

Lady Lettice died unmarried. 

Lady Bridget married liory O'Donnell, Earl of Tyrcon- 
nell, who was implicated in a conspiracy, and obliged to 
take refuge abroad. He died at Borne in 1617. On 
the forfeiture of her husband's estates in 1616, a pension 
of £300 per annum was granted to her by the crown. 
She marriedy 2ndiy, Nicholas Viscount Kingslandi by 
whom she was mother of the second Viscount By the 
Eiul of Tyrconnell she had one son, Iluch Earl of 
Tyrconnell, and two daughters, Elizabeth, wife of Luke, 
first Earl of Fingali and Mary, of whom there is the 
foUowing account 

" When Tyrconnell was obliged to leave his country 
in 1612, the Countess was in a state of pregnancy. 
She wished to accompany her husband, but was arrested 
and sent under a guard to England, when she gave birth 
to a daughter, who was named Mary. The King took 
the child under his protection, and commanded that she 
should be called Mary Stuart, instead of Mary O'Donnell. 
Her father having died at liome, her mother obtained 
permission to return to Ireland. When Mary was 
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twelve years old, she was invited to England by her 
grandmother, the Couiitess of Kildare, who presented 
her to the King. The monarch gave her a large sum 
as a marriage portion, and the Conntess of Eildare, who 
was very rich, made her heiress to her fortune. Among 
several suitors for her hand, one had applied to her 
grandmother, who gave her consent to tiie marriage ; 
but Mary had so great an objection to him, because he 
was of tlie Reformed Religion, that she determined to 
escape to Flanders, to her brother, the young £arl of 
Tyrconnell. She persuaded a young Catholic, who was 
her attendant, to accompany her. Having dressed 
themselves as men, the two girls assumed the names of 
Bodolph Huntly and Robert Hues. Accompanied by 
u servant they rode to Bristol, whence they sailed, and, 
after a long and dangerous voyage, arrived at La Rochelle. 
They then rode through Paris to Brussels, where Mary 
found her brother. The report of her intrepidity 
having spread through Europe, the Pope sent her a 
letter, dated the 13th February, 1627, and addressed, 
*^ Urban YIII. to our dear daughter in Christ, Mary 
Stuart, Countess of Tyrconnell, greeting, health and 
apostolical benediction." In it he highly commends her 
courage and fideiily.* 

inillAM, XHIBTEEZVTH EABL. 

William, thirteenth £arl of Eildaie, was, in 1580, 
imprisoned with his elder brother in Dublin Castle. He 

succeeded him as Earl in 1597. 

* KacCtooghcgun, Hist of Ir., vol. iii. p. d61. 
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In the spriug of 1598 he went to England,* and in 
March| 1599, prepared to accompany the Earl of Eases, 
who was going to Ireland, to carry on the war against 

the Eurl of Tyrone. The Earl and some gallant gentle- 
men embarked in April in a small barque, built for speed, 
and followed Essex's ship, but the weather being very 
tempestuous, the barque foundered, and they were all 
lost. This disaster is thus related by the Four Masters, 
in their Annals: — The Earl of Kildare, whom we have 
spoken of in the last year as having gone to England, 
namely, William, son of Garret, son of Garret, prepared 
to return to Ireland in the spring of this year. lie 
went into a ship with eighteen of the chiefs of Meath 
and Fingall, and after tbey had sailed till out of sight 
at sea, none of them was seen alive ever since ; and it 
was from other countries, in two months afterwards, 
that an account of the certainty of their deaths arrived 
in En^^Iaiid and Ireland." 

This Earl was the last male descendant of Gerald, the 
deventh Earl. 

EDWAllD FITZGERALD. 

Edward Fitz Gerald, second son of the ninth Earl and 
hb Countess, Lady Elizabeth Grey, was bom on the 
17th January, 1528. At the time of his iather^s death 

in December, 1534, he was with his mutLtr in England. 
In July, 1536, he appears to have been at Beaumanoir, 
in Leicestershire, when his mother came to reside 

• Aimilt of the Four Maatfln. 
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there.* Fearing that he would be taken from her, 
she applied to Cromwell, the Secretary of State, for the 
King's permission to keep him with her, and to edneate 
him. This was granted, and in December, l.>o7, lie was 
said to he cherished with his mother" by the Kijig.t 

As soon as he was of sufficient age, he was appointed 
by the King Lieutenant of the Gentlemen Pensioners. 

In 1569, the act, attainting him, his brother, and 
sisters, was repealed. 

He married Mabel, daaghter and heiress of Sir John 
Leigh, and w idow of Sir John Paston, of Norfolk. She 
succeeded to her father's estates of Helston, Abbotsboiy, 
Abbotstoke, AUer, and Ansty, in Dorsetshire, which 

m 

were inherited b) la^r son, the fourteeutii Earl, and were 
forwards soId4 

Thej had two sons and three daughters : — 

Gerald, fourteenth Earl. 

Thomas, father of George, sixteenth Earl. 

Elizabeth, Maid of Honour to Queen Elizabeth, and 
afterwards married to Sir John HilL 

Lettice, married to Sir Ambrose Coppinger, and 
secondly to Sir John Pointz. 

Douglas, married to Sir Francis Aungier, Master of 
the Rolls, and created Lord Aungier. 

GERALD, rOUBTEENTH EARL. 

Gerald, the fourteenth Earl of Eildare, commanded a 
regiment of infantry in the war against the Earl of 
Tyrone. 

* Stat© Papers, vol. ii. p. 280. f Ibid., p.636. 

I Hatchings' Hist, of Dorset. 
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He succeeded to the earldom on the death of his 
cousin, in April, 1599. 

In September of that year, when the Earl of Essex 
departed from Ireland, he was appointed to the command 

of the district about Naas, having a force of 50 horse 
and 150 foot. 

In 1599, when Sir George Gaiew was appointed 

Pr^ident of Munster, among the members of his Council 
were the Earls of E^ildare, Onnuiidc, and Thomond.* 

In the beginning of 1600, the Earl's Castles of Crom 
and Adare were occupied by the Sngan Barl of Desmond, 
then in rebellion, but were recovered in May by the 
Lord President. Crom was again occupied by Hugh 
Boe O'Donnell, in October, but soon abandoned by 
him.t 

In that year the Four Masters relate ; — " The Earl 
of Ormonde, i.e. Thomas, son of Pierce, son of Pierce 
Butler ; the Earl of Eiidare, i.e. Garret, the son of 

Edward^ the son of Garret ; and the Barun of Delvin, i.e. 
Christopher, the son of Kichurd, sou of Christopher, 
with ali those who were in the service of, or in 
obedience to the Queen, from thence (Tipperary) to 
Dublin, thi*eateued every night to attack and assault 
O'Neill ; but though they meditated doing so, they did 
not accomplish iV* 

Oa the 31st August, 1600, the Earl was appointed 
by the Queen, under letters patent, dated at Oatlauds, 
GoTemor of Offidy, with the pay of a mark per diem. 

On the 7th July 1601, the Lord Deputy ordered 

* Uao Geoghegaiit tqI. liu p. 261. 

t BMsate Hibemm, pp. 109, 128» and 977. 
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that tbe forces of Kildare, whicb were tuider the Earl's 

comiiKind, should be quartered at Athy, or elsewhere, at 
his diiicretion, and that the Sheriff should be second in 
command. 

On tbe death of Qiieen Elizabeth, 24th March, JB03, 
be was one of the Council who signed the letter notifying 
that event to Lord Euxe, and tbe other Commissioners 
for negotiating the treaty of Breme, and the league willi 

Scotland. 

On the 1st September, 1604, be was appointed one 
of the Commissioners for the Civil Government of 
Connaught.* 

The Earl, during the Queen's reign, received apen^sion 
of 10s. per diem. After the accession of James L, he 
presented to him a memorial, offering to surrender such 
stipends as he had from the crown, on receiving lands 
at the yearly value of £100. The King, accordingly, 
ordered the Lord Deputy, Sir Arthur Chichester, by a 
letter, dated at Theobalds, tbe 26ib July, 1606, to make 
grants to the Earl of lands in various counties to that 
amount.t 

At that time Lady Digby had been prosecuting her 
claim to tbe Barony of Offaly, tbe estates of her 

grandfather, the eleventh Earl. In 1607, Sir Anthony 
St. Leger, Master of the Bolls, went to England with 
instructions to pmy that the Sang would be pleased 

to decide the controversy between the Earl and Sir 
R. Digby.t 

On the death of Mabel, Countess of Kildare, in 1610| 

• Patent EoUa, James L, p. 156. f Ibid., p. 2S9. 

X state Fapeia. 
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the Earl came into possession of Maynooth Castle, where 
he bad one of the two deer parks then existing in 
Ireland ; the other belonging to the Earl of Ormonde. 
Moryson says : *^ At the time of the war I did not see 
any vuiiison served at t^ible, but only at tbe houses of 
the said Earls and of the English commanders."* 

The Earl died on the 11th February, 1612. His 
obsequies were solemnized at Maynooth. His body, 
however, was not taken to Eildare until the loth 
November, when it was interred in the choir of the 
Cathedral. 

He married, by dispensation of tbe Pope, Elizabeth 
Nugent, daughter of Christopher Lord Belvin and Lady 
Mary Fitz Gerald, daughter of his undo, the eleventh 
Earl. The Countess, haying no dower or jointure, 
petitioned the King on behalf* of herself and her infant 
son, who was bis ward. James L, in July, 1612, 
authorized the Deputy, Lord Chichester, to make a 
grant to her of all her late husband^s lands, &c., nntil 
her son should come of age ; a third of tbe revenues to 
be for her jointure, a third for the maintenance of her 
son and for the payment of the late EarFs debts, and the 
remaining third to be paid into the King's treasury. 
She was to act as guardian until tbe boy was five years 
old, and then the Earl of Thomond and Sir Franciii 
Aungier were to haye the care of his education. The 
young Earl's di:utb, in 1621, having deprived his mother 
of her jointure, tbe iiing assigned to her, during the 
minority of the sixteenth Earl, the manors of Kiikea 

* Moiyson'ft Ir.| vol. ii. p. 367. 

R 
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and Graiiey, and certain lands in Down, including 
Strangford and Ardglass, and in Westmeath ; and also 
the manors of Woodstock and Athj, after the death of 
the Dowager Ladj Offaly. On the 8tih Jnlj, 1615, she 
was rated £50 to the subsidy granted to the king. In 
1634, she demised Eilkea Castle to the JesuitSi who 
retained possession of it till 1646. She was coneemed 
in the rebellion of 1641, and \sm, the year after, out- 
lawed for high treason. 
The Earl had an only son, Gerald, his snecessor. 

OERAU), IXETBENTH EABL. 

Gerald, fifteenth Earl of Kildare, was bom on the 

26th December, 1611, and was only seven weeks old at 
the time of his father's death. 

On the 2l8t October, 1618, he was, by the King^s 
letter, given in ward to Esme Stewart, Earl of March, 
afterwards Duke of Lennox, with an order from the 
King that he should be given in marriage to one of the 
danghters of Lord Aubigny, second son of the Earl of 

March. 

The Earl, however, died at Maynooth on the 11th 
November, 1620, being only eight years and ten months 

old, and was buried at Kildare. He was succeeded in 
the earldom by his cousin, George Fitz Gerald. 

THOMAS FITZ OEIUU). 

Thomas Eitz Gerald, son of Edward, the third son of 
the ninth Earl of Kildare, married Frances, eldest 
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daughter of Sir Thomas Randolph,* Master of Tosts and 
Chamberlain of the Exchequer, under Queen £lizabeth| 
and of Ursula Coppinger.t She was bom on the 19th 
NoTember, 1576. 

Thej were both buried in the church of Walton-upon- 
Thames, in which, on a blue marble slab, on the south 
side of the chancel, is the following inscription : — 

'* Hie jacet Thomas vir, qni de stirpe Giraldi 
Kildarie Comiiits, nohilis ortua erat. 
Hie jacet et Francisca, uxor, Kandolphca proles, 
Antiquo armigcrum stemraatc qua) orta fuit. 
Xffittts uterquc satis nolli lugendos amico ; 
Qnem rere oolnit, speetat uterque Deam." 

And on a black marble monument, against the south 
wall, over the gravestone, is engraved : — 

" In jartJier memory of ih^ mme Tlwmas Fitz Gei-ald^ 
Esq.j and FraneeSj the eldest daughter ef Thamaa 
Bandciphy Esq., Paetmaster o/En^^and, 

" Stay, gentle reader, eUiy and read in ill-formed lynfi0» 
The lyfc and death of two well-suited myndes ; 
To poore liicy gtive, oi ncli they did not borrow j 
To all they lent, where want expressed sorrow ; 
To fbe a ftiend, to IHond fhcir MUti approT'd ; 
Of foe, of ftiend, itf both Hhsj wore belov'd. 
Tbmr earth was heaTOD, where Ueaaed aogele alii^ 
Their Chnvbh was Chxiat^ whoee death soie life ua bringe. 
la fine, eo Wd, eo Wd, eo dy*d, and reet 
Aa friends* aa doves, as lainti^ and so are blest. 
Fass on this way, thus live, thus dye ; which done. 
Two lives thou gain'st, when others have but one. 
Though future times, you malice will not credit, 
Present truth subscribes to, such was their great merit. 

1619/ 

♦ He was four times Ambassador to Scotland. (Hist. Notes. 1. 4.'>8.) 
f iShe was probably related to his brother-in-law, Sir Ambrose 
Coppinger. 
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They bad three sons aad four daughters : 
Gerald, \ . . 
John, J^^^^y^^^g- 

George, sixteenth Earl. 

Anne, married Gilbert, Esq. 

Lettice, married John Monv^ Esq., of Ideworth, 
Connty of Middlesex. 

Ai»liura. 
Elizabeth. 

OEOBGE, SIXTEENTH SABL. 

Greorge, sixteenth Earl of Kildare, called the ^ Faiiy 

Earl,** was born in .January, 1612, and was baptized on 
the 23rd of the same month. He was only eight years 
and nine months old when he succeeded to the title in 
1620. Being an Earl, he was a ward of the Crown. 

In the year 1620, the following letter, contained in a 
collection of letters to George, Earl of Kildaie, concerning 
^ the writings belonging to the Earie of Kildare," was 
sent to the Lords Justices of Ireland : — 

" Charles R. 

Right tmstj, &c. Whereas, wee are informed 
that all the evidences and writings bdonginge to our 
right trusty, &c., George, Earl of Kildare, now our 
ward, have for diverse years past been and yet are 
under the charge of Christopher Fitz Gerald (sometymes 
servant unto Garrett, late Earie of Kildare), who being 
growne very weake by reason of old age and other 
infirmities ; it was, therefore, humbly desired, on the 
behalfe of our sayd ward, that the custody of the sayd 
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evidences and writings, which very much import the 
preservation and safety of his estate, might be trans- 
ferred to our right trusty and well-beloyed Francis 
Lord Angier,* our Master of the Rolles, in the King-* 
dome of Ireland, and to our trusty and well-beloved, Sir 
William Talbott^t Baronet there, who are best acquainted 
with the etate of the Erldome of EuUdare. We are, 
therefore, graciously pleased and doe by these our letters 
require you, that, according to the sayd request, which 
we hold fittinge and agreeable to the care helonginge to 
us of our sayd ward and his estate, yee give present 
order unto the sayd Lord Angier and Sir William Talbot 
to take accompt from the sayd Titz Gerald of aU those 
evidencesand writings whatsoever, which were committed 
to his custody, and to caose the same to he layd up in 
some chest or other secure place in the Castle of 
Mainothe (beeing the cheife house of the sayd Earle) 
under three lockes, whereof, our will and pleasure is 
that the severall keyes should remayne in manner 
foUowinge, that is to say, one with our Committee of our 
sayd ward, an other with the sayd Lord Angier, and 
the third with the sayd Sir William Talbot, whom we 
alsoe require not to permitt any of the sayd evidence 
or writingea to bee remooved thence, but uppon urgent 
oecasions. And these, our letters, ^c" 

On the 3rd August, 1622, the Earl of March, who, 
in 1624, succeeded his brother as Duke of Lennox, 
and who had held the wardship of the fifteenth Earl, 
became guardian to the young Earl, on paying a fine 

* Undo by namage to tho EarL f OS Carton. 
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of 1,000 marks to the King. He cduciitcd him iu the 
Protestant Mth. On the Duke's death, in July, 1624, 
the Docheas saooeeded as goardiaDy but appears to haye 
been yery willing to transfer her charge, which the 
EarFs aunt, the Dowager Countess of Kildare, wished 
to be assigned to the Earl of Antrim, as appears from 
the following letter:— 

" My Noble and Dear Nephew, 

I hare received your letter, sent bj Mr. Hodges, 
bnt I hare not seene the Gent, himflelfe as yett, who 
shall find I'ur your Lordship's sake, all the kind enter- 
tainment I canne afford him, 1 had beene unnaturall 
if I had not oontinned my dearest (and as it pleaseth 
your Lordsliip justly to tearm it) motherlike affection 
unto you, haviiige never deserved the contrary at my 
hands, which naturall love and onion I hope shall ever 
conHnne betweene ns. I thought good to acquaint your 
Lordship that I wrought the Earle of Antrim to gett 
your wardshipp into his hands, assuringe myself that noe 
body will deale more nobly and liberally with yon, or 
have a greater can; of your estate and prosperity, having 
the power and affection to efiect the same. Uee hath 
at this present 4 daughters unmarried, two maydens 
under the age of eleven yeares old, and two widdows, 
the one at the age of 21, the other at 18, of which 
four hee is pleased to give your Lordship your choyce. 
If it did please your Lordship to lett mee have a stroke 
in your choyce, 1 would commend the eldest to you, 
whose virtue, wisedom, spirit, and comelinesse farre 
Burpasseth the rest I say not this (believe me, deare 
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nephew) because by her former marriage shee is my 
neecC) being married to my nephew of Delvin, bat in my 
loye to yoQf assnringe myselfe that you will think yoar- 
selfe happy hereafter in making this choyce. Your 
difference in age is but two or three } euros, which is 
nothinge, and noe question canne he made, but that shee 
will bee a good mother of children, as having one goodly 
boy, which is now Lord of Delvin, and my brother of 
Westmeath's heyre. Howsoever, I beseech God direct 
you for the best, as wisheth from her heart, that will 
never fayle to continue, 

" Your Lordship's fajthfull and affectionate Aunt, 

KUkeae Aelqf June, 1629." 

The Duchess of Lennox, however, had already assigned 

her ward to Richard, first Earl of Cork, uud this 
assignment was contoned by the King's letter, dated at 
Westminster, the 10th May, 1629, on the payment 
by the Earl of the yearly sum of £47 16s. 6d. 

In August of the same year, the following letter was 
written by liOrd Aungier to the young Earl 

^Mj dear good Lord, 

I am ceitaynely informed by a witness sent, that my 

Lord, the Earlc of Corke, hath contracted with the 
Dutchesse of Lennox for your wardshipp with your 
consent Since God hath ordayned it soe, I beseech him 
to give a blessing to it. I hope hee will use you nobly, 
and looke well to your estate, preserve and increase it, 

* MS. Letters to George, aixteenth Earl of Eiidaro. 
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whereanto, God willing, I shall give my best helpe. It 

is most requisite you should bee very careful! of your 
evidences., They are now in the possession of the old 
steward, a fiiythfull servant of your howse ; they are kept 
in tlie howse of ^raynouth, in a place there called the 
Couucell howse, strongly built of stone, a little remote 
from the howse, toward the garden ; a place very fitt for 
their keepinge. If you please, I will canse t^em to bee 
kept there, under iocke and key, untiil they may be 
safely delivered to yourselfe, at your comminge into this 
kittgdome ; which I hope now will not bee longe. Soe I 
commend you, my Lord, to the gratio us protection of the 
Almighty. 

^ Tour very affectionate lovinge TJnde, 

** to doe you service, 

" Francis Angiee.* 
''Dublyn this last o/Augustj 1629/ 

The £arl of Cork soon after proposed to his ward« to 
give him his daughter, Lady Joan Boyle, in marriage, to 

which he assented. As the King's approval was neces- 
sary, it was given in a letter dated at Bagshot, the I5th 
Angnst, 1629, and directed to the Lords Jostices, the 
Earl^of Cork, and the Lord Chancellor, Ely. In order 
that there might be no delay, this letter directed Richard 
Talbot, ofMalahide,andotbertmstees, who might be seized 
of any manor, &c., belonging totheEarlof Elldare, to join 
with him in providing a jointure for Lady Joan.t 

About that time Lord Aungier wrote to the Earl as 
follows : — 

* MS. Lcttcm. t liOdge. 
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"My Very NoiiLL and Sv?eet Lord, 
I am yery glad that you are fallen into soe good 
hands. Mr. Talbot hath, accordinge to jour desire, 
perfected a conyeyanoe for the joyntare of the Lady 
Joane Boyle, to the good likinge of the Earle of Corke. 
God make this marriage happy to yoa. My advice is 
that you part fayre with the Dutchesse, and contanne 
, lior your frend. Soe prayinge God dajly for your 
happiues, 

"I rest, 

" Tour Lordship's Yeiy affectionate 

Uncle, to doe you service, 
^ Franc : Ai<gi£e. 

The conclusion of the articles between the Earl of 

Antrim and the Dutclicsse was altogether without my 
privities.''* 

In October, 1629, the Earl entered Christ Church 
College at Oxford. While he was there, Lord Cork 
wrote to him, on the 25th March, 1630, as follows : — 
" As for yout dwarfe, seeing his present maintenance 
comes out of your estate, I am very well pleased with 
your choyce of him to attend upon you and your tutor 
(Mr. Sibthorp), to be ever neere you, and hee to wayte 
upon you as your page. I think it will be suiiicieut 
untill you come hither, for I doe not wish you to pester 
yourselfe with two many attendants.*^ 

On the Earl taking leave of the Ducliess of Lennox 
in June, 1630, she gave him X20, which he immediately 
distributed among her 8ervaats»t 

• MS. L«tler». flbid. t Ibid. 
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As he was to return to Ireland in July, Lord Cork 

procured ;i royal wai r.'int for post horses, and a ban^ue 
to transport hiiu to Ireland." But ^Hhe seas beinge 
in^ted with pirates," a king's ship was sent to convey 
him oTer.* 

The Earl was married to Lady Joan Boyle on the 15th 
Angust, 1630, being then only eighteen years of age. 
The Castle of Maynooth haYing &llen into a state of 

dilapidation after the deatk of the fourteenth Earl, in 
1612, in consequence of the minority of his two successors, 
the Earl of Cork, soon after he became guardian of the 
young Earl, restored and improved it, and placed over 
the principal gate the following inscription : — 

**This ancient mannor house of Maynooth, being 
totally mined and ready to Ml, was new bnilt and 
enlarged by the Right Honorable Richard Boyle, Knight, 
Lord Boyle, Baron of Youghal, Viscount Dungarvan, 
Earl of Cork, the Loid High Tieasnrer of Ireland, and 
one of the two Lords Justices in the Government of the 
kingdom ; who, being guai dian of the lands and body 
of the Right Honourable George, thefyftecnth Earl of 
Kildare, to whom, with Royal assent of the King's 
Majestie, he gave his fonrth daughter, the Lady Joan 
Boyle, in marriage, built this house for him at his own 
charge, in Anno 1630." 

In 1632, the pictnie of the Earl, which is now at 
Carton, was painted, and, in consequence of the diminu- 
tive size of the figure, the Earl is commonly called the 
" Fairy Earl." 

• MS. Letters. 
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It 1632 the Earl received the following letter from 
Gerald, Earl of Desmond, the last who bore that title. 
If the attainder had been reversed, he would have been 
the twentieth Earl. He had been created a Count by 
the King of Spain, and was then in the Imperial service. 
He died in Germany — defending a strong town, of 
whldi he had the command, and which he refiiaed to 
surrender* — without issue, that year : — 

" Right Noble and Most Noble Cosen, 
Nejther corporall distance, little acquaintance with 
your Lordship, neytheroure long peregrination from my 
native soyle, dothe anythinge diminish the naturall 
affection I beare your Lordship. I find myselfe now in 
Italy, spendinge my youth in foUowinge the wanes, 
though havinge but a troupe of souldiers ; howsoever I 
coiit4iiit mysche with the fortune that his Omnipotcncy 
gives me, eyther poore or rich, potent or not. Whilst I 
live in this mortall body I am at your Lordship's service 
at all occurrences as beeommeth^ notwithstanding all 
chauuces wee must not be oblivious of the true amity 
and love that was invioUbly observed betweene our 
antenates and elders. I pray my rude English bee 
pardoned. Thus, with kissinge your noble hands, and 
wishiuge your Lordship all prosperity, I end the Gth of 
August, 1632. 

<*Tour Lordship's most a&ctionate cosen 
to command, 
" Dmmosd, a/i'aa Gerrotx FitzGekald.! 
*^At MiUayne^ the aeeuHmed place if my residence.'* 

• O'Dalfs GenadinM, p. IIS. | IfS. Letton. 
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In September, 1632, the following letter was addressed 
to the Earl : — 

Bight Noble, 

" I have sent you 2 brace of partridges, becing tlie 
first fruits of my bawkes labour. I assure your Lordship, 
you have, thoagh I bee noeffaulkner, the best bawkeing 
in the kingdome, and if it please your honour and my 
very good Lady, to doe me the honour one week to 
come to us, both your honour and her Ladyship, by 
seeing the hawkes fly within the Band of Allen, shall 
confinne, I hope, what I report of him to bee true. My 
Lord, lett me know by this bearer the time certayne, 
that I may provide some venison agaynstmy Ladye's 
comminge. I killed a brace of these partridges uppon 
my cosen William Fitz Gerald's land of Castlerowes 
farm, where there is a good store of game. I shall, 
therefore, entieate your Lordship's letter unto him, that 
noe ffaulkners shall hawke in that liberty, but such as 
your honour shall appoynt or licence. I hear of some 
neighbours towards the Lordship of Maynooth that 
destroyes the small store of partridges that ly that way. 
They ouglit to be preserved pretiously for your own use; 
game therabouts being very scarce. I beseech your 
honour blame your servants, and lett them have special 
directions to bee more carefhll. I could name the 
fiaulkners, but that they are my speciall friendes. So, my 
Lord, I humbly take leave, and will ever live and dy, 

^ Tour Lordship's true servant, 

••Maurice FitzGerald.* 
Sq>teniber the 25, 1632,* 

• ICS. Letton. 
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The Earl came of age in January, 1633, and on the 
20th February had a special liTeiy of all his lauds, on 
paying a fine oC £300, Irish. 

There appear to have soon arisen differences between 
the Earl and his father-in-law, for in April, 1633, the 
Lord Deputy, Viscount Wentworth, afterwards Earl of 
Strafford, wrote as follows to the former: — 

« 

" My very good Lord, 

Your letter of the 20th of the last month bringes 
with it many testimonyes of your lore and respects to 

mee, which I shall endeavour to deserve. In the mcane 
tyme, it is somewhat strange to mee (considering your 
neare alliance with my Lord of Corke, in manyinge 
one of his daughters), to find that any just occasion of 
unkindnesse should arise betweene you. The best 
service that I canne doe your Lordship in that businesse, 
is to advise you, by a fayre carriadge towards him, to 
winne upon his affections, which will make a better un- 
di rstandinge betweene you both, and thus all your future 
differences bee by your moderation past over, and your 
Lordship much assisted in the managinge of your 
fortune and repayringe your house, thorough his great 
wisedome and experience, best able and sure, forth of this 
desire of the good of his and your children, best affected 
to give you faythful advice in all thinges which may 
coucerue you. I hope it will not bee longe ere I shall 
have the happinesse to see your Lordship in that 
kingdome, where I shall readily doe any good offices in 
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a friendly and an even way, that your Lordship may 
perceave how much I am 

Your Lordship's 
'^Tery a&ctionate friend and aerrant^ 

" WEKlWOliTH.* 

" WestminsieTj this 
« 5^ tfAprU, 1638/ 

In 1634 the Earl took his seat in the House of Lords 
on the opening of the Parliament summoned by Viscount 
Wentworth in Dublin Castle. The ceremony then 
observed Is thus stated in the Lords' Journals: On the 
14th July, 1634, the Lord Deputy being seated in the 
cLiiir of estate in the House of Lords, the Earl of 
Kildare bearing the cap of maintenance; the £arl of 
Ormonde, the sword; Lord Brabazon, Sir Robert Loftos, 
and Mr. Arthur Jones, the train ; the Lord Chancellor 
was then introduced. The Lord Deputy having with- 
drawn, the Earl of Cork, Lord Treasurer, delivered hb 
writ to the Lord Chancellor, and was followed by the 
Earl of Kildare, who was brought in by a Gentleman 
Usher and Ulster £ing*at-arms, carrying his writ He 
was foUowed by the Earls of Ormonde, Thomond, &c. 

On the 3 1st July he was appointed one of the 
" Committee of Grievances," which was to report what 
Acts should be repealed. 

On the 6th August he obtained a grant for a weekly 
market and two yearly fairs at Strangford and Ardglass. 

On the 9th December, Lord lUmelagh moved in the 
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House of Lords, that a protection granted hy the 
Earl of Kildare to one Nicholas Barry, to ]>e of force 
during the preceding session, should be declared void. 
The protection haying been produced, was oideied to he 

read: — 

t< Whereas by the ancient priviledge, laws, and 
customs of this realm, heretofore used and approved, 
the lords spiritual and temporal, the knights burgesses 
of the Parliament, have always, and their servants 
and followers, been priviledged and fireed &om any 
molestation, trouble, arrest, or imprisonment, for some 
certain days, both before the beginning and after the 
ending of the same; and whereas, at this time, a 
Parliament is summoned, where I, Geoige^ Earl of 
Kildare, one of the Peers of this kingdom, am to 
make my appearance, and to give my attendance. 
Now know that, notwithstanding you, or some of 
you, have in your hands some process, writ, or war- 
rant to molest, arrest, or imprison Nicholas Barry, 
of the Annagh, in the county of Cork, Esq., my 
servant in ordinary, whose attendance I have special 
cause to use and employ in matters which do much 
concern and import my affairs, and other occasions 
to be followed and sollicited by him, during this session 
of Parliament These are, therefore, to charge and 
command you, and every of you, both to withdraw the 
same process, writt, or warrant (if any such be), 
as also, if thereby you, or any of you, have molested, 
arrested, or imprisoned him, the said Nicholas Bany, . 
within the compass of the aforesaid days of privi- 
ledge, that then upon sight hereof you presently set 
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him at liberty, as you, or any of you, will answer the 

contrary. 

GSO. EdLDARS. 

" Ohm under my hand and 

aealy the Xst day July, 
A.D. 1634. 

" To all mayors, sherifEs, 8ei]geants of mace, and 
all others his Majesty's officers and loving 

subjects wlium it may concern." 

It was thereupon ordered by the House that the pro- 
tection should be of no force.* 

In that year the Earl, having been treated with 
neglect by the Lord Deputy, absented himself from 
Parliament ; but having been commanded by the King 
to attend, he obeyed, opposing, however, the measures of 
tihe Government. Wentworth showed his resentment by 
his imperious treatment of the Earl, who, resolving to 
appeal to the King, sailed secretly to England without 
having obtained license of departure. He was, however, 
coldly received by Charles, who had been prepossessed 
against him, and only regained the royal favour by pro- 
mising submission to the Deputy .f 

In 1638, the Lord Depnty determined to examine 
the title of every estate in Connaught, with the view of 
establishing a new plantation through the whole province. 
The Earl, however, refused to submit his property to the 
sentence of the Privy CSoancil, and was, in consequence, 
committed to prison. t 

• Lords' Journals, vol. i., p. 44. f Iceland's Ir., vol. iL, p. 19. 
X Ibid.j vol. iii, p. d5. 
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Oq the 3rd of March; 1641, at a meeting of Roman 
Catholics, held in the Abhey of Mnltifarnham, among 

other resolut ions the following was passed : That only 
the ancient nobility of the kingdom shall stand, and, of 
them, sQch as shall refuse to conform to the Bomaa 
Catholic religion to he remoyed, and others pnt in their 
room. Howsoever, the present Earl of Kildare must be 
put out, and another put in his plaoe.^ 

On Sunday, the 22nd October, 1641, the Earl, with 
other Lords, repaired to Dublin Castle, and made a 
declaration before the Lords Justices, Sir William Parsons 
and Sir John Borlace, that they knew nothing of the 
conspiracy, which had been first disooyered two days 
before.t 

When the insurrection of 1641 broke out (in October), 
the Earl called a meeting of the gentry and commons 
of the county of Kildare at Naas, at which he was 
chosen Governor of the county. He then, with the 
approval of the Council, appointed three gentlemen as 
Captains for the suppression of disorders in the county. 
One of them, Piers Fitz Gerald, of Ballysonan, or Bally- 
shannon, who had served in Flanders in the regiment 
of Owen Koe O'Neill, was appointed to the command of 
Gastledermot He then procured a warrant from the 
Earl to the Rev. John Walsh, to deliver to him the 
castle there ; but on the 7th December he joined the 
Catholic Confederation, and was first appointed Colonel 
of a regiment, and afterwards, by the General Assembly 
at Kilkenny, Sergeant-M^jor of the Leinster forces. 

* Borlaoe** Ir. BebellioB, p. 40. f Wanwi^i Ir., toI. ii., p. 61. 

S 
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On the 7tb January, 1642, a party of Catholics seized 

and pillaged Maynooth Castle, carrying off the furniture 
and the library,* which was of great value; all the stock, 
including thirty«nine English cows and oxen, thirty 
horses worth £270, household goods worth at least £200, 
and corn and hay worth £300; tiiey also deprived him of 
rents amounting to £600 a year.t The castle was soon 
retaken, but in 1646 was occupied by a detachment sent 
for that purpose by the Catholic General, Prijstun, when 
he was advancing against Dublin, and on his retreat it 
was dismantled, and has never since been inhabited. 

On the 17th November, 1642, the Earl was again 
selected as one of the Committee of Grievances by the 
House of Lords. 

In 1643, the army in and about Dublin being in 
gicat Avaiit, owing to arrear of pay, tlie Earl, who 
commanded a regiment, and all the principal ofEccrs, 
sent to the Council a remonstrance, in which they 
stated that it had been agreed between the Paiiiament 
of England and the Lord Lieutenant that the arrears 
should be paid oii^ and that they were in great want. 
They also drew up a memorial to the King ; but their 
envoy, Major Woodhouse, not being permitted to leave 
Ireland, the Earl and other oihcers obtained admittance 
to the Council, and demanded a pass for him, which was 
granted,} 

* The library at Maynooth had existed for more than a oentttty^ 
as the catalogue of the books, in 1526, is in the British Mnieum.— 
(Appendix VI.) 

t Loflge. 

X Borlaoe. 
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On the 2Uih April, 1G43, the House of Lords bunt a 
message to the Commons, informing them that the £arl 
of Kildare had petitioned them against two Commoners, 
Sir George Wentworth and George Carr, Esq., for arrears 
of rent; that they could not proceed against them, on 
account of priyilege, and desiring that the £arl might 
be left to the ordinaiy course of law. The answer of 
the Commons was extraordinary : " That they had 
entered into the merits of the cause, and found that the 
Earl's interest was but in trust."* 

A deputation from the Catholics having been sent to 
the King at Oxford, in September, the Protestants in 
and about Dublin met on the 6th October, 1643, at the 
£arl of Kildare*s house, and drew up a petition to the 
Lords Justices and Council, for license for such as they 
should select to wait on the King on their behalf. Tlie 
King's permission having been obtained, a deputation 
was appointed by both Houses of Parliament then sitting 
in Dublin, to present to the King a memorial stating 
their grievances, and praying that no treaty should 
be made with the Catholics to the prejudice of the 
Protestants. This memorial was signed by the Earl and 
many others, t 

In 1645, the Earl of Glamorgan, having been com- 
mitted to custody on an indictment of high treason 
for having surreptitiously obtained a commission to 
make peace with the Confederate Assembly of Kilkenny, 
was on the 21st January, 1646, liberated on his own 

* Lord Mountmorm' Hist of Iiiah Parliament, toL ii. p. 7S. 
f Borkce, p. 164. 
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recognizances and those of the Marquis of Clanricarde 

and the Earl of KLldare.* 

In June, 1647, the eleven old broken regiments then 
in and about Dublin were reduced to seven, and placed 
under the command of the Earl of Eildare, Lord Moore, 
and Culuuels Tichburn, Borlace, Willoughbj, Balj, and 
Flower; and Colonel Michael Jones was appointed 
Governor of Dublin.t 

In August, on the report that Owen Roe O'Neill, tlie 
Ulster General, was advancing towards Dublin, Colonel 
Jones committed the command of the city to the Earl, 
while he marched to meet the enemy. The Earl had 
under his command his own regiment, and those of Sir 
John Borlace, and Colonels Wiiloughby and Fenwick, 
the train bands, and five troops of horse. 

In August, 1649, Oliver Cromwell, the Lord Lieute- 
nant, soon after his arrival in Ireland, disbanded the 
EarFs regiment among others.} 

The Castles of Athy, Kilkea, and Castledermot having 
been retaken from the Catholics under Lord Dillon, in 
1650, by Colonel Hewson, the Eurl resided at KUkp4^ 
and in Dublin, until his death. 

He died in the beginning of 1660, a short time 

» 

before the Hestoratiou of Charles II., and was buried at 
Kildare. 

Hb Countess, Lady Joan Boyle, fourth daughter of 

Richard, the first and "Great" Earl of Cork, died, befure 
him on the 11th March, 16o6, and was buried in her 
father's tomb in St. Patrick's Cathedral. 

« Flowden, toI. i. p. 153. f Hist, rol. li. p. 192. 

I Ibid. 
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They had three sons, and six daughters : 



Bichardi Lord Offiilj^ baptized in St WerburgVs 
Cliiircli tlie 4th February, 1633 ; died an infant. 
Wentwortb, seventeenth Earl. 
Robert, father of Robert, the nineteenth £arL 
Lady Elizabetih, ) , 



Lady Eleanor, twin with Lady Joan, born in 1634. 
She was married, in 1656, before Ridgewaj Hatfield, 
Mayor of Dnblin, to Sir Walter Borrowes, Bart, of 
Graugemellon, and died in 1681. 

Lady Cathenne, a lady of great piety and virtue,** 
died nnmanied in 1714, at a great age. She left all 
her personal property to her grand-nephew, James, Lord 
Offaly, afterwards Duke of Leinster. 

Lady Frances, married, in 1656, before Benjamin 
Worsley, Esq., J.P., to Sir James Shaen, Bart. 

Lady Elizabeth, married, iiiat, Gallat^iiaii M'Carthy, 
second Earl of Clancarty ; and, secondly. Sir William 
Davies, Chief Justice of the King's Bench. She died in 



WENTWOBTH, 8EVE1TTEEKTH EABL. 

Wentworth, seventeenth fiarl of Kildare, was bom in 

1634, and was named after the Earl of Strafford. 

On the 11th Febmary, 1661, soon after his accession 
to the title, he was made a Privy Councillor, and was 
appointed Captain of a troop of horse, a post at that 
time held by persons of the highest rank. His brother 
Robert was, at the same time, sworn of the Trivy 





1698. 
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Goancil, and also received a troop. On tlie 27tli Marcli 

he was appointed Governor of the County of Kildare, 
and of King and Queen's Connties. 

On the 8th May he took his seat in the Honse of 
Lords, in tlie first Parliament held after the Restoration 
of Charles II., when lie was the first of the Peers who 
delivered their writs.* On that occasion the Lords 
Justices haying ascended the chairs set under the doth 
of state, the robe was laid on the table belure them, Lord 
Baltinglass carried the sword, Viscount Montgomery the 
cap, and the Earl of Kildare the rohe.t On the same 
day he was named on the Committee of Privileges. 

On the 2oth May, he, with Lords Montgomery, Santry, 
and Banelagh, was appointed by the House to search 
among the records for any reflections that had been cast 
on the honour of the Earl of Strafford by the Irish House 
of Lords, and in consequence of their report, parts of 
the records for the years 1640 and '41 were expunged 
on the 30th July. 

On the 20th June, the two Houses of Parliament 
having agreed to send Commissioners to England to 
make arrangements conceminL^ the Act of Settlement, 
the I'.arl, with the Bishop of Elpbiii. Viscount Montgo- 
mery, and Lord Kingston were selected by the Lords to 
accompany certain members of the House of Commons to 
England, ^^for the service of his Majesty, the good of the 
Church, and the settlements of the kingdom. On the 
31st July, ^^Mr. J. Darcy was appointed Clerk to the 

♦ Lords' Joumola, vol. i p. 231. 
I Liber Mun. Hib., pt. vi. p. 11. 
X Lords' Journals^ vol. i. p. 254. 
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Commissioners, on the Lord of Kildare engaging for his 
honesty f on the 21st January, 1662, the allowanoe to 
each of the Commissioners was fixed at £200, and the 
siiliiry of the Clerk at £50 ; on the 4th March it was 
ordered by the House of Lords, " that the Earl of 
Kildare, having hron^t a seasonable and satisfactoiy 
return of the instmctions from the House of Lords to 
their Commissioners, have the thanks of this House 
and on the 9th April, 1663, he received £800 for his 
allowance and expenses as Commissioner. 

On the 23rd July, 1661, the Earl held the Duke of 
Ormonde s proxy in the House of Lords. 

The customs of the ports of Stiangford and Aidglass, 
which had been granted by Henry YIIL, in 1515, to 
the ninth Earl, h:L^ ing been confiscated to the Crown, 
through the negligence of Valentine Payne, agent to the 
sixteenth Earl, Charles II. deemed it advisable, instead 
of restoring them to the Earl, to redeem them. He, 
accordingly, by a letter dated at Whitehall, on the 22nd 
April, 1662, ordered the Duke of Ormonde, the Lord 
Lieutenant, to cause a sum not exceeding £10,000 to 
be paid to trustees, to be disposed of by tliem in the 
discharge of the Earl's sisters' portions, and bis other 
debts and engagements. The sum actually paid was 
£8,000, of which £1,500 was assigned to his brother 
Robert. 

On the 30th May, 1662, the Earl was present at the 
passing of the Act of Settlement by the House of Lords. 
On the 14th April, 1663, the Lord Lieutenant was 



♦lord*] 



'b JounialB, vol i. p. 290. 
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authorized to grant letters patent to the Earl for the 
pardon of all tieaaon, and other crimes and o&nces . 
whatsoever, committed hy him against the Grown during 

the late troubles." This grant was made on the 22ud 
July. 

The Earl resided at Eilkea CasUe, not bemg able, in 

consequence of losses suffered during the rebellion, to 
restore Majnooth Castle. 

He died offerer on the 5th March, 1664, muTersally 
lamented, being only 30 years of age ; and was bnried 
on the next day in Gluist Church Cathedral, in Dublin. 

He married Lady Elizabeth Holies, second of the 
thirteen daughters of John, second Earl of Clare. He 
received with her £6,000 as her fortune. During her 
widowhood she resided at Kilkea Castle. She died on 
the 30th Jane, 1666, and was buried beside her husband. 
They had one son and three daughters :— 

John, eighteenth Earl. 

Lady Mary, died an infant. 

Lady Anne. She had a fortune of X6,000, and mar* 
ried, first, Hugh Boscawen, of Tregothnan; and secondly, 

the Hon. Francis Rubartes, M.P., and Vice-President of 
the Royal Society. Their son succeeded as fourth £arl 
of Badnor. She died on the 4th May, 1715, and was 
buried in Westminster Abbey. 
Lady Eleanor, died young. 

JOHN, EIGHTEENTH EAEL. 

John, eighteenth Earl of Kildare, was born in 1661, 
and being only three years of age at the tirae of his 
father*s death, was left under the guardianship of his 
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iQotiher. At her decease in 1666, ha was committed 
to the care of his grandmother, the Countess Dowager 

of Clare, daughter and co-heiress of the celebrated Lord 
Vere, of Tilbury, 

Under the Act of Settlement of 1662, it was enacted, 
that the Earl of Kildare should have the pie-emiJtiou of 
any forfeited lauds, which were held hy any tenure 
under Geoi^ or Wentworth, Earls of Kildare, and also 
of any lands surrounded L} , or intermixed with his 
estates. This provision being thought to obstruct the 
settlement of the country, was repealed by the Act of 
Explanation, when it was enacted that the Commissioners 
for the executron of the Act were " to set out unto John, 
Earl of Kildare, as much undisposed forieited lands as 
would amount to the yearly value of £500, which lands 
were to be contiguous to his lordship of Eilkea." This 
provision being unfulfilled, a petition was presented to 
the King on the part of the Earl, stating that he was 
under age, and praying that lands to the stated amount 
might he settled upon him. Accordingly, by a letter, 
dated the 18th November, 1670, a commission was 
ordered to be issued to inquire into his Majest^s title 
to certain lands in yarious counties, which, to the 
aforesaid amount, should be settled on him and his heirs 
of entail. Whether any, or what lands were thus 
acquired, does not appear. 

In 1672, the Ear! receiTed teom the King a grant for 
a weekly market at Rathangan ; in 1674, another for 
a wedLly market, and two yearly fairs at Castledermot ; 
and in 1678, a third hr a weekly market and two 
yearly fairs at Maynooth. 
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On the 8th August, 1674, he was appointed joint 
Governor of tha County of Kildare, with his uncle 
Bobert Fitz Gerald ; the duties to be performed by the 
latter nntil the Earl was of age^ and then by the Earl 
alone, or by the survivor of them. 

In 1683, soon after he came of age, he accompanied 
James, Duke of York, the Duchess, and their daughter, 
Lady Anne, to Oxford, where the degree of D.G.L. was 
conferred upon him. 

After the accession of James 11., the Earl suffered the 
same hardships as other Protestants. In 1689, his 
estates in Irelnnd of the annnal yalue of £6,800, were 
sequestered by the Failiament held in Dublin, and ,£200 
a year in England. 

In 1692, the Earl not appearing in the Irish House of 
Lords, on being called a second tiuic a writ or summons 
was issued to him, among others, to attend on the 21st 
November, or otherwise to be fined £300.* 

About the year 1692, an Act was passed enabling the 
Earl to sell his estates in the County of Limerick, in 
order to pay incumbrances amounting to £9,300, and 
the rest of the purchase-money, except £2,000 for the 
EarFs private use, to be invested in land in England. 
The estates were sold in 1711, wiien Adare was 
purchased by the ancestor of the Earl of Dunraren, and 
Groom by Mr. Croker, of Bally nagarde. 

The Earl appears to have resided constantly in 
England, at Caversham in Oxfordshire. 

He died there on the 9th November, 1707, at the age 

* Lords' Journals in Lib. Mun. Hib. 
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of forty-six, and was buried in the Duke of Kichmond's 
yaulty in Heniy YIII/s chapel, in Westminster Abbey. 

By his will, dated 19th March, 1704, he left the 
purchase money of his Limerick estates to the Duke of 
Richmond, but the estates not having been sold at the 
time of his death, the Duke sacceeded to them, and 
disposed of them soon after. The Earl also left £100 a 
year to his aunt, Lady Catherine Fitz Gerald, ten shillings 
to his sister, Ladj Anne Robartes, and £200 to the poor 
of Carersham. 

He married, first, the lion. Mary O'Brien, eldest 
daughter of Henry, Lord Ibrackan, and grand-daughter 
of the seventh Earl of Thomond. They had a son, 
James, Lord Ofialy, who died young. 

And, secondly, in June, 1684, Lady Elizabeth Jones, 
eldest daughter and co-heiress of Kichaid. Earl of 
Ranelagh. She had a fortune of £10,000. They had 
no issue. 

Pictures of the Earl and his second Countess, by 
Wissing, are at Carton. 
The Earl was succeeded by his cousin, Robert, son of 

his uncle, Robert i itzGerald. 

BOBEET FITZGEBALD. 

The Hon. Robert Fitz Gerald, second son of George, 
sixteenth Earl of Kildare, was bom in August, 1637, 
and was baptized on the 17th of that month, in Saint 
Werburgh*s Church. 

He was a young man of great energy and spirit,'' 



Digitized by Google 



268 



EAKLS OF KILDAEE. 



and was au active promoter of the Eestoration of 
Charles II. 

On the 1st Febmarj, 1661, the King, consideration 
of the many faithful and eminent services done uuto him, 
in the late transactions of his happy and memorable 
restorationf** granted to him the lands of Tjrmoge, &c^, 
in the Queen's County (which had been demised by the 
eleventh Earl of Kildare to his natural son, Gerald, for 
101 years, and had been forfeited by the rebellion of 
Gerald Fitz Gerald in 1641), for the remainder of the 
unexpired term of the lease. 

On the 11th February, he was, with his brother, the 
Earl, sworn as one of the Privy Gonncil, and also 
received a commission as Captain of a troop of horse, 
the army being then not regimented. On the 15th 
April, he was appointed Comptroller of the Musters and 
Cheques of the army in Ireland, with a fee of 208. per 
diem, and on 1 7th April he was elected to repreaeut 
the County ot Kildare, in the House of Commons. 

He at that time resided at Grangemellon, near Athy, 
of which place he obtained from his brot^er*in*law, Sir 
Walter Borrowes, in 1G74, a lease for 999 years, to 
commence at the expiration of a former lease to his 
brother, the Earl, for 61 years, from 1661. Of the 
house, a gateway, flanked by two towers, alone remains. 

On the 4 th August, 1663, he married Mary,daughter and 
heiress of Colonel James Clotworthy, of Monnunore, in the 
County of Londonderry, brother of Yisconnt Massarene. 

On the 8th August, 11)74, he wa^s appointed joint 
Governor, with his nephew, the Earl of KUdare, of ,the 



Digitized 



EARLS OF KlLDAli£. 



269 



County of Kildare, and was to exercise the duties of that 
office until the latter attained his majority iu 1682. 

On the 6tli August, 1677, he received the degree of 
LL.D. at Oxford, from the Duke of Ormonde, Chsmcellor 
of the University. 

On the Ist May, 1 680, he was made Gustos Kotulonim 
of the Coantj of Kildare. 

In February, 1685, three weeks after the accession 
of James II., he was deprived of all his offices, and of 
his troop, for which he had paid £2,000. The King and 
his minister, Kichard Talbot, Earl of Tyrconnell, had 
eiukiivoured to induce bim, by offers of advancement, to 
join their cause, but having been educated in England, 
in the Protestant faith, he refused, and they were heard 
to exclaim, that " that gentleman would force them to 
ruin him, which they were sorry for.* 

Soon after Lord Tyrconnell had assumed the govern- 
ment of Ireland in 1686, Fitz Gerald was arrested, and 
taken in an insolent manner through the streets of 
Dublin, to the house of the Chief Justice Nugent, by 
whom he was committed to Newgate prison, and confined 
in a common cell. It having been represented to the 
Government that his health, and that of others, would 
suffer iu that prison, the reply was, It is good enough 
for them.** At the end of twenty-one weeks, in 
consequence of freqaent applications on bis behalf, he 
obtained an order of Gouncil for his release on bail, and 
was permitted to live in his own house; but five months 
after, on a suspicion that he was in correspondence with 
the diiiitlccted ritizijiiii, a regiment of infantry was 
quartered in the three neighbouring houses to watch 
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him. For two yean he wns deprived of his estates and 
employments to the value of £3,300 per annum, but 
during that time he was conatantlj supplied with ereiy 
requisite hy unknown persons. 

Ou the landing of William III. in Ireland, in June, 
1690^ though he had permission to remain under a 
guard, in his own house, he was taken, at a momenta 
notice, by an officer of militia and seven men, to the 
Castle, in the guard-room of which he met Drs. King 
and Foy, afterwards Archbishop of Dublin and Bishop of 
Waterford; and after some deliberation, he was sent to 
Trinity College, and conliaed there witli about fifty 
Other prisoners of distinction. 

On the 2nd July, 1690, when the news of the Batde 
of the Boyne reached Dublin, the city was in great 
con fusion. At the first alarm Gitz Gerald sent Sir 
liobert Gore, with some servants, to the Castle, with a 
letter, requiring Mr. Spike, the Governor, to surrender 
it to Sir Kobert. Ho then, with the Bishop of Limerick, 
Dean Burke,* and eight or nine gentlemen, proceeded 
from the College towards the city. Near Lord 
Charlemont*8 house they were stopped by a sentinel, 
who threatened to fire ui>un them, but Captain Reynolds 
seized his musket, while Fitz Gerald, taking his sword, 
advanced with it in his hand to the city, where he was 
no sooner seen, than the inhabitants, throwing open the 
doors and windows, cried, Here is Captain Fitz Gerald, 
now we are safe." Leaving a guard at the Custom 
House (now Wellington-quay), he went to the Castle. 

* Doau of Eaalj, and afterwards Bifihop of Ardagb. 
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which he found in the custody of Sir fi. Goie. There, 
having heen informed that a crowd had assembled with 

the intention of plundering tlie houses ut the Catholics, 
he went among them and dissuaded them from their 
purpose. He then proceeded to the Tholsel (the site of 
which is now Christ Church-place), where lie wits 
informed that Colonel Luttrel, the Governor of the city 
and garrison of Dublin, had departed on horseback, 
saying that ^^Mr. Fitz Gerald would soon be in his 
place." In Skinners*- row (Christ Church-place), a crowd 
of armed citizens had assembled, at whose head was a 
gentleman with the city keys in his hands. Fitz Gerald 
went to him and demanded " By what authority he had 
those keys ?" And on the reply of By a better authority 
than yours," he took them from the gentleman, who, on 
being informed that it was Fitz Gerald, Legged his 
pardon, and said that he and his party were seeking for 
him, in order to present the keys to him. 

About a hundred of the Protestant inhabitants having 
assembled, he sent sixty to the different gates of tlie city, 
and ten to the Mint Olhcc. lie then went to the main 
guard, where the officer of militia, who was on duty 
with about thirty men, tiieir arms loaded and matches 
lighted, threatened to fire on him; but who, after much 
expostulation, being told that ^' King William was at 
band, and that he could have no hopes of mercy but in 
immediate surrender," gave up his pike, and ordered his 
men to lay down their arms, which Fitz Gerald placed 
in the hands of Protestants. He then returned to the 
Castle, and having placed all the guards, and ordered 
all the rounds, went, at twelve o clock at night, to a 



Digitized by Google 



272 



BARLS OF XILDARS, 



friend^s house in the city, fram which, with the' ^shop 

of Limerick, Dean Burke, and other gentlemen, lie sent 
a letter to King William, giving him an account of these 
transactions, assuring him that the city and Castle of 
Dublin were at bis commund, and requesting assistance 
to maintain order. 

At about four o'clock on the morning of the drd 
July, being informed that some of King James's army 
had returned, and were setting fire to part of the city, 
he called out the guard, consisting of thirty men, and 
went to where the danger was greatest The plunderers 
fled, but he seized one man in the act of setting fire 
to some thatched houses in Kevin-street. As he was 
a French soldier, acting under the orders of his Major, 
he released him alter two days' confinement About 
daybreak a mob again assembled with the intention of 
burning the houses of the Cattolics. These he addressed, 
asking them if they had forgotten how he had disarmed 
the guard, when they, the Protestants, had no arms to 
defend themselves. This pacified some, but others 
having broken into Colonel Sarsfield's house while he 
was speaking, he enfi)rced order among them with his 
sword and cane. He was thus in cuiLstant danger froiu 
four to seven o'clock, but through his exertions not one 
life was lost in the city, and by his discretion and 
decision he sared the magazines and the property of 
both the Protestants and Catholics. At seven o'clock 
he sent letters and messengers to all the former Frivy 
Councillors, to the Protestant Town-Councillors, and to 
some eminent clergymen, requesting them to meet him ; 
»ud when they had assembled, he made a short speech 
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upon the state of aflfairs. After they had thanked him, 
thej appointed n Committee of five to manage the affairs 
of the city. This number was afterwards increased to 
nine. At eight o'clock, on an alarm that the French 
troops were returning to Dublin, he assembled a 
considerable body of men under arms, and having sent 
out horsemen as scoutSi he wrote the following letter, 
add I eased — 

"To the Chief Officer commandiiig any body of their 
Majesties' horse, foot, or dragoons, on their march to 
Dublin. Haste, Haste, Haste, for his Majesty's service. 

"Sir, 

** This town is now at His Majesty's service, only the 
rabble is .very numerous, and we are afraid will be dis- 
orderly ; and *tis feared that some parties of King James's 
forces, who are within six miles, will return and rifle the 
town. Wc therefore in treat you to come or send some 
party of the forces under your command, to relieve and 
assist us, with all expedition, and secure hb Majesty's 
subjects from any forther inconyeniences. 

"R. Fm Gerald. 

''Dublin, July 3rd, at Naouy 1690." 

This letter reached the King sooner than those which 

were sent eiL^it hours before. He reecived the news of 
the city being in his hands with great satisfaction, and 
said : " I see I have some good Mends at Dublin, and 
am much obliged to Mr. Fitz Gerald. Fray tell him 
(being on horseback) I can't now write to him, but will 
take care to send him some horse as soon as I can, and 

T 
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desiie he will go on wiHi taking care of the place as he 

has done." 

In the meanwhile, the Committee of nine selected 
Fitz Gerald as Governor of the City and Castle of 
Dnblin; and deUyeied tolum the fi>11owing document : — 

" Wliereas tlie City and Castle of Dublin have been 
deserted by the late Governors appointed bj King James ; 
and it Is necessary that Bome care be taken to snpplj 
that office, we therefore desire that the Honourable Robert 
Fitz Gerald would take upon him and execute the office 
of Governor of the said City and Castle, till his Mi^estj's 
pleasure be known." 

On the 4th Julj, at about ten o'clock, Sir Robert 
Southwell arrived with a message from the King, to 
inform them that before dinner two regiments of hoiae 
would arrive. He then took Fitz Gerald aside, and sidd 
many kind things to him from the King, and concladed 
with these words : Uis Mi^estj bids me assure jou he 
is jour true Mend by this token he then took out of 
his pocket a small silver medal, which Fitz Gerald had 
sent to the King, in order that he might rely upon any 
intelligence which might be brought by the bearer of the 
token. Within an hour after, a body of horse arrived, 
and on the next day the blue Dutch guards marched in, 
to whom Fitz Gerald surrendered the town guard and 
Castle. He had not slept three hours on the preceding 
night. 

On the next day, Sunday, 6th July, when the King 
went from the camp to St. Patrick's Cathedral, FitzGerald 
presented to him the keys of the City and Castle. The 
King at once returned them to him, saying : " Sir, they 
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are in good hands ; jon deserve them well, and may 
keep them.*' However, about a week after Colonel 
Flojd assumed the command of the Castle.* 

On the 9th Juljr the King appointed Fitz Gerald and 
others CommissionerB to take chaine of all forfeited 
goods. 

On the 1st December he was appointed a member of 
the Privj Council, and on the next day he signed the 
first proclamation, which prohibited any of the King^s 
subjects of Ireland to trade with France, or to correspond 
with the French King, or his subjects. 

On the 22nd September, 1692, and again ontheldth 
August, 16d5, he and his son George were elected 

Members for the Couuty of Kildare.f 

He was the author of two pamphlets, Salt Water 
sweetened, or a true account of the great advantage of 
this new invention both by sea and land," dedicated to 
King Charles II., London, 1683, 4to., and "A full 
and true account of the late BcTolution in Dublin, and 
of what happened there from the time of the defeat of 
King James's army at the Boyne, the 1st July, 1690, 
till King William's entry there. In a letter from a 
gentleman who was then prisoner in the CoUege of 
Dublin, to another in London, dated August 15th, 
1690." London, 1690. Folio^ 

He died on the Slst January, 1699. 

He married, in 1663, Mary Clotwortby, daughter 
and heiress of Colonel James Clotworthy, of Monnimore, 

* Lodge. t Libor Mon. Hib. 

I Ware's Writm of InSimd, B. 1 . p. 207. 
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Omnty of Londonderry. She died on the Slst March, 

1713. They had four sons and six daughters. 
James, died joung. 

George, was a member of the House of Commons and 
succeeded his lather. He died unmarried at the age of 

twenty-six years. 

Robert, nineteenth Earl. 
James, died young. 

Mary, married, in 1G84, John, first Viscount Allen. 
She died in 1692. 

ElizabeUi, married Henry Sandford, of Gastlereagh, 
Member of Parliament for the County of Roscommon. 
Her son, Robert, married Lady Henrietta O'Brien, 
sister to the Countess of Kildare. She died in 1734. 

Frances, married Michael Tisdal, of Martray, or 
Mount Tisdal, in Meath. 

Catherine, married, in 1712, Dive Downes, Bishop of 
Cork. 

Anne, died unmarried in 1709. 

Margaret, married, in 1707, Tobias Hall, of Mount 
Hall, on the Narrow Water, County of Down. 

EOBEETi Km£l££2(TH EARL. 

Robert, nineteenth £arl of Kildare, was bom in May, 
1675. He succeeded his cousin, John, eighteenth Earl, 

in 1707. 

On the 7th March, 1709, he married Lady Mary 
O'Brien, eldest daughter of William, third Earl of 
Inchiqum. 

On the 5th May he took his seat in the House of 
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Lords. On the 6th he was appointed, with others, 
to draw up an address of condolence to Queen Anne 
on the death of her consort^ Prince George of Denmark, 
and also of congratulation on the success of her army ; 
and on the following day he waited on the Lord 
Lieutenant, the £arl of Wharton, with the address, to 
which the Queen returned a gracious answer, on the 
2 3]-. I. 

In that, and several succeeding sessions of Parliament, 
he was a member of the standing Committees of the 
House of Lords. 

In may, 1710, he was made one of the Privy Council. 

On the 25th May it was ordered by the House of 
Lords, ^ that the Earl of Eildare have the leave of the 
House to waive his privilege in a cause pending between 
his lordship and the Lady Catherine Fitz Gerald." 

On the 28th Noyember, the custody of the Great 
Seal, on the death of the Chancellor, was committed 
to the Earl, the Archbishop of Dublin, and Thomas 
Keightiy, Esq. 

The Earl on that occasion wrote the following letter 
to the Duke of Ormonde, the Lord Lieutenant : — 

** %f from Dublin, 
1710. 

My Lord, 

"Yesterday's expresse brought me y* favour of 
y' Graces, and am extreamly oblig'd to you for y* honour 
jou have done me, in thinking of me ; besides y' Graces 
recommendation to her Majesty, and shall endever 
faithfully to execute y' trust repossd in me, and all 
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other things in mjr power for her Majesty's servioe, as 
well as Graces oommands, I shall always be prond 
of obaying. The L* Justaces, Commissioners, and 
Judges ware y"day sworn, but hope y' wont continue 
long ; but will all be Buppened'd soon by y' Graoes 
coming over, w^ I am sbnre must be much desired by all, 
but espessially by y"* y' li is y^ honour to kiiuw yon. 
y ' place is so dull for want of you, I hant a word of news 
to send y* Grace, bat must bege leave to give yon my 
hamble thanks, and asshure yon none is more y° I, 

"My Lord, 

" Y' Excellancys 

<*Most obedant and most faithlulK lunnble Servant, 

On the 9th September, 1714, after the accession of 
George I., he was appointed one of the Lords Justices, 

and on the 9th October was sworn as one of the PriTy 
Council. 

In the first Parliament of George I., which met on the 
12th NoTember, 1715, the Earl presented to the House 

of Lords, a Bill, entitled, " An Act for recognizing His 
Majesty's title to tlie throne of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland f and on the 14th he was appointed one of 
a Committee which was to prepare the address of 
congratulation to the King. 

In 1727, on the accession of George IL, he was again 
sworn as one of the Privy Council. 

In October, 1733, he was constituted, by the cliarter, 
a member of the Incorporated Society for promoting 

•HS. 
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Frotestant schooU in Ireland. He bad, in February 
given £500 for the school at Castledermot, which was 
opened in May, 1734, and was the first working charter 
school* 

In October, 1739, he was, under the Bang's letter, 

appointed one of the Incoporated Company for cai i ving 
on the cambric manufacture in Ireland, to which he 
gave £^00. 

It was the wish of the Earl to have restored Haynooth 

Castle, but on examination it was found to be too much 
dilapidated ; he in consequence detennined to make 
Carton his residence* 

In the beginning of the seventeenth century, a lease 
of the townland of Carton, consisting of 403a. 1e. 16p, 
Irish, had been made by Gerald, fourteenth Earl, to 
William Talbot, grandson of Sir Thomas Talbot, of 
Malabide. He built tbere a house, which is the nucleus 
of the present mansion. He was elected Member for 
the County of KUdare in 1613, was created a baronet 
in 1622, and died in 1633. The estate passed 
CTentaally to his grandson, Kichard, created Earl of 
Tynsonnell in 1685, and Duke in 1689. On his 
attainder, in 1691, ibis property was forfdted to the 
crown, and was sold, subject to the head-rent ut £ 10, 
payable to the Earl of Kildare, for £1,840, to Major- 
General Bichard Ingoldsby, who was Master of the 
Ordnance, and one of the Lords Justices of Ireland at 
the time of his death, in 1711.* From his descendant, 
Thomas Ingoldsby, of Waldridge, the Earl repurchased 
the lease for £8,000, on the 27th January, 1738-9, and 

• Book Qf Forfeited EeUtes, temp. William III. 
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at once commenced to enlai^ the house. He appears 
to have resided nntil then in Ellkea Castle, of which a 

lease was made to Thomas Dixon, Esq., in 1741. 

He died at Carton on the 20th Februarj, 1744, at 
the age of sixty-eighty much lamented, having always 
beeu ii true piitiiut, extensive in his charitj, and truly 
exemplary in all stations of life.* He is said " to have 
been one of the most pious noblemen of the age,** bat 
^'extremely formal and delicate, insomuch, tiiat when he 
was married to Lady Mary O'Brien, one of the most 
shining beauties then in the world, he would not take 
his wedding gloves off to embrace her.** The following 
lines are by a contemporary writer:— 

Kildare't s pfeeedent fx lords 
To Iwep their honour and their worda, 
Since aU oar peon to him give plaoe, 
Hia fui examples let them tnue, 

Whoee virtues claim preoedenoe here» 

Even abstracted from the peer 

His morals make him still more greats 

And to his titles and estate, 

Add 8uc)i a lustre and a ^race, 

As suits his ancient uublc race. 

Surrounding him with all their rays 

Above the compass of ui lays. 

Instead of duos to cru\vd his door» 

It is Bononnded by the poor, 

If y lord takfio eare to see them served. 

And saves some thousands from being starved^ 

does he think himself too great 
Bsdi morning on the poor to wait; 
And as his Charity ne'er oeases» 
His fortune ev'ry day inorsases, 
Has many tiioosands at command, 
A large estate and liberal hand.f 

* lodge. f Whyte's Essay on Dunning, 1740. 
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lie was buried, privately, at Christ Church, Dublin, 
where his Countess erected a very fine mouumcnt to hid 
memorj, on the north side of the Communion Table. 

By his will he left to his Countess £1,200 a year, to 
be paid out of the Kildare estates ; his estates in the 
County of Down i Carton and his house in Dublin, and 
all their furniture, recommending her to leaye them to 
their son ; his plate and jewels, and all the residue of his 
personal property, desiring her, out of it, to finish the 
house and offices at Carton, according to the plan thereof 
To his daughter, Lady Margaret, he left £20,000. He 
entailed his estates upon his son and his heirs, with 
remainder to his daughter and her heirs, remainder to 
his sisters and their heirs, who were to assume the name 
of Fitz Gerald. He also left £500 to each of the charter 
schools of Castledermot,Maynooth, and Strangford; £200 
for rebuilding the church at Bathangan, and £50 to the 
poor of each of the towns of Maynooth, Eildare, Athy, 
and Castledermot. 

He married, in 1708, Lady Mary O'Brien, daughter 
of William, third £arl of Inchiquin. She survived him 
many years, dying at the age of 87, in 1780. She was 
also buried in Christ Church. They had four sons and 
eight daughters, all of whom died young, except James, 
Lord Oflaly, and Lady Margaret. 

William, Lord Offaly, bom 24th July, 1714. 

Lady Mary, born 24th December, 1715. 

Lady Elizabeth, bom 11th May, 1717. 

Lady Henrietta, bom 11th June; 1719. 

George, born 11th October, 1720. 
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James, Lord Ofialy, bom 29th Maj, 1722 ; the 

twentieth Earl. 

Lady Catherine, born 2nd October, 1723. 

Charles, born 16th December, 1724. 

Lady Anne, bom 31st December, 1726. 

Lady Frances, born January, 1728. 

Lady Margaret, bom 2nd July, 1729 ; Countess of 
Hillsborough. 

Lady Charlotte, born 3rd April, 1734. 



JAMES, TWENTIETH EAEJL. 

James, the twentieth Earl of Kildare, was born on the 
2dth May, 1722. 

From the 20th Febmaiy, 1737, to the 5th September, 
1739, he travelled on the Continent 

On the 17th October, 1741, "James, Lord OflGaly, of 
Carton," being then only nineteen years of age, was 
returned to Parliament as member for the borough of 
Athy.* He continued to sit in the House of Commons 
until his accession to the earldom in 1744. 

After his iiither's death, he was the only male repre- 
sentatiye of the Kildare branch of the Geraldines. 

The family rcbidence was at that time in Suffolk- 
street. The Earl, soon after his accession, wished to 
build a large house on the south side of the city ; but 
failing to gtt a site there, he selected one on " Moles- 
worth Fields," then unoccupied, and the foundation of 

* Liber Mim. Hib., pt ii. p. 19. 
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^ Kildaie House," afterwards called ^ Leinster Houaey" 
was laid there in 1745. The Earl is said to have replied 

to a person, who observed that " it was an unfashionable 
part of the town," They will follow me wherever I go.** 

In 1745, when it was expected that Prince James, 
second son of the Pretender, was about to invade Ireland 
at the head of the Irish Brigade,"" the Earl offered to 
raise and equip a regiment at his sole expense, bat 
feceived firom the Government the answer that ^ the 
King had no occasion for his regiment."* 

On the 15th April, 1746, the Hon. Iloi-ace Walpole, 
afterwards Earl of Orford, writes to Sir Horace Mann: — 
*^ The same Duke of Richmond has refused his beantifhl 
Lady Emily to Lord Kildare, the richest and first peer 
of Ireland, on a ridicoloas notion of the King's evil being 
in the family: bot sure that onght to be no objection; 
a very little grain more of pride and Stiiartism might 
persuade all the royal bastards that they have a faculty 
of curing that distemper.1' 

In April, 1746, the Earl was appointed <me of tliA 
Privy Council. 

On the 1st February, 1747, the Earl was created a 
peer <^ Great Britun, by the title of Tisconnt Leinster 
of Taplow, County of Buckingham. It being at that time 
necessary that the title of a British peerage should be 
taken from some place in England, the Earl having no 
property there, took his title from Taplow, which 
then belonged to his uncle, the fourth Earl of Inchi- 
quin. 

• Ii«torial Hiat. of EogUnd. f Walpde's Letters, toI. ii. p. 1 18. 
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On the 7tih Febraary he married Lady Emily Maiy 

Lennox, second daughter of Charles, second Duke of 
Kichmondi and sister of Lady Holland, Lady Louisa 
Conolly, and Lady Saiah Napier. 

On the 23rd February, H. Walpole writes: — Lord 
Kildare is married to the charming Lady Emily Lennox, 
who went the very next day to see her sister, Lady 
Caroline Fox, to the great mortification of the haughty 
Duchess-mother. They have not given her a shilling, 
but the King endows her, by making Lord luldare a 
Yiseount sterling; and they talk of giving him a pinch- 
beck dukedom, too, to keep him always first peer of 
Ireland.*** 

In 1749, when William, Earl of Harrington, was 
Lord Lieutenant, a question arose as to the right of the 

liuuse of Commons to vote the application of any part 
of the unappropriated revenue without the previous 
consent of the Crown. The leaders of the popular party 
were the Earl of Kildare, in the House of Lords, and 
the Speaker Boyle, in the House of Commons; and of 
the Court party the Primate, George Stone, then one of 
the Lords Justices, was the chief. This question re- 
mained undecided until, in June, 1753, under the Lord 
Lieutenancy of the Duke of Dorset, during whose absence 
from Ireland tihe Primate was again Lord Justice, the 
Earl of Kildare, indignant at the conduct of the Irish 
Government, presented to the King, with his own hand, 
the following Memorial: — 

* WalpoIe*6 Letters^ vol. ii. p. 17S. 
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" To His Most Serene and August Majesty^ King 
George II., of Great Britain, France, and Ireland^ 
King, Defender ofiheFaxtk, and acfcrik, 

*^ The most humble memorial of James Fitz Gerald, 
Earl of Kildarei Baron of Ofialj, Lord Leinster in £iig< 
land, &c*, and one of his Majesty's most honourable 
Privy Council of the Kingdom of Ireland, 

Most humbly representetb: — ^That your memorialist 
ts the eldest peer of the realm, by descent, as lineally 
sprung from the ancient and august blood of the noble 
Earl of Kildare, who came over under the invincible 
banner of your august predecessor, Henry IL, when his 
arms conquered the Ejngdom of Ireland. That your 
memorialist, on this foundiition, has the greater pre- 
sumption to address your august Majesty, as his ancestors 
have ever proved themselves steady adherents to 
the conquest of that kingdom, and were greatly 
instrumental in the reduction thereof by their money, 
interest, and forces. That though they were first sent 
over with letters patent under Henry II.'s banner to 
conquer this kingdom, yet by the inheritance of lands, 
by intermarriages with princesses of the kingdom, they 
became power^, and might have conquered for 
themselves, notwithstanding which, their allegiance was 
such as that, on their Sovereign's mandates to stop the 
progress of war, we obeyed, and relinquished our title of 
conquest, laid down our arms, and received that 
monarch with due homage and allegiance, resigning our 
conquests as became subjects, and also pi e vailed with 
sovereign phnces, bishops, nobles, dergy, and gentry, 
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to acknowledge him lawful sovereign of Ireland, and of 

the seas, seaports, and other domains of the kingdom. 

That, oil this presumption, your memorialist has ia 
the most humble manner, at the request of the nativea 
of Ireland, your Majesty's true liege subjects, not only 
the aborigines thereof, but the English Colonies, sent 
oyer by Henry II., Richard 11.^ Elizabeth, Charles, 
Cromwell the Usurper, William III., of glorious memory, 
and other Kings, your Majesty's predecessors, and the 
conquerors of Ireland, made bold to lay before your 
Majesty the true state of their several and respecttve 
grieyances, a burden now become too heayy to bear. 
And yuur memorialist was rather induced to lay this 
memorial at your august Majesty^s feet, as it was on 
good presumption surmised that all access to your ro^ al 
ear was shut up, and your liege sul)jects debarred the 
liberty of complaining, a right ever allowed to your 
Majesty's liege subjects, of what degree or condition 
soeyer. That no notice being taken of seyeral remon* 
stranccs heretofore made by your Majesty's liege 
subjects, it was humbly presumed that such remon- 
strances had been stopped and debarred in their 
progress to your royal ear. That your memoriaHst, 
at the request of several thousands of your liege subjects, 
as well the nobles as the clergy, the gentiy, and 
commonalty of the Kingdom, has yentnred on this bold 

step, for which he humbly craves your Majesty's pardon, 
as nothing but the distress of his countrymen, your 
most loyal subjects, could haye drawn him to this 
presumption. 

" That, in general, the face of your loyal kingdom 
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wears dkcontent, a discontent not coloured from caprice 
or faction, but purely founded on ministerial misapplica- 
tion. Thati though several persons, particularlj Nevil,* 
were called to account for the public money which they 
had drawn out of the Treasury and deposited in the banks, 
yet this inquisition came to nothing by the mediation 
of party and the interposition of power. That the Duke 
of Dorset^s son, Lord George, though in high and Incratiye 
employments ahx'udy, not satisfied therewith, has rest- 
lessly grasped at power, insatiable in his acqoisitions. 
That the Primate, who is now on the pinnacle of hononr, 
connectetl with the said noble Lord, has made use of 
his influence to in7est himself of temporal power, and 
like a greedy churchman, affects to be a second Wolsey 
in the senate. That influences being so predominant, 
corruption is so formidable, and election so controlled 
by the mighty power of these two statesmen, your 
loyal kingdom of Ireland feels the sad effects of it, 
and dreads the Duumvirate, as much as England did 
that of the Earl of Strafford and Archbishop Laud. 
That yonr other ministers, officere, subjects, and servants 
being cut out of dignity and power, by this formidable 
monopoly, can scarce perform the proper functions of 
their ministry, as all measures are determined by fatal 
and influenced minorities in the Houses. That the 
citizens of Dublin have for a long lime laboured under 
an unprecedented slavery, in subjection to the bankers 
of administration, who act in a despotic manner, raising 
and disposing the public revenues of the City, just as to 

* He had embezzled money intended for the erection of barracks. 
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them seems fitting. That your Majesty's interest in 
the heart of jour loyal suhjects is likelj to he- affected 
hy these arbitrary measures, as the landed interest is 
very much injured thereby, and as few care to represent 
their country in Parliaments, where a junta of two or 
three men disconcert every measure taken for the good 
of the subject, or the cause of common liberty. 

That your memorialist has nothing to ask of jour 
Migesty, neither place, civil or military, neither pre* 
ferment for himself or friends, and that nothing hut his 
duty to your Majesty, and his luitiiral hatred to such 
detestable monopoly, could have induced your memorialist 
to this presumption, 

" Who is, in all respects, 

** Your most loyal and dutiful subject^ 

J. FiTZ Gfi&ALD/ 

This remonstrance gave great oflfence to the Cabinet 
In a letter written by the Lord Lieutenant to the Primate 

is the following passage : " Touching the Earl of 
Kildare's memorial presented to the King my master, it 
has neither served him nor iignred ns. It is looked 
upon, as it justly deserves to he, an act of presumption, 
and a step of faction. In a less mild administration, 
and under a reign less merciful, it would have proved 
an act full of danger/ And the Earl of Holdemess, 
in a letter to the Chancellor of Ireland, wrote : " I am 
not a little concerned that the noble Earl of Kildare 
should take so bold a step as he may repent hereafter, 
and do assure you I think he has not shown himself a 
person of discretion, be the act never so popular. 
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lie was l)ut ill received, and very coolly disllHs^cd, as 
indeed th« presumption well merited ; for y^hj should 
his Majesty receive any remonstrance concerning his 
kingdom or government, but from the proper ministers, 
or through the usual channel, viz., both Houses of 
Parliament ?" * 

In Ireland the Earl was so popular, that on the 16th 
November lie was an iiitire hour passiiig through the 
crowd from the Tariiament House to Kildare House ; 
and a medal was strati to commemorate the memorial, 
representing the Earl, sword in hand, guarding a heap 
of mouey on a table from a hand which attempted to 
take it, with the motto, Touch not, says Kildare." 

The disregard shown by the Government to the memo- 
rial so iiicn a-cd the public discontent, that in 1755 the 
ministry recalled the Duke of Dorset ; the Primate's 
name, by the King's command, was struck off the list of 
Frivy ConnciUors, and, throngh the influence of the 
Secretary of State, Mr. Fox (afterwards Lord Holland), 
the Lord Lieutenancy was gi¥en to Lord Harrington, 
afterwards Duke of Devonshire, an intimate friend of 
the Earl of Kildare, who induced the Earl of Besborough, 
the Speaker, and Mr. Malonet to give him their support. 

On the ilth May, 1756, on the departure of the 
Lord Lieutenant (the Duke of Devonshire) for England, 
the Earl was nominated one of the Lords Justices. 

On the 16th June, 1757, John, Duke of Bedford, the 
SecKtary of State, wrote a letter to the Earl, who was 

* Plowdcn's Ir., vol. i. p. .313. 

\ Soon after appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

U 
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Still Lord Justice, in which he says, " that he is conceraed 

to find that the Lords Justices were imeasy, because the 
King's letter, relative to the admission of com into 
IreUnd, not having been sent to the Tieasniy, was 
mentioned in a second letter ; and that he did not think 
it advisable to adopt the EarFs proposal, that the two 
letters should be withdrawn, and a third issued.'^ And 
on the 2nd Jnly, Mr. Bigbj, Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant, wrote to the Duke : " I am very glad to 
find by your Grace's letter that Lord Kildare haa acted 
SO sensibly with relation to the King's letter."t 

In September, 1757, the Dnke of Bedford arrived in 
Ireland as Lord Lieutenant, and in October went on a 
visit to the Karl at Carton. 

There were at that time three parties, viz., those of 
the Eaii of KQdare, the Primate, Stone, and the Speaker, 
Ponsonby. The Duke, on beginning his administration, 
endeavoured to reconcile these discordant Actions. In 
a letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated 5th December, 
1757, lie wrote : " I shall, with great willingness, 
undertake the task, however di&cult it may be, which 
his Majesty has prescribed to me, of using my utmost 
endeavours to conciliate and unite those two at present 
very disunited parties — I mean the Kildares and 
Ponsonbys. This is the only step at conciliation that 
seems to me to be in any degree praeticable.'*^ These 
attempts, however, &iled. 

* Cbrrespondenoe of John, Boke of Bedfonl, toI u. p. 247. 
t Ibid., p. 861. 

X Bodfbid Coireapondeiice, voL ii. p. SI I* 
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In February, 1758, the Duke wrote the following 
letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt 

" (Most secret.) Dtiblin CaatUj Februaryj 13, 1758. 

" Sir, 

" There being no packet boat on this side, occasioned 
by the tempestaous weather and contrary winds, I have 
not yet ventured to send back Collins, the messenger, 
with my despatches, and T am by that means enabled to 
give you au account of what passed between the Earl of 
Kildare and me this morning, to whom I had, hj means 
of a very private communication, given an intimation 
of the overture made to me by the Primate a few days 
ago. I am sorry to be obliged to inform you, that X 
found his Lordship, notwithstanding I made use of eveiy 
argument that occurred to me, founded upon public and 
private advantage, and upon the great honour he should 
acquire to himself, by putting an end to party and 
Action, which had almost mined all government in tills 
country, very firm, not to say obstinate, in adhering to 
his former resolutions, of never coming in to any terms 
with the Primate, and this to such a degree, that I found 
all I could say was lost upon htm, which forced me to 
be content in insisting on his taking some time to 
consider of it, and to consult those grave and serious 
friends, of whose judgment and integrity, I believe, he 
has a jrood opinion. It would be useless and tiresome to 
you to enter into a detail of all the arguments I made 
use of ; it will suffice to tell you that they were the best 
my judgment, and the knowledge I had of his lordship^ 
turn of mind, could suggest to me; and Uiat I endeavoured 
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to dhow him that his firmness might prevent me from 
being of that utility to him, and those of his connexion, 
which otherwise I might he capable oi^ and that I feared 
this obstinacy would be the ciiuse uf putting him and 
his party more into the power of his adversaries, than 
a coalition with them could possibly do, which was 
the thing he seemed very apprehensive of, as I myself, 
whilst in the Goveriiinent, should be the middle man 
betwixt both parties, and should have it in mj power to 
check any superiority either might attempt to gain oa 
the other, which, if authorized by his Majesty, as I made 
no doubt of being, I did most faithfully promise him to 
do. In this situation do affiurs stand at present ; if 
anything new shall arise I will not fid! to acquaint you 
forthwith with it."* 

In March, 1758, wlien tlie Lord Lieutenant intended 
to leave Ireland for a time, he endeavoured to persuade 
the £arlto allow himself to be nominated Lord Justice 
with the Primate, but without success. The following 
is a note from the Duke's diary : — March 6. Lord 
Longfield was with me by appointment, and I desired 
him to lay before the Earl of Eildare my reasons for 
desinn^ him to act in government in my absence with 
the Trimate, the Earl of Shannon, and the Speaker of 
the House of Commons. March 7. Lord Longfield 
brought me the Earl of Kildare's answer, that he could 
not with truth to the King, consistent with the good 
of Ireland, nor the restoring government under any 
administration to its true vigour, act jointly with the 

* Bedford Comtp., vot li. p. 827. 
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Z:ir Primate's goyemment; but that he was perfectly 

rir well disposed, as a private man, to promote peace, 

Jir and a due sabserviency to the goyemment, nnder mj 

!si administration."* 

. _ On the 18tli October, 1758, the Earl was appointed 

J r. Master-General of the Ordnance in Ireland, " the King 

being well satisfied of his lojalty, integrily, and his 
fitness to execute and discharge that office.'^' 
f. In March, 1760, having raised the Eoyal Regiment 

£ of Irish Artillery, he was appointed its Colonel. 

^ In a letter from Mr. Bigby to the Duke of Bedford, 

dated St. James's place, 22nd December, 1760, is as 
follows: — "1 have seen a letter from Lord Kildare, 
which says that he shall be for transmitting a money- 
bOl, and would haye signed the letter from the Privy 
Council here, had he been a member of it. He adtls, 
that he thinks the present Government not proper to 
appease the heats of the country.*) And on the 30th 
December, the Bight Hon. Harry Fox writes to the 
Duke: — "My Dear Lord, I send your Grace those 
letters, leceiyed by post last night, from the Lord 
Kildare; and I trouble yon with the whole of them, as T 
think an abstract would not so well enable your Grace 
to make a judgment of the state of things in Ireland. It 
appears that Lord Kildare acts from principle honestly 
and fairly, yet with great candour and firmness towards 
those whom he upposes."§ 

On the Idth January, 1761, soon after the accession 

* Bedford Correep., toI. ii. p. 329. f liber liun., pt. ii. p. 103 
X Bedford Correep., Tol. ii. p. 427. 
I Ibid., p. 428. 
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of George III., the Eail was continued in his office of 
Master-General of the Ordnance. 

In February, the Duke of Bedford wrote the following 
letter: — 

Twsday, 24A Fd^rmrtf, 1761. 

"Give me leave to congnitulate you on bis Majesty 
having been graciously pleased to diguily to me this 
morning, the intention of creating you a Marqaia of 
Ireland, with the promise that you shall he created a 
Duke, wlieuever he shall think proper to make one of 
that degree either in England or Ireland, exclusive of 
any of his own family. This mark of the King's entire 
approbation of your conduct during the late disputes iu 
Ireland, gives me infinite satisfaction, especially as I 
have been entrusted by your Lordship in the conducting 
of this afiair, as there is no one has your Lordship's 
interest more zealously at heart than myself. 

I am, &c., 

"Bedfobd,"* 

The Earl was created Marquis of Eildare and Earl of 

Oflaly, under the Privy Seal, on the 27th February, 
1761, and by patent, dated the 19th March. 

On the 11th November, he was promoted to the rank 
of Major-General. 

On the 10th December, he took his seat in tlie House 
of Lords under his new title. 

On the 14ih March, 1763, the patent appointing him 
Master-General of the Ordnance was revoked, and a new 

* Bedford Conospondouce, ?ol. iii. p. 5. 
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one issued, appointing him Master-Greneral as well of 
the Ordnance as of his Majesty's arms, armouries, and 
other habiliments of war in Ireland," with a salaiy of 
£1,500 a year.* This patent was revoked on the 8ih 
Febriuuy, 1766.t 

On the 12th November, 1766, he was further created 
Doke of Leinster, by Frivy Seal, and by patent on the 
26th of that month, in the same year as the creation of 
tlic Dukedom of NortlmmbLilimd, in consequence of the 
promise made through the Duke of Bedford, that he 
should ^ be created a Duke, whenever he (the King) 
shall think proper to make one of that degree in England 
or Ireland." He took iiis seat as Duke in the House o£ 
Lords on the 27th January, 1768. 

On tiie dOth March, 1770, he was advanced to the 
rank of Lieutenant-Gent l al. 

In 1771, he, with several other Peers, signed a suc- 
cession of protests against the acts of the House of 
Lords,} in voting an address, thankmg the King for 
continuing Lord Townshend as Chief Governor, and 
another address to the Lord Lieutenant, and he and 
Lord Gharlemont in vain endeavoured to dissuade Mr, 
Ponsonby from resigning the Chair of the House of 
Commons, in consequence of a similar vote in the House 
of Commons.{ 

On the 19th November, 1773, he died in Leinster 
House, in Dublin, at the age of fifty-one, and was buried 
in Christ Church. 

♦ Liber Mun., pt. ii. p. 103. f Ibid. J Ibid., pt. vii. p. 87. 
§ Hardy's ^fe of Cbarlcmoiit» vol. i. p. 292. 
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The character of the Duke has been thus drawn*:— 
He had great weight and authoritj in tiie House of 

Lords, not merely from his rank, considerable as it was, 
tut from the honourable aiid generous part which he 
always took in the affiurs of Ireland. He seldom, if 
ever, spoke in public. Excepting some occasional visits 
to England, whero lie ^vas as highly respected as ilhis- 
triou^y allied, Lord ilildare resided in Ireland almost 
constantly. He not only supported his senatorial 
character with nniform independence, hut^ as a ]^rivate 
nobleman, was truly excellent, living either in Dublin 
or among his numerous tenantry, whom he encouraged 
and protected. In every situation he was of the most 
unequivocal utility to his counti-y: at Carton, in the 
Irish House of Lords, or in that of England, or 
speaking in the language of truth and justice in the 
closet of his Sovereign. No man ever understood his 
part in society better than he did: he was conscious of 
his rank, and upheld it to the utmost; but let it be 
added, that he was remarkable for the digoified^ attractive 
politeness, or what the French call nobleness, of his 
manners. So admirable was he in this respect, that 
when he entertained the Lord Lieutenant, the general 
declaration on leaving the room was, that from the 
peculiar grace of his behaviour, he appeared to be more 
the viceroy than they did." 

It was his wish to manage his property accordmg to 
the then English manner, and he expended a large 
amount in consolidating farms, and building houses for 
the tenauts. He considerably extended the demesne at 

* Hordya Life of CharlemoDt, vol. i. p. 167* 
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Carton ; aud, at one time, intended to have rebuilt the 
house. On one occasion, being informed in Dublin that 
^ Carton was on fire," he replied, ^ Let it bum." The 
fire ^as, however, extinguished without having caused 
much damage. 

There are pictnres of the Duke and DuchesS| by 
Bamsay, at Carton. 

He married, on the 7th Felnuary, 1746, Lady Emily 
Mary Lennox, second daughter of Charles, second Duke 
of Bichmond. She was bom on the 6th October, 1731, 
and was god-danghter to George IL, who gave her a 
silver christening cup, which is now at Carton. She 
survived the Duke many years, and re-married William 
Ogilvy, Esq., by whom she had two daughters — ^Cecilia 
Margaret, married to Charles Locke, Esq., and Emily 
Charlotte, married to Charles Beauclerc, Esq, She 
died on the 27th March, 1814. 

The Duke had nine sons and ten daughters. 

1. George, Earl of Offaly, born on the loth January, 
1748. He was god-son to George IL, for whom the 
Earl of Harrington, then Lord Lieutenant, stood at 
the christening. On the 22nd January, 1761, Horace 
Walpule wrote : " I was excessively amused on Tuesday 
night : There was a play at Holland House, acted by 
children — not all children — for Lady Sarah Lennox, and 
Lady Susan Strangways played the women. It was 
Jane Shore ; Mr. Price, Lord Barrington's ne[)hew, was 
Gloster, and acted better than three parts of the come« 
dians. Charles Fox, Hastings ; a little Nicholas, who 
spoke well, Belmour ; Lord OfMy* Lord Ashbroke, and 

* He was then 18 yean old. 
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other boys did the rest ; but the two girls were delight- 
ful, and acted with so much nature and simplicity, that 
ihej appeared the very things they represented.^ Lord 
Offaly died at Richmond House, on the 26th September, 
170.3, and wai Lui ieil in the Church of St. Martia in 
the Fields, London. 

2. William Robert, second Duke, bom in Arlington, 
place, London, 2nd March, 1749. On the death of Ids 
elder brother, in 1765, he became Earl of Oflfaly, and 
when his father was created Duke, in 1766, Man^ub of 
Kildare. On the 28th November, 1767, being only 
eij^bteen years of age, he was elected Member for the 
City of Dublin, in the place of Recorder Grattan, 
deoeaaed. The other candidate was John La Tonche, 
Esq., Banker, and the polling lasted eighteen days, the 
numbers at the close beincr : — 



The Marquis being at the time on the Continent, 
John St. Leger, £sq., was chdred in his 8tead.t 
On the 7th July, 1768, he was elected Member of 
Parliament for the Borough of Kildare, and on the 23rd 
for the City of Dublin, and made his election hr the 
latter.t He continued to be a Member of the House of 
Commons until his father^s death, in 1773. On the 
24th January, 1772, he was appointed High bherifl ior 
the Connty of Kildare.§ In November, 1773,he succeeded 

♦ Walpolo's Letters, vol. iv. p. 118. f Tablet of Memory. 
X Liber Mun., pi. ii. p. 15. j Ibid. pt. iii. p. 147. 
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his £^tlier as Duke of Leiuster. On the 22nd, he 
was appointed Govenior of the Coon^ of Eildare, and 
took his seat in the House of Lords on the 30th. On 
tlic 4th November, 1775, he married the Iluiiuurable 
Emilia Olivia St. George, only daughter and heiress of 
Lord St. George. In 1789, on the formation of the 
Volunteers of Ireland, he was chosen one of the Generals, 
and was Colonel of the 1st Dublin Regiment. In 1783, 
on the institution of the Order of St. Patrick, he was 
the first of the original knights. In that year he sat in 
the Privy Council. In June, 1788, he was appointed 
Master of the Rolls.* On the 23rd February, 1798, 
he was appointed Gustos £otulorum of the County of 
Kildare.f In 1800, he received, as compensation for the 
dislruneiiisement of the Borough of Kildare, £15,000, 
and for Athy, £13,800, and Lord Ennismore, £1,200* 
The Duke died on the 20th of Octoher 1804, the Duchess 
having predeceased him on tlie :?.3id June, 17D8. They 
had five sons and eight daughters. 

3. Lady Caroline Elizabeth Mabel, bom 2l8t June, 
1750, died 20th October, 1754. 

4. Lady Emily Marie Margaretta, Countess of Bella- 
mont, bom 15th March, 1752 ; died 8th April, 1818. 

5. Lady Henrietta Eatherine, bom 8th December, 
1753, died 10th September, 17G3. 

6. Lady Caroline, born at Holland House, 6th April, 
and died in May, 1755. 

7. Lord Charies James, bora at Carton 20th June, 
1756. He entered the ruyai navy. On the death of his 
Either, he succeeded to the estate of Ardglass, in the 

* Liber Mun., pt. ii. f Ibid., p. 145. 
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County of Down. In 1776, and again in 1783, he was 
elected^ M.P. for the County of Kildare. In 1780 he 

attained the rank of Captain, and on the 1st March, 
1792, was appointed "Muster-Master General. In 1795, 
he was Captain of the Brunswick, one of the five ships 
that, on the 16th June, engaged the French fleet, 
consisting of 13 sail of the line, 14 frigates, 2 brigs, and 
a cutter. Lord Charles Fitz Gerald, in the Brunswick, 
also kept up a very good fire from his aftermost guns ; 
but that ship, from bad sailing, was forced to carry every 
sail." . . "This action is commonly known by the 
name of Comwallis' retreat, and was justly considered as 
one of the finest displays of united courage and coolness 
to be found in the naval history : the thanks of both 
Houses of Parliament were voted to the Admiral and his 
Vrave followers/* On the 14th February, 1799, he 
was promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral. In June, 
1800, he was elected M.P. for Ardfert, when he voted 
for the Union. In October he was created Baron Lecale. 
He died on the 18th February, 1810, when his title 
became extinct 

8. Lady Charlotte Mary Gertrude, born 29tii May, 
1758. She married, on the 23rd February, 1789, Joseph 
Holding Strutt, Esq., M.P. fbr Maiden in Essex. In 
1821, she was created Baroness iiayieigh. She died 
on the 12th September, 1836. 

9. Lady Louisa Bridget, bom 8th June, 1760, and 
died in January, 1765. 

10. Lord IL m y, born 30th July^ 1761. He succeeded 
to the estate of Btrangford, in the County of Down. In 

^Bienton's Kaval History, vol. i., p. 374. 
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1776 he was elected M.P. for the Borougb of Kildare, 
and in 1790, for A thy and the City of Dublin, and 
made his eleetion for the hitter. In 1808, and again 
in 1811, he was elected M.P* for Kildare in the 
Imperial Parliament On the 4th August, 1791, he 
married Charlotte Baroness de Bos, and had six sons 
and six daughters. He died on the 8th July, 1829. 

11. Lady Sophia Mary, born 26th September, 1762, 
and died un the 21st March, 1845. 

12. Lord Edward, horn 15th October, 1763. fie 
succeeded to the estate of Eilrush in the County of 
Kildare. He entered the army in 1780, and served 
with distinction in America. In 1783, he was elected 
M.P. for Athj, and in 1790, for the County of Kildare. 
In that year, refusing to support the Government 
measures, he was informed that he would not be per- 
mitted to have the rank of Lieut.*Colonei ; on this he 
took the cockade from his hat, and dashing it on the 
grountl, tiampluel upuii it. In 1792 he went to France, 
where, in December, he married Pamela Sims, said to 
he daughter of Madame de Genlis. Whilst there, he 
was dismissed from the army. In 1796 he joined the 
United Irishmen, and having been arrested on the 19th 
Hay, 1798, he died of his wounds in Newgate prison on 
the 4th June. He had one son and two daughters. 
After his death he was attainted by Act of Parliament, 
58 Geo. III. c. 11, and his estate forfeited and sold. This 
Act was repealed by a private Act in 1819. 

13. Lord Robert Stephen, bom 15th January, 1765. 
He succeeded to the estate of Cappagh, in the County of 
iiildare. He entered the Diplomatic service, and was 
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secretary to tlie Ambassador in Paris, Earl Gower, 
afterwards Duke of Sutherland, in 1790, during the 
commencement of the Revolution. He was afterwards 
Minister in Switzerland, Denmark, and Portugal. In 
1798, being at Copenba^ren, he offered an asylum to his 
brother, Lord Edward, in the English embassy ; but 
at tbe same time sent in his resignation, which, how- 
ever, George III., on hearing the cause, refused to 
accept, saying, that a good brother conld not be a bad 
minister." In 1804, he was elected M.P. for Kildare. 
After the death of his brother, the Duke, in that year, 
he was, on the 20th December, appointed Governor of 
the County of Kildare. He married Sophia, daughter 
of Captain Charles Fielding, E.N., and had three sons 
and five danghters. He died on the 22nd January, 
1833. 

14. Lord Gerald, born 15th March, 1766. He 
entered the royal navy, and was lost at sea^ in a frigate, 

in the Gulf of Florida, in January, 1788. 

15. Lord A ngustus Joseph, born 8th December, 1767, 
and died in 1771. 

16. Lady Fanny Charlotte Elizabeth, bom 28tfa 
January, 1770, and died in 17 75. 

17. Lady Lucy Anne, born 5th February, 1771 ; 
married in 1802, Admiral Sir Thomas Foley ; and died 
20th January, 1851. 

18. Lady Louisa, born and died 19th January, 1772. 

19. Lord George Simon, bom 16th April, 1773, and 
died in 1783. 
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Of the Geraldines, Giraldus Oambrensis wiote, in 
1186, as follows:— 

Qui sunt qui penetraiit hottia penetralia } Oiraldldn. 
Qui aunt qui pafiiam ooaaervant ? Girddidtt. 
Qu atuit qnoa hoates foimidant ? Giraldida. 
Qui Boni qm livor detractet } Gizaldidid." 

Thus translated by Holinshed in 1570 : — 

"Who penetrated the atioiigholda of the mamj in that land ? 

The Geroldines. 
\^"ho preserved the ronntry? Tlic Geraldincs. 
\\'hn made their enemies tremble ? The Oenddines. 
^ ho bo they who, for their good deserts, are most maligned 

and envied at ? The Ucroldiues." 

There is a tradition that at the end of every seven 
yearn tlic Earl of Kildure may be seen riding across the 
Curragh on a white charger, shod with silver, and 
holding a cup in his hand ; and that when he shall 
appear without the cup his race Avill become extinct. 
But according to another legend, when his horse's shoes 
are worn ofi^ he will return to destroy the enemies of 
Ireland. 

Who killed KUdaie? 
Who dared KOdare to kill > 
Diftlh kUledEUdan^ 
Who daie kill whom he will. 
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PATKNT OF THE EABLDOH OP KILDABEL 

"Zdwavhub, Die gratia, B«x AngUn, Dominits Hlbeniin, Dux 
AquitanisB, AreluepiBOopia^ Epiaeopis, Abbatibiu» IHoribnSy Gond- 
tibiiSy BarooibuB, Juatitiariiay Yioe-Comitibua, Pk»poatu, IfiiiiBtriiy 
tt oomibiu BaUivis et FideUbos tuia, mlatam. Seiatia quod m 
pro bono et landibili eervitio, quod dileotoa et fidelis noeter Johannea 
Filios TboniB do Hibemia, Celebris mmm» Domixio Edwardo 
quondam regi Anglise, patri noatro, et nobis haotenns impcndit, 
et nobis impendet in fiituruin, dedisse, concessisBe, et hac cbarta 
nostra coafirmasse cideni Joluumi, castrum et \illam dc Kildiire, 
ipsumquc pia-fecisse in Comitatem ejusdera loci : Habendum et 
tenendum cidem Johanni, et hitredibus Biiis masoulis do corpore suo 
legitime procreatis, una cum frpwlis militum, advocatibus ecclesia- 
nim, abbatianim, prioratuuin, hospitaliuni, ct aliarum domorum 
religiosaram in comitatu de Kildare, homagiis, servitiis libera 
tenentiom, firmarionim et betagionmir waidis, maiitagiiB, releviia 
etcaotis, molcndiniB, stagnis, vivariis, aqnis, ripariis, piscariis, boecia^ 
moris, moriscis, pratis, pascuis, pasturis, libertatibas, liberie, consn^ 
tadinibns, et omnibus aliis ad prsBdieta oastrum et villa pertinen- 
tibns; exoepto oflloio Vioeeomitia Comitatna de Kildare^ et hia qn« 
ad offlcinm YioeooQutiB ibidem pertinent, qnsB nobis et hsrediboa 
nostria Tolomns xemanere ; de nobis et bmedibns noetris per serri* 
tinm dnorum fcsodorom militom in perpetnom. Et si idem Xobannia 
obieiit sine iuersde maseolo de corpore sao legitime procreato, tnne 
pradicta castmm et villa oom terris, rodditibos, ftsodia militnm, 
adTocationibua eodesianim, abbatiarom, prioratamn, boepitalinm, et 
aliarum domorum rcliglomirum, homagiis, senritus libere tenentium, 
firmari<n-\im ct bctagiorura, wardis, maritagiis, releviis, e»caeti8, 
molendiuit), stognis, vivuriis, o^uis, ripiuiuj, pi^jcuxiiti, boticiij, moris, 

X 
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mariacu^ pnfcis, paaoulsi pastiuuy libertstilnu, et liberia oonsneta- 
dioibiUi et omnilms aUis ad pradieta eaatram et ▼illam, pertuentl- 
hoB, ad DOB et hnfodea noatros jategce leTertantnr. Qnaie TolimniA 
et fitmiter pmoipimiia pro nobia et hnredibna noatria qned pnaclietas 
Jobannea habeat et teneat aibi, et basredibna aoia maacnlia de coipoie 
auo legitime prooieatia, pnediota eaatram et villa emu tenia leddi- 
tibua^ et aUia pertbentua wbob, aub ho&oie et iiomine Comitia de 
^dare, aimol eum toodia militum, adyocatioiiibiia ecdeaianuii, etc. 
(ut supra), et omnibus aliis ad prsedicta castrum et yillam pertinen- 
tibus, quoquo modo, cxcepto officio Vicccoraitis coraitatus de Kiidare, 
et his quLL ad olliciiim Vicccomitis ibidem pertinent, quae nobis et 
hffiredibiis uoslris Folumus remnuorc, de uobis et haeredibus nostris 
per servitium duorum foBodorum niilitum in pcrpetuiim. Et si idem 
Johannes obierit sine htcrcde niasculo de corpore sue legitime 
procreato, tunc pra^dicta castrum et villa, cum terris rcdditibus, etc* 
ad no8 et hsredes nostros integro rovcrtantur, sicut prsedictum est. 

"His testibus, Vcnerabilibus Patribus W. Cantuar., Archicpiscopo, 
totlua Angli® Primate; J. Norwicenai et W. £»>ni, Epiaoopia; 
Jbhanne de Britaimia, Gomiti Biehmond; Hugone le Deapeneer, 
8emore; Bogero de Hbrtuo Kari de "Wigmore ; Hugo le Beapenoer, 
Jnnlere; Bogero de Ifortao Haii de Chirk ; Johaime de Ohmiwell 
Seneaoallo Hoapitii noatri, et aliia. Datum per manum noatram, 
apad Weafmenaatari 14* Die ICaiii 1816. 



* BMui, in his " Titki «f Hoaottr," Mjn, tiib **b tbe nmt aodent ftnn of 
fiMlioB 1m had imin " 



'*PfeE ipauK Bmai."* 
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AN ACT TO ABOLISH THE WORDS "CROMABO" AND 
» BI7riXRABO."-10 HnBT YIL c SO. 

Itik prayen fhe Gnmmoos In the pnsent Barliameni asBomblQd, 
tliat foraanraeh as tli«re hath been great yaiianoesy maUees, debates^ 
and oompariaons between divene lotds and gentlemen of this land, 

"which hath daily increased by seditions means of diverse idle and 
ill-disposed persons, utterly taking upon thuiu to be servants to such 
lords and gentlemen, for that they would be borne in such 
idleness, and their other unlawful demeaninpj, and nothing for 
any favour or entirely good love or will they bear to such 
lords and i;i iitU inon. Tlierefore, bo it enacted and established by 
the same authority, that no person ue persons of whatsoever estate, 
condition, or degree he or they may be of, take part with any lord 
or gentleman, or uphold any such variances or comparisons in word 
or deed, as in nsizig these words Crumabo and Batlerabo, or other 
words like, or oontrary to the King's law8» hia orown, and dignity, 
and peace, but to call only on St. Qeoige, or the name of hta 
SoYoroign Lord the King of England, ibr the time being. And if 
any person or persons of whatsoever estate, condition, or degree, he 
or they may be o^ do contrary, so olfending in the promises or any 
of them, be tahen and oommitted to ward, there to leouutt without 
bail or mainprise, till he or they have made fine alter the discretion 
of the King's Deputy in Ireland, and the King^s Oonnsail of the 
same, for the time being* 
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THE COPIE OF TUE CUBSE GEVEN THOMAS FiTZ GARALD AND 
0THBB8 FOB KYLLTINO OP THB AB0HBUS8H0P OF DUBUN. 

Iir the name of Ood. Amen. By tfaanotorite of the Fader, the Bone, 
and tHoly Qoost^ and of the bliaaed Apostela Peter and Panle, njnt 
Patric th AposteU, and Patrone of Irlonde, all other the Apoateb^ 
and oompany of Heren, and by thanotoiite of oar Hollier Holy 
Chnrehe, and the kcpcrs of the epiritoall jitriadioeioD of the 
Metropolitan See of Dublin, the same Sea beyng voyde. Whear aa 
Thomas Yiiz Gerold, cldist sonc to Gorold, late Erie of Kildare, of 
malyce pretensed, not oonlie procured Joliu Ttlyng and Nicholas 
"Wafer to put violent handes npon the most reverend Father in God, 
Lorde JuliU Alcn, of good mcmoric, late Archbusshop of the said Sea 
of Dublin, Prymat of Irlond, takyng him prysonor at Houth, within 
the dioces of Dublin, and from thens conveying hym to Tartajno, in 
the same diocesse; but alBo, in the same, he, the said Thomas 
acoompancd with John Pita Gerold, Edwarde Bookes, and dyverae 
other evyll-dieposed person c;;, moost shamefullie, tyrannyudy, and 
omellie murdred and put to death the said Archbusshop ; for whidh 
ezeorable^ abhomynable, deteatabley and dampnable aote, aooordyng 
to the preocriptea and ordynannoe of Holy Chorehe, ve pnUisfae and 
dedaie the said Thomas Fits Gerold, John ELti Gerold, Olyrer 
Pita Gerold, James Delahide, Edwarde Bookes, John Telyng, 
moholas Wafer, and aU other, whioh gave eommandment, eonnaaill, 
&Tor, heipe, ayde, aaststaonoe, oomeforte, or consentid to the same, 
or after tiiaote commytted, ded ratifie, accept, approve, or wilfbllie 
defends it, or socor, or receyve any snohe saide personnee, to be 
excommunicate, accursed, and anathomazatc. And to thentent all 
Cristen people may the rather tidce kuowkgc therof, and avoydeand 
oschue the daungcr of the same, wc invocato and call in vengaunce 
against the said Thomas, and every of the persones aforesaid, the 
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odestuJl place of HereHi with all the mnltitii^ of angeb, that they 
he aceoned before them, and in their nght, aa spirittee oondempned ; 
and the derell to etand and be in all their dmnges, on ther right 
hand, and all ther aotea to be synAill, and not acceptable before 
God. Been they, and every of thaym, cast out from the company of 
Criilcn people, as dampnod crcaturs, and all that they shall doo, to 
be done in ther dampnablo offence and syne. Lett thaym be put out 
of ther bowses and mansyons, which oder men may tako, and put 
to decay and ruyno; ther labors to be frustrut from all goodnes. Lett 
no man bo to thaym mercifull, and ther memoric for ever in the 
erth to bo forgotten. God Almighty may rayne upon thaym the 
flames of fyer and eulfure, to ther etemall yengeaunce, and that 
they may cloth thaym selfs with the malediction and high enrse, as 
they daily doth them with ther garmentes; the water of vengeannoe 
may in the inner partea of ther bodies, as the mary is their bonnes. 
Been they, and OTery of thaym, gyided with the gyrdds of maledio- 
tkm and earsee. Been they, and eveiy of thaym, parte taken with 
the wyched Phaioo, and Kero, Herode, and Jude, the proditon of 
Jhesu Gnat, and with Paron and Abyron, whoom the erthe 
swalowed qwyck, so may they disrad into hell qwydc. 0 good 
Lords ! send to thaym, and every of thaym, hunger and thyrst, and 
stryke thaym and every of «thaym, with pestilens, till they, and 
everj' of thaym bo consumed, and ther generation olene radycat 
and delytit of ihia worldc, that ther be no memorie of tha3rm, 
stryke thaym, and every of thaym, also, with suche lepre, 
that from the hicst parte of the heed to the sole of ther 
fote, ther be no hole place. Stiykc them also with madnes, 
blyndnes, and woodnes of myndc, that they may p;dpc nnd elaynie, 
alaft handle aa bljmde men dothe in darknes. And furdcr been they 
enrsed, and put ton the company of all Oristcn people, for they 
cannot havepi^BM accordinj* ther deservyng. And by thauctorite 
afonaid, we do declare interdict the place, whcr the same Arch- 
buvhop was killed; which interdiction we will to be observed 
aeooidyng thofdynannce of Holy Ghnioh in this behalf; and 
iykewise do interdict all citiee, landes, townee^ castels^ willagee, all 
ywftfinop 0f ohapela, and all other plaees^ wherein the said enised 
person been, or anny of thaym be, or at anny tyme hereafter shalbe^ 
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«ome^ or veiorto unto; wiUiiig tnd eoBunuidyng all spiritnaU 
penou of Una diooM and provynoe of Dnblin, upon payne of the 
lawo^ to oeaae flrom adnlnistration of all deryne aervioe, as long aa 
the aaid Thomaa I1tsO«rold, John Fits Gerold, Oiyrer FitsOeroId, 

James Delahyde, John Telyng, Nicholas Wafer, Edward Rookcs, or 
anny other of the aaid cui-sed persons, or uuuy oi thuym, shalbo 
present, and so contynuo thre da3rs after ther departure. And also 
by the same auctorite, decre them, and every of thaym, to be 
deprived of all spirituall honors, dygnites, ofticoe, bonytyccs, and all 
other ecclesiastycall profigbtes and coraraodites, what so ever tbey 
bee, which they now possesse; and mhobill thaym, and every of 
thaym, to raoeyr or aco^t any other lykc, in tyme to come. Furder, 
by the aame autorite, we exoommunuiate and curse all persones, 
thooB» and in the CBBea which the law pomittith, exo^t which, 
after due knowl^ge, thezecntyon of thia aentenoe of the greet cune ; 
and apeoielly the aemnntea and fbmyliera, of the oaid ooned 
peraonea, that from henafcrth aball do anny aemoe, hope campany, 
famyliarity, talke, oomon, apehoi ayde, oomibrte^ or eoeor the aaid 
Thomaa Fits Qendd, John, Olyrer Fits Gerald, JTamea^ Jobn^ 
Kyohokiy or Edward, or any other present at the kylleng of the 
aaid Archboflahop, gytreng oonunandment, eonnsayleng, frvoryng, 
helpyng, aydeng, aasyptyng, corafortyng, or consentyng to the said 
murder; and either utierward ratifieng, approvyng, or wilfully 
defend3mg the same acte, and all thoys which shall mynister, or 
gyve unto thaym, or any of thaym, meate, drynke, water, fyer, 
dreBKC thir Rustenanre. or gyve anny of thaym anny manor of 
comforte or lielpe. And to the terror and feare of the said dainp- 
nabie persons, in signe and fygtiro, that they be accursed of God, 
and ther bodies gyven and commytted into thauds of Satan and 
Lucyfcr, we have ronge thea belles, ereotc this cross with the fyguro 
of Criat, &o. And aa ye see thes candoUes light taken from the 
erone, and the light qnenohed, so be the aaid cursed mnrderera and 
lebellyoua peiaona agaynat the lawes of God, and our Hoder Holy 
Chnrdie, excluded and Beparated from the light of Heaven, the 
feleahip of angels, and all Criaten people, and ahalbe sent to the 
low derknes of fsndea, and dampned ereaturB, among whom ever- 
lastyng paynea dooth iodnre. And thea thre stones, whioh we cast 
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towurdes ther inhabitacions, is done to the terror of tkayiu, that 
they may the sooner come io grace, in t«ken of the vengaunco which 
God toke agnynst lyke cursed persones called Dathon and Abyron, 
being so detcFtable in the sic^ht of God, that the erth oprned and 
Bwalowed tht ra qwyck into iiell. Yet trustyng that Oui- tS^iU-yor, 
Jhcsu Crist, of Hia intynite mercye, may call them to grace of 
repentaunce, and amendeBPient of this ther execrable offence, ye 
ahail deyotlie pray with us. " Bevelabnnt Coli iniqaitatemt" &o. 
oam egthao " Dens laadem." Fiat Fiat Amen. 

To 16*. Zj/V&ntennaunt at the KjfngM Toww * 
of London,^ 

* Btate Tttptn, temp. Hcuy Till. voL tL jk S17. lUa eofigr mnat hkf bMtt 
transmitted to the Lieutenant of the T«w«r tn the pupoM of being MMnmaniGateii 
to ttie £«i of KikUuwh wbo wm Ui prieomr. 
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AN ACT FOR THE ATTAINDER OF THE EARL OF KILDARE AND 
OTHERS.— 28th Hbitrt VIII., c 1. 

Pbatbth the Commons in this present Parliament ns^nUed, that 
fonamnch as Gerald flta-Getald, late Earle of Eyldare, amongst 
tnaniibld sad direise snomiities, abvsss, and offences, oontraij to 
his natonll duty of sUegeaneOy attempted and eommitted against 
IJie orown, righl^ majesty, and dignity of onr natursl and m<Mt diead 
sovereign lord Henzy the eight, by the grace of God, Xing of England 
and Ftamoe^ defender of the iSEUth, and lord <^ Ireland, and in earth, 
supreme head of the Chnrch of England, the zvi. years of his most 
noble rdgn, confedrcd and assented to, and with one James late earle 
of Desmond, being openly proclaimed and published rcbeUand traytor 
agaiuEt uur said soveraigue lord, for that he the said James should 
send to the rrcnch Kinp: then enemy unto his grace, and at open 
war with him ari l Lis dorainions, to excite, provoke, and stur the 
same French King to send into this land of Ireland an army, for the 
taking of the same land out of our said soveraign lords possession; 
and notwithstii riding that his traiterouB en tent would not take effect, 
by reason of a peace that then immediately was concluded betwixt 
our said so7eraigoe lord and the French King, he sent unto the 
Emperonr, prsrokiQg and intising him to send an army into this 
said land £>r the pnipose afbrssaid. Our soveraign lord the King 
having piivie intelligenee thereof willed secretly the said earle of 
Eyldars, then being his graces deputy of bis land of Irslsnd, to 
apprehend and take the said James earle of Besmond, the same esrle 
of Eyldare, fidsely and traytennisly admonished the said James 
thereof, willing him to oome no place where he the same earle of 
Kyldars should be or have any power upon him. And being of 
this and diverse other offences, remitted and pardoned by our said 
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sovcraign. lord the King, afterward, sojouniing at Xewiugton in 
the county of Middlesex, within tho realm of England, the eight 
day of July, in the hvL titieth yeare of the raigu of our said soveraiga 
lord, willed and commanded his dauglitcr Elico ¥itz Gerald, wife to 
tho Baron of Slane, to repaire into this the Kings land of Ireland, 
and in his name to wiU all his brethren 0 Keyei, 0 Conor, and aU 
other his friends, eervants and alies, to levy, erect, stir and rear war 
against our said soTeraign lords deputy and subjectB, fEdscly and 
treyteronsly against hia duty of allegiiimee^ which shoe accomplished 
•oooidiagly ; by oocanon wheroof« the penons «foi«a)ain«d fidwly and 
trayterondy made insoiieotion agaiiist our said floyexaign lofd and 
hia depnty, by inradon, and buimng, hiUing, mnidiing, and robing 
hia tnie obedioit fabjeefa» not deaiitang firom the nme their 
tnyterons aeto until they were by foroe leprased by the pmssnee 
and power of onr said aoveraign lord. And notwithstanding hia 
grace of mercy and pity remitted and pardoned, the taid earle of 
Kyldare that his trayterous conspiracies and offences, the same earle 
the xxiii. year of our said soveraign lord, falsly and trayterously, 
contrary to the lawes and statutes of this land of IreianJ aiui his 
allegeance, not onely permitted and suffered 0 Neyle the Kingn 
Irish encmie, to invade and destroy the county of Uriell within the 
said land, without any resistance made therein by himsclfe being 
the£inga deputie, having the ^vernancc, custodio and charge of tho 
same^ or any other for him, but having his brother Sir John in 
company with the said 0 Neyle, by hia commandement, to snconr 
and goide, ayde and oondaot the said 0 Neyle in that his trayterons 
enterprise, but also in hia owne proper pezaon invaded the county of 
Eyikenny, fliere burning and deatroying the aam^ ryfling and 
robbing the Kinga aatjeota aaweU there aa at the lair of Tristd- 
dflimot^ crying hsYooke upon the Kinga iuljeotB which thither were 
leaoirted, cansed them in hia own presence to be spoiled and robbed 
of their goods, and divers of tiiem murdred moat emelly and 
trayterously. Our said soveraign lord having notice of this and 
other his treasons, haynous offences, murders and ezortationa by 
him commitkJ, and willing Ihe ictoimation of the said land, and 
tho relief and comfort of his subjects there, addressed hus most 
gracious letters to the said earle of Kyldare, then being deputio 
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Ueatenant of his laid laad^ oomnumdiiig lum hj the nm6, to rtpayr 
to his highnesse preseiice into his realm of England, leavyeing saeh 
a penon for the fbinitnre of his realm, and goTemanoa of flie aaid 
land in his absenee, for whose doingB he would answer. That 

notwithstanding at his said departiire into England, ho admitted and 
instituted in his place fur the govemanco of the Kings said htud aud 
subjects, as vice-deputy, not onely his son and heyre, named Thomas 
fitz-Gcrald, but also, contrary to the Kings express comraandmeut, 
declared unto the said carle by John Alcn master of the rolls, and 
one of the Kings most honourable counsail, in the presence of the 
bishop of Mieth, and the prior of St. Johns Jerusalem in Ireland, 
he conveyed out of the Kings Castell of Dublin all hia graces 
gunnes, ponder, shot, bowes, arrowes, caltrops, bills, and all other 
the Kings artillerie and munitions of war, garnishing and furnishing 
his own castles and fortresses with the same, and deliTtting park 
tfaerof to wilde Irish men, heing the Kings mortaU enemieB. After 
whose departore into England, he at his thither coming, peroeiTing 
npon the manifestation of his offences, that the Kings mi^eatie 
entended to lemoTe him ttom the governance of the said land, soch 
persons as were known to he chief of connsail with the said earl, 
and under him had not onely the governance of his said son, 
servaiiU and people, with tho custodie ul' hia substance and goods, 
but also of all his lands, manors, castles and garisons, aswell 
counsailed the said Thomas fitZ'Gerald to rebell against our ?aid 
Boveraign lord, as for the maintenance of him therein, delivered 
unto him the said carls poods, substance, manors, lands, castles, and 
garisons, together with the Kings said ordnance aud artillerie. 
Whereupon the said Thomas fitz-Gerald immediately, being assisted 
and aydcd by his others brethren, kinsemen, servants, and followers, 
&lsly and trayteronsly rebelled against our said soveraign lord, 
leftising and disobeying all commandments of his grace and his 
ooonsail, conclnded and determined most cnaelly to morder, pat to 
death, and exile all those that weie reaiant within the land, bdng 
hom within the realm of England, and to conquer and take the 
same from the poeseesicn of our soTeraign lord and his heyres, 
reviling his grace with most shamefiill and detestable infamies, and 
for the acoomplishment of his trayterous purpose, did send his letters 
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UddxesBed aswell to the biahop of Borne, ea tbe emperour, by one 
Cflle mao Grauyll, otherwise eaUed Gharlee Baynolde* arobdeeoon of 

Kellcs, for to have their ayd against our Baid soTeralgn lord and 
bis heyres, fur tlic winning of the said laud uf liclaud out of their 
possession, and he to hold Ihf. sumu of them for ever. And among 
other his most detestable abi iiunations, ho procured and commaunded 
John Tclin^. nnd Nichohis Waller ot I^ublin yeomen, servants to the 
said earl of Kyldare, to apprehend and take the most reverend 
father in God John Allen, archbishop of Dublin, and primate of 
Ireland, and one of tbe Kings most honourable coansail, and him to 
keep in prison at Tartayne within the county of Dublin, and the 
said Thomas fitz Qerald, tbe zxviii. day of July, in the zxvi year 
of the ndgna of our said aoTeraign lord Sing Heniy the eighty 
aooompanied with the most fidse didoyall tiaytonr Jamea Belahyde, 
Sir John fits Qeiald, OUver fits Qerald, brethren to the said earl, 
and diTera other of the same earles serrants, oansed the same 
archbidiop to be drawn ont of hia bed and bronght before him. And 
tbe aamearehbishop kneeling uk hia abirt bare footed and bate headed 
befine him, aaking of him mercy, immediately without any respite, 
moat shamefully and traytcrously mnrdred and killed ont of hand, 
and also caused the said archbishops servants, * and as many other 
Eiiglishmcn as ho could find within the land, to bo murdrcd. And 
after this, accompanied with the said James Delahyue, bcinj^ 
principall couusailor to him in all his doings, John Dchdiyde, 
Edward iit^-Uerald, Sir llichard Walsh, parson of Loughsewdie, 
John Bumel of Balgriffcn, Edward Rowks, James Field, servants, 
alies and diverf*e others his fautours and adherents, too long here to 
be expressed, with weapons invasive after the manor of war arrayed, 
and with bannera displayed, folsly and traytcrously inTaded the 
Kings dominion, encamping themselves within tbe same, there 
robbing, rifling, murdring, and destroying diverse the Kings 
Bubjeota, eonatrayning all men to give an oath of obedienoe onto 
hun, and to take his part against the King and hia heyies, in hia 
said fidae, traytenms and dideyall pnrpesea and intenta, and not 
herewith contented, but aooompanied, with 0 Neiyle, diverse Seots^ 
the pefioaa afbnsaid, and many otben, invaded, brent^ and 
destroyed the lands of tbe earle of Osmie, and the lord Bntteler 
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hia sonnor and of otfaera the Kings sabjeote wiiban the coirnfy of 
KiUraDnyi nuudred divene of fhe Kings soljects there, fbr that the 
said earle and his son tooke the Kings part against biro, who offered 
nnto them to divide and give to them half the land of Irdand, to 

refuse the King, trusting by such his cruel persecutions, to constrain 
them to incline to liis purpose. And further, amongst other hia 
most false trayterous acts, accompanied with 0 Conor, William 
Bathe of Dullardcston, Christopher Eustace of Bally cutlano, and 
divers others besieged the Kings eitio and castle of Dublin, intending 
to take the samo, o'lt of the Kings possession, and to murder the 
Kings subjects within tlie same, and thereof to disinheritc our said 
Boveraign lord and his heyres for over. And semblably not only 
fcrtificrl nnd manned divers ships at sea, for keeping and letting, 
destroying and taking the Kings deputie, army and subjects, that 
they should not land within the said land, bat also at the amvall of 
the said amy, the same Thomas^ aeeompanied with the said earles 
brethreiiy his nndeSf servants, and adhersntSi followers, James 
Delahyde^ John Delahyde^ John BnzneU of Balgriffian, with diverse 
ofhersy too long here to be oxprossod, fUaly and txayteioudy 
assembled themselves together upon the sea eoast Ibr the keepiug 
and resisting of the Kings deputie and army, and destroying of 
them, and the same time, they shamefully mnrdred divers of the 
said army coming to land. And Edward Rowkes, pyrate at the sea, 
captain to said Thomas and James Field, destroyed and took many 
of them. 

U. In consideration whereof, and other abominable treasons, and 
offences committed against our said sovereign lord, his right, crown, 
and majestic, and dignitie, by the said Gerald eaiio of Kildare, 
Thomas fits Gerald, James Dekhyde, and other their nydors, 
comforters, cotmsaillcrs and maintainers, and in detestation of their 
abomination, tyrannic, faUhood and erueltle : Be it enacted, ordained 
and established, by the King our soveraign lord, the lords spiritual 
and temporsl, and the commons In this present parliament assembled, 
and by authority cf the same, That the same Cferald fits Gerald, 
earl of Kyldare^ late deceased, from the eight day of Joly, in the 
twenUeth year of our soveraign lord the King that now is, be 
deemed, reputed, convicted, adjudged and attainted trny tour of high 
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treason, and tbat be and his bayrea aball lose and finfeit tbe tide^ 
Btiie, and name of eazl of Eyldare, and aball alao Ibrfeit to our said 

Boveraign lord and bis heyres for ever, all bonors, castles, manors, 
lordships, leetes, franchises, hundreds, liberties, priviledgcs, udvow- 
souis, nominations, foundations, presentations, putrouages, knights 
fees, lands, tenements, rents, services, reversions, remainders, 
portions, annuities, pensions, offices, and all other hereditaments, 
and prutites whatsovcr they be, whereof he the said Gerald 
earlc by himself, or jopitly with any other, or any other or others to 
his use and behoof were seised the said eight day of July, or any 
time after, within the land of Ireland, in fee symple or in fee tayle, 
or in which the said Gerald late earle of Kyldare, or any other to 
hia use, bad tbe aaid eight day of July, or at any time after, lawful 
eanae of entre within the land of Ireland. And over that the aaid 
earle loae and fin&it to the Xing our aoTeraign lord, aawell all 
manner of auch estatea of freehold in use or in poaseaaimi to hia uae, 
and intereat» £>r yeaTB» of all manera, caatka, honora, lands, 
tenements, tytiiea, oUations^ and all other proAtes, aa all other hia 
goods, catties, debts, dnetieey wards, marriages, reliefes, and all otheir 
profltes whatsoever they he, whereof the said earie or any other 
or others to his use or behoof, were seised or possessed the xxvi. day 
of June, in ihc xxvi. year of tlie reign ot uur sovereign lord, or any 
time sithenco, of which goods, catties, debts jud duUes, uny sale, 
gift or payment without any traud, deceipt or collusion have not 
been made to or by the said earl. 

III. Provided alway, and also be it enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that all such person or persons which have been farmers, 
occupiers, tenants, receivers, bayliU's, stewards, servants, and all 
other officers of the said earl, of the said honors, oaaUes, manors, 
lordships, lands, tenements, and all other the premisses, and every 
parcel thereof at any time sithence the eighth day of July in the 
twentieth year of our said sorereign lord, nnto the first day of 
February in the zxv. year of his graees reign, shall be disoharged 
and acquitted againat the King our aaid eorereign krd, hia heyra 
and suooeaaoia, of and for all toeh rents, issnea, rerennea, and all 
other profits of the aaid manor% honors, oaaUeay and all other the 
premiiKes, or any part or parcel thueof, which th^ or any of them 
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bftve pft^ed or deliTeved, or oamed io be payed or deliTond unto fhe 
said earl of Kyldare, or any other or otlien by hie airignmeikt or 
commandment at any time before fhe said flrei day of Febmaiy. 

IV. And scmblably, be it established, ordcyned and enacted by 
authority aforesaid, that llie said Thomas iitz Guruld, sou aud heyr 
of the said earl, sir John fitz Gerald, Oliver fitz (u rald, uncles to 
tlie said Thomas, James Delahyde, son and heyr of Sir "Walter 
Delahyde of Moyclare, knight, John Bpkhyde, Edward Delahyde, 
parson of Kilbery, sous to the said sir Walter, John liurucl of 
Balgrifien, esq ; sir Richard Walsh, parson of Loughsewdie, Chalo 
mac Grauyll, otherwiie called Charles Reynold, clerk, late archdeacon 
of KeUsy James Qemon, eon and heyr of Patrii^k Gcmon of 
Gemonston, Christopher Fareie, son and heyr to William Farese of 
Agher, Piers Walsh, eon to Walter Walsh, Bobert Walsh and 
Maoiice Walsh, sons to William Walsh late of Tiecroghan, Edward 
Bowks, yeoman, and eveiy of them, be deemed, repated, convioted, 
a^odged, and attainted tiaytors of high treason, and that fhe said 
Thomas, James Delahyde^ John Delahyde^ Edward Delahyde, John 
Bomell, Baohard Charles, James Qemon, Piers, Bobert Kauriee^ and 
Edward Bowkes, shall suffer sneh execution and pains of death, aa 
in eases of high treason hath been accustomed. And that tboy, and 
also the said Christopher Paresc, John in Oilsenan late of Ballyraon, 
which are dead, and every of them, forfeit to our sovereign lord tho 
Kinj*, his heyrs and successors, for erer, all honors, castles, manors, 
lordships, hundreds, Icetes, francliises, liberties, privilcdges, 
advowsoEs, foundation?, nominations, patronages, presentations, 
knights fees, lauds, tenements, rents, services, reversions, remainders, 
portions, annuities, pensions, offices, and all othor hereditaments and 
profits whatsoever they be, whereof they or any of them, or any 
other or others^ to their use and behalf, or to the use and behoof of 
any of them were seised the zzr. day of July, in the zxvi. year of 
the reign of onr said aorereagn lord King Heoxy the eighth, or any 
time after within the land of Ireland in foe simple or fee tail, or into 
whieh any of them had then or any time after lawfitl eause of entre 
within the land of Ireland. And over that, they and every of them 
do forfeit and lose to onr said sovereign lord the King, aswell all 
manor sooh eetatos of fieehold and interest for years of lande» 
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tenements^ tyffa6e» oUatioDSf and all ofh«r profits, as all goods, 
oattelsy debia, duties, wards, mairiages, and lelieft, and all other 
profits wliatsoeTer they be, whereof they or any of fhem, or any 
other or others to thdr nse and behoof, or to the use and behoof of 

any of them, were seised or possessed the said xxv. day of July, the 
said XX vi. year or any time sithenco, \v he roof any sale, gift or 
payment w ith ut any fraud, deceit or ooUusion, have not be made to 
or by them or imy of them. 

V. And OTcr that, be it enacted, authorized and established by 
authority aforesaid, that after the death of the aimcestours of any of 
the said persons, or any other bj whom immediately they or any of 
them monght have had, any oses, lands, tenements, and other here- 
ditaments in use by disoent^ xemamder or reverter or otherwise, the 
first day of April in the xxt. year of our said sovereign lords reign, 
all honoon, eastles^ manors^ lordships, ium, hundreds, finmnohisea, 
liberties, priviledges, advowsons, nominations, presentations, knights 
fees, lands, tenements, rents, eer?ioes, reT^mons, remainders, 
portions^ annuities, pensions, oflloesy possessions^ hereditaments, and 
all other profits whatsoever they be, that they or any of them monght 
hare had immediately in use, by disoent^ remainder, reverter, entre, 
lawAil or otherwise in fee simple, or In fee tail, the said first day of 
April, in the said xarv. year, if their auncestonrs or the aunccftours of 
any of thcui, or nay other, by whom they or any of them migliL havo 
had in use by discent, remainder, reverter, entre, lawful, or 
otherwise the prtuiis^es, or any part thereof, then had departed this 
pit'Scnt transitorj- life, bo forfeit lo our said sorcrei^Ti Inrd, his 
heirs and successors for ever. And that our siv. ureign lord the King, 
his heyrs and successors, immediately after the death of the said 
annoestonis or any of them, or any other by whom immediately they 
meught have any usee, lands, tenements, and other hereditaments, 
in maner and fi>rm as is aforesaid, shall enter and enjoy all the sfdd 
honors, caatlei^ manon^ lordships, lands, tenements, and all other 
the premisses, to have and to hold to our said soTereign lord, his 
heyrs and snooessors for ever. 

YI. And be it fiirtfaer enacted by authotify afi>resaid, that aaweit 
all such persons^ whioh sithence the feast of All Saints In the year of 
Dur lord God n thousand fire hundred thirty fi>ur by the conrae of 
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the Kings laws within this land have been within this land convicted 
attainted of tveaaon, as ail others which at any time hereafter ehaU 
chamioe within the same to be convicted or attainted of high treason ' 
within the space of three yeares next.following the flnt day of fhia 
pieaent parliament^ for&it and lose to onr said soTereign loid the 
King and his heyres all honoar8« castles, manors, lordahips,» 
leetes» hundreds, franchises, liberties, priTiledgea, advow8ons» 
nominations, fotmdations, patronages, presentations, knights 
fees, lands, tenements, rents, services, reversions, remainders, 
proportions, uuiiuitics, pensions, offices, and all other heieditamcnts, 
profits whutsoever thoy be, tl):it ihoy or any of them, or any other 
or others to their uso and bchool, or to the use and behoof of any of 
thorn, were seised the several dayes of their several treasons, offences, 
and trespasses by them committed and done, or any time after 
to be committed and done, within the laud of Ireland, in fee simple 
or in fee tayl, or into which any of them had then or any time aft^r 
In ^v fill caii!;c of entre within this land of Ireland, and also lose, 
and forfeit to our said sovereign lord as well all such estates of 
freehold and interest for years, of lands, tenements, tithes, oblations, 
and other profits, as all goods, cattds, debts, wards, and all other 
profits whatsoever they be, whereof they or any of them, or any 
other or others to their nse^ or to the use of any of them, were 
seised or possessed at any tune of conviotion or attainder of any 
such offences, whereof any sale, gift, or payment without any fraud, 
deccipt, or collusion had not been made to or by them or any of 
tiiem. Saving always to every person or persons and bodies politique, 
their heyrs, assignes, and successors, and every of them, other than 
such persons, iheir heyrs, successors, feoffees, recovercrs, conusees, 
and assignes, and the heirs, successors, feoffees, reeoverers, conuseea, 
and tissignes of every of them, which by this present act be 
attainted, or sithcncc, the feast of All Saints tlie year of our Lord 
God, 1534, have bin attainted, or hereafter within the said three 
years shall bo attainted, and their heyrs and sucoessoCB, and all 
other claiming to thmr uses, or to the use of any of them, all such 
conditions, rents, commons, which they or any of them shall happen 
to have in or upon any such manors, lands, tenements, and any 
other hereditaments, that hath been or so shall happen to be lost 
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or hthit by reaaoii of fhis aet, or by ream of attainder of any of 
the persons by the same attainted, sithence the feast ot All Saints, 
the year of our Lord God, 1534, have been attainted for any treason 
or other offence, at any time before the said treasons and offences 
committed. And also saviug alwaycFi to c\ery i»Lrson uiul persons, 
their hoyrs, assigns, and successors, and every of them, other then 
, such persons, tlieir hcyrs, snccoi^or?, and assigns, and the heyrs, 
successors, and assigns of every of them, which by this present act 
be attainted, or sithence the feast of All Saints the year of our Lord 
God, 1634, have been attainted, or hereafter within the said three 
years shall be attainted, and their heyrs and successors, and all other 
AlftiinSnn»^ to their vses^ or to the use of any of them, all such right, 
title, nse, interest, poeecssion, condition, rents, ohaigee, fees, offices, 
annuities, commons, which they or any of them shall happen to 
hare, in, to, and upon any each manors, lands, tenements, and any 
other hereditaments, that so shall happen to be lost, and forfeited, 
by reason of the attainder of any person or persons, at any time 
after the twentieUi day of Jane, the zzrii. year of the reign of our 
said sovereign lord the Sing, within the said three years, other then 
such persons, their heyrs, soceessors^ and aangne^ and the heyrs, 
SQoeeesozs, and assignes of erery of them, whieh by this present act 
be or shall be attainted, shall channce or fortnne to be attainted fer 
any treason or other oSinioe at any time before the said treasons and 
offences committed. 

VII. Provided also, and be it enacted by authority uiurcsaul, That 
if the said persons, ur any of them, which by tliis preseut act be 
attainted, or sithence the said feast of All Saints before sj)ecLfied 
have been attainted, or that hereafter within the said three years 
shall chance to be attainted of high treason, or witliin the said three 
yeaiB chaunoe to bo sole seysed or possessed, or joyntly seised or 
possesied with any other or others, to the use of any other person or 
persons, body or bodies politike, other then any such person or 
persons that by this present act be attainted, or sithence the feast of 
All Saints before specified have been attainted, or that hereafter 
within the nid three years chance to be attainted of any manors, 
mesanages, lands, tenements, and all other hereditaments, that the 
said manors, messnages, landes, tenementa, and other hereditaments^ 

T 
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1m not fbffeit to our eaid sovereign lord, ne bit heirs, ne seisiblo^ ne 
seised into the hands of onr ssid sovereign lord, ne his hein» so that 
the said use being in the said other person or persons, and bodies 

politique, he not conveyed from any of the said persons attainted or 
to be attaiutod in form ui'orcsaid, si thence or after the day of the 
offences. And that it shall be lawfull to every such person and 
pcrHons, body and bodies politique, their heircs, successors, and 
assig^ies, that be not no hereafter within the said three yeares 
shall be attainted of high treason as is aforesaid, to enter and seise 
as well upon the possession of the Sing, as any other person in the 
said manors, messuages, lands, tenements^ and all other heredita- 
ments, and them to have, hold, ooenpy, and enjoy the possession 
aeooiding to sneh estate and interest as they bad in the said use of 
the same^ in sacfa fbrm as if no soeh attainder had not been had, nor 
within the said three yeares shonld fortune to be. 

YIII. And moreover be it enaeCed and ordejned by the said 
authority, tiuit every of the wives of any of the said persons now 
living, by this aot attainted and nnhabled, sod every suoh woman, 
sueh as was the wife of any of the ssid persons now dead, and were 
eonvioted and attainted of treason, or at any time hereafter shall be 
attainted or eonvioted of treason, be put to execution for the same, 
by this act unhabled, freely enjoy, have, and possess after the death 
of her husband all her own inheritance to her and Lo her heyrcs other 
than be attainted, or convicted, or hereafter at any time during the 
said three yeares shall be convicted or attainted, and unhabled by 
this act, and all caatells, manors, lands, t^^'ncmcnts, and all otlioi the 
premisses, whereof they the several dayes of their husbands treasons 
and offences committed and done, or to be oommitted and done, in 
any wise, were or shall be soysed or possessed in her own right, 
estate, or possession, or of which any person or persons were or shall 
be seised or possessed to the use of every of the said women and her 
husband, and after the form and manor, and in like estate, as they 
or any of them were or shall be entitled to the same at the several 
dayes of their treasons and oflbnees oommitted and done, or at any 
time hereafter to be committed and done. Bo that the said right, 
estate, poasession, use, or inheritance of the said wi& or wives last 
before rehearsed be not growne to them or any of them by the aot 
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or oooMut of my of their eaid huaboadB afhenoe or aftor the day of 
their several tieawDS done or to be done, and that during the said 
estate, be not feisible ne seised by this act into the Kings haodes, 
nor the King to be answered of ;iny issues or profiles ul uuy pin t 
tlieieoi, urter the deaths of their said several husbands, the said estate 
during. And that it bo kwful to every of the said wives and women, 
and everj- of their hcyres not convicted, ne attainted, nor at any time 
hereafter shall be convicted or attainted and unhabied by this act, 
and to everie other person or persons seised to the use of the said 
women, and their husbands, and their heirs, to enter into the said 
castles, manors, lordahips» and other the premises, and erme of 
them, into whose possession soerer they be seiaed or oome, as well 
upon the possession of the King, or upon the possession of every 
other person or persons, by this act not attainted nor nnhabled, and 
Iheai and every of them, hold and enjoy to her and her heus not 
attainted nor convicted, nor at any lime henafter shall be oomvioted 
or attainted, ne nnhabled by this act, according to her or their title, 
light, and interest in the same, in snch Ibnn and condition aa if this 
said attainder had never been had. 

IX. And be it fbrther enacted by authority afbfesaid, that no 
manon, meases, lands, tenementa, rents, revendons, services, ne any 
other hereditaments, whereof any person or persons, bodie or bodies 
politique or incorporate was disseised or expulsed ot at any time by 
any of the aforesaid truytours, or any other person or persons what- 
6 H \ I r he or they be, sithence the first day of febniary, the year of 
our Lord Ood 1534, shall be forfeited unto our said sovereign lord 
the King, his heyres or successors, ne seised or seisible in hi« or their 
hands, ne that this act, nor anything therein contained, in any wise 
be prejudicial or hurtful to any such person or person^ body or 
bodies politiqac or incorporate, so disseised or expulsed, ne this same 
act, or anything therein contained, extend to any each manors, 
messuages, landi^ tenements, rents, reversions, services, or other 
beroditaments so had by dissdssen or ezpnlsement sithence the said 
first day of Febmary. 
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AN ACT FOH BESTORIHO THE EABL OF KILDABE, HIB BROTHER 
AND SI8TEB8, TO TBEIB BLOUO.— Ilia Sue, att.4, Otf. S. 

In humble wise shewefh imto your HighneBse, joor fidthfull and 
bunble snbjeots, Genid Fits Gerald, now earlofKiIdan» Edward 
Fits Gerold, biotber to fhe eaid earli Kazgatet, Elixabetii, and Oidle» 
niten to the aaid earl, wberaas at a parliament holden at DnUin, 
fhe eight and twentieth year of the xeigne of your noUefiitheri King 
Heniy the eighth, before the lord Leonard Gray, then lord deputie of 
this reahm, it was enacted, "That Gerald Bts Gerald, deceased, late 
earl of Kildare, father to your suppliants, and Thomas Fits Gerald, 
son and heir unto tke said ciul, iuid elder brother to your suppliants, 
abould be deemed, reputed, convicted, adjudged, and uilaintcd 
Irnytors of high treason, and sliould forfeit and lose the title, stile, 
and name of honour of earl of Kyldare, together with all the lands 
and liereditanients belonging unto them," by force of which net your 
suppliants doe stand, and arc persons corrupted in their bloud and 
lynage, and thereby disabled to take or claime any thing by discent 
from their said father or brother, or from or by any other coUaterall 
BUncestour or con sen, or to make his or their pedegrec by or through 
the said Gerald, late earl, or the said Thomas^ late lord Thomas, and 
after the said attainder, most ezoellent SoTeraign, your suppliant 
the now earl, being an infont and put in fear, travayled in fhe 
countries of straunge and forrein potentates^ eontiuiy to his natuxall 
inclination, till he was oalled home by fhe demenoie of that most 
famous prince, King Edward fhe sixth, your Graces most noble 
brother, who not onelymade him his serranti and reoeiTed him to 
his favour, but also most bountifully restored him to the greatest 
part and portion of the lands belonging to his late father, and after 
your Graces sister, Queen Aiuiy, did give your suppliant the name 
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and title of honour of oarl of Kyldaie, vith the same prehemi- 
nenoes, plaee and degree, that any of hia auneeBton earb bad and held 
the tttme, together with all the landa belonging to the laid earl, 
Ikttier to yoor eomplaynants, which he had at any time doring hia . 
life, other than raoh lands that were given away or granted by your 
noble father or brother, and of late your Highuesse, of your princely 
muLioii, liuvo restored your eupplyant to u portion of his living, 
which hitherto was thought to hang in some doubt ; and forasmuch 
as your suppliant is not onely restored to the state of eai-1, but also 
considered with livings for the better mamtenancc of the same, and 
yet findeth in himself a great defect, for that he is not restored to 
hia bloud : Hee most humbly beseecheth your Majestie, that it may 
be enacted, and bee it enacted by your Highnesse with the aaeent of 
the Lords i^irituall and tempondl and the conunona in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by authority of the same. That yonr said 
snbjecta and snpplyants, the aaid now earl, his brother, and abters, 
and his and their heirs, from henoeforth shall be and be by anthoritie 
of this aot restored to his and their anncient .blood and lynage;, en- 
habled to make hia and their oonreighaunoe, pedegree, and title by 
discent lyneall or eollaterall, firam and by his and their said father 
and brother, and all other his and their annoestors, whosoerer they 
be, in such manner and sort as though the said attainder or attain- 
ders, corruption of blood, or any other impediments to the contrario 
had never been; any law, etatutp, record, provision, conviction, 
judgmente, cause, or matter whatsoever to the contrary in any wise 
notwithstanding . 

II. Provided alwny, and be it enacted by uuUioritie aforesaid, 
That this act, nor any thing therein conteyned, shall not extend to 
make voyd and frustrate any gift, grant, lease for life or years, or 
any other estate of freehold or inheritance, passed and granted by 
your Highneese lather. King Henry the eighth of fronons memoiie, 
your brother Xing Edward the sixth, your sister Queen Mary, 
Eynge Fhillippe and Queen If arie, your Highnesse, or the said 
Geialde, now earl, and his feoliees, or the said earle, or any hia 
feoffees^ or any of them : but that aU sneh grants, gifra^ leases, and 
every estate of freehold and inheritance so given or made^ and ereiy 
of them, shall be and remain of such force and effect in law, aa 
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^bef bee and were befofe tbie aot^ and in such force and effisoi to all 
intents, purpowa, and oonatriutionfl, as if tlua act had never been 
had ne made; tliis aet or aDjihlng therein oonteyned to tiie ecm- 
iraiie in any wiae notwitl&tanding. ' 

m. Frovided alwaya, md be it enaeted by autheiitie^ a&reeaid^ 
That this aot^ nor anything therein eoniainedt be pi^ndicial nnto 
her highness, or in any wiae to the disadvantage or advantage of 
the Hacaaid Geralde, now earl of KUdare, his brother and dstera* 
siher than restitation of their blood and lynage, an4 sneh things as 
be incident and appertayning to their blood. 
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CATALOGUE OF TEB KARL OF KILDARffS LIBRART DT FROM 
TflOS EARL OF KILDARES .R)£NTAir IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM.— 
BaH. KM, 

Bok* remayning in The Lyberary of Geralde Pflte Gerald©, Erie of 
Kyldare, the xr. day of fiebraariiy a* Henrioi yiij. xyij*. 

FfCBSX LauS 

In primis Hugo de TianiiA rap libra Ifathei, Biblla. 

Hugo do Vienna sup Spaltcriu, Cronica. 

Tria volumina opis Scti Anth oiiii cu tabula, Cromcorum. 

Tria volumina Cronice Anthonini. 

Quatuo' volumina de Lira. 

Diallog" Scti Origorti. 

Tabula Vtiliwriina sap linun. 

WixgUins on glosa. 

Jaiiobi Loeher Fhilonuiai poeta Bpisrammatta. 
Opus Cornelii "VlteUi poete. 
Vooabnla Juns. 
Javenalia oa gloaa. 
Theodotos on Gommento. 

PC 

Botecius de Cosolatione Phylosophje. 

0rtu3 Sonitat*. 

Therencius. 

Ffaciculus Tempore. 

De div^sitate Avium. 

Liber Cronice in Pgamcne. 

Liber Alixandro Magne. 

Ordinale. 

Soma AngeliM. 
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Caliopin*. 

Ortus Vocabulor* & KeduUa Qramatici. 

Comcnt^ria Sesarisi 

Vegesius. 

Vthopia Mori. 

Hympni Andreo poete. 

Novum TestameBtam. 

Cambreoe de Topogcafia. 

Laareodiu Talla. 

• Ffbikch B0|L^ 

Scala Cronica, in Kj Idare. 

FtVossart, iiij. volumis. 
Anguiran, ij. volumia. 

Le Zillustmcions dc Gaule & Singularites de Troy. 

Launcclott du Lake, uj. ▼olaniiB. 

De Lattere Sauncte. 

Oj^^z le BanoU. 

larbiedesfiataima. 

Ya Autre Lttne en Ffeaaooia en pchemyn. 
Yng ptie de la Bible. 
Leia Gronikes de Ffirenoe. 
Kandeyile. 

Lalaoe damore de Vine, > 

lie Brevier dee Nobles, > en uug volume. 

Le Catir Chosis, j 

Lc Tnuiuph des Diimes. 

TJug Liber de Ffarsis. 

Le Legent do tout" Saunct". 

Les Triompbis de Fetrake. 

Lc Geardyn do Flesance. 

Le Bomant de.la Boise ct Hathiolas. 

Ung Abreriacion de la Bible. 

Le Soonge du Yiigine. 

Ercules. 

Encheridioa. 

Yineent latoriaioei t. Tolumls. 
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La i. volume dc la Bible. 

Saynt Austen dc Civitato Dei, ij. volumis. 

Polipomenon Saint Terome en Parchement. 

Les Croniques dc la grand et petit Bivtaiiie. 

Lena cth amorphoze . 

Josaphuk' le la bataiUe JTodik. 

Oiaste le ij. TQlxuiie. 

Le graunto Boeec. 

Le ij. & iij. Decade de Titos lAnxa. 
I Cronique de Ffraonoe en Parohemyn. 
Les Coaunantwis de Sesar. 



Engltsh Box*. 

!• 1 u r b t I'oiy cronicon, 

Bockas. 

Arthur. 

The Sege of Thebes. 
The Croniklis of England. 
Cristian de Pise. 
Camberens. 

The Distruocion of Troy. 

The Sege of JsrosalNii. 

The Eaaydoa. 

Charlamayii. 

The 8he^ Cttlender. 

Oesta Bonumot*. 

Tmillas. 

Ctefon de Seneehite ft de AmioiBia. 

The Ordre of the Gart*. 

The King of Englondc is ausre to Luttcr. 

The Sego oi ilm lioodis. 

lilittiltoii is Tenores. 

Thomas ^lore is Booke i^aynes Newe opinions that hold i^ynes 

pilgrimag*. 
Rtgaaine Sanitatt*. 

A nolde Booke of the CroDeUyi of Eoglond. 

Z 
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Ibuh Bom.\ 

SdtirCasbiU. 

Saint Bonghaa's Boke. 

AnoChlr Boke whersm Is ihe begynnyng of fhe CroniolM of Ireland. 

The Birth of Crista. 

Saint That yoalyf. 

Saint Jacob ia paaaioa. 

The Speoh of Oyneheagia. 

Saint Ffcg hyn is lif. 

Saint Flyii} til i-^ Ut'. 

Bryslagh Myiuoregh. 

Conciillyns Aut*. 

The Monk' of Egipt' lif. 

Ffoilfylnry The vij. Sag*. 

The Deolaraoon of OoapeUis. 

Sunt Bernard* Passion. 

The Hiatoiy of dane Lyte. 

The LeehiBg of Ehaae ia legg. 

Cambena. 



Stanihnist relates that Philip tlattislrary flonriahed in the 

year 1517, and writ diverse chronicles at the instance of Gerald 
Earl of Kildare ; aud 1 latti^liury, in the beginning of those annals, 
which are still extant in MS. under his name, speaks thus of hina- 
sclf and his performances — * Here follow divers Chionickb written 
at the instiincc of the Noble and Magnanimous Lord, Girald Fitz 
Girald, Lord Deputy of Ireland, by Philip Flattisbun*- of Johns- 
town, near Naaa, a.d. 1517, and in the ninth year of King 
Henry YUIth/ . . . But it is evident that he was only a 
▼eihal tnuueribor of them, and not the author, a very amaU addition 
only excepted.'' — WItrt't WriUn 0/ IrekmA, p. 92. 
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